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BY  THE  GERMAN  " COURT  PAINTER"  AND  ROYAL 

PROFESSOR^  OTTO  HEYDEN,  BORN  1820. 

+ 

''And  so  tvUl  I  go  in  unto  the  king,  which  is  not 
according  to  the  law;  and  if  I  perish,  I  perish." — 
Esther,  4,  16. 

THE  story  of  Esther  stands  first  among  the 
poetic  books  of  the  Bible.  It  is  the  story  of 
her  devotion  to  her  race.  She  had  been  chosen 
as  the  chief  wife  of  Ahasuerus^  king  of  Persia; 
but  because  the  Jews  were  prisoners  in  that  land 
she  had  not  revealed  her  nationality  to  the  king  or 
his  courtiers.  Haman^  the  king's  favorite^  hated 
the  Jews  and  secured  from  Ahasuerus  orders  to 
destroy  the  entire  race.  Esther,  learning  of  this, 
resolved  to  save  her  people;  but  she  might  not  go 
to  the  king  until  he  sent  for  her,  because  the  law 
said  that  whoever  approached  the  king  unbidden, 
should  die.  For  a  whole  month  Ahasuerus  did  not 
send  for  Esther,  and  at  length  in  desperation,  as 
the  time  for  the  slaughter  of  the  Jews  drew  near, 
she  defied  the  law  and  went  to  the  monarch. 

He  spared  her,  yet  she  still  feared  lest  her  plea 
for  her  people  might  anger  him,  and  so  hesitated  to 
tell  him  all.  Instead,  she  invited  him  to  a  feast  and 
then  to  another,  ere  at  length  she  spoke  in  full. 
Her  waverings,  her  fear,  her  heartrending  anxiety 
have  all  been  here  conceived  and  expressed  by  the 
artistic  spirit  of  Heyden. 
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THE  SECOND  BOOK  OF  THE 

C|irontcle£( 

Ctaptet  7 

1  Oorf  fcovAu  ofHn  teMmonv  to  Solrrmon  'i  praver  by  fire  from  Htavttt.  and  fflon/  in  Ou  lempU,  Ou  veopit  vnr- 
dMii  him.  i  Sotirmon't  toirtnn  mrrifla.  S  Solomon  iaring  kepi  Oit  tool  of  (oAerruicfM.  and  Uit  Jiak  of  thf 
dmeatian  ot  Ou  aUar.  dinnuMfA  the  people.     12  Ood  apptaring  to  Solomott  givelli  him  promita  upon  condition. 

OW  when  Solomon  had  made  an  end  of  pray- 
ing, the  fire  came  down  from  heaven,  and 
consumed  the  burnt  offering  and  the  sacri- 
fices; and  the  gloiy  of  the  Lord  filled  the 
house. 

2  And  the  priests  could  not  enter  into 
the  house  of  tne  Lord,  because  the  glory 
of  the  Lord  had  filled  the  Lord's  house. 

3  And  when  all  the  children  of  Israel  saw 
how  the  fire  came  down,  and  the  glory  of 
the  Lord  upon  the  house,  they  bowed  them- 
selves with  their  faces  to  the  ground  upon  the  pavement,  and  wor- 
shipped, and  praised  the  Lord,  saying.  For  he  is  good;  for  his  mercy 
enduretk  for  ever. 

4  \  Then  the  king  and  all  the  people  offered  sacrifices  before  the 
Lord. 

5  And  king  Solomon  offered  a  sacrifice  of  twenty  and  two  thousand 
oxen,  and  an  nundred  and  twenty  thousand  sheep:  so  the  king  and  all 
the  people  dedicated  the  house  of  God. 

fl  And  the  priests  waited  on  their  offices:  the  Levites  also  with 
instruments  of  musick  of  the  Lord,  which  David  the  king  had  made 
to  praise  the  Lord,  because  his  mercy  endureth  for  ever,  when  David 
praised  by  their  ministry;  and  the  priests  sounded  trumpets  before 
them,  and  all  Israel  stood. 


770  SECOND  CHRONICLE61  VII — GOD's  PROMISE 

7  Moreover  Solomon  hallowed  the  middle  of  the  court  that  wds 
before  the  house  of  the  Lord:  for  there  he  offered  burnt  offerings,  and 
the  fat  of  the  peace  offerings,  because  the  brasen  altar  which  Solomon 
had  made  was  not  able  to  receive  the  burnt  offerings,  and  the  meat 
offerings,  and  the  fat. 

8  ^  Also  at  the  same  time  Solomon  kept  the  feast  seven  days,  and 
all  Israel  with  him,  a  very  great  congregation,  from  the  entering  in 
of  Hamath  unto  the  river  of  Egypt. 

9  And  in  the  eighth  day  they  made  a  solemn  assembly:  for  they 
kept  the  dedication  of  the  altar  seven  days,  and  the  feast  seven  days. 

10  And  on  the  three  and  twentieth  day  of  the  seventh  month  he 
sent  the  people  away  into  their  tents,  glad  and  menv  in  heart  for  the 
goodness  that  the  Lord  had  shewed  unto  David,  ana  to  Solomon,  and 
to  Israel  his  people. 

11  Thus  Solomon  finished  the  house  of  the  Lord,  and  the  king's 
house :  and  all  that  came  into  Solomon's  heart  to  make  in  the  house  of 
the  Lord,  and  in  his  own  house,  he  prosperously  effected. 

12  ^  And  the  Lord  appeared  to  Solomon  by  night,  and  said  unto 
him,  I  have  heard  thy  prayer,  and  have  chosen  tms  place  to  myself 
for  an  house  of  sacrifice. 

13  If  I  shut  up  heaven  that  there  be  no  rain,  or  if  I  command  the 
locusts  to  devour  the  land,  or  if  I  send  pestilence  among  my  people; 

14  If  my  people,  which  are  called  by  my  name,  shall  humole  them- 
selves, and  pray,  and  seek  my  face,  and  turn  from  their  wicked  ways; 
then  will  I  near  from  heaven,  and  will  forgive  their  sin,  and  will  heal 
their  land. 

15  Now  mine  eyes  shall  be  open,  and  mine  ears  attent  unto  the 
prayer  that  is  made  in  this  place. 

16  For  now  have  I  chosen  and  sanctified  this  house,  that  my  name 
may  be  there  for  ever:  and  mine  eyes  and  mine  heart  shall  be  there 
perpetually. 

17  And  as  for  thee,  if  thou  wilt  walk  before  me,  as  David  thy  father 
walked,  and  do  according  to  all  that  I  have  commanded  thee,  and 
shalt  observe  my  statutes  and  my  judgments; 

18  Then  will  I  stablish  the  throne  of  thy  kindom,  according  as  I 
have  covenanted  with  David  thy  father,  saying.  There  shall  not  fail 
thee  a  man  to  be  ruler  in  Israel. 

19  But  if  ye  tiu*n  away,  and  forsake  my  statutes  and  my  com 
mandments,  which  I  have  set  before  you,  and  shall  go  and  serve  other 
gods,  and  worship  them; 

20  Then  ^vill  I  pluck  them  up  by  the  roots  out  of  my  land  which 
I  have  given  them;  and  this  house,  which  I  have  sanctified  for  my 
name,  will  I  cast  out  of  my  sight,  and  will  make  it  to  &e  a  proverb  and 
a  byword  among  all  nations. 

21  And  this  house,  which  is  high,  shall  be  an  astonishment  to 


t  • 


r 


I ' 


.• 


•A 


M 


V- 


r 

ll 

■ 

• 

\ 

•      4 

I 

.1' 

\        . 

'     f      Mf   <  '.1 

f. 

.<  ',-' 

'k" 

A 

X  • 

'Ii    h/'   •  '-J 

'. 

»    . 

■ 

'"      M    •' 

' 

i: 


ll 

'I* 

if! 

I; 

•I* 
",  r 


I       •^•11 


T.' 


•  t.    ; 


••>ft*     i» 


.*{♦. 


)'■      i'.     .Im 


«  .1 


t 
I 


>! 


J 


I"  i' 


t  •. 


.'  < 


.1 


ir: 


^'•■'^  - 


^» 


». 


1  •  > 


:l. 


y 
I 


/     I 


J     ' 


>        .  jt 


I     >: 


I 


^e  WnttB  CaptOittieK 

WBOM  THE  MAP  IN   P08SEB8ION  OF  THK  8UinU.T 
SCHOOL  OOMMIBaiON  OF  NEW  TOBX. 
DUCED    BT    PEBlOBaiON. 


**Tofidfiih£V)ord€fiheLofdhyihemov^ 
until  the  land  had  enjoyed  her  eabbaths:  for  a$  long  a»  the 
lay  desolate  the  kept  eabbath^  to  fvlJU  tiireeeeore  and  ten 
yearer—II.  Chnm.,  S6,  21. 

THERE  were  four  separate  oocanona  i^Km  whidi 
the  Hebrews  in  large  numbers  were  carried  into 
exile,  until  the  entire  race  were  held  in  captivity 
by  the  tyrants  of  Assyria  and  Babylon.  These  cap- 
tivities and  the  weary  journeys  which  these  involved  may 
best  be  understood  by  reference  to  the  accompanying  map. 
Tilgath-pilneser  king  of  Assyria  carried  off  a  large  portion 
of  the  n(»ihem  Israelites  or  Samarians  in  740  B.C.,  and 
established  them  probably  in  farther  Assyria  beyond  the 
Tigris  River.  In  722  Shalmaneser,  another  Assyiian 
monarch,  completed  the  extermination  of  the  northern 
kingdom,  dragging  away  the  remnant  of  the  people  to  his 
own  domains.  None  of  these  unfortunates  ever  returned. 
Then,  in  597  B.C.,  Nebuchadnezsar  carried  the  king 
and  all  the  chief  people  of  Judah  into  captivity  in  Babykm. 
Of  the  lesser  folk  remaining  in  Jerusalem,  great  numbeia 
perished  in  the  destruction  of  the  dty  587  B.C.,  when  the 
survivors  were  also  transported  to  the  domains  of  Baby* 
Ionia  and  scattered  throughout  the  Euphrates  valley. 
It  was  from  Babylon  and  the  surrounding  valley  that  the 
two  return  migrations  to  Jerusalem  took  place, 
one  headed  by  Zerubbabel  in  536,  and 
the  other  by  Ezra,  eighty  years  later. 


:\-i: 
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every  one  that  passeth  by  it;  so  that  he  shall  say,  Why  hath  the  Lord 
done  thus  unto  this  land,  and  unto  this  house  ? 

22  And  it  shall  be  answered,  Because  they  forsook  the  Lord  God 
of  their  fathers,  which  brought  them  forth  out  of  the  land  of  Egypt, 
and  laid  hold  on  other  gods,  and  worshipped  them,  and  served  tnem: 
therefore  hath  he  brought  all  this  evil  upon  them. 

Chapter  8 

I  8olamon*8  buUdinffS.      7  The  OentQes  whidi  were  left  Solomon  made  tributaries:   but  the  ItradUea  nUers, 

II  Pharaoh' a  daughUr  removeUi  to  her  house.     12  Solomon's  yearly  solemn  sacrifices,     14  He  appointeth  the 
and  LevUes  to  their  places.     17  The  navy  fetcheth  gold  from  Ophir, 
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ND  it  came  to  pass  at  the  end  of  twenty  years,  wherein  Solomon 
had  built  the  nouse  of  the  Lord,  and  his  own  house, 

2  That  the  cities  which  Huram  had  restored^  to  Solomon, 

Solomon  built  them,  and  caused  the  children  of  Israel  to  dwell  there. 

3  And  Solomon  went  to  Hamath-zobah,  and  prevailed  against  it. 

4  And  he  built  Tadmor  in  the  wilderness,  ana  all  the  store-cities, 
which  he  built  in  Hamath. 

5  Also  he  built  Beth-horon  the  upper,  and  Beth-horon  the  nether, 
fenced  cities,  with  walls,  gates,  and  bars; 

6  And  Baalath,  and  all  the  store-cities  that  Solomon  had,  and  all 
the  chariot  cities,  and  the  cities  of  the  horsemen,  and  all  that  Solomon 
desired  to  build  in  Jerusalem,  and  in  Lebanon,  and  throughout  all  the 
land  of  his  dominion. 

7  %  As  for  all  the  people  that  were  left  of  the  Hittites,  and  the 
Amorites,  and  the  Perizzites,  and  the  Hivites,  and  the  Jebusites,  which 
were  not  of  Israel, 

8  But  of  their  children,  who  were  left  after  them  in  the  land,  whom 
the  children  of  Israel  consumed  not,  them  did  Solomon  make  to  pay 
tribute  until  this  day. 

9  But  of  the  children  of  Israel  did  Solomon  make  no  servants  for 
his  work;  but  they  were  men  of  war,  and  chief  of  his  captains,  and 
captains  of  his  chariots  and  horsemen. 

10  And  these  were  the  chief  of  king  Solomon's  officers,  even  two 
hundred  and  fifty,  that  bare  rule  over  the  people. 

11  Tf  And  Solomon  brought  up  the  daughter  of  Pharaoh  out  of  the 
city  of  David  unto  the  house  that  he  haa  built  for  her:  for  he  said. 
My  wife  shall  not  dwell  in  the  house  of  David  king  of  Israel,  because 
the  places  are  holy  whereunto  the  ark  of  the  Lord  hath  come. 

12  ^  Then  Solomon  offered  burnt  offerings  unto  the  Lord  on  the 
altar  of  the  Lord,  which  he  had  built  before  the  porch. 

13  Even  after  a  certain  rate  every  day,  offering  according  to  the 
commandment  of  Moses,  on  the  sabbaths,  and  on  the  new  moons, 
and  on  the  solemn  feasts,  three  times  in  the  year,  even  in  the  feast  of 


»The  Revised  Version  alters  "restored"  to  "given. 
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unleavened  bread,  and  in  the  feast  of  weeks,  and  in  the  feast  of  tab- 
ernacles. 

14  1  And  he  appointed,  according  to  the  order  of  David  his  father, 
the  courses  of  the  priests  to  their  service,  and  the  Levites  to  their 
charges,  to  praise  and  minister  before  the  priests,  as  the  duty  of  every 
day  required:  the  porters  also  by  their  courses  at  every  gate:  for  so 
had  David  the  man  of  God  commanded. 

15  And  they  departed  not  from  the  commandment  of  the  king  unto 
the  priests  and  Levites  concerning  any  matter,  or  concerning  the 
treasures. 

16  Now  all  the  work  of  Solomon  was  prepared  unto  the  day  of  the 
foundation  of  the  house  of  the  Lord,  and  until  it  was  finished.  So 
the  house  of  the  Lord  was  perfected. 

17  ^  Then  went  Solomon  to  Ezion-geber,  and  to  Eloth,  at  the 
sea-side  in  the  land  of  Edom. 

18  And  Huram  sent  him  by  the  hands  of  his  servants  ships,  and 
servants  that  had  knowledge  of  the  sea;  and  they  went  with  the  ser- 
vants of  Solomon  to  Ophir,  and  took  thence  four  hundred  and  fifty 
talents  of  gold,  and  brought  tiiem  to  king  Solomon. 

Chapter  9 

1  The  ipteen  of  SMba  admireih  the  trisdom  of  Solomon.     13  Solomon's  gold,     15  Hie  iargtU.    17  The  throne  of 
<«orv.     20  HuveeeeU.     23  Hie  preeenU,     25  Hie  charioU  and  hone,    25  Hie  tributes.    29  His  reiifn  and  death. 
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when  the  queen  of  Sheba  heard  of  the  fame  of  Solomon, 
she  came  to  prove  Solomon  with  hard  questions  at  Jerusalem, 

^  with  a  very  great  company,  and  camels  that  bare  spices,  and 

gold  in  abundance,  and  precious  stones:  and  when  she  was  come 
to  Solomon,  she  communed  with  him  of  all  that  was  in  her  heart. 

2  And  Solomon  told  her  all  her  questions:  and  there  was  nothing 
hid  from  Solomon  which  he  told  her  not. 

3  And  when  the  queen  of  Sheba  had  seen  the  wisdom  of  Solomon, 
and  the  house  that  he  had  built, 

4  And  the  meat  of  his  table,  and  the  sitting  of  his  servants,  and 
the  attendance  of  his  ministers,  and  their  apparel;  his  cupbearers 
also,  and  their  apparel;  and  his  ascent  by  which  he  went  up  into  the 
house  of  the  Lord;  there  was  no  more  spuit  in  her. 

5  And  she  said  to  the  king.  It  was  a  true  report  which  I  heard  in 
mine  own  land  of  thine  acts,  and  of  thy  wisdom: 

6  Howbeit  I  believed  not  their  words,  until  I  came,  and  mine  eyes 
had  seen  it:  and,  behold,  the  one  half  of  the  greatness  of  thy  wisdom 
was  not  told  me:  for  thou  exceedest  the  fame  that  I  heard. 

7  Happy  are  thy  men,  and  happy  are  these  thy  servants,  which 
stand  continually  oefore  thee,  and  near  thy  wisdom. 

8  Blessed  be  the  Lord  thy  God,  which  delighted  in  thee  to  set  thee 
on  his  throne,  to  be  king  for  the  Lord  thy  God:  because  thy  God 


k  ■ 


▼-4-Oi)ivTKfat.   UBT,  br  Fnak  B.   Wrigbt. 


SECOND  CHRONICLES  IX — ^SOLOMOn's  RICHES  773 

loved  Israel,  to  establish  them  for  ever,  therefore  made  he  thee  king 
over  them,  to  do  judgment  and  lustice. 

9  And  she  gave  the  king  an  hundred  and  twenty  talents  of  gold, 
and  of  spices  great  abundance,  and  precious  stones:  neither  was 
there  any  such  spice  as  the  queen  of  Sheba  gave  king  Solomon. 

10  And  the  servants  also  of  Huram,  and  the  servants  of  Solomon, 
which  brought  gold  from  Ophir,  brought  algum  trees  and  precious 
stones. 

11  And  the  king  made  oj  the  algum  trees  terraces  to  the  house  of 
the  Lord,  and  to  the  king's  palace,  and  harps  and  psalteries  for 
singers:  and  there  were  none  such  seen  beiore  in  the  land  of 
Judah. 

12  And  king  Solomon  gave  to  the  queen  of  Sheba  all  her  desire, 
whatsoever  she  asked,  beside  that  which  she  had  brought  unto  the 
king.  So  she  turned,  and  went  away  to  her  own  land,  she  and  her 
servants. 

13  \  Now  the  weight  of  gold  that  came  to  Solomon  in  one  year 
was  six  hundred  and  threescore  and  six  talents  of  gold; 

14  Beside  thai  which  chapmen  and  merchants  brought.  And 
all  the  kings  of  Arabia  and  governors  of  the  country  brought  gold 
and  silver  to  Solomon. 

15  ^  And  king  Solomon  made  two  hundred  targets  of  beaten  gold: 
six  hundred  shekels  of  beaten  gold  went  to  one  target. 

16  And  three  hundred  shields  made  he  vf  beaten  gold:  three  hun- 
dred shekels  of  gold  went  to  one  shield.  And  the  king  put  them  in  the 
house  of  the  forest  of  Lebanon. 

17  Moreover  the  king  made  a  great  throne  of  ivory,  and  overlaid 
it  with  pure  gold. 

18  And  there  were  six  steps  to  the  throne,  with  a  footstool  of  gold, 
which  were  fastened  to  the  throne,  and  stays  on  each  side  of  the  sitting 
place,  and  two  lions  standing  by  the  stavs: 

19  And  twelve  lions  stood  there  on  the  one  side  and  on  the  other 
upon  the  six  steps.     There  was  not  the  like  made  in  any  kingdom. 

20  Tf  And  all  the  drinking  vessels  of  king  Solomon  were  of  gold 
and  all  the  vessels  of  the  house  of  the  forest  of  Lebanon  were  of  pure 
gold:  none  were  of  silver;  it  was  not  any  thing  accounted  of  in  the 
days  of  Solomon. 

21  For  the  king's  ships  went  to  Tarshish  with  the  servants  of 
Huram:  every  thrro  years  once  came  the  ships  of  Tarshish  bringing 
gold,  and  silver,  ivory,  and  apes,  and  peacocks. 

22  And  king  Solomon  passed  all  the  kings  of  the  earth  in  riches 
and  wisdom. 

23  %  And  all  the  kings  of  the  earth  sought  the  presence  of  Solomon, 
to  hear  his  wisdom,  that  God  had  put  in  nis  heart. 

24  And  they  brought  every  man  his  present,  vessels  of  silver,  and 
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vessels  of  gold,  and  raiment,  harness,  and  spices,  horses,  and  mules, 
a  rate  year  by  year. 

25  ^  And  Solomon  had  four  thousand  stalls  for  horses  and  chariots, 
and  twelve  thousand  horsemen;  whom  he  bestowed  in  the  chariot- 
cities,  and  with  the  king  at  Jerusalem. 

26  %  And  he  reigned  over  all  the  kings  from  the  river  even  unto 
the  land  of  the  Philistines,  and  to  the  border  of  Egypt. 

27  And  the  king  made  silver  in  Jerusalem  as  stones,  and  cedar- 
trees  made  he  as  the  sycamore  trees  that  are  in  the  low  plains  in 
abundance. 

28  And  they  brought  unto  Solomon  horses  out  of  Egypt,  and  out 
of  all  lands. 

29  ^  Now  the  rest  of  the  acts  of  Solomon,  first  and  last,  are  they 
not  written  in  the  book  of  Nathan  the  prophet,  and  in  the  prophecy 
of  Ahijah  the  Shilonite,  and  in  the  visions  of  Iddo  the  seer  against 
Jeroboam  the  son  of  Nebat  ? 

30  And  Solomon  reigned  in  Jerusalem  over  all  Israel  forty  years. 

31  And  Solomon  slept  with  his  fathers,  and  he  was  buried  m  the 
city  of  David  his  father:  and  Rehoboam  his  son  reigned  in  his  stead. 

Cfiojpter  to 

1  T7te  ItradiUB,  oMtttmbUd  at  Sheehem  to  crown  Rdioboam,  by  Jeroboam  make  a  euit  of  retaxation  utUo  him.  6  Re- 
Aotoam,  refuting  the  oid  men's  counsel,  by  the  advice  of  young  men  anewereth  them  roughly.  Id  Ten  tribes  revolting 
kOl  Hadoram,  and  make  Rehoboam  to  flee. 

ND  Rehoboam  went  to  Sheehem:  for  to  Sheehem  were  all 
Israel  come  to  make  him  king^ 

2  And  it  came  to  pass,  when  Jeroboam  the  son  of  Nebat, 
who  was  in  Egypt,  whither  he  had  fled  from  the  presence  of  Solomon 
the  king,  heara  rf,  that  Jeroboam  returned  out  of  Egypt. 

3  And  they  sent  and  called  him.  So  Jeroboam  ana  all  Israel  came 
and  spake  to  Rehoboam,  saying, 

4  Thy  father  made  our  yoke  grievous;  now  therefore  ease  thou 
somewhat  the  grievous  servitude  of  thy  father,  and  his  heavy  yoke 
that  he  put  upon  us,  and  we  will  serve  thee. 

5  And  he  said  unto  them.  Come  again  unto  me  after  three  days. 
And  the  people  departed. 

6  ^  And  long  Rehoboam  took  counsel  with  the  old  men  that  had 
stood  before  Solomon  his  father  while  he  vet  lived,  saying.  What 
counsel  give  ye  me  to  return  answer  to  this  ^people? 

7  And  they  spake  unto  him,  saying.  If  thou  be  kind  to  this  people, 
and  please  them,  and  speak  good  words  to  them,  they  will  be  thy 
servants  for  ever. 

8  But  he  forsook  the  counsel  which  the  old  men  gave  him,  and 
took  counsel  with  the  young  men  that  were  brought  up  with  him, 
that  stood  before  him. 
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*'  Then  ye  shall  come  up  after  him^  thai  he  may  come  and 
sii  upon  my  throne;  for  he  shall  be  king  in  my  stead.** — 
7.  Kings,  i,  35. 

NEVER  did  kingly  reign  begin  with  brighter  promise 
than  that  of  Solomon.  He  was  the  favorite  son 
of  the  much  loved  David.  The  only  brother 
who  could  have  disputed  his  succession,  Adonijah,  began 
a  rebellion  too  soon,  and  it  was  completely  crushed  by  the 
unexpected  energy  of  ihe  aged  David.  Thus  Solomon 
was  crowned  in  the  lifetime  of  his  father;  Zadok  the  high- 
priest  anointed  him;  Benaiah  the  trusty  captain  of  the 
royal  guard  gathered  the  army  for  his  service.  The 
rebels,  even  the  mighty  general  Joab  who  had  defied 
David  to  his  face,  were  helpless  at  the  feet  of  the  new 
king. 

Solomon  at  this  momentous  period  of  hb  life  must  have 
been  a  mere  youth,  probably  about  twenty  years  old, 
though  we  have  no  definite  date  for  his  birth.  He  was 
a  younger  son  of  Bath-sheba,  David's  fa^'orite  wife;  and 
(rod's  word  through  the  prophet  Nathan  had  marked  him 
from  his  earliest  childhood  as  the  destined  successor  to 
the  throne.  Hence  he  must  have  been  educated  with 
every  care.  David,  having  been  himself  forbidden  to 
build  the  House  of  God  because  of  his  many  wars,  his 
life  of  blood,  had  been  specially  watchful  that 
Solomon  should  be  reared  in  peace. 
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9  And  he  said  unto  them,  What  advice  give  ye,  that  we  may  return 
answer  to  this  people,  which  have  spoken  to  me,  saying.  Ease  some- 
what the  yoke  that  thy  father  did  put  upon  us  ? 

10  And  the  young  men  that  were  brought  up  with  him  spake  unto 
him,  saying.  Thus  snalt  thou  answer  the  people  that  spake  unto  thee, 
saying.  Thy  father  made  our  yoke  heavy,  but  make  thou  it  somewhat 
lighter  for  us;  thus  shalt  thou  say  unto  them.  My  ]itt\e  Jinger  shall  be 
thicker  than  my  father^s  loins. 

11  For  whereas  my  father  put  a  heavy  yoke  upon  you,  I  vdW  put 
more  to  your  yoke:  my  father  chastised  you  witn  whips,  but  I  vnll 
chastise  you  with  scorpions. 

12  So  Jeroboam  and  all  the  people  came  to  Rehoboam  on  the  third 
day,  as  the  king  bade,  saying,  Come  again  to  me  on  the  third  day. 

13  And  the  king  answered  them  roughly;  and  king  Rehoboam 
forsook  the  counsel  of  the  old  men, 

14  And  answered  them  after  the  advice  of  the  young  men,  saying. 
My  father  made  your  yoke  heavy,  but  I  will  add  thereto:  my  father 
chastised  you  witn  whips,  but  I  tuill  chastise  you  with  scorpions. 

15  So  tne  king  hearkened  not  unto  the  people:  for  the  cause  was  of 
God,  that  the  Lord  might  perform  his  word,  which  he  spake  by  the 
hand  of  Ahijah  the  Shilonite  to  Jeroboam  the  son  of  Nebat. 

16  ^  And  when  all  Israel  saw  that  the  king  would  not  hearken 
unto  them,  the  people  answered  the  king,  saying.  What  portion  have 
we  in  David?  and  we  have  none  inheritance  in  the  son  of  Jesse: 
every  man  to  your  tents,  O  Israel :  and  now,  David,  see  to  thine  own 
house.     So  all  Israel  went  to  their  tents. 

17  But  as  for  the  children  of  Israel  that  dwelt  in  the  cities  of  Judah, 
Rehoboam  reigned  over  them. 

18  Then  king  Rehoboam  sent  Hadoram  that  wa^  over  the  tribute; 
and  the  children  of  Israel  stoned  him  with  stones,  that  he  died.  But 
king  Rehoboam  made  speed  to  get  him  up  to  his  chariot,  to  flee  to 
Jerusalem. 

19  And  Israel  rebelled  against  the  house  of  David  unto  this  day. 

Cliatiter  11 

1  Rehoboam  raUing  an  army  to  subdue  lirael,  is  forbidden  by  Shemaiah.  5  He  etrengfheneth  hie  kingdom  with  forU 
and  provision.  13  The  priesle  and  Levitea,  and  euch  as  feared  God^  forsaken  by  Jeroboam,  strengthen  the  kingdom 
of  Jvdah,     18  The  wives  and  children  of  Rehoboam. 

ND  when  Rehoboam  was  come  to  Jerusalem,  he  gathered 
of  the  house  of  Judah  and  Benjamin  an  hundred  and  four- 
__^_  score  thousand  chosen  men^  which  were  warriors,  to  fight 
against  Israel,  that  he  might  bring  the  kingdom  again  to  Reho- 
boam. 

2  But  the  word  of  the  Lord  came  to  Shemaiah  the  man  of  God, 
saying. 
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3  Speak  unto  Rehoboam  the  son  of.  Solomon,  king  of  Judah,  and 
to  all  Israel  in  Judah  and  Benjamin,  saying, 

4  Thus  saith  the  Lord,  Ye  shall  not  go  up,  nor  fight  against  your 
brethren:  return  every  man  to  his  house:  for  this  thing  is  done  of  me. 
And  they  obeyed  the  words  of  the  Lord,  and  returned  from  going 
against  Jeroboam. 

5  ^  And  Rehoboam  dwelt  in  Jerusalem,  and  built  cities  for  de- 
fence in  Judah. 

6  He  built  even  Beth-lehem,  and  Etam,  and  Tekoa, 

7  And  Beth-zur,  and  Shoco,  and  Adullam, 

8  And  Gath,  and  Mareshah,  and  Ziph, 

9  And  Adoraim,  and  Lachish,  and  Azekah, 

10  And  Zorah,  and  Aijalon,  and  Hebron,  which  are  in  Judah  and 
in  Benjamin  fenced  cities. 

11  And  he  fortified  the  strong  holds,  and  put  captains  in  them» 
and  store  of  victual,  and  of  oil  and  wine. 

12  And  in  every  several  city  he  put  shields  and  spears,  and  made 
them  exceeding  strong,  having  Judah  and  Benjamin  on  his  side. 

13  ^  And  the  priests  and  the  Levites  that  were  in  all  Israel  re- 
sorted to  him  out  of  all  their  coasts. 

14  For  the  Levites  left  their  suburbs,  and  their  possession,  and 
came  to  Judah  and  Jerusalem;  for  Jeroboam  and  his  sons  had  cast 
them  off  from  executing  the  priest's  oflice  unto  the  Lord: 

15  And  he  ordained  him  priests  for  the  high  places,  and  for  the 
devils,*  and  for  the  calves  which  he  had  made. 

16  And  after  them,  out  of  all  the  tribes  of  Israel,  such  as  set  their 
hearts  to  seek  the  Lord  God  of  Israel  came  to  Jerusalem,  to  sacrifice 
unto  the  Lord  God  of  their  fathers. 

17  So  they  strengthened  the  kingdom  of  Judah,  and  made  Reho- 
boam the  son  of  Solomon  strong,  three  years:  for  three  years  they 
walked  in  the  way  of  David  and  Solomon. 

18  ^  And  Rehoooam  took  him  Mahalath  the  daughter  of  Jerimoth 
the  son  of  David  to  wife,  and  Abihail  the  daughter  of  Eliab  the  son 
of  Jesse; 

19  Which  bare  him  children;  Jeush,  and  Shamariah,  and  Zaham. 

20  And  after  her  he  took  Maachah  the  daughter  of  Absalom; 
which  bare  him  Abijah,  and  Attai,  and  Ziza,  ana  Shelomith. 

21  And  Rehoboam  loved  Maachah  the  daughter  of  Absalom  above 
all  his  wives  and  his  concubines:  (for  "he  took  eighteen  wives,  and 
threescore  concubines;  and  begat  twenty  and  eight  sons,  and  three- 
score daughters,) 

22  And  Rehoboam  made  Abijah  the  son  of  Maachah  the  chief, 
to  be  ruler  among  his  brethren :  for  he  thought  to  make  him  king. 

23  And  he  dealt  wisely,  and  dispersed  of  all  his  children  through- 

iThe  Revised  Version  changes  "devils"  to  "he-goats,"  literally  "hairy  ones." 
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Bathsheba  therefore  went  unio  King  Solomon^  to  speak 
unto  him  for  AdonijcJi.  And  the  king  rose  up  to  meet  her^ 
and  bowed  himsdfunio  her** — I.  Kings^  2^  19. 

IN  UNRESTRICTED  monarchies  the  law  of  suooessioa 
to  the  throne  is  necessarily  uncertain.  Each  king 
may  change  it  as  he  will  to  please  his  favorites,  and 
thus  each  of  all  his  sons  may  aspire  to  suooeed  him.  Plots 
naturally  ensue.  Hence  Solomon  was  unable  to  ascend 
his  throne  wholly  unstained  by  blood.  He  pardoned 
the  rebellion  of  his  brother  Adonijah;  but  no  sooner  was 
David  dead  than  Adonijah  b^;an  another  and  subtler 
attempt  upon  the  throne.  A  new  king  was  supposed  to 
marry  the  young  wives  of  his  predecessor.  So  Adonijah 
went  to  Solomon's  mother  Bath-sheba  and  professing 
great  love  for  one  of  David's  wives,  entreated  the  queen- 
mother  to  secure  her  for  him. 

Bath-sheba,  noting  nothing  of  the  underiying  danger 
and  thinking  to  establish  harmony  between  the  brothen, 
brought  this  request  to  Solomon.  The  young  king  re- 
cdved  his  mother  with  eager  reverence;  but  when  he 
knew  her  errand  his  brow  darkened.  What  other  infor> 
mation  he  had,  we  know  not;  but  he  dedared  at  once  that 
this  was  a  new  plot,  and  he  sent  and  slew  Adonijah. 
Joab  also,  the  great  general,  was  torn  from  the  altar  of 
Grod  to  which  he  dung,  and  was  slaugfatefed'there.  David 
had  counselled  Solomon  to  kill  Joab,  Now  the  deed  was 
done. 
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out  all  the  countries  of  Judah  and  Benjamin,  unto  every  fenced  city: 
and  he  gave  them  victual  in .  abundance.    And  he  aesired  many 


wives.  * 


Chapter  12 

1  Rdkoboam,  lortaking  the  Lord,  <a  puni^ud  by  ShUkak.    5  He  and  the  princes,  repenting  ai  the  preaching  of 
Shemaiah,  are  delivered  from  dedruaUm,  InU  not  from  spoU.    13  The  reign  and  death  of  Rehoboam, 

it  came  to  pass,  when  Rehoboam  had  established  the 
kingdom,  and  had  strengthened  himself,  he  forsook  the  law 
of  me  Lord,  and  all  Israel  with  him. 

2  And  it  came  to  pass,  that  in  the  fifth  year  of  king  Rehoboam 
Shishak  king  of  Egypt  came  up  against  Jerusalem,  because  they 
had  transgressed  against  the  Lord, 

3  With  twelve  hundred  chariots,  and  threescore  thousand  horse- 
men: and  the  people  were  without  number  that  came  with  him  out 
of  Egypt;  the  Lubims,  the  Sukkiims,  and  the  Ethiopians. 

4  And  he  took  the  fenced  cities  which  pertained  to  Judah,  and  came 
to  Jerusalem. 

5  f  Then  came  Shemaiah  the  prophet  to  Rehoboam,  and  to  the 
princes  of  Judah,  that  were  gathered  together  to  Jerusalem  because 
of  Shishak,  and  said  unto  them.  Thus  saith  the  Lord,  Ye  have  for- 
saken me,  and  therefore  have  I  also  left  you  in  the  hand  of  Shishak. 

6  Whereupon  the  princes  of  Israel  and  the  king  humbled  them- 
selves; and  tney  said.  The  Lord  is  righteous. 

7  And  when  the  Lord  saw  that  they  humbled  themselves,  the 
word  of  the  Lord  came  to  Shemaiah,  saying.  They  have  humbled 
themselves;  therefore  I  will  not  destroy  them,  but  I  will  grant  them 
some  deliverance;  and  my  wrath  shall  not  be  poured  out  upon  Jeru- 
salem by  the  hand  of  Shishak. 

8  Nevertheless  they  shall  be  his  servants;  that  they  may  know  my 
service,  and  the  service  of  the  kingdoms  of  the  countries. 

9  So  Shishak  king  of  Egypt  came  up  against  Jerusalem,  and  took 
away  the  treasures  of  the  house  of  the  Lord,  and  the  treasures  of 
the  king's  house;  he  took  all:  he  carried  away  also  the  shields  of  gold 
which  Solomon  had  made. 

10  Instead  of  which  king  Rehoboam  made  shields  of  brass,  and 
committed  them  to  the  hands  of  the  chief  of  the  guard,  that  kept 
the  entrance  of  the  king's  house. 

11  And  when  the  king  entered  into  the  house  of  the  Lord,  the 
guard  came  and  fetched  tnem,  and  brought  them  again  into  the  guard- 
chamber. 

12  And  when  he  humbled  himself,  the  wrath  of  the  Lord  turned 
from  him,  that  he  would  not  destroy  him  altogether:  and  also  in 
Judah  things  went  well.* 

>Tbe  Reyfsed  Version  save  he  **8ou£ht  for  them  many  wives."    *The  Revised  Version  reads  *'  and  mor^ 
'  in  Judah  there  were  good  things  found." 
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»  

13  %  So  king  Rehoboam  strengthened  himself  in  Jerusalem,  and 
reigned:  for  Rehoboam  was  one  and  forty  years  old  when  he  began 
to  reign,  and  he  reigned  seventeen  years  in  Jerusalem,  the  city  which 
the  Lord  had  chosen  out  of  all  the  tribes  of  Israel,  to  put  his  name 
there.    And  his  mother's  name  was  Naamah  an  Ammonitess. 

14  And  he  did  evil,  because  he  prepared  not  his  heart  to  seek  the 
Lord. 

15  Now  the  acts  of  Rehoboam,  first  and  last,  are  they  not  written 
in  the  book  of  Shemaiah  the  prophet,  and  of  Iddo  the  seer  concerning 

fenealogies?    And  there  were  wars  between  Rehoboam  and  Jero- 
oam  continually. 

16  And  Rehoboam  slept  with  his  fathers,  and  was  buried  in  the 
city  of  David:  and  Abijah  his  son  reigned  in  his  stead. 

Cdajpter  13 

1  Abijah  tueeeedimf  makdh  war  againd  Jeroboam,    4  He  declanih  the  rigHd  of  hU  cauae.     13  TnuUng  in  God 
he  overcometh  Jeroboam.    21  The  vivee  and  children  of  Abijah, 

|OW  in  the  eighteenth  year  of  king  Jeroboam  began  Abijah  to 
reign  over  Judah. 
_^^^^_.__^      2  He  reigned  three  years  in   Jerusalem.     His  mother's 
name  also  was  IVIichaiah  the  daughter  of  Uriel  of  Gibeah.     And 
there  was  war  between  Abijah  and  Jeroboam. 

3  And  Abijah  set  the  battle  in  array  with  an  army  of  valiant  men 
of  war,  even  four  hundred  thousand  chosen  men:  Jeroboam  also  set 
the  battle  in  array  against  him  with  eight  hundred  thousand  chosen 
men,  being  mighty  men  of  valour. 

4  ^  And  Abijah  stood  up  upon  mount  Zemaraim,  which  is  in 
mount  Ephraim,  and  said.  Hear  me,  thou  Jeroboam,  and  all  Israel; 

5  Ougnt  ye  not  to  know  that  the  Lord  God  of  Israel  gave  the 
kingdom  over  Israel  to  David  for  ever,  even  to  him  and  to  Ids  sons 
by  a  covenant  of  salt? 

6  Yet  Jeroboam  the  son  of  Nebat,  the  servant  of  Solomon  the 
son  of  David,  is  risen  up,  and  hath  rebelled  against  his  lord. 

7  And  there  are  gathered  unto  him  vain  men,  the  children  of  Belial, 
and  have  strengthened  themselves  against  Rehoboam  the  son  of 
Solomon,  when  Rehoboam  was  young  and  tenderhearted,  and  could 
not  withstand  them, 

8  And  now  ye  think  to  withstand  the  kingdom  of  the  Lord  in  the 
hand  of  the  sons  of  David;  and  ye  be  a  great  multitude,  and  there  are 
with  you  golden  calves,  which  Jeroboam  made  you  for  gods. 

9  Have  ye  not  cast  out  the  priests  of  the  Lord,  the  sons  of  Aaron, 
and  the  Levites,  and  have  made  you  priests  after  the  maimer  of  the 
nations  of  other  lands  ?  so  that  whosoever  cometh  to  consecrate  him* 
self  with  a  young  bullock  and  seven  rams,  the  same  may  be  a  priest 
of  them  that  are  no  gods. 


OEBlfAN  ABTIST. 

**And  Solomon  made  affinity  wUh  Pharaoh  king  qf 
Egypt,  and  took  PharaoWs  daughter^  and  brought  her  into 
the  city  of  David  " — I  Kings,  3,  1. 

SOLOMON   thus   made   himsdf  secure   at  home. 
Abroad  he  had  no  important  enemies   to  meet. 
David  had  so  fully  impressed  the  fear  of  Israel  upon 
all  the  surrounding  nations,  that  they  were  only  too  glad 
to  welcome  Solomon  in  peace.    Even  the  great  monarch 
of  Egypt  treated  with  the  Israelite  ruler  apparently  as  an 
equal.    Solomon  wedded  a  daughter  of  one  of  the  Phar- 
aohs, who  must  have  been  a  member  of  the  twenty-first 
Egyptian  dynasty,  the  Tanites  or  priestly  rulers.    As  a 
dower  for  his  daughter  the  Egyptian  sent  his  armies  to 
storm  (iezer ,  the  chief  remaining  dty  of  the  ancient  Canaan- 
ites.    This  he  presented  as  a  wedding  gift  with  the  bride. 
Of  the  queen  thus  vigorously  introduced  into  Solomon's 
household,  we  can  learn  little  further.    The  wedding  was 
not  fully  approved  in  Israel  despite  the  princess's  high 
rank.    She  was  a  foreigner,  and  her  faith  was  not  Israel's. 
Indeed  we  learn  that  Solomon  would  not  keep  her  in  the 
**city  of  David,"  because  that  was  holy.    Hence  she  must 
ever  have  felt  herself  a  stranger  in  this  land  of  her  adoption. 
In  later  years  Solomon  built  for  her  a  palace,  whose  mag- 
nificence was  second  only  to  that  of  the  temple  he  built 
to  Grod.    Perhaps  we  can  trace  here  the  beginning  of 
the  king's  downfall,  his  choice  of  splendor 
rather  than  religion. 
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10  But  as  for  us,  the  Lord  is  our  God,  and  we  have  not  forsaken 
him;  and  the  priests,  which  minister  unto  the  Lord,  are  the  sons  of 
Aaron,  and  the  Levites  wait  upon  their  business: 

11  And  they  burn  unto  the  Lord  every  morning  and  every  evening 
burnt  sacrifices  and  sweet  incense:  the  shewbread  also  set  they  in 
order  upon  the  pure  table;  and  the  candlestick  of  gold  with  the  lamps 
thereof,  to  burn  every  evening:  for  we  keep  the  charge  of  the  Lord 
our  God;  but  ye  have  forsaken  him. 

12  And,  behold,  God  himself  is  with  us  for  our  captain,  and  his 
priests  with  sounding  trumpets  to  cry  alarm  against  you.  O  children 
of  Israel,  fight  ye  not  against  the  Lord  God  of  your  fathers;  for  ye 
shall  not  prosper. 

13  ^  But  Jeroboam  caused  an  ambushment  to  come  about  behind 
them :  so  they  were  before  Judah,  and  the  ambushment  was  behind  them. 

14  And  when  Judah  looked  back,  behold,  the  battle  wa^  before 
and  behind:  and  they  cried  unto  the  Lord,  and  the  priests  sounded 
with  the  trumpets. 

15  Then  the  men  of  Judah  gave  a  shout:  and  as  the  men  of  Judah 
shouted,  it  came  to  pass,  that  God  smote  Jeroboam  and  all  Israel 
before  Abijah  and  Judah. 

16  And  the  children  of  Israel  fled  before  Judah;  and  God  delivered 
them  into  their  hand. 

17  And  Abijah  and  his  people  slew  them  with  a  great  slaughter: 
so  there  fell  down  slain  of  Israel  five  hundred  thousand  chosen  men. 

18  Thus  the  children  of  Israel  were  brought  under  at  that  time, 
and  the  children  of  Judah  prevailed,  because  they  relied  upon  the 
Lord  God  of  their  fathers. 

19  And  Abijah  pursued  after  Jeroboam,  and  took  cities  from  him, 
Beth-el  with  tne  towns  thereof,  and  Jeshanah  with  the  towns  thereof, 
and  Ephraim*  with  the  towns  thereof. 

20  Neither  did  Jeroboam  recover  strength  again  in  the  days  of 
Abijah:  and  the  Lord  struck  him  and  he  died. 

21  1  But  Abijah  waxed  mightjr.  and  married  fourteen  wives,  and 
begat  twenty  and  two  sons,  and  sixteen  daughters. 

22  And  the  rest  of  the  acts  of  Abijah,  and  his  ways,  and  his  say- 
ings, are  written  in  the  story  of  the  prophet  Iddo. 

Cfiopter  14 

1  Am  meeeeding  dettroyelh  idolatry.    6  Havinq  peace,  he  ttrengtkeneth  hU  kingdom  voUh  fort9  and  armies.    0  Colt' 
ing  on  God,  he  overthroweUi  Zerah,  arid  epoUeth  the  Ethiopiane. 

O  Abijah  slept  with  his  fathers,  and  they  buried  him  in  the 
city  of  David:  and  Asa  his  son  reigned  m  his  stead.     In  his 

days  the  land  was  quiet  ten  years. 

2  And  Asa  did  that  which  was  good  and  right  in  the  eyes  of  the 
Lord  his  God: 

*"        >Tlili  refers  not  to  the  tribe  of  Ephraim,  but  to  the  town  Ephron  near  Bethel. 
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3  For  he  took  away  the  altars  of  the  strange  gods^  and  the  high 
places,  and  brake  down  the  images,  and  cut  down  the  groves: 

4  And  commanded  Judah  to  seek  the  Lord  God  of  their  fathers, 
and  to  do  the  law  and  the  commandment. 

5  Also  he  took  away  out  of  all  the  cities  of  Judah  the  high  places 
and  the  images:  and  the  kingdom  was  quiet  before  him. 

6  ^  And  he  built  fenced  cities  in  Judah :  for  the  land  had  rest,  and 
he  had  no  war  in  those  years;  because  the  Lord  had  given  him  rest. 

7  Therefore  he  said  unto  Judah,  Let  us  build  these  cities,  and  make 
about  them  walls,  and  towers,  gates,  and  bars,  while  the  land  is  yet  be- 
fore us ;  because  we  have  sought  the  Lord  our  God,  we  have  sought  hifn, 
and  he  hath  given  us  rest  on  every  side.    So  they  built  and  prospered. 

8  And  Asa  had  an  army  of  men  that  bare  taints  and  spears,  out 
of  Judah  three  hundred  thousand;  and  out  of  Senjamin,  that  bare 
shields  and  drew  bows,  two  hundred  and  fourscore  thousand:  all 
these  were  mighty  men  of  valour. 

9  ^  And  there  came  out  against  them  Zerah  the  Ethiopian  with 
an  host  of  a  thousand  thousand,  and  three  hundred  chariots;  and 
came  unto  Mareshah. 

10  Then  Asa  went  out  against  him,  and  they  set  the  battle  in  ar- 
ray in  the  valley  of  Zephathah  at  Mareshah. 

11  And  Asa  cried  unto  the  Lord  his  God,  and  said.  Lord;  it  is 
nothing  with  thee  to  help,  whether  with  many,  or  with  them  that  have 
no  power:  help  us,  O  Lord  our  God;  for  we  rest  on  thee,  and  in  thy 
name  we  go  against  this  multitude.  O  Lord,  thou  art  our  God: 
let  not  man  prevail  against  thee. 

12  So  the  Lord  smote  the  Ethiopians  before  Asa,  and  before 
Judah;  and  the  Ethiopians  fled. 

13  And  Asa  and  the  j>eople  that  were  with  him  pursued  them  unto 
Gerar:  and  the  Ethiopians  were  overthrown,  that  they  could  not 
recover  themselves;  for  they  were  destroyed  before  the  Ix>rd,  and  be- 
fore his  host;  and  they  carried  away  very  much  spoil. 

14  And  they  smote  all  the  cities  round  about  Gerar:  for  the  fear 
of  the  Lord  came  upon  them:  and  they  spoiled  all  the  cities;  for 
there  was  exceeding  much  spoil  in  them. 

15  They  smote  also  the  tents  of  cattle,  and  carried  away  sheep  and 
camels  in  abundance,  and  returned  to  Jerusalem. 

Cfiopter  15 

1  Am  wUk  Judah  and  manp  of  Jtrad,  tnaved  by  Oie  prophecy  of  Atariah  (hewn  of  Oded,  makt  a  toUmn  aovmunU 
wiih  God.  16  He  putUlh  down  Maathah  hU  mother  for  her  idolatry.  18  He  bringeth  dedieaied  OUnge  inio  ihe 
houee  of  Ood,  and  enjoyeth  a  long  peace. 


t^:^ 


the   Spirit   of   Grod   came    upon   Azariah   the   son   of 
Oded: 

2  And  he  went  out  to  meet  Asa,  and  said  unto  him.  Hear 
ye  me,  Asa,  and  all  Judah  and  Benjamin;  The  Lord  is  with  you. 


:^^^^ 


I  '.   - 


I  r    . 


'f. 


■•»       r 


=  -«k 


-■  K 


« ,  .1      « 


I     \  ^ 


I 
I 

r 


r.       -' 
I,    ' 


r    •    •       •<  > 


I  •  'I »  1 


•  :< 


.  «         ' 


F 


,} 


:  .}..• 


- ..« 


i    .A    '  "  ' 


I  •« 


jr 


it  I 


.     '•  .      >.. 


'J 


I  f 


t  I 
f 


II 


:i 


<i     i 


i'  ■  - 


4  t 


\r 


^/ 


,  i 


.  :>, 


tS^  ^MSbom  of  i^olomoti 

AFTER  RAPHAEL,  THE  GREAT  MASTER  OF  THE  RENAIS* 

SANCE.      THE  ORIGINAL  IS  IK  THE  MUSEUM 

OF  THE  VATICAN. 


*'  They  taw  that  the  wudom  of  God  uhu  in  Atm,  to  do 
judgment"— I  Kings,  3,  28. 

BEING  thus  honored  abroad  and  securely  established 
at  home,  Solomon,  at  least  in  his  younger  days, 
devoted  himself  to  caring  for  his  people,  to  being 
a  truly  good  and  thoughtful  king,  such  as  his  father  had 
been.  Grod  was  well  pleased  with  the  earnest  youth;  and, 
in  a  vision  of  the  night,  Solomon  felt  that  he  was  o£Fered, 
like  a  prince  in  a  fairy  tale,  the  chmce  of  any  one  good 
gift    He  chose  wisdom. 

The  high  repute  of  the  young  monarch  soon  exceeded 
that  of  his  father.  One  incident  which  especially  con- 
tributed to  his  renown  for  keen  practical  sagacity,  was 
the  well-known  story  of  the  two  women  who  appealed  to 
him  for  judgment.  Each  woman  had  an  infant  son;  and, 
one  child  having  died,  each  mother  claimed  the  living 
babe  as  hers.  Solomon  bade  a  soldier  divide  the  child  in 
half.  Thus  he  wrung  from  the  real  mother  a  cry  of  sur- 
render. She  would  give  up  the  babe  rather  than  see  it 
slain.  Then  the  king  stayed  the  hand  of  the  soldier,  and 
gave  the  living  boy  to  the  woman  who  had  proved  her  love. 
*'And  all  Israel  heard  of  the  judgment  which  the  king 
had  judged;  and  they  feared  the  king.' 
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while  ye  be  with  him;   and  if  ye  seek  him,  he  will  be  found  of 
you;  but  if  ye  forsake  him,  he  will  forsake  you. 

3  Now  for  a  long  season  Israel  hath  been  without  the  true  God, 
and  \*dthout  a  teacmng  priest,  and  without  law. 

4  But  when  they  in  their  trouble  did  turn  unto  the  Lord  God  of 
Israel,  and  sought  him,  he  was  found  of  them. 

5  And  in  those  times  there  was  no  peace  to  him  that  went  out,  nor  to 
him  that  came  in,  but  great  vexations  were  upon  all  the  inhabitants 
of  the  countries. 

6  And  nation  was  destroyed  of  nation,  and  city  of  city:  for  God 
did  vex  them  with  all  adversity. 

7  Be  ye  strong  therefore,  and  let  not  your  hands  be  weak:  for  your 
work  shall  be  rewarded. 

8  And  when  Asa  heard  these  words,  and  the  prophecy  of  Oded 
the  prophet,  he  took  courage,  and  put  awa^  the  abominable  idols 
out  of  all  the  land  of  Judah  and  Benjamin,  and  out  of  the  cities  which 
he  had  taken  from  mount  Ephraim,  and  renewed  the  altar  of  the 
Lord,  that  was  before  the  porch  of  the  Lord. 

9  And  he  gathered  all  Judah  and  Benjamin,  and  the  strangers 
with  them  out  of  Ephraim  and  Manasseh,  and  out  of  Simeon:  for 
they  fell  to  him  out  of  Israel  in  abundance,  when  they  saw  that  the 
Lord  his  God  wa^  with  him. 

10  So  they  gathered  themselves  together  at  Jerusalem  in  the  third 
month,  in  the  fifteenth  year  of  the  reign  of  Asa.  • 

11  And  they  offered  unto  the  Lord  the  same  time,  of  the  spoil 
which  they  had  brought,  seven  hundred  oxen  and  seven  thousand 
sheep. 

12  And  they  entered  into  a  covenant  to  seek  the  Lord  God  of 
their  fathers  with  all  their  heart  and  with  all  their  soul ; 

18  That  whosoever  would  not  seek  the  Lord  God  of  Israel  should 
be  put  to  death,  whether  small  or  great,  whether  man  or  woman. 

14  And  they  sware  unto  the  Lord  with  a  loiid  voice,  and  with 
shouting,  and  with  trumpets,  and  with  cornets. 

15  And  all  Judah  rejoiced  at  the  oath:  for  they  had  sworn  with  all 
their  heart,  and  sought  him  with  their  whole  desire;  and  he  was  found 
of  them:  and  the  Lord  gave  them  rest  round  about. 

16  f  And  also  concerning  M aachah  the  mother  of  Asa  the  king, 
he  removed  her  from  being  queen,  because  she  had  made  an  idol 
in  a  grove:  and  Asa  cut  down  her  idol,  and  stamped  ii^  and  burnt  it 
at  the  brook  Kidron. 

17  But  the  high  places  were  not  taken  away  out  of  Israel:  never- 
theless the  heart  of  Asa  was  perfect  all  his  days. 

18  ^  And  he  brought  into  the  house  of  God  the  things  that  his 
father  had  dedicated,  and  that  he  himself  had  dedicated,  silver,  and 
gold,  and  vessels. 
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19  And  there  was  no  more  war  unto  the  five  and  thirtieth  year  of 
the  reign  of  Asa. 

Ctiapter  16 

1  ilM,  by  Oie  aid  of  (he  SyriariB,  diverUth  Baasha  prom  buHding  of  Ramah.  7  Being  reproved  thereof  by  Hanami 
he  puttelk  him  in  prieon.  11  Among  hie  other  ode,  in  his  diaeaae  he  eeeteth  not  to  God,  bvi  to  the  pkyeiaemt 
13  Hie  death  and  Inarial. 

N  the  six  and  thirtieth  year  of  the  reign  of  Asa  Baasha^  ^^ 
of  Israel  came  up  against  Judah,  and  built  Ramah,  to  the 
intent  that  he  might  let  none  go  out  or  come  in  to  Asa  king  of 
Judah. 

2  Then  Asa  brought  out  silver  and  cold  out  of  the  treasures  of  the 
house  of  the  Lord  and  of  the  king's  house,  and  sent  to  Ben-hadad 
king  of  Syria,  that  dwelt  at  Damascus,  saying, 

3  There  is  a  league  between  me  and  thee,  as  there  was  between 
my  father  and  thy  father:  behold,  I  have  sent  thee  silver  and  gold; 
go,  break  thy  league  with  Baasha  king  of  Israel,  that  he  may  depart 
from  me. 

4  And  Ben-hadad  hearkened  unto  king  Asa  and  sent  the  captains 
of  his  armies  against  the  cities  of  Israel;  and  they  smote  Ijon,  and 
Dan,  and  Abelmaim,  and  all  the  store  cities  of  Naphtali. 

5  And  it  came  to  pass,  when  Baasha  heard  ii,  that  he  left  off  build- 
ing of  Ramah,  and  let  his  work  cease. 

6  Then  Asa  the  king  took  all  Judah;  and  they  carried  away  the 
stones  of  Ramah,  and  the  timber  thereof,  wherewith  Baasha  was 
building;  and  he  built  therewith  Geba  and  IVIizpah. 

7  T[  And  at  that  time  Hanani  the  seer  came  to  Asa  king  of  Judah, 
and  said  unto  him.  Because  thou  hast  relied  on  the  king  of  Syria, 
and  not  relied  on  the  Lord  thy  God,  therefore  is  the  host  of  the  Idng 
of  Syria  escaped  out  of  thine  hand. 

8  Were  not  the  Ethiopians  and  the  Lubims  a  huge  host,  with  very 
many  chariots  and  horsemen.?  yet,  because  thou  didst  rely  on  the 
Lord,  he  delivered  them  into  thine  hand. 

9  For  the  eyes  of  the  Ix)RD  run  to  and  fro  throughout  the  whole 
earth,  to  shew  himself  strong  in  the  behalf  of  them  whose  heart  is 
perfect  toward  him.  Herein  thou  hast  done  foolishly:  therefore 
from  henceforth  thou  shalt  have  wars. 

10  Then  Asa  was  wroth  with  the  seer,  and  put  him  in  a  prison- 
house;  for  he  was  in  a  rage  with  him  because  of  this  thing.  And 
Asa  oppressed  some  of  the  people  the  same  time. 

11  Tl  And,  behold,  the  acts  of  Asa,  first  and  last,  lo,  they  are  writ- 
ten in  the  book  of  the  kings  of  Judah  and  Israel. 

12  And  Asa  in  the  thirty  and  ninth  year  of  his  reign  was  diseased 
in  his  feet,  until  his  disease  was  exceeding  great:  yet  in  his  disease 
he  sought  not  to  the  Lord,  but  to  the  physicians. 

»There  te  some  confusion  of  dates  here.    Baasha's  reign  ended  in  the  twenty-seventh  year  of  Asa's. 
See  I.  KingE,  15.  33. 
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**And  we  wiU  cut  wood  out  of  Ldhanony  as  much  as  thou 
shall  need:  and  tee  will  bring  it  to  thee  in  floats  by  sea.** — 
//.  Chron.,  2,  16. 

NO  SOONER  was  Solomon  fully  established  in 
his  kingship  then  he  began  seriously  upon  the  great 
woik  of  his  reign,  the  building  of  the  magnificent 
House  of  Grod.  King  David  had  planned  this  temple  and 
gathered  vast  store  of  materials  for  it;  but  Solomon  felt 
that  all  was  not  enough.  He  renewed  therefore  his  father*s 
alliance  with  Hiram,  the  king  of  the  great  commercial 
metropolis  of  T}Te,  the  chief  trading  city  of  the  world 
in  those  days,  when  Rome  and  Carthage  were  yet  un- 
founded, and  the  Greeks  only  just  emerging  from  the 
savage  state. 

Bade  of  Tyre  lay  the  huge  mountain  of  Lebanon,  cov- 
ered ¥nth  cedar  trees  of  enormous  size  and  strength. 
They  were  considered  the  most  valuable  building  trees 
in  the  world,  so  Solomon  desired  them  for  his  temple. 
As  the  region  of  Lebanon  was  in  possession  of  King  Hiram, 
he  and  Solomon  struck  a  bargain  and  sent  each  of  them 
some  twenty  thousand  workmen  to  tend  to  the  felling  of 
the  cedars,  the  dragging  of  them  down  through  the  moun- 
tains to  the  coast,  and  sending  them  to  Jerusalem,  a  task 
of  almost  immeasurable  difficulty. 
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13  %  And  Asa  slept  with  his  fathers,  and  died  in  the  one  and  fortieth 
year  of  his  reign. 

14  And  they  buried  him  in  his  own  sepulchres,  which  he  had  made 
for  himself  in  the  city  of  David,  and  laid  him  in  the  bed  which  was 
filled  with  sweef  odours  and  divers  kinds  of  spices  prepared  by  the 
apothecaries'  art :  and  they  made  a  very  great  burning  for  him. 

Chapter  17 

1  Jehothaphat,  succeeding  Asa,  reigneih  well,  and  prospereth.  7  He  sendeth  T^evites  with  the  princes  to  teach 
Judak.  10  His  enemies  being  terrified  by  Ood,  some  of  them  bring  him  presents  and  iribtUe.  12  His  greatness, 
eapiains,  and  armies. 

ND  Jehoshaphat  his  son  reigned  in  his  stead,  and  strength- 
ened himself  against  Israel. 
__^__      2  And  he  placed  forces  in  all  the  fenced  cities  of  Judah» 
and  set  garrisons  in  tne  land  of  Judah,  and  in  the  cities  of  Ephraim^ 
which  Asa  his  father  had  taken. 

3  And  the  I-<ord  was  with  Jehoshaphat,  because  he  walked  in 
the  first  ways  of  his  father  David,  and  sought  not  unto  Baalim; 

4  But  sought  to  the  Lord  God  of  his  father,  and  walked  in  his 
commandments,  and  not  after  the  doings  of  Israel. 

5  Therefore  the  Lord  stablished  the  kingdom  in  his  hand;  and 
all  Judah  brought  to  Jehoshaphat  presents;  and  he  had  riches  and 
honour  in  abundance. 

6  And  his  heart  was  lifted  up  in  the  ways  of  the  Lord:  moreover 
he  took  away  the  high  places  and  groves  out  of  Judah. 

7  ^  Also  in  the  third  year  of  his  reign  he  sent  to  his  princes,  even 
to  Ben-hail,  and  to  Obadiah,  and  to  Zechariah,  and  to  Nethaneel, 
and  to  Michaiah,  to  teach  in  the  cities  of  Judah. 

8  And  with  them  he  sent  Levites,  even  Shemaiah,  and  Nethaniah, 
and  Zebadiah,  and  Asahel,  and  Shemiramoth,  and  Jehonathan,  and 
Adonijah,  and  Tobijah,  and  Tob-adonijah,  Levites;  and  with  them 
Elishama  and  Jehoram,  priests. 

9  And  they  taught  in  Judah,  and  had  the  book  of  the  law  of  the 
Lord  with  them,  and  went  about  throughout  all  the  cities  of  Judah, 
and  taught  the  people. 

10  ^  And  the  fear  of  the  Lord  fell  upon  all  the  kingdoms  of  the 
lands  that  were  round  about  Judah,  so  that  they  made  no  war  against 
Jehoshaphat. 

11  Also  some  of  the  Philistines  brought  Jehoshaphat  presents,  and 
tribute  silver;  and  the  Arabians  brought  nim  flocks,  seven  thousand  and 
seven  hundred  rams,  and  seven  thousand  and  seven  hundred  he  goats. 

12  Tf  And  Jehoshaphat  waxed  great  exceedingly;  and  he  built  in 
Judah  castles,  and  cities  of  store. 

13  And  he  had  much  business  in  the  cities  of  Judah:  and  the  men 
of  war,  mighty  men  of  valour,  were  in  Jerusalem. 
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14  And  these  are  the  numbers  of  them  according  to  the  house  of 
their  fathers;  Of  Judah,  the  captains  of  thousands;  Adnah  the  chief » 
and  with  him  mighty  men  of  valour  three  hundred  thousand. 

15  And  next  to  him  was  Jehohanan  the  captain,  and  with  him 
two  hundred  and  fourscore  thousand. 

16  And  next  him  was  Amasiah  the  son  of  Zichri,  who  willingly 
offered  himself  unto  the  Lord;  and  with  him  two  hundred  thousand 
mighty  men  of  valour. 

17  And  of  Benjamin;  Eliada  a  mighty  man  of  valour,  and  with 
him  armed  men  with  bow  and  shield  two  hundred  thousand. 

18  And  next  him  was  Jehozabad,  and  with  him  an  hundred  and 
fourscore  thousand  readv  prepared  for  the  war. 

19  These  waited  on  the  king,  beside  those  whom  the  king  put  in 
the  fenced  cities  throughout  all  Judah. 

Ctiopter  18 

1  JAoAaptuU^  joined  in  afUnity  with  Ahab,  is  persuaded  to  go  with  him  againd  Ramoth-ifaead,  4  Ahab,  smiuesd 
by  false  prophds,  according  to  the  word  of  Micaiah,  is  slain  there, 

|OW  Jehoshaphat  had  riches  and  honour  in  abundance,  and 
joined  aflSnity  with  Ahab. 
______      2  And  after  certain  years  he  went  down  to  Ahab  to  Samaria. 

And  Ahab  killed  sheep  and  oxen  for  him  in  abundance,  and  for  the 
people  that  he  had  with  him,  and  persuaded  him  to  go  up  toith  him 
to  Kamoth-gilead. 

3  And  Ahab  king  of  Israel  said  unto  Jehoshaphat  king  of  Judah, 
Wilt  thou  go  with  me  to  Ramoth-gitead  ?  And  he  answered  him, 
I  am  as  thou  art^  and  my  people  as  thy  people;  and  we  will  be  with 
thee  in  the  war. 

4  ^  And  Jehoshaphat  said  unto  the  king  of  Israel,  Inquire,  I  pray 
thee,  at  the  word  of  the  Lord  to-day. 

5  Therefore  the  king  of  Israel  gathered  together  of  prophets  four 
hundred  men,  and  said  unto  them.  Shall  we  go  to  Ramoth-gilead  to 
battle,  or  shall  I  forbear  ?  And  they  said.  Go  up;  for  God  wifl  deliver 
ii  into  the  king's  hand. 

6  But  Jehoshaphat  said.  Is  there  not  here  a  prophet  of  the  Lord 
besides,  that  we  might  inquire  of  him? 

7  And  the  king  of  Israel  said  unto  Jehoshaphat,  There  is  yet  one 
man,  by  whom' we  may  inquire  of  the  Lord:  out  I  hate  him;  for  he 
never  prophesied  good  unto  me,  but  always  evil:  the  same  is 
Micaian  the  son  oflmla.  And  Jehoshaphat  said.  Let  not  the  king 
say  so. 

8  And  the  king  of  Israel  called  for  one  of  his  officers,  and  said. 
Fetch  quickly  IVucaiah  the  son  of  Imla. 

9  And  the  king  of  Israel  and  Jehoshaphat  king  of  Judah  sat  either 
of  them  on  his  throne,  clothed  in  their  robes,  and  thev  sat  in  a  void 
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GERBIAN  ART. 
* 

*'And  the  word  of  the  Lord  came  to  Solomon^  saying^ 
Concerning  this  house  which  thou  art  in  buUding  .... 
then  wiU  I  petform  my  word  with  thee** — I.  Kings^  6,  11. 

WTH  the  cedars  of  Lebanon,  with  enormous 
stones  quarried  from  the  mountains  about 
Jerusalem,  and  with  marble  and  metal  and 
precious  jeweb  gathered  from  all  the  known  woiid.  King 
Solomon  b^;an  his  wondrous  temple.  No  sound  of  axe 
or  hammer  was  heard  as  the  woik  progressed.  Such  was 
the  feeling  of  reverence,  of  the  sanctity  of  this  house  of 
God,  that  all  the  rougher,  ruder  work  of  the  building  was 
carried  on  at  a  distance  frcnn  Jerusalem.  Stones  and 
beams  were  brought  thither  already  measured  and  pre- 
pared; and  the  walls  of  the  temple  rose,  according  to  tra- 
dition, amid  no  sounds  but  those  of  music  and  the  singing 
of  hymns  of  joy. 

While  the  work  progressed,  there  came  to  Solomon 
another  vision,  another  light  from  God,  approving  of  the 
work  and  promising  that  He  would  indeed  make  this 
temple  a  Holy  Place,  and  would  Himself  abide  there  with 
the  children  of  Israel,  so  long  as  they  followed  Him  and 
obeyed  His  commandments. 
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place  at  the  entering  in  of  the  gate  of  Samaria;  and  all  the  prophets 
prophesied  before  them. 

10  And  Zedekiah  the  son  of  Chenaanah  had  made  him  horns  of 
iron,  and  said.  Thus  saith  the  Lord,  With  these  thou  shalt  push 
Syria  until  they  be  consumed. 

11  And  all  the  prophets  prophesied  so,  saying.  Go  up  to  Ramoth- 
gilead,  and  prosper:  for  the  Lord  shall  deliver  it  into  the  hand  of 
the  king. 

12  And  the  messenger  that  went  to  call  INIicaiah  spake  to  him,  say- 
ing. Behold,  the  words  of  the  prophets  declare  good  to  the  king  with 
one  assent;  let  thy  word  therefore,  I  pray  thee,  be  like  one  of  theirs, 
and  speak  thou  TOod. 

13  And  IMicaian  said.  As  the  Lord  liveth,  even  what  my  God  saith, 
that  will  I  speak. 

14  And  wnen  he  was  come  to  the  king,  the  king  said  unto  him, 
IVIicaiah,  shall  we  go  to  Ramoth-gilead  to  battle,  or  shall  I  forbear.? 
And  he  said.  Go  ye  up,  and  prosper,  and  they  shall  be  delivered  into 
your  hand. 

15  And  the  king  said  to  him.  How  many  times  shall  I  adjure  thee 
that  thou  say  nothing  but  the  truth  to  me  in  the  name  of  the  Ix)rd  ? 

16  Then  he  said,  I  did  see  all  Israel  scattered  upon  the  mountains, 
as  sheep  that  have  no  shepherd:  and  the  Lord  said,  These  have  no 
master;  let  them  return  therefore  every  man  to  his  house  in  peace. 

17  And  the  king  of  Israel  said  to  Jehoshaphat,  Did  I  not  tell  thee 
that  he  would  not  prophesy  good  unto  me,  but  eril  ? 

18  A^ain  he  said.  Therefore  hear  the  word  of  the  Lord;  I  saw  the 
Lord  sitting  upon  his  throne,  and  all  the  host  of  heaven  standing 
on  his  right  hand  and  on  his  left. 

19  And  the  Lord  said.  Who  shall  entice  Ahab  king  of  Israel,  that 
he  may  go  up  and  fall  at  Ramoth-gilead  ?  And  one  spake  saying 
after  this  manner,  and  another  saying  after  that  manner. 

20  Then  there  came  out  a  spirit,  and  stood  before  the  Lord,  and 
said,  I  will  entice  him.     And  tne  Lord  said  unto  him.  Wherewith  ? 

21  And  he  said,  I  will  go  out,  and  be  a  lying  spirit  in  the  mouth 
of  all  his  prophets.  And  the  Lord  said.  Thou  shalt  entice  hirriy  and 
thou  shalt  also  prevail :  go  out,  and  do  even  so. 

22  Now  therefore,  behold,  the  Lord  hath  put  a  lying  spirit  in  the 
mouth  of  these  thy  prophets,  aud  the  Lord  hath  spoken  evil  against 
thee. 

23  Then  Zedekiah  the  son  of  Chenaanah  came  near  and  smote 
Micaiah  upon  the  cheek,  and  said,  Which  way  went  the  Spirit  of 
the  Lord  irom  me  to  speak  unto  thee  ? 

24  And  Micaiah  said.  Behold,  thou  shalt  see  on  that  day  when  thou 
shalt  go  into  an  inner  chamber  to  hide  thyself. 

25  Then  the  king  of  Israel  said.  Take  ye  Micaiah,  and  carry  him 
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back  to  Amon  the  governor  of  the  city,  and  to  Joash  the  king's     ! 
son; 

26  And  sav,  Thus  saith  the  king,  Put  tins  fellow  in  the  prison,  and 
feed  fiim  with  bread  of  affliction  and  with  water  of  affliction,  until  I     ■ 
return  in  peace. 

27  And  Micaiah   said,  If  thou  certainly  return  in  peace,   then     ^ 
hath  not  the  Lord  spoken  by  me.    And  he  said,  Hearken  all  ye  people. 

28  So  the  king  oi  Israel  and  Jehoshaphat  the  king  of  Juda^  went 
up  to  Ramoth-gilead. 

29  And  the  King  of  Israel  said  unto  Jehoshaphat,  I  will  disguise 
myself,  and  will  go  to  the  battle;  but  put  thou  on  thy  robes.  So  the 
king  of  Israel  disguised  himself;  and  they  went  to  the  battle. 

30  Now  the  king  of  Syria  had  commanded  the  captains  of  the 
chariots  that  were  with  him,  saying,  Fight  ye  not  with  small  or  great, 
save  only  with  the  king  of  Israel. 

31  And  it  came  to  pass,  when  the  captains  of  the  chariots  saw 
Jehoshaphat,  that  they  said.  It  is  the  king  of  Israel.  Therefore  they 
compassed  about  him  to  fight:  but  Jehoshaphat  cried  out,  and  the 
Lord  helped  him ;  and  God  moved  them  to  depart  from  him. 

32  For  it  came  to  pass,  that,  when  the  captains  of  the  chariots  per- 
ceived that  it  was  not  the  king  of  Israel,  they  turned  back  again  from 
pursuing  him. 

33  And  a  ceHmn  man  drew  a  bow  at  a  venture,  and  smote  the  king 
of  Israel  between  the  joints  of  the  harness:  therefore  he  said  to  his 
chariot  man.  Turn  thine  hand,  that  thou  mayest  carry  me  out  of  the 
host;  for  I  am  wounded. 

34  And  the  battle  increased  that  day:  howbeit  the  king  of  Israel 
stayed  himself  up  in  his  chariot  against  the  Syrians  until  the  even: 
ana  about  the  time  of  the  sun  going  down  he  died.  - 

Cfiapter  19 

1  JdUMhapkat,  reproved  by  Jdtu^  vitUeth  hU  kinodom.    5  Hia  indntctums  to  the  judges,  S  to  the  priesta  and  Leviieg, 

ND  Jehoshaphat  the  king  of  Judah  returned  to  his  house  in 


peace  to  Jerusalem. 

2  And  Jehu  the  son  of  Hanani  the  seer  went  out  to  meet 
him,  and  said  to  king  Jehoshaphat,  Shouldest  thou  help  the  ungodly, 
and  love  them  that  hate  the  Lord  ?  therefore  is  wrath  upon  thee  from 
before  the  Lord. 

3  Nevertheless  there  are  good  things  found  in  thee,  in  that  thou 
hast  taken  away  the  groves  out  of  the  land,  and  hast  prepared  thine 
heart  to  seek  God. 

4  And  Jehoshaphat  dwelt  at  Jerusalem:  and  he  went  out  again 
through  the  people  from  Beer-sheba  to  mount  Ephraim,  and  brought 
them  back  unto  the  Lord  God  of  their  fathers. 
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5  ^  And  he  set  judges  in  the  land  throughout  all  the  fenced  cities 
of  Judah,  city  by  city, 

6  And  said  to  the  Judges,  Take  heed  what  ye  do:  for  ye  judge  not 
for  man,  but  for  the  Lord,  who  is  with  you  in  the  judgment. 

7  Wherefore  now  let  the  fear  of  the  Lord  be  upon  you;  take  heed 
and  do  it:  for  there  is  no  iniquity  with  the  Lord  our  God,  nor  respect 
of  persons,  nor  taking  of  gifts. 

8  ^  Moreover  in  Jerusalem  did  Jehoshaphat  set  of  the  Levites, 
and  of  the  priests,  and  of  the  chief  of  the  fathers  of  Israel,  for  the 
judgment  oi  the  Lord,  and  for  controversies,  when  they  returned  to 
Jerusalem. 

9  And  he  charged  them,  saying,  Thus  shall  ye  do  in  the  fear  of  the 
LiORD,  faithfully,  and  with  a  perfect  heart. 

10  And  what  cause  soever  snail  come  to  you  of  your  brethren  that 
dwell  in  their  cities,  between  blood  and  blood,  between  law  and  com- 
mandments, statutes  and  judgments,  ye  shall  even  warn  them  that  they 
trespass  not  against  the  Lord,  and  so  wrath  come  upon  you,  and  upon 
your  brethren:  this  do,  and  ye  shall  not  trespass. 

11  And,  behold,  Amariah  the  chief  priest  is  over  you  in  all  matters 
of  the  Lord;  and  Zebadiah  the  son  of  ishmael,  the  ruler  of  the  house 
of  Judah,  for  all  the  king's  matters:  also  the  Levites  shall  be  oflScers 
before  you.     Deal  courageously,  and  the  Lord  shall  be  with  the  good. 

Chapter  20 

1  JehothapkcU  in  hU  tear  prodaimeth  a  fati.  5  Hit  prayer.  14  The  prophecy  of  Jahatiel.  20  Jehoshaphat  ex- 
harUOi  the  people,  ana  eettdh  singers  to  praise  the  Lord.  22  The  great  overthrow  of  the  enemies.  20  The  people^ 
Having  Nessed  God  at  Seraduih,  return  in  triumph.  31  Jeho^iaphat's  reign.  35  His  convoy  of  ships,  vMichhe 
made  with  Ahasiah,  according  to  the  prophecy  of  Eliezer,  unhappily  periled. 

T  came  to  pass  after  this  also,  that  the  children  of  Moab,  and 
the  children  of  Ammon,  and  with  them  other  beside  the  Am- 
monites,  came  against  Jehoshaphat  to  battle. 

2  Then  there  came  some  that  tola  Jehoshaphat,  saying.  There 
Cometh  a  great  multitude  against  thee  from  beyond  the  sea  on  this  side 
Syria;  and,  behold,  they  be  in  Hazazon-tamar,  which  is  En-gedi. 

3  And  Jehoshaphat  feared,  and  set  himself  to  seek  the  Lord,  and 
proclaimed  a  fast  throughout  all  Judah. 

4  And  Judah  gathered  themselves  together,  to  ask  help  of  the 
Lord:  even  out  of  all  the  cities  of  Judah  they  came  to  seek  the 
Lord. 

5  Tf  And  Jehoshaphat  stood  in  the  congregation  of  Judah  and 
Jerusalem,  in  the  house  of  the  Lord,  before  the  new  court, 

6  And  said,  O  Lord  God  of  our  fathers,  art  not  thou  God  in 
heaven  ?  and  rulest  not  thou  over  all  the  kingdoms  of  the  heathen ; 
and  in  thine  hand  is  there  not  power  and  might,  so  that  none  is  able 
to  withstand  thee  ? 

7  Art  not  thou  our  God,  who  didst  drive  out  the  inhabitants  of 
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this  land  before  thy  people  Israel,  and  gavest  it  to  the  seed  of  Abraham 
thy  friend  for  ever? 

8  And  they  dwelt  therein,  and  have  built  thee  a  sanctuary  therein 
for  thy  name,  saying, 

9  Ii,  when  evil  cometh  upon  us,  as  the  sword,  judgment,  or  pesti- 
lence, or  famine,  we  stand  before  this  house,  and  in  thy  presence, 
(for  thy  name  is  in  this  house,)  and  cry  unto  thee  in  our  affliction, 
then  thou  wilt  hear  and  help. 

10  And  now,  behold,  the  children  of  Ammon  and  Moab  and 
mount  Seir,  whom  thou  wouldest  not  let  Israel  invade,  when  they 
came  out  of  the  land  of  Egypt,  but  they  turned  from  them,  and  de- 
stroyed them  not; 

11  Behold,  /  sa^y  haw  they  reward  us,  to  come  to  cast  us  out  of 
thy  possession,  which  thou  hast  given  us  to  inherit. 

12  O  our  God,  \iilt  thou  not  judge  them  ?  for  w^e  have  no  might 
against  this  great  company  that  cometh  against  us;  neither  know 
we  what  to  do:  but  our  eyes  are  upon  thee. 

13  And  all  Judah  stood  before  the  Lord,  with  their  little  ones, 
their  wives,  and  their  children. 

14  ^  Then  upon  Jahaziel  the  son  of  Zechariah,  the  son  of  Benaiah, 
the  son  of  Jeiel,  the  son  of  Mattaniah,  a  Levite  of  the  sons  of  Asaph, 
came  the  Spirit  of  the  Lord  in  the  midst  of  the  congregation; 

15  And  ne  said,  Hearken  ye,  all  Judah,  and  ye  inhabitants  of 
Jerusalem,  and  thou  kin^  Jehoshaphat,  Thus  saitn  the  Lord  unto 

rou.  Be  not  afraid  nor  dismayed  by  reason  of  this  great  multitude; 
or  the  battle  is  not  yours,  but  God's. 

16  To-morrow  go  ye  down  against  them:  behold,  they  come  up 
by  the  cliif  of  Ziz :  and  ye  shall  fina  them  at  the  end  of  the  brook,  before 
the  wilderness  of  Jeruel. 

17  Ye  shall  not  need  to  fight  in  this  battle:  set  yourselves,  stand  ye 
stilly  and  see  the  salvation  of  the  Lord  with  you,  O  Judah  and  Jeru- 
salem: fear  not,  nor  be  dismayed;  to-morrow  go  out  against  them: 
for  the  Lord  will  be  with  you. 

18  And  Jehoshaphat  bowed  his  head  with  his  face  to  the  ground: 
and  all  Judah  and  the  inhabitants  of  Jerusalem  fell  before  the  Lord, 
worshipping  the  Lord. 

19  And  the  Levites,  of  the  children  of  the  Kohathites,  and  of  the 
children  of  the  Korthites,  stood  up  to  praise  the  Lord  God  of  Israel 
with  a  loud  voice  on  high. 

20  ^  And  they  rose  early  in  the  morning,  and  went  forth  into  the 
wilderness  of  Tekoa :  and  as  they  went  forth,  Jehoshaphat  stood  and 
said.  Hear  me,  O  Judah,  and  ye  inhabitants  of  Jerusalem;  Believe 
in  the  Lord  your  God,  so  shall  ye  be  established;  believe  his  prophets, 
so  shall  ye  prosper. 

21  And  when  he  had  consulted  with  the  people,  he  appointed 
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singers  unto  the  Lord,  and  that  should  praise  the  beauty  of  holiness, 
as  they  went  out  before  the  army,  and  to  say,  Praise  the  Lord;  for 
his  mercy  endureth  for  ever. 

22  f  And  when  they  began  to  sing  and  to  praise,  the  Lord  set 
ambushments  against  the  children  of  Ammon,  Moab,  and  mount 
Seir,  which  were  come  against  Judah;  and  they  were  smitten. 

23  For  the  children  of  Ammon  and  Moab  stood  up  against  the 
inhabitants  of  mount  Seir,  utterly  to  slay  and  destroy  them:  and  when 
they  had  made  an  end  of  the  inhabitants  of  Seir,  every  one  helped 
to  destroy  another. 

24  And  when  Judah  came  toward  the  watch  tower  in  the  wilderness, 
they  looked  unto  the  multitude,  and,  behold,  they  were  dead  bodies 
fallen  to  the  earth,  and  none  escaped. 

25  And  when  Jehoshaphat  and  nis  people  came  to  take  away  the 
spoil  of  them,  they  found  among  them  in  abundance  both  riches  with 
the  dead  bodies,  and  precious  jewels,  which  they  stripped  off  for 
themselves,  more  than  they  could  carry  away;  and  they  were  three 
days  in  gathering  of  the  spoil,  it  was  so  much. 

26  ^  And  on  the  fourth  day  they  assembled  themselves  in  the 
valley  of  Berachah;  for  there  they  blessed  the  Lord:  therefore  the 
name  of  the  same  place  was  called.  The  valley  of  Berachah,  unto 

'Ir'Sln  they  returned,  evey  man  of  Judah. and  Jerusalem,  and 
Jehoshaphat  in  the  forefront  of  them,  to  ^o  again  to  Jerusalem  with 
joy;  for  the  Lord  had  made  them  to  rejoice  over  their  enemies. 

28  And  they  came  to  Jerusalem  with  psalteries  and  harps  and 
trumpets  unto  the  house  of  the  Lord. 

29  And  the  fear  of  God  was  on  all  the  kingdoms  of  those  countries, 
when  they  had  heard  that  the  Lord  fought  against  the  enemies  of 
Israel. 

30  So  the  realm  of  Jehoshaphat  was  quiet:  for  his  God  gave  him 
rest  round  about. 

31  ^  And  Jehoshaphat  reigned  over  Judah:  he  was  thirty  and 
five  years  old  when  he  be^an  to  reign,  and  he  reigned  twenty  and 
five  years  in  Jerusalem.  And  his  mother's  name  was  Azubah  the 
daughter  of  Shilhi. 

32  And  he  walked  in  the  way  of  Asa  his  father,  and  departed  not 
'  from  it,  doing  thai  which  was  right  in  the  sight  of  the  Lord, 

33  Howbeit  the  high  places  were  not  taken  away:  for  as  yet 
the  people  had  not  prepared  their  hearts  unto  the  God  of  their 
fathers. 

34  Now  the  rest  of  the  acts  of  Jehoshaphat,  first  and  last,  behold, 
they  are  written  in  the  book  of  Jehu  the  son  of  Hanani,  who  is  men- 
tioned' in  the  book  of  the  kings  of  Israel. 

'Beimduh  means  Ueariiig.    *The  Revised  VenioD  nys  "which  is  inserted." 
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35  ^  And  after  this  did  Jehoshaphat  king  of  Judah  join  himself 
with  Ahaziah  king  of  Israel,  who  did  very  wickedly: 

36  And  he  joined  himself  with  him  to  make  ships  to  go  to  Tarshish: 
and  thev  maae  the  ships  in  Ezion-gaber. 

37  Then  Eliezer  the  son  of  Dodavah  of  Mareshah  prophesied 
against  Jehoshaphat,  saying.  Because  thou  hast  joined  thyself  with 
iUiaziah,  the  Ix)rd  hatn  broken  thy  works.  And  the  snips  were 
broken,  that  they  were  not  able  to  go  to  Tarshish. 

Cfiojpter  21 

1  Jdioram,  gueceeding  JAothapktd,  dayeth  his  brethren.  5  Hi*  wicked  reign,  8  Edom  and  Libnah  revoU.  12  TTke 
prophecy  of  Elijah  against  him  in  writing.  16  The  Philistines  and  Arabians  oppress  hinu  18  His  incurabU 
disease,  infamous  death  and  Inurial. 

lOW  Jehoshaphat  slept  with  his  fathers,  and  was  buried  with 
his  fathers  in  the  city  of  David.     And   Jehoram  his  son 
reigned  in  his  stead. 

2  And  he  had  brethren  the  sons  of  Jehoshaphat,  Azariah,  and 
Jehiel,  and  Zechariah,  and  Azariah,  and  Michael,  and  Shephatiah: 
all  these  were  the  sons  of  Jehoshaphat  kin^  of  Israel.^ 

3  And  their  father  gave  them  great  gifts  of  silver,  and  of  gold, 
and  of  precious  things,  with  fenced  cities  m  Judah:  but  the  kingdom 
gave  he  to  Jehoram;  because  he  was  the  firstborn. 

4  Now  when  Jehoram  was  risen  up  to  the  kingdom  of  his  father, 
he  strengthened  himself,  and  slew  all  his  brethren  with  the  sword, 
and  divers  also  of  the  princes  of  Israel. 

5  ^  Jehoram  was  thirty  and  two  years  old  when  he  began  to  reign, 
and  he  reigned  eight  years  in  Jerusalem. 

6  And  he  walked  in  the  way  of  the  kings  of  Israel,  like  as  did  the 
house  of  Ahab:  for  he  had  the  daughter  of  Ahab  to  wife:  and  he 
wrought  that  which  was  evil  in  the  eyes  of  the  Lord. 

7  Howbeit  the  Lord  would  not  destroy  the  house  of  David,  be- 
cause of  the  covenant  that  he  had  made  with  David,  and  as  he  prom- 
ised to  give  a  light  to  him  and  to  his  sons  for  ever. 

8  ^  In  his  days  the  Edomites  revolted  from  under  the  dominion 
of  Judah,  and  made  themselves  a  king. 

9  Then  Jehoram  went  forth  with  his  princes,  and  all  his  chariots 
with  him:  and  he  rose  up  by  ni^ht,  and  smote  the  Edomites  which 
compassed  him  in,  and  the  captains  of  the  chariots. 

10  So  the  Edomites  revolted  from  under  the  hand  of  Judah  unto 
this  day.  The  same  time  also  did  Libnah  revolt  from  under  his 
hand;  because  he  had  forsaken  the  Lord  God  of  his  fathers. 

11  Moreover  he  made  high  places  in  the  mountains  of  Judah,  and 
caused  the  inhabitants  of  Jerusalem  to  commit  fornication,  and  com* 
pelled  Judah  thereto. 

^Many  manuscripts  read  here  more  correctly  **]diig  of  Judah." 
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BT  J.  BARCLAY,  AFTER  A  RECENT  PHOTOGRAPH. 


*'And  Solomon  built  .  .  .  BaakUh^  and  Tadmor 
in  the  wUdemess^  in  the  land^  and  all  the  cities  {feiore  that 
Solomon  had"—L  Kings,  9,  17. 

WHEN  a  monarch  of  unrestricted  power  is  once 
seized  by  the  passion  for  building,  he  seldom 
ceases  from  it.  After  finishing  the  Temple, 
Solomon  continued  to  draw  on  lOng  Hiram,  his  ally,  for 
timber  and  for  workmen.  He  built  a  splendid  palace  for 
himself;  he  built  walls  and  aqueducts  and  other  structures 
for  Jerusalem.  Then  extending  his  work  yet  further, 
he  built  walled  cities  in  various  parts  of  his  domains, 
border  cities  mainly,  as  fortresses  of  defense.  Chief  of 
these  was  the  city  of  Tadmor,  the  ruins  of  which  are  still 
the  wonder  of  the  Arabian  desert.  He  is  also  reputed  to 
have  built  Baalbec,  which  may  be  the  same  as  Baalath, 
and  which  is  here  depicted  in  its  present  state. 

These  gigantic  and  beautiful  ruins  of  Baalbec  stand 
among  the  mountains  to  the  north  of  Palestine,  and  are 
reached  by  railroad  from  Damascus  and  Beirut.  Their 
actual  time  of  origin,  as  well  as  of  destruction,  has  been 
forgotten.  They  are  monuments  without  a  history. 
But  if  Solomon's  cities  did  indeed  resemble  these  marvellous 
structures  of  Baalbec,  then  the  Bible  is  all  too  modest,  too 
reticent,  in  speaking  of  them;  and  as  for  the  Temple* 
concerning  which  the  Scriptures  do  rise  to  enthusiasm, 
it  must  have  been  earth's  masterpiece  indeed. 
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12  ^  And  there  came  a  writing  to  him,  from  Elijah  the  prophet, 
saying.  Thus  saith  the  Lord  God  of  David  thy  father.  Because  thou 
hast  not  walked  in  the  ways  of  Jehoshaphat  thy  father,  nor  in  the 
v^ays  of  Asa  king  of  Judah, 

13  But  hast  walked  in  the  way  of  the  kings  of  Israel,  and  hast 
made  Judah  and  the  inhabitants  of  Jerusalem  to  go  a  whoring,  like 
to  the  whoredoms  of  the  house  of  Ahab,  and  also  hast  slain  thy  oreth- 
ren  of  thy  father's  house,  which  were  better  than  thyself: 

14  Behold,  with  a  great  plague  will  the  Lord  smite  thy  people, 
and  thy  children,  and  thy  wives,  and  all  thy  goods. 

15  And  thou  shall  have  great  sickness  by  disease  of  thy  bowels, 
until  thy  bowels  fall  out  by  reason  of  the  sickness  day  by  day. 

16  ^  Moreover  the  Lord  stirred  up  against  Jehoram  the  spirit 
of  the  JPhilistines,  and  of  the  Arabians,  that  were  near  the  Ethiopians: 

17  And  they  came  up  into  Judah,  and  brake  into  it,  and  carried 
away  all  the  substance  that  was  found  in  the  king's  house,  and  his 
sons  also,  and  his  wives;  so  that  there  was  never  a  son  left  him,  save 
Jehoahaz,  the  youngest  of  his  sons. 

18  ^  And  after  all  this  the  Lord  smote  him  in  his  bowels  with  an 
incurable  disease. 

19  And  it  came  to  pass,  that  in  process  of  time,  after  the  end  of 
two  years,  his  bowels  fell  out  by  reason  of  his  sickness:  so  he  died 
of  sore  diseases.  And  his  people  made  no  burning  for  him,  like 
the  burning  of  his  fathers. 

20  Thirty  and  two  years  old  was  he  when  he  began  to  reign,  and 
he  reigned  in  Jerusalem  eight  jrears,  and  departed  without  being 
desired.  Howbeit  they  buned  him  in  the  city  of  David,  but  not  in 
the  sepulchres  of  the  kings. 

Cfiapter  22 

1  Akaziah  suceeedina  reigneth  wickedly.     5  In  his  confederacy  with  Joram  the  eon  of  Ahab,  he  ie  dain  by  Jthu. 
10  Athaliah,  deetroytng  all  the  eeed  royals  eave  Joaah,  whom  Jehoehdbeath  hie  auni  hid,  ueurpeih  the  kingdom. 

ND  the  inhabitants  of  Jerusalem  made  Ahaziah^  his  youngest 
son  king  in  his  stead:  for  the  band  of  men  that  came  with 

the  Arabians  to  the  camp  had  slain  all  the  eldest.     So  Ahaziah 

the  son  of  Jehoram  king  of  Judah  reigned. 

2  Forty  and  two  years  old  wa^s  Ahaziah  when  he  began  to  reign, 
and  he  reigned  one  year  in  Jerusalem.  His  mother's  name  also  wa^ 
Athaliah  the  daughter  of  Omri. 

3  He  also  walked  in  the  ways  of  the  house  of  Ahab :  for  his  mother 
was  his  counsellor  to  do  wickedly. 

4  Wherefore  he  did  evil  in  the  sight  of  the  Lord  like  the  house  of 

>In  the  preceding  chapter  this  king's  name  is  given  as  Jehoahaz,  here  as  Ahaziah,  and  in  Terse  6  as 
Azariab.  These  three  names  must  refer  to  the  same  person.  The  first  two  forms  are  presumably  variationa 
of  the  same  name;  the  last  seems  a  mistake,  as  several  manuscripts  have  Ahaziah.  The  dates  and  ages  given 
api)ear  also  to  be  confused. 
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of  all  the  cities  of  Judah,  and  the  chief  of  the  fathers  of  Israel,  and 
they  came  to  Jerusalem. 

3  And  all  the  congregation  made  a  covenant  with  the  king  in  the 
house  of  God.  And  he  said  unto  them,  Behold,  the  king's  son  shall 
reign,  as  the  Lord  hath  said  of  the  sons  of  David. 

4  This  is  the  thing  that  ye  shall  do;  A  third  part  of  you  entering 
on  the  sabbath,  of  the  priests  and  of  the  Levites,  shall  be  porters  ol 
the  doors; 

5  And  a  third  part  shall  be  at  the  king's  house;  and  a  third  part  at 
the  gate  of  the  foundation:  and  all  the  people  shaU  be  in  the  courts 
of  the  house  of  the  Lord. 

6  But  let  none  come  into  the  house  of  the  Lord,  save  the  priests, 
and  they  that  minister  for  the  Levites;  they  shall  go  in,  for  they  are 
holy:  but  all  the  people  shall  keep  the  watch  of  the  jLord. 

7  And  the  Levites  shall  compass  the  king  round  about,  every  man 
'with  his  weapons  in  his  hand;  and  whosoever  else  cometh  into  the 
house,  he  shall  be  put  to  death:  but  be  ye  with  the  king  when  he 
cometh  in,  and  when  he  goeth  out. 

8  So  the  Levites  and  all  Judah  did  according  to  all  things  that 
Jehoiada  the  priest  had  commanded,  and  took  every  man  his  men  that 
were  to  come  in  on  the  sabbath,  with  them  that  were  to  go  out  on  the 
sabbath:  for  Jehoiada  the  priest  dismissed  not  the  courses. 

9  Moreover  Jehoiada  the  priest  delivered  to  the  captains  of  hun- 
<lreds  spears,  and  bucklers,  and  shields,  that  had  been  king  David's, 
iw^hich  were  in  the  house  of  God. 

10  And  he  set  all  the  people,  every  man  having  his  weapon  in  his 
hand,  from  the  right  side  of  the  temple  to  the  left  side  of  the  temple, 
Along  by  the  altar  and  the  temple,  by  the  king  round  about. 

11  Inen  they  brought  out  the  king's  son,  and  put  upon  him  the 
crown,  and  gave  him  the  testimony,  and  made  him  kin^.  And 
Jehoiada  and  his  sons  anointed  him,  and  said,  God  save  the  king. 

12  %  Now  when  Athaliah  heard  the  noise  of  the  people  running  and 
praising  the  king,  she  came  to  the  people  into  the  house  of  the  Lord  : 

13  And  she  looked,  and,  behold,  the  king  stood  at  his  pillar  at  the 
entering  in,  and  the  princes  and  the  trumpets  by  the  king:  and  all 
the  people  of  the  land  rejoiced,  and  sounded  with  trumpets,  also  the 
singers  with  instruments  of  musick,  and  such  as  taught  to  sing  praise. 
Then  Athaliah  rent  her  clothes,  and  said.  Treason,  Treason. 

14  Then  Jehoiada  the  priest  brought  out  the  captains  of  hundreds 
that  were  set  over  the  host,  and  said  unto  them.  Have  her  forth  of  the 
ranges:  and  whoso  followeth  her,  let  him  be  slain  with  the  sword. 
Por  the  priest  said,  Slay  her  not  in  the  house  of  the  Lord. 

15  So  thev  laid  hands  on  her;  and  when  she  was  come  to  the  enter- 
ing  of  the  horse  gate  by  the  king's  house,  they  slew  her  there/ 

iThe  Revised  Version  alters  these  two  verses  as  In  II  Kings  11,  to  give  tbe  sense  that  Athaliah  de- 
parted from  the  temple  unhindered  but  was  afterward  slain. 


I 
794  SECOND  CHRONICLES  XXIV — ^JOASH  AND  JEHOIADA  I 

16  T[  And  Jehoiada  made  a  covenant  between  him,  and  between 
all  the  people,  and  between  the  king,  that  they  should  be  the  Lord's 
people. 

17  Then  all  the  people  went  to  the  house  of  Baal,  and  brake  it 
down,  and  brake  his  altars  and  his  images  in  pieces  and  slew  Mattan 

the  priest  of  Baal  before  the  altars.  ' 

18  Also  Jehoiada  appointed  the  offices  of  the  house  of  the  Lord 
by  the  hand  of  the  pnests  the  Levites,  whom  David  had  distributed 
in  the  house  of  the  Lord,  to  offer  the  burnt  offerings  of  the  Lord,  i 
as  it  is  written  in  the  law  of  Moses,  with  rejoicing  and  with  singing, 
as  it  was  ordained  by  David. 

19  And  he  set  the  porters  at  the  ^ates  of  the  house  of  the  Lord, 
that  none  which  wa^  unclean  in  any  thing  should  enter  in. 

20  And  he  took  the  captains  of  hundreds,  and  the  nobles,  and  the 
TOvernors  of  the  people,  and  all  the  people  of  the  land,  and  brought         j 
lown  the  kin^  from  the  house  of  the  Lord:  and  they  came  through 
the  high  gate  into  the  king's  house,  and  set  the  king  upon  the  throne 
of  the  kingdom. 

21  And  all  the  people  of  the  land  rejoiced:  and  the  city  was  quiet, 
after  that  they  had  slain  Athaliah  with  the  sword. 


Chapter  24 

1  JoaA  reiandk  vodL  aU  the  days  of  Jdioiada.  4  He  aiveth  order  for  the  repair  of  the  temple.  15  JdUriadd'e 
death  and  fumourabte  hurial.  17  Joaah,  falling  to  idolatry,  dayeth  Zechariah  the  eon  of  Jehoiadeu  23  Joath 
U  epoHed  try  the  Syriana,  and  Main  by  Zabad  and  Jehozabad,    27  Amaxiah  succeedeth  him. 

OASH  was  seven  years  old  when  he  began  to  reign,  and  he 
reigned  forty  years  in  Jerusalem.     His  mother's  name  also 
j,PKLw  ^^^  Zibiah  of  Beer-sheba. 

2And  Joash  did  thai  which  wa^  right  in  the  sight  of  the  Lord 
all  the  days  of  Jehoiada  the  priest. 

3  And  Jehoiada  took  for  him  two  wives;  and  he  begat  sons  and 
daughters. 

4  f  And  it  came  to  pass  after  this,  thai  Joash  was  minded  to  repair 
the  house  of  the  Lord. 

5  And  he  gathered  together  the  priests  and  the  Levites,  and  said 
to  them.  Go  out  unto  the  cities  of  Judah,  and  gather  of  all  Israel 
money  to  repair  the  house  of  your  God  from  year  to  year,  and 
see  that  ye  hasten  the  matter.     Howbeit  the  Levites  hastened  it 

not. 

6  And  the  king  called  for  Jehoiada  the  chief,  and  said  unto  him» 
Why  hast  thou  not  required  of  the  Levites  to  bring  in  out  of  Judah 
and  out  of  Jerusalem  the  collection,  according  to  the  commandment 
of  Moses  the  servant  of  the  Lord,  and  of  the  congregation  of  Israel, 
for  the  tabernacle  of  witness  ? 

7  For  the  sons  of  Athaliah,  that  wicked  woman,  had  broken  up 
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BT  A  CONTEltFORABT  AMEBICAN  ABI38T. 


"And  when  the  queen  ef  Sh^ja  heard  of  the  fame  of 
Solomon  concerning  ike  name  of  the  Lord.,  she  cams  to 
prove  him  with  hard  questums" — L  Kings,  10^  i. 

THE  wealth  and  splendor  of  Solomon's  court  drew 
upon  him  the  attention  not  only  of  his  own  people, 
but  of  all  the  East  The  legends  of  both  Asia  and 
Africa  are  rich  with  tales  of  him.  According  to  these  he 
was  the  chosen  friend  of  €rod,  the  winds  of  the  earth 
obeyed  him,  and  vast  evil  spirits,  called  genu,  were  under 
his  dominion.  He  had  a  ring  engraved  with  the  seal  of 
omnipotence,  which  compelled  all  the  forces  of  nature  to 
submit  to  his  will.  The  winds  transported  him  and  his 
court  from  place  to  place  in  an  instant;  the  genii  toiled 
at  his  huge  buildings. 

None  of  these  fantastic  extravagances  is  mentioned 
in  the  Bible;  but  a  brief  account  is  given  of  the  visit  of  the 
Queen  of  Sheba,  which  has  been  seiaed  upon  and  magni- 
fied with  a  thousand  fanciful  details.  Who  this  queen 
really  was,  we  do  not  know,  except  that  she  must  have 
been  a  most  important  sovereign,  since  such  significance 
is  attached  to  her  coming  to  Solomon,  more  even  than  to 
his  wedding  of  Pharaoh's  daughter.  She  came  "with  a 
very  great  company,  and  camels  that  bare  spices  and  gold 
in  abundance,  and  precious  stones.**  It  has  been  thought 
that  Sheba  means  the  southern  coast  of  Arabia;  and  the 
Arabs  call  the  great  queen,  Balkis;  but  the  Africans  claim 
her  as  an  Ethiopian  named  Nikaule  or  Nitokris,  and  the 
kings  of  Abyssinia  to-day  claim  descent 
from  her  and  Sokmiaa. 
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the  house  of  God;  and  also  all  the  dedicated  things  of  the  house  of 
the  Lord  did  they  bestow  upon  Baalim. 

8  And  at  the  king's  commandment  they  made  a  chest,  and  set  it 
without  at  the  gate  of  the  house  of  the  Lord. 

9  And  they  made  a  proclamation  through  Judah  and  Jerusalem, 
to  bring  in  to  the  Lord  the  collection  that  Moses  the  servant  of  God 
laid  upon  Israel  in  the  wilderness. 

10  And  all  the  princes  and  all  the  people  rejoiced,  and  brought 
in,  and  cast  into  the  chest,  until  they  had  made  an  end. 

11  Now  it  came  to  pass,  that  at  what  time  the  chest  was  brought 
unto  the  king's  office  by  the  hand  of  the  Levites,  and  when  they  saw 
that  there  ivas  much  money,  the  king's  scribe  and  the  high  priest's 
officer  came  and  emptied  the  chest,  and  took  it,  and  carried  it  to 
his  place  again.  Thus  they  did  day  by  day,  and  gathered  money 
in  abundance. 

12  And  the  king  and  Jehoiada  gave  it  to  such  as  did  the  work  of  the 
service  of  the  house  of  the  Lord,  and  hired  masons  and  carpenters 
to  repair  the  house  of  the  Lord,  and  also  such  as  wrought  iron  and 
brass  to  mend  the  house  of  the  Lord. 

13  So  the  workmen  wrought,  and  the  work  was  perfected  by  them» 
and  they  set  the  house  of  God  in  his  state,  and  strengthened  it. 

14  And  when  they  had  finished  i/,  they  brought  the  rest  of  the 
money  before  the  king  and  Jehoiada,  whereof  were  made  vessels  for 
the  house  of  the  Lord,  even  vessels  to  minister,  and  to  offer  withaly 
and  spoons,  and  vessels  of  gold  and  silver.  And  they  offered  burnt 
offeriiL?s  in  the  house  of  the  Lord  continually  all  the  days  of  Jehoiada. 

15  Tl  But  Jehoiada  waxed  old,  and  was  full  of  days  when  he  died; 
an  hundred  and  thirty  years  old  was  he  when  he  died. 

16  And  they  buried  him  in  the  city  of  David  among  the  kings, 
because  he  had  done  good  in  Israel,  both  toward  God,  and  toward 
his  house. 

17  Now  after  the  death  of  Jehoiada  came  the  princes  of  Judah, 
and  made  obeisance  to  the  king.     Then  the  king  hearkened  unto  them. 

18  And  they  left  the  house  of  the  Lord  God  of  their  fathers,  and 
served  groves  and  idols:  and  wrath  came  upon  Judah  and  Jerusalem 
for  this  their  trespass. 

19  Yet  he  sent  prophets  to  them,  to  bring  them  again  unto  the 
Lord;  and  they  testified  against  them:  but  they  would  not  give  ear. 

20  And  the  Spirit  of  God  came  upon  Zechariah  the  son  of  Jehoiada 
the  priest,  whicn  stood  above  the  people,  and  said  unto  them.  Thus 
saith  God,  Why  transgress  ye  the  commandments  of  the  Lord,  that 
ye  cannot  prosper  ?  because  ye  have  forsaken  the  Lord,  he  hath  also 
forsaken  you. 

21  Ana  they  conspired  against  him,  and  stoned  him  with  stones 
at  the  conmiandment  of  the  king  in  the  court  of  the  house  of  the  Lord. 
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22  Thus  Joash  the  king  remembered  not  the  kindness  which  Je- 
hoiada  his  father  had  done  to  him,  but  slew  his  son.  And  when  he 
died,  he  said.  The  Lord  look  upon  it^  and  require  it. 

23  ^  And  it  came  to  pass  at  the  end  of  the  year,  that  the  host  of 
Syria  came  up  against  him:  and  they  came  to  Judah  and  Jerusalem, 
and  destroyea  all  the  princes  of  the  people  from  among  the  people, 
and  sent  all  the  spoil  of  them  unto  tne  king  of  Damascus. 

24  For  the  army  of  the  Syrians  came  with  a  small  company  of 
men,  and  the  Lord  deliyered  a  yery  great  host  into  their  hand,  oecause 
they  had  forsaken  the  Lord  God  oi  their  fathers.  So  they  executed 
judgment  against  Joash. 

25  And  when  they  were  departed  from  him,  (for  they  left  him  in 
great  diseases,)  his  own  senrants  conspired  against  him  for  the  blood 
of  the  sons  of  Jehoiada  the  priest,  and  slew  nim  on  his  bed,  and  he 
died:  and  they  buried  him  in  the  city  of  Dayid,  but  they  buried  him 
not  in  the  sepulchres  of  the  kings. 

26  And  these  are  they  that  conspired  against  him;  Zabad  the  son 
of  Shimeath  an  Ammonitess,  and  Jehozabad  the  son  of  Shimrith  a 
Moabitess. 

27  ^  Now  concerning  his  sons,  and  the  greatness  of  the  burdens 
laid  upon  him,  and  the  repairing  of  the  house  of  God,  behold,  they  are 
written  in  the  story  of  the  book  of  the  kings.  And  Amaziah  hi^  son 
reigned  in  his  stead. 

Ctiapter  25 

1  Atiuuiah  heiriimdh  to  reign  wdl.  3  He  execuielh  ftutiee  on  the  traiiort.  5  Havinp  hired  an  army  of  lerodike 
apainet  the  Saomites,  at  the  word  of  a  prophet  he  loselh  the  hundred  talents,  and  dtemieaeth  them.  II  He  over' 
throweth  the  Bdomitea.  10, 13  The  laroMites,  discontented  vHh  their  diemieeum,  spoil  as  they  return  home.  14  Am' 
atiah,  proud  of  his  victory,  serveth  the  gods  of  Edom,  and  despiseth  the  admonitions  of  the  propheL  17  He  pro- 
vakdh  Joash  to  his  avertmw.    25  His  reign.    27  He  is  slain  by  conspiracy. 


[MAZIAH  was  twenty  and  fiye  years  old  when  he  began  to 
reign,  and  he  reigned  twenty  and  nine  years  in  Jerusalem. 
And  his  mother's  name  was  Jehoaddan  of  Jerusalem. 

2  And  he  did  that  which  was  right  in  the  sight  of  the  Lord,  but 
not  with  a  perfect  heart. 

3  ^  Now  it  came  to  pass,  when  the  kingdom  was  established  to 
him,  that  he  slew  his  seryants  that  had  killed  the  king  his  father. 

4  But  he  slew  not  their  children,  but  did  as  it  is  written  in  the  law 
in  the  book  of  IVfoses,  where  the  Lord  conmianded,  saying.  The 
fathers  shall  not  die  for  the  children,  neither  shall  the  children  die 
for  the  fathers,  but  eyery  man  shall  die  for  his  own  sin. 

5  1  Moreoyer  Amaziah  gathered  Judah  together,  and  made  them 
captains  oyer  thousands,  and  captains  oyer  nundreds,  according  to 
the  houses  of  their  fathers,  throughout  all  Judah  and  Benjamin:  and 
he  numbered  them  from  twenty  years  old  and  aboye,  and  found  them 
three  himdred  thousand  choice  men,  able  to  go  forth  to  war,  that  could 
handle  spear  and  shield. 
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6  He  hired  also  an  hundred  thousand  mighty  men  of  valour  out 
of  Israel  for  an  hundred  talents  of  silver. 

7  But  there  came  a  man  of  God  to  him,  saying,  O  king,  let  not 
the  armv  of  Israel  go  with  thee;  for  the  Lord  is  not  with  Israel,  to 
wity  with  all  the  children  of  Ephraim. 

8  But  if  thou  wilt  go,  do  iU  be  strong  for  the  battle:  God  shall 
make  thee  fall  before  the  enemy:  for  God  hath  power  to  help,  and 
to  cast  down. 

9  And  Amaziah  said  to  the  man  of  God,  But  what  shall  we  do 
for  the  hundred  talents  which  I  have  given  to  the  army  of  Israel? 
And  the  man  of  God  answered.  The  Lord  is  able  to  give  thee  much 
more  than  this. 

10  Then  Amaziah  separated  them,  to  wit^  the  army  that  was  come 
to  him  out  of  Ephraim,  to  go  home  again:  wherefore  their  anger 
was  greatly  kindled  against  Judah,  and  they  returned  home  in  great 
anger. 

11  ^  And  Amaziah  strengthened  himself,  and  led  forth  his  people, 
and  went  to  the  valley  of  salt,  and  smote  of  the  children  of  Seir  ten 
thousand. 

12  And  other  ten  thousand  left  alive  did  the  children  of  Judah  carry 
away  captive,  and  brought  them  unto  the  top  of  the  rock,  and  cast 
them  down  from  the  top  of  the  rock,  that  tney  all  were  broken  in 
pieces. 

13  ^  But  the  soldiers  of  the  army  which  Amaziah  sent  back,  that 
they  should  not  go  with  him  to  battle,  fell  upon  the  cities  of  Judah, 
from  Samaria  even  unto  Beth-horon,  and  smote  three  thousand  of 
them,  and  took  much  spoil. 

14  ^  Now  it  came  to  pass,  after  that  Amaziah  was  come  from  the 
slaughter  of  the  Edomites,  that  he  brought  the  gods  of  the  children 
of  Seir,  and  set  them  up  to  he  his  gods,  arid  bowed  down  himself 
before  them,  and  burned  incense  unto  them. 

15  Wherefore  the  anger  of  the  Lord  was  kindled  against  Amaziah, 
and  he  sent  unto  him  a  prophet,  which  said  unto  nim,  Why  hast 
thou  sought  after  the  goas  of  the  people,  which  could  not  deliver 
their  own  people  out  of  thine  hand  ? 

16  And  it  came  to  pass,  as  he  talked  with  him,  that  the  king  said 
unto  him.  Art  thou  made  of  the  king's  counsel  ?  forbear;  why  shouldest 
thou  he  smitten  ?  Then  the  prophet  forbare,  and  said,  I  know  that 
God  hath  determined  to  destroy  thee,  because  thou  hast  done  this, 
and  hast  not  hearkened  unto  my  counsel. 

17  ^  Then  Amaziah  king  of  Judah  took  advice,  and  sent  to  Joash, 
the  son  of  Jehoahaz,  the  son  of  Jehu,  king  of  Israel,  saying.  Come, 
let  us  see  one  another  in  the  face. 

18  And  Joash  king  of  Israel  sent  to  Amaziah  king  of  Judah,  saying. 
The  thistle  that  was  in  Lebanon  sent  to  the  cedar  thai  wa^  in  Lebanon, 
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saying.  Give  thy  daughter  to  my  son  to  wife:  and  there  passed  by 
a  wild  beast  that  was  in  Lebanon,  and  trode  down  the  thistle. 

19  Thou  sayest,  Lo,  thou  hast  smitten  the  Edomites;  and  thine 
heart  lifteth  thee  up  to  boast:  abide  now  at  home;  why  shouldest 
thou  meddle  to  thine  hurt,  that  thou  shouldest  fall,  even  thou,  and 
Judah  with  thee? 

20  But  Amaziah  would  not  hear;  for  it  came  of  God,  that  he  might 
deliver  them  into  the  hand  of  their  enemies^  because  they  sought  after 
the  gods  of  Edom. 

21  So  Joash  the  king  of  Israel  went  up;  and  they  saw  one  another 
in  the  face,  both  he  and  Amaziah  king  of  Judah,  at  Beth-shemesh, 
which  belongeth  to  Judah. 

22  And  Judah  was  put  to  the  worse  before  Israel,  and  they  fled 
every  man  to  his  tent. 

23  And  Joash  the  king  of  Israel  took  Amaziah  the  king  of  Judah, 
the  son  of  Joash,  the  son  of  Jehoahaz,  at  Beth-shemesh,  and  brought 
him  to  Jerusalem,  and  brake  down  the  w^all  of  Jerusalem  from  the 
gate  of  Ephraim  to  the  corner  gate,  four  hundred  cubits. 

24  And  he  took  all  the  gold  and  the  silver,  and  all  the  vessels  that 
were  found  in  the  house  of  God  with  Obed-edom,  and  the  treasures 
of  the  king's  house,  the  hostages  also,  and  returned  to  Samaria. 

25  ^  And  Amaziah  the  son  of  Joash  king  of  Judah  lived  after  the 
death  of  Joash  son  of  Jehoahaz  king  of  Israel  fifteen  years. 

26  Now  the  rest  of  the  acts  of  Amaziah,  first  and  last,  behold, 
are  th^  not  written  in  the  book  of  the  kings  of  Judah  and  Israel? 

27  ^Now  after  the  time  that  Amaziah  did  turn  away  from  follo\^ing 
the  Lord  they  made  a  conspiracy  against  him  in  Jerusalem;  and  he 
fled  to  Lachish:  but  they  sent  to  Lachish  after  him,  and  slew  him 
there. 

28  And  they  brought  him  upon  horses,  and  buried  him  with  his 
fathers  in  the  city  of  Judah. 

Cfiapter  26 

1  Utxiah  aueceeUng,  and  reigning  weU  in  the  day$  of  Zeehariah,  protperelh.    16  Waxing  proud^  h€  invaddh  the 
— '*""«  oi0lce,  and  u  tmiUen  with  leproty.    22  He  dieth,  and  JoUiam  mcceedeth  him, 

HEN  all  the  people  of  Judah  took  Uzziah,  who  wa^s  sixteen 
years  old,  and  made  him  king  in  the  room  of  his  father 
Amaziah. 

2  He  built  Eloth,  and  restored  it  to  Judah,  after  that  the  king 
slept  with  his  fathers. 

3  Sixteen  years  old  was  Uzziah  when  he  began  to  reign,  and  he 
reigned  fifty  and  two  years  in  Jerusalem.  His  mother's  name  also 
wa^  Jecoliah  of  Jerusalem. 

4  And  he  did  that  which  was  right  in  the  sight  of  the  Lord,  accord- 
ing to  all  that  his  father  Amaziah  did. 
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5  And  he  sought  God  in  the  days  of  Zechariah,  who  had  under- 
standing in  the  visions  of  God:  ana  as  long  as  he  sought  the  Lord, 
God  made  him  to  prosper. 

6  And  he  went  forth  and  warred  against  the  Philistines,  and  brake 
down  the  wall  of  Gath,  and  the  wall  of  Jabneh,  and  the  wall  of 
Ashdod,  and  built  cities  about  Ashdod,  and  among  the  Philis- 
tines. 

7  And  God  helped  him  against  the  Philistines,  and  against  the 
Arabians  that  dwelt  in  Gur-baal,  and  the  Mehunims. 

8  And  the  Ammonites  gave  gifts  to  Uzziah:  and  his  name  spread 
abroad  even  to  the  entering  in  of  Egypt;  for  he  strengthened  himself 
exceedingly. 

9  Moreover  Uzziah  built  towers  in  Jerusalem  at  the  comer  gate, 
and  at  the  valley  gate,  and  at  the  turning  of  thewaUy  and  fortified 
them. 

10  Also  he  built  towers  in  the  desert,  and  digged  many  wells:  for 
he  had  much  cattle,  both  in  the  low  country  and  in  the  plains:  husband- 
men cdso^  and  vine  dressers  in  the  mountains,  and  in  Carmel:  for  he 
loved  husbandry. 

11  Moreover  Uzziah  had  an  host  of  fighting  men,  that  went  out 
to  war  by  bands,  according  to  the  number  of  their  account  by  the 
hand  of  Jeiel  the  scribe  and  Maaseiah  the  ruler,  under  the  hand  of 
Hananiah,  one  of  the  king's  captains. 

12  The  whole  number  of  the  chief  of  the  fathers  of  the  mighty 
men  of  valour  were  two  thousand  and  six  hundred. 

13  And  under  their  hand  was  an  army,  three  hundred  thousand 
and  seven  thousand  and  five  hundred,  that  made  war  with  mighty 
power,  to  help  the  king  against  the  enemy. 

14  And  Uzziah  prepared  for  them  throughout  all  the  host  shields, 
and  spears,  and  helmets,  and  habergeons,  and  bows,  and  slings  to 
caM  stones. 

15  And  he  made  in  Jerusalem  engines,  invented  by  cunning  men, 
to  be  on  the  towers  and  upon  the  bulwarks,  to  shoot  arrows  and  great 
stones  withal.  And  his  name  spread  far  abroad;  for  he  was  marvel- 
lously helped,  till  he  was  strong. 

16  ^  But  when  he  was  strong,  his  heart  was  lifted  up  to  his  destruc- 
tion: for  he  transgressed  against  the  Lord  his  Goa,  and  went  into 
the  temple  of  the  Lord  to  ourn  incense  upon  the  altar  of  incense. 

17  And  Azariah  the  priest  went  in  after  him,  and  with  him  fourscore 
priests  of  the  Lord,  that  were  valiant  men: 

18  And  they  withstood  Uzziah  the  king,  and  said  unto  him.  It 
appertaineth  not  unto  thee,  Uzziah,  to  burn  incense  unto  the  Lord, 
but  to  the  priests  the  sons  of  Aaron,  that  are  consecrated  to  burn 
incense:  go  out  of  the  sanctuary;  for  thou  hast  trespassed;  neither 
shall  it  be  for  thine  honour  from  the  Lord  God, 
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19  Then  Uzziah  was  wroth,  and  had  a  censer  in  his  hand  to  burn 
incense:  and  while  he  was  wroth  with  the  priests,  the  leprosy  even 
rose  up  in  his  forehead  before  the  priests  in  the  house  of  the  Lord, 
from  beside  the  incense  altar. 

20  And  Azariah  the  chief  priest,  and  all  the  priests,  looked  upon 
him,  and,  behold,  he  wets  leprous  in  his  forehead,  and  they  thrust 
him  out  from  thence;  yea,  himself  hasted  also  to  go  out,  because  the 
Lord  had  smitten  him. 

21  And  Uzziah  the  king  was  a  leper  unto  the  day  of  his  death, 
and  dwelt  in  a  several  house,  being  a  leper;  for  he  was  cut  off  from 
the  house  of  the  Lord  :  and  Jotham  his  son  was  over  the  king's  house, 
judging  the  people  of  the  land. 

22  II  Now  the  rest  of  the  acts  of  Uzziah,  first  and  last,  did  Isaiah 
the  prophet,  the  son  of  Amoz,  write. 

23  So  Uzziah  slept  with  his  fathers,  and  they  buried  him  with  his 
fathers  in  the  field  of  the  burial  which  belonged  to  the  kings;  for  they 
said.  He  is  a  leper:  and  Jotham  his  son  reigned  in  his  stead. 

Chapter  27 

1  Jdham  reignino  toeK  prosperdh,    5  He  mtbdtuih  the  AmmonUee.    7  Hie  reign,    0  Akax  aueeteddk  kirn. 

OTHAM  was  twenty  and  five  years  old  when  he  began  to 
reign,  and  he  reigned  sixteen  years  in  Jerusalem,  ffis 
mother's  name  also  was  Jerushah,  the  daughter  of  Zadok. 

2  And  he  did  that  which  was  right  in  the  sight  of  the  Lord,  accord- 
ing to  all  that  his  father  Uzziah  did:  howbeit  he  entered  not  into  the 
temple  of  the  Lord.    And  the  people  did  yet  corruptly. 

3  He  built  the  hi^h  gate  of  the  house  of  the  Lord,  and  on  the 
wall  of  Ophel  he  built  much. 

4  Moreover  he  built  cities  in  the  mountains  of  Judah,  and  in  the 
forests  he  built  castles  and  towers. 

5  %  He  fought  also  ^^dth  the  king  of  the  Ammonites,  and  prevailed 
against  them.  And  the  children  of  Ammon  gave  him  the  same  year 
an  hundred  talents  of  silver,  and  ten  thousand  measures  of  wheat, 
and  ten  thousand  of  barley.  So  much  did  the  children  of  Ammon 
pay  unto  him,  both  the  second  year,  and  the  third. 

6  So  Jotham  became  mighty,  because  he  prepared  his  ways  before 
the  Lord  his  God. 

7  ^  Now  the  rest  of  the  acts  of  Jotham,  and  all  his  wars,  and  his 
ways,  lo,  they  are  written  in  the  book  of  the  kings  of  Israel  and 
Judah. 

8  He  was  five  and  twenty  years  old  when  he  began  to  reign,  and 
reigned  sixteen  years  in  Jerusalem. 

9  ^  And  Jotham  slept  with  his  fathers,  and  they  buried  him  in 
the  city  of  David:  and  Ahaz  his  son  reigned  in  his  stead. 
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**And  the  Lord  was  angry  with  Solomon  hecatue  hia 
heart  was  turned  from  the  Lord** — I.  Kings^  lU  ^• 

THUS  the  causes  of  diasatisCaction  against  Solomon 
increased  in  Israel.  He  burdened  the  people  with 
taxation,  and  he  disobeyed  their  religious  law. 
A  yet  graver  consequence  soon  followed.  He  was  per- 
suaded by  several  of  his  wives  to  permit  them  to  worship 
their  own  gods,  and  afterwards  he  was  led  to  join  them 
in  idolatry.  The  downfall  of  the  cfaosen  servant  and 
friend  of  the  Lord  was  thus  complete. 

"For  Solomon  went  after  Ashtoreth  the  goddess  of 
the  Zidonians,  and  after  Mileom  the  abomination  of  the 
Ammonites.'*  His  apostasy  may  have  been  private  at 
first;  but  later  he  displayed  it  before  all  his  people.  He 
built  public  altars  to  Chemosh,  the  Moabifce  god,  and  to 
Molech,  the  dread  god  of  fire  to  whom  were  offered  human 
sacrifices.  These  altars  stood  as  landmarks  upon  the 
hills  surrounding  Jerusalem.  Thus  the  wisdom  of  earth 
became  foolishness;  and  the  outworn,  feeble,  disheartened 
old  king  sank  down  into  a  grave  of  shame,  crying  out  that 
all  life  was  but  vanity. 
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Chapter  28 

1  AJuxz  reionino  very  wUkedly  U  ffreaUy  afflicted  by  the  Syrians.  6  Jvdah  being  captivated  by  the  Israelites  is  sen^ 
home  by  the  counsel  of  Oded  the  propket.  Id  Ahaz  senaiMf  for  aid  to  Assyria  is  not  helped  Uiereby.  22  In  his 
distress  he  growelh  more  idolalrotu,    26  He  dying^  Hexekiah  succeedeth  him. 

HAZ  was  twenty  years  old  when  he  began  to  reign,  and  he 

reigned  sixteen  years  in  Jerusalem :  but  ne  did  not  that  which 

wa^  right  in  the  sight  of  the  Lord,  like  David  his  father: 

2  For  he  walked  in  the  ways  of  the  kings  of  IsraeU  and  made  also 
molten  images  for  BaaUm. 

3  Moreover  he  burnt  incense  in  the  valley  of  the  son  of  Hinnom, 
and  burnt  his  children  in  the  fire,  after  the  abominations  of  the  heathen 
whom  the  Lord  had  cast  out  before  the  children  of  Israel. 

4  He  sacrificed  also  and  burnt  incense  in  the  high  places,  and  on 
the  hills,  and  under  every  green  tree! 

5  Wherefore  the  Lord  his  God  delivered  him  into  the  hand  of 
the  king  of  Syria;  and  they  smote  him,  and  carried  away  a  great 
multitude  of  them  captives,  and  brought  them  to  Damascus.  And 
he  was  also  delivered  into  the  hand  of  the  kins:  of  Israel,  who  smote 
him  with  a  great  slaughter. 

6  ^  For  Pekah  the  son  of  Remaliah  slew  in  Judah  an  hundred 
and  twenty  thousand  in  one  day,  which  were  all  valiant  men;  because 
they  had  forsaken  the  Lord  Grod  of  their  fathers. 

7  And  Ziqhri,  a  mighty  man  of  Ephraim,  slew  Maaseiah  the  king's 
son,  and  Azrikam  the  governor  of  the  house,  and  Elkanah  thai  was 
next  to  the  king. 

8  And  the  cSldren  of  Israel  carried  away  captive  of  their  brethren 
two  hundred  thousand,  women,  sons,  and  daughters,  and  took  also 
away  much  spoil  from  them,  and  brought  the  spoil  to  Samaria. 

9  But  a  prophet  of  the  Lord  was  there,  whose  name  was  Oded: 
and  he  went  out  before  the  host  that  came  to  Samaria,  and  said  unto 
them.  Behold,  because  the  Lord  God  of  your  fathers  was  wroth  with 
Judah,  he  hath  delivered  them  into  your  hand,  and  ye  have  slain 
them  in  a  rage  that  reacheth  up  unto  heaven. 

10  And  now  ye  purpose  to  keep  under  the  children  of  Judah  and 
Jerusalem  for  bonamen  and  bondwomen  unto  you:  bvi  are  there  not 
with  you,  even  with  you,  sins  against  the  Lord  your  God  ? 

11  Now  hear  me  therefore,  and  deliver  the  captives  again,  which 
ye  have  taken  captive  of  your  brethren:  for  the  fierce  wrath  of  the 
Lord  is  upon  you. 

12  Then  certain  of  the  heads  of  the  children  of  Ephraim,  Azariah 
the  son  of  Johanan,  Berechiah  the  son  of  Meshillemotn,  and  Jehizkiah 
the  son  of  Shallum,  and  Amasa  the  son  of  Hadlai,  stood  up  against 
them  that  came  from  the  war, 

13  And  said  unto  them,  Ye  shall  not  bring  in  the  captives  hither: 
for  whereas  we  have  offended  against  the  Lord  already^  ye  intend  to 
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add  more  to  our  sins  and  to  our  trespass;  for  our  trespass  is  great, 
and  there  is  fierce  wrath  against  Israel. 

14  So  the  armed  men  left  the  captives  and  the  spoil  before  the 
princes  and  all  the  congregation. 

15  And  the  men  which  were  expressed  by  name  rose  up,  and  took 
the  captives,  and  with  the  spoil  clothed  all  that  were  nsdced  among 
them,  and  arrayed  them,  and  shod  them,  and  gave  them  to  eat  ana 
to  drink,  and  anointed  them,  and  carried  all  the  feeble  of  them  upon 
asses,  and  brought  them  to  Jericho,  the  city  of  palm  trees,  to  tneir 
brethren:  then  tney  returned  to  Samaria. 

16  \  At  that  time  did  king  Ahaz  send  unto  the  kings  of  Assyria  to 
help  him. 

17  For  again  the  Edomites  had  come  and  smitten  Judah,  and 
carried  away  captives. 

18  The  Philistines  also  had  invaded  the  cities  of  the  low  country, 

* 

and  of  the  south  of  Judah,  and  had  taken  Beth-shemesh,  and  Ajalon, 
and  Gederoth,  and  Shocho  with  the  villages  thereof,  and  Timnah 
with  the  villages  thereof,  Gimzo  also  and  the  villages  thereof:  and 
they  dwelt  there. 

19  For  the  Lord  brought  Judah  low  because  of  Ahaz  king  of 
Israel;  for  he  made  Judah  naked,  and  transgressed  sore  against  the 
Lord. 

20  And  Tilgath-pilneser  king  of  Assyria  came  unto  him,  and  dis- 
tressed him,  but  strengthened  him  not. 

21  For  Ahaz  took  away  a  portion  out  of  the  house  of  the  Lord, 
and  out  of  the  house  of  the  King,  and  of  the  princes,  and  gave  it 
unto  the  king  of  Assjrria:  but  he  helped  him  not. 

22  Tf  And  in  the  time  of  his  distress  did  he  trespass  yet  more  against 
the  Lord:  this  is  that  king  Ahaz. 

23  For  he  sacrificed  unto  the  eods  of  Damascus,  which  smote  him: 
and  he  said.  Because  the  gods  of  the  kings  of  Syria  help  them,  there- 
jore  will  I  sacrifice  to  them,  that  they  may  help  me.  But  they  w^ere 
the  ruin  of  him,  and  of  all  Israel. 

24  And  Ahaz  gathered  together  the  vessels  of  the  house  of  God, 
and  cut  in  pieces  the  vessels  of  the  house  of  God,  and  shut  up  the 
doors  of  the  house  of  the  Lord,  and  he  made  him  altars  in  every 
corner  of  Jerusalem. 

25  And  in  every  several  citv  of  Judah  he  made  high  places  to  burn 
incense  unto  other  gods,  and  provoked  to  anger  the  Lord  God  of 
his  fathers. 

26  ^  Now  the  rest  of  his  acts  and  of  all  his  ways,  first  and  last, 
behold,  they  are  written  in  the  book  of  the  kin^s  of  Judah  and  Israel. 

27  And  Ahaz  slept  with  his  fathers,  and  tney  buried  him  in  the 
city,  eroen  in  Jerusalem :  but  they  brought  him  not  into  the  sepulchres 
of  the  kings  of  Israel :  and  Hezekiah  his  son  reigned  in  his  stead. 


^^e  Proptiecp  to  Sferoboam 


BT  B.  PICABT,  A  DUTCH  ABTIST,    DIED   1734. 

**And  Akijah  caught  the  new  garment  that  teas  an  Mn, 
and  rent  it  in  twelve  pieces** — I,  Kings,  11,  30. 

IN  SOLOMON'S  degenerate  old  age  there  af^ieared 
at  his  court,  a  capable  and  energetic  young  man 
named  Jeroboam.  He  was  to  be  the  chief  figure  in 
the  next  generation,  the  leader  in  that  fatal  division  of 
Israel  into  t^-o  kingdoms,  which  made  her  an  easy  prey 
to  her  enemies.  Jeroboam  was  of  the  tribe  of  Ephraim, 
the  most  powerful  of  the  northern  tribes,  Judah's  per- 
petual rival  for  supremacy.  The  youth  was  the  son  / of 
one  of  Solomon's  servants;  but  so  capable  did  he  prove, 
that  Solomon  set  him  as  ruler  over  all  of  his  tribe  in  Jeru- 
salem. 

One  day  as  Jeroboam  walked  alone  outside  the  city, 
he  met  Ahijah,  the  "prophet"  of  the  ancient  shrine  of 
Shiloh.  At  sight  of  Jeroboam,  Ahijah,  who  was  wearing 
a  new  garment,  rent  this  into  twelve  pieces,  typical  of  the 
twelve  tribes  of  Israel.  He  then  handed  the  astonished 
youth  ten  of  the  fragments,  prophes}'ing  that  thus  should 
Jeroboam  rule  over  ten  of  Israel's  tribes,  that  Solomon  for 
his  wickedness  had  deser\'ed  to  lose  all,  yet  because  of 
David's  goodness,  his  descendants  should  still  be  kings 
over  their  own  tribe  of  Judah  and  the  associated  tribe  of 
Benjamin. 

News  of  this  prophecy  reached  Solomon,  but  instead  of 
rousing  him  to  repentance  it  increased  his  stubljom  folly. 
He  sought  to  slay  Jeroboam.  So  the  young  man  fled, 
and  dwelt  in  £g}'pt  until  Solomon's  death. 
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Ctiapter  29 

1  Hezekiah*$  oood  reign,  3  He  reetordh  religUm.  5  He  exhorteth  the  IievUes.  12  They  eanetify  thenuelvee,  and 
deanse  the  hmiee  of  Ood.  20  Heeekiah  offereUi  solemn  eacrifices,  wherein  the  LevUea  were  more  forward  than  the 
prieda, 

EZEKIAH  be^an  to  reign  when  he  was  five  and  twenty  years 
old,  and  he  reigned  nine  and  twenty  years  in  Jerusalem.  And 
his  mother's  name  was  Abijah,  the  daughter  of  Zechariah. 

2  And  he  did  thai  which  was  right  in  the  sight  of  the  Lord,  accord- 
ing to  all  that  David  his  father  had  done. 

3  ^  He  in  the  first  year  of  his  reign,  in  the  first  month,  opened 
the  doors  of  the  house  of  the  Lord,  and  repaired  them. 

4  And  he  brought  in  the  priests  and  the  Levites,  and  gathered 
them  together  into  the  east  street, 

5  And  said  unto  them.  Hear  me,  ye  Levites,  sanctify  now  yourselves, 
and  sanctifv  the  house  of  the  Lord  God  of  your  fathers,  and  carry 
forth  the  filthiness  out  of  the  holy  place. 

6  For  our  fathers  have  trespassed,  and  done  that  which  was  evil 
in  the  eyes  of  the  Lord  our  Grod,  and  have  forsaken  him,  and  have 
turned  away  their  faces  from  the  habitation  of  the  Lord,  and  turned 
their  backs. 

7  Also  they  have  shut  up  the  doors  of  the  porch,  and  put  out  the 
lamns,  and  have  not  burned  incense  nor  offered  burnt  offerings  in 
the  nolv  place  unto  the  God  of  Israel. 

8  Wherefore  the  wrath  of  the  Lord  was  upon  Judah  and  Jerusalem^ 
and  he  hath  delivered  them  to  trouble,  to  astonishment,  and  to  hissing, 
as  ye  see  with  your  eyes. 

9  For,  lo,  our  fathers  have  fallen  by  the  sword,  and  our  sons  and 
our  daughters  and  our  wives  are  in  captivity  for  this. 

10  Now  His  in  mine  heart  to  make  a  covenant  with  the  Lord  God 
of  Israel,  that  his  fierce  wrath  may  turn  away  from  us. 

11  Mv  sons,  be  not  now  negligent:  for  the  Lord  hath  chosen  you 
to  stand  before  him,  to  serve  him,  and  that  ye  should  minister  unto 
him,  and  burn  incense. 

12  \  Then  the  Levites  arose,  Mahath  the  son  of  Amasai,  and  Joel 
the  son  of  Azariah,  of  the  sons  of  the  Kohathites:  and  of  the  sons  of 
Merari,  Kish  the  son  of  Abdi,  and  Azariah  the  son  of  Jehalelel:  and 
of  the  Gershonites;  Joah  the  son  of  Zimmah,  and  Eden  the  son  of  Joah: 

IS  And  of  the  sons  of  Elizaphan;  Shinni,  and  Jeiel:  and  of  the 
sons  of  Asaph;  Zechariah,  and  Mattaniah: 

14  And  of  the  sons  of  Heman;  Jehiel,  and  Shimei:  and  of  the  sons 
of  Jeduthun;  Shemaiah  and  Uzziel. 

15  And  they  gathered  their  brethren,  and  sanctified  themselves,  and 
came,  according  to  the  commandment  of  the  king,  by  the  words  of 
the  Lord,  to  cleanse  the  house  of  the  Lord. 

16  And  the  priests  went  into  the  inner  part  of  the  house  of  the 
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Lord,  to  cleanse  iiy  and  brought  out  all  the  uncleanness  that  they 
found  in  the  temple  of  the  Lord  into  the  court  of  the  house  of  the 
Lord.  And  the  Levites  took  ii,  to  carry  it  out  abroad  into  the  brook 
Kidron. 

17  Now  they  began  on  the  first  day  of  the  first  month  to  sanctify,  and 
on  the  eighth  day  of  the  month  came  they  to  the  porch  of  the  Lord: 
so  they  sanctified  the  house  of  the  Lord  in  eight  days;  and  in  the 
sixteenth  day  of  the  first  month  they  made  an  end. 

18  Then  they  went  in  to  Hezekiah  the  kin^,  and  said.  We  have 
cleansed  all  the  house  of  the  Lord,  and  the  altar  of  biunt  offering, 
with  all  the  vessels  thereof,  and  the  shewbread  table,  with  all  the 
vessels  thereof. 

19  Moreover  all  the  vessels,  which  king  Ahaz  in  his  reign  did  cast 
away  in  his  transgression,  have  we  prepared  and  sanctified,  and, 
behold,  they  are  before  the  altar  of  the  Lord. 

20  ^  Then  Hezekiah  the  king  rose  earlv,  and  gathered  the  rulers 
of  the  city,  and  went  up  to  the  house  of  the  Lord. 

21  And  they  brought  seven  bullocks,  and  seven  rams,  and  seven 
lambs,  and  seven  he  goats,  for  a  sin  offering  for  the  kingdom,  and 
for  the  sanctuary,  and  for  Judah.  And  he  commanded  the  priests 
the  sons  of  Aaron  to  offer  them  on  the  altar  of  the  Lord. 

22  So  they  killed  the  bullocks,  and  the  priests  received  the  blood, 
and  sprinkled  it  on  the  altar:  likewise,  when  they  had  killed  the  rams, 
they  sprinkled  the  blood  upon  the  altar:  they  killed  also  the  lambs, 
and  they  sprinkled  the  blood  upon  the  altar. 

23  And  they  brought  forth  the  he  goats  for  the  sin  offering  before 
the  king  and  the  congregation;  ana  they  laid  their  hands  upon 
them: 

24  And  the  priests  killed  them,  and  they  made  reconciliation  with 
their  blood  upon  the  altar,  to  make  an  atonement  for  all  Israel:  for 
the  king  commanded  that  the  burnt  offering  and  the  sin  offering 
should  be  made  for  all  Israel. 

25  And  he  set  the  Levites  in  the  house  of  the  Lord  with  cymbals, 
with'  psalteries,  and  with  harps,  according  to  the  commandment  of 
Davia,  and  of  Gad  the  kings  seer,  and  Nathan  the  prophet:  for 
so  was  the  commandment  of  the  Lord  by  his  prophets. 

26  And  the  Levites  stood  with  the  instruments  of  David,  and  the 
priests  with  the  trumpets. 

27  And  Hezekiah  commanded  to  offer  the  burnt  offering  upon  the 
altar.  And  when  the  burnt  offering  began,  the  song  of  the  Lord 
began  also  with  the  trumpets,  and  with  the  instruments  ordained  by 
David  king  of  Israel. 

28  And  all  the  congregation  worshipped,  and  the  singers  sang,  and 
the  trumpeters  sounded;  and  all  this  continued  until  the  Dumt  offering 
was  finished. 
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Eedoboam  S^tksl  Conntiel 

FROM  A  RECENT  ENGLISH  PRINT. 

**But  he  forsook  ike  counsel  which  the  old  men  gave  ^»in, 
and  took  counsel  with  tlie  young  men  that  were  brought 
up  with  him" — II,  Chron,,  10,  8. 

ON  SOLOMON'S  death,  he  was  succeeded  without 
protest  by  his  son,  Rehoboam,  whom  the  Bible 
calls  young,  as  if  in  apology  of  his  folly;  for  he 
was  about  forty  when  he  was  crowned.  He  had  at  once 
to  face  a  serious  difficulty.  The  people  had  grown  much 
dissatisfied  under  Solomon.  In  his  later  years  they  had 
felt  the  yoke  of  his  haughty  kingship  lie  heavily  upon  them. 
They  who  had  always  been  a  free  people,  were  now  ser- 
vants, groaning  under  hea%*y  taxation.  The  warnings  of 
the  prophet  Samuel,  when  he  had  urged  the  nation  against 
having  a  king,  were  come  sadly  true. 

Jeroboam  the  Ephraimite  chieftain  returned  from  his 
exile;  and,  under  his  lead,  the  people  went  to  King  Reho- 
boam, who  was  apparently  visiting  Ephraim*s  city  of 
Shechem.  They  demanded  redress  for  their  grievances. 
The  king  took  counsel  of  **the  old  men"  his  father's 
counsellors;  and  these  urged  him  to  satisfy  the  people,  and 
thus  win  their  love  forever.  Rehoboam  listened;  but  then 
he  sought  the  aduce  also  of  his  own  comrades,  "the 
young  men,"  with  whom  he  had  grown  up.  These  were 
clamorous  for  a  reign  of  earthly  splendor  and  overbearing 
tvrannv. 
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29  And  when  they  had  made  an  end  of  oflfering,  the  king  and  all 
that  were  present  with  him  bowed  themselves,  and  worshipped. 

30  Moreover  Hezekiah  the  king  and  the  princes  commanded  the 
Levites  to  sing  praise  unto  the  Lord  with  tne  words  of  David,  and 
of  Asaph  the  seer.  And  they  sang  praises  with  gladness,  and  they 
bowed  their  heads  and  worshipped. 

31  Then  Hezekiah  answered  and  said,  Now  ye  have  consecrated 
yourselves  unto  the  Lord,  come  near  and  bring  sacrifices  and  thank 
o£ferin^  into  the  house  of  the  Lord.  And  the  congregation  brought 
in  sacnfices  and  thank  offerings;  and  as  many  as  were  of  a  free  heart 
burnt  offerings. 

32  And  the  number  of  the  burnt  offerings,  which  the  congregation 
brought,  was  threescore  and  ten  bullocks,  an  hundred  rams,  and  two 
hun(&ed  lambs:  all  these  were  for  a  burnt  offering  to  the  Lord. 

S3  And  the  consecrated  things  were  six  hundred  oxen  and  three 
thousand  sheep. 

34  But  the  priests  were  too  few,  so  that  they  could  not  flay  all  the 
burnt  offerings:  wherefore  their  brethren  the  Levites  did  help  them, 
till  the  work  was  ended,  and  until  the  other  priests  had  sanctified 
themselves:  for  the  Levites  were  more  upright  in  heart  to  sanctify 
themselves  than  the  priests.  ^  ^  ^ 

35  And  also  the  burnt  offerings  were  in  abundance,  with  the  fat 
of  the  peace  offerings,  and  the  drink  offerings  for  every  burnt  offering. 
So  the  service  of  the  house  of  the  Lord  was  set  in  order. 

36  And  Hezekiah  rejoiced,  and  all  the  people,  that  God  had  pre- 
pared the  people:  for  the  thing  was  done  suddenly. 

Chapter  30 

1  Hetekiah  piwUaimeth  a  solemn  passover  on  the  second  month  for  Judah  and  Israel.     13  The  assembly^  havino 
destroyed  the  altars  of  idolatry ^  keep  the  feast  fourteen  days.    27  The  priests  and  Letfiles  bless  the  people. 

[|ND  Hezekiah  sent  to  all  Israel  and  Judah,  and  wrote  letters 
also  to  Ephraim  and  Manasseh,  that  thev  should  come  to 
the  house  of  the  Lord  at  Jerusalem,  to  keep  the  passover 
unto  the  Lord  God  of  Israel. 

2  For  the  king  had  taken  counsel,  and  his  princes,  and  all  the 
congregation  in  Jerusalem,  to  keep  the  passover  m  the  second  month. 

3  For  they  could  not  keep  it  at  that  time,  because  the  priests  had 
not  sanctified  themselves  sufficiently,  neither  had  the  people  gathered 
themselves  together  to  Jerusalem. 

4  And  the  thing  pleased  the  king  and  all  the  congregation. 

5  So  thev  established  a  decree  to  make  proclamation  throughout 
all  Israel,  from  Beer-sheba  even  to  Dan,  tnat  they  should  come  to 
keep  the  passover  unto  the  I^ord  God  of  Israel  at  Jerusalem:  for 
they  had  not  done  it  for  a  long  time  in  such  sort  as  it  was  written. 

6  So  the  posts  went  with  the  letters  from  the  king  and  his  princes 
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throughout  all  Israel  and  Judah,  and  according  to  the  commandment 
of  the  king,  saying,  Ye  children  of  Israel,  turn  again  unto  the  Lord 
God  of  Abraham,  Isaac,  and  Israel,  and  he  will  return  to  the  remnant 
of  you,  that  are  escaped  out  of  the  hand  of  the  kings  of  Assyria. 

7  And  be  not  ye  like  your  fathers,  and  like  your  brethren,  wliich 
trespassed  against  the  Lord  God  of  their  fathers,  who  therefore  gave 
them  up  to  desolation,  as  ye  see. 

8  Now  be  ye  not  stiffnecked,  as  your  fathers  were,  hut  yield  your- 
selves imto  the  liORD,  and  enter  into  his  sanctuary,  which  he  hath 
sanctified  for  ever:  and  serve  the  Lord  your  God,  that  the  fierceness 
of  his  wrath  may  turn  away  from  you. 

9  For  if  ye  turn  a^ain  unto  the  Ix)rd,  your  brethren  and  your 
children  shall  find  compassion  before  them  that  lead  them  captive, 
so  that  they  shall  come  again  into  this  land:  for  the  Lord  your  God 
is  gracious  and  merciful,  and  will  not  turn  away  his  face  from  you, 
if  ye  return  unto  him. 

10  So  the  posts  passed  from  city  to  city  through  the  country  of 
Ephraim  and  ]Manasseh  even  unto  Zebulun:  but  they  laughed  them 
to  scorn,  and  mocked  them. 

11  Nevertheless  divers  of  Asher  and  Manasseh  and  of  Zebulun 
humbled  themselves,  and  came  to  Jerusalem. 

12  Also  in  Judah  the  hand  of  God  was  to  give  them  one  heart  to 
do  the  commandment  of  the  king  and  of  the  princes,  by  the  word 
of  the  Lord. 

13  ^  And  there  assembled  at  Jerusalem  much  people  to  keep  the 
feast  of  unleavened  bread  in  the  second  month,  a  very  great  congre- 
gation. 

14  And  they  arose  and  took  away  the  altars  that  were  in  Jerusalem, 
and  all  the  altars  for  incense  took  they  away,  and  cast  them  into  the 
brook  Kidron. 

15  Th**n  they  killed  the  passover  on  the  fourteenth  day  of  the 
second  month:  and  the  priests  and  the  Levites  were  ashamed,  and 
sanctifi^  themselves,  and  brought  in  the  burnt  oflferings  into  the  house 
of  the  Lord. 

16  And  they  stood  in  their  place  after  their  manner,  according  to 
the  law  of  Moses  the  man  of  God:  the  priests  sprinkled  the  blood, 
which  they  received  of  the  hand  of  the  Levites. 

17  For  there  were  many  in  the  congregation  that  were  not  sanctified : 
therefore  the  Levites  had  the  charge  of  the  killing  of  the  passovers 
for  every  one  that  was  not  clean,  to  sanctify  thera  unto  the  Lord. 

18  For  a  multitude  of  the  people,  even  many  of  Ephraim,  and 
Manasseh,  Issachar,  and  Zebulun,  had  not  cleansed  themselves,  yet 
did  they  eat  the  passover  otherwise  than  it  was  written.  But  Hezekiah 
prayed  for  them,  saying,  The  good  Lord  pardon  every  one, 

19  Thai  prepareth  his  heart  to  seek  God,  the  Lord  G<>d  of  his 
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Sletoboam  Z^vtattnsi  3tt:ael 


BY  HANS  HOLBEIN.      THE  ORIGINAL  IS  IN  THE  STATE 

HOUSE  AT  BASLE. 

My  liUle  finger  shall  be  ikieker  than  myfather^s  lom$.** 
—II.  Chron.,  10, 10. 

KING  REHOBOAM  took  tfaiee  days  to  deride 
what  response  he  sliould  give  to  the  petition  of  his 
subjects.  Unfortunately  for  himself  and  for 
Israel,  he  was  a  weak  and  heedless  young  man  incapable 
of  sound  judgment  or  firm  decision.  He  derided  to 
adopt  the  counsel  of  the  vain  and  empty-headed  youths 
with  whom  he  had  been  brought  up.  These  haughty 
aristocrats,  reared  at  Solomon's  court  in  wealth  and 
idleness  and  fancied  superiority,  had  no  conception  of  the 
real  state  of  the  nation,  the  power  of  the  people  or  the 
strength  of  their  resentment 

Following  his  comrades'  advice,  the  king  sent  for  the 
petitioners  and  thought  to  terrify  them  and  the  nation  by 
his  sternness.  "My  father,"  said  he,  *'made  your  yoke 
heavy,  and  I  will  add  to  your  yoke:  my  father  also  chastised 
you  with  whips,  but  I  will  chastise  you  i!\nth  scorpions.'* 

More  threats  followed,  esperially  that  boast  of  the 
weight  of  his  little  finger,  until  the  angered  Israelites  cried 
out  their  ancient  call  of  rejection,  "To  your  tents,  O 
Israel!"  And  they  added.  "Now  see  to  thine  own  house, 
Dand."  That  is,  they  withdrew  from  the  kingdom; 
they  declared  that  Rehoboam  was  no  protector  to  them 
but  only  a  grasping  robber,  relying  on  the  might  of  his 
own  tribe  of  Judah. 
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fathers,  though  he  be  not  cleansed  according  to  the  purification  of 
the  sanctuary. 

20  And  the  Lord  hearkened  to  Hezekiah,  and  healed  the  people. 

21  And  the  children  of  Israel  that  were  present  at  Jerusalem  kept 
the  feast  of  unleavened  bread  seven  days  with  great  gladness:  and 
the  Levites  and  the  priests  praised  the  Lord  day  by  day,  singing 
with  loud  instruments  unto  tne  Lord. 

22  And  Hezekiah  spake  comfortably  unto  all  the  Levites  that 
taught  the  good  knowledge  of  the  Lord  :  and  they  did  eat  throughout 
the  feast  seven  days,  offering  peace  offerings,  and  making  confession 
to  the  Lord  God  of  their  fathers. 

23  And  the  whole  assembly  took  counsel  to  keep  other  seven  days: 
and  they  kept  other  seven  days  with  gladness. 

24  For  Hezekiah  king  of  Judah  did  give  to  the  congregation  a 
thousand  bullocks  and  seven  thousand  sheep;  and  the  princes  gave 
to  the  congregation  a  thousand  bullocks  and  ten  thousand  sheep :  and 
a  great  number  of  priests  sanctified  themselves. 

25  And  all  the  congregation  of  Judah,  with  the  priests  and  the 
Levites,  and  all  the  congregation  that  came  out  of  Israel,  and  the 
strangers  that  came  out  of  the  land  of  Israel,  and  that  dwelt  in  Judah, 
rejoiced. 

26  So  there  was  great  joy  in  Jerusalem :  for  since  the  time  of  Solomon 
the  son  of  David  king  of  Israel  there  was  not  the  like  in  Jerusalem. 

27  ^  Then  the  priests  the  Levites  arose  and  blessed  the  people : 
and  their  voice  was  heard,  and  their  prayer  came  up  to  his  holy 
dwelling  place,  even  unto  heaven. 

Cfiapter  3t 

1  The  people  are  forward  in  dettroying  idolatry.  2  Hezekiah  ordertlh  the  couraes  of  the  priests  and  Levites,  and 
provideUi  for  their  work  and  maintenance.  5  The  people's  forwardness  in  offerings  ahd  tithes.  II  Hezekiah 
fippointeth  officers  to  dispose  of  the  tithes.    20  The  sincerity  of  Hezekiah. 

jpW  when  all  this  was  finished,  all  Israel  that  were  present 
went  out  to  the  cities  of  Judah,  and  brake  the  images  in 

pieces,  and  cut  down  the  groves,  and  threw  down  the  high 

places  and  the  altars  out  of  all  Judah  and  Benjamin,  in  Ephraim 
also  and  Manasseh,  until  they  had  utterly  destroyed  them  all.  Then 
all  the  children  of  Israel  returned,  every  man  to  his  possession,  into 
their  own  cities. 

2  ^  And  Hezekiah  appointed  the  courses  of  the  priests  and  the 
Levites  after  their  courses,  every  man  according  to  nis  service,  the 
priests  and  Levites  for  burnt  offerings  and  for  peace  offerings,  to 
minister,  and  to  give  thanks,  and  to  praise  in  the  gates  of  the  tents 
of  the  Ix)RD. 

3  He  appointed  also  the  king's  portion  of  his  substance  for  the 
burnt  offerings,  to  wity  for  the  morning  and  evening  burnt  offerings. 
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and  the  burnt  offerings  for  the  sabbaths,  and  for  the  new  moons, 
and  for  the  set  feasts,  as  it  is  written  in  the  law  of  the  Lord. 

4  Moreover  he  commanded  the  people  that  dwelt  in  Jerusalem  to 
give  the  portion  of  the  priests  and  the  Levites,  that  they  might  be 
encouraged  in  the  law  of  the  Lord. 

5  ^  And  as  soon  as  the  commandment  came  abroad,  the  children 
of  Israel  brought  in  abundance  the  firstfruits  of  com,  wine,  and  oil, 
and  honey,  and  of  all  the  increase  of  the  field;  and  the  tithe  of  all 
things  brought  they  in  abundantly. 

6  And  concerning  the  children  of  Israel  and  Judah,  that  dwelt  in 
the  cities  of  Judah,  thev  also  brought  in  the  tithe  of  oxen  and  sheep, 
and  the  tithe  of  holy  tiling  which  were  consecrated  unto  the  Lord 
their  God,  and  laid  them  by  heaps. 

7  In  the  third  month  they  began  to  lay  the  foundation  of  the  heaps, 
and  finished  them  in  the  seventh  montn. 

8  And  when  Hezekiah  and  the  princes  came  and  saw  the  heaps, 
they  blessed  the  Lord,  and  his  people  Israel. 

9  Then  Hezekiah  questioned  witn  the  priests  and  the  Levites  con- 
cerning the  heaps. 

10  And  Azariah  the  chief  priest  of  the  house  of  Zadok  answered 
him,  and  said.  Since  the  people  began  to  bring  the  offerings  into  the 
house  of  the  Lord,  we  have  had  enough  to  eat,  and  have  left  plenty: 
for  the  Lord  hath  blessed  his  people;  and  that  which  is  left  is  tms 
great  store. 

11^  Then  Hezekiah  commanded  to  prepare  chambers  in  the  house 
of  the  Lord;  and  they  prepared  them^ 

12  And  brought  in  the  offerings  and  the  tithes  and  the  dedicated 
things  faithfully:  over  which  Cononiah  the  Levite  was  ruler,  and 
Shimei  his  brother  was  the  next. 

13  And  Jehiel,  and  Azaziah,  and  Nahath,  and  Asahel,  and  Jen- 
moth,  and  Jozabad;  and  Eliel,  and  Ismachiah,  and  Mahath,  and 
Benaiah,  were  overseers  under  the  hand  of  Cononiah  and  Shimei  his 
brother,  at  the  commandment  of  Hezekiah  the  king,  and  Azariah 
the  ruler  of  the  house  of  God. 

14  And  Kore  the  son  of  Imnah  the  Levite,  the  porter  toward  the 
east,  was  over  the  freewill  offerings  of  God,  to  distrioute  the  oblations 
of  the  Lord,  and  the  most  holy  tnings. 

15  And  next  him  were  Eden,  and  Miniamin,  and  Jeshua,  and 
Shemaiah,  Amariah,  and  Shecaniah,  in  the  cities  of  the  priests,  in 
their  set  office,  to  give  to  their  brethren  by  courses,  as  well  to  the 
great  as  to  the  small: 

16  Beside  their  genealogy  of  males,  from  three  years  old  and  up- 
ward, even  unto  every  one  that  entereth  into  the  house  of  the  Lord, 
his  daily  portion  for  their  service  in  their  charges  according  to  their 
courses; 
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**  Therefore  king  Rehoboam  made  speed  to  get  him  up  to 
his  chariot^  to  flee  to  Jerusalem" — L  Kings^  12^  18. 

THE  folly  of  King  Rehoboam  led  him  to  under- 
estimate both  the  anger  of  his  people  and  their 
courage.  He  remained  in  the  northern  land,  where 
apparently  he  had  received  the  petition;  and  he  sent  his 
tax-collector  among  the  people  there,  demanding  pay- 
ments as  usual.  The  response  was  prompt  and  defiant; 
the  collector  was  slain.  The  whole  ten  northern  tribes 
rose  in  rebellion,  looking  to  Jeroboam  as  their  leader. 
They  crowned  him  as  king  over  a  new  kingdom,  the 
northern  kingdom  which  was  henceforth  known  as  Israel, 
while  the  southern  mountaineers  who  clung  to  the  descend- 
ants of  David  took  for  their  land  another  name,  the  same 
with  which  David  had  been  first  crowned  at  Hebron. 
Theirs  was  the  Kingdom  of  Judah.  Never  again  were 
Judah  and  Israel  united  into  one. 

Rehoboam  fied  from  the  northland  and  from  this  rival 
king,  Jeroboam,  in  fury.  He  summoned  all  the  forces 
of  Judah  to  punish  the  insurgents.  But  a  prophet  stayed 
him  with  a  solemn  warning  from  the  Lord.  "This  thing 
is  from  me,*'  was  God's  word.  The  decree  was  accepted; 
the  army  dispersed.  After  this  Rehoboam  plunged  into 
dissipation  and  worshipped  idob.  A  huge  army  came 
out  of  Egypt  against  him,  ravaged  Judah,  and  was  only 
turned  back  from  Jerusalem  itself  by  the  payment  of  a 
huge  ransom.  All  the  riches  of  the  Temple 
were  surrendered  to  the  invaders. 
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17  Both  to  the  genealogy  of  the  priests  by  the  house  of  their  fathers, 
and  the  Levites  from  twenty  years  old  and  upward,  in  their  charges 
by  their  courses; 

18  And  to  the  genealogy  of  all  their  little  ones,  their  wives,  and 
their  sons,  and  their  daughters,  through  all  the  congregation:  for  in 
their  set  office  they  sanctified  themselves  in  holiness: 

19  Also  of  the  sons  of  Aaron  the  priests,  which  were  in  the  fields 
of  the  suburbs  of  their  cities,  in  every  several  city,  the  men  that  were 
expressed  by  name,  to  give  portions  ill  the  males  among  the  priests, 
and  to  all  that  were  reckoned  by  gi    ^logics  among  the  Levites. 

20  ^  And  thus  did  Hezekiah  throL  hout  all  Judan,  and  wrought 
thai  which  was  good  and  right  and  t    ^h  before  the  Lord  his  God. 

21  And  in  every  work  that  he  begi  in  the  service  of  the  house 
of  God,  and  in  the  law,  and  in  the  commandments,  to  seek  his  God, 
he  did  it  with  all  his  heart,  and  prospered. 

Chapter  32 

1  Sennacheiib  invading  Jttdah,  Hezekiah  forUfUUi  himaelf,  and  encourageUi  hie  people*  Q  Affainet  the  bUuphemiu 
of  Sennacherib,  by  meteage  and  latere,  Hezekiah  and  leaiah  pray.  21  An  angel  dedroyeth  the  hoat  of  the  Aeeyriane, 
to  the  glory  of  Hezekiah.     24  Hezekiah  prayina  in  his  eickneee,  Ood  giveth  him  a  sign  of  recovery.     26  He  vxuing 

Soud  is  humbled  by  Ood.    27  His  wealth  andtoorks.    31  His  error  in  the  ambassage  of  Ballon.     32  He  dying, 
anassdi  suceeedeih  him, 

FTER  these  things,  and  the  establishment^  thereof,  Senna- 
cherib king  of  Assyria  came,  and  entered  into  Judah,  and 

encamped  against  the  fenced  cities,  and  thought  to  win  them 

for  himself. 

2  And  when  Hezekiah  saw  that  Sennacherib  was  come,  and  that 
he  was  purposed  to  fight  against  Jerusalem, 

3  He  took  counsel  with  his  princes  and  his  mighty  men  to  stop 
the  waters  of  the  fountains  whicn  were  without  the  city :  and  they  did 
help  him. 

4  So  there  was  gathered  much  people  together,  who  stopped  all 
the  fountains,  and  the  brook  that  ran  through  the  midst  of  tne  land, 
saying.  Why  should  the  kin^s  of  Assyria  come,  and  find  much  water  ? 

5  Also  he  strengthened  himself,  and  built  up  all  the  wall  that  was 
broken,  and  raised  it  up  to  the  towers,  and  another  wall  without, 
and  repaired  Millo  in  the  city  of  David,  and  made  darts  and  shields 
in  abundance. 

6  And  he  set  captains  of  war  over  the  people,  and  gathered  them 
together  to  him  in  the  street  of  the  gate  of  the  city,  and  spake  com- 
fortably to  them,  saying, 

7  Be  strong  and  courageous,  be  not  afraid  nor  dismayed  for  the 
king  of  Assyna,  nor  for  all  the  multitude  that  is  with  him:  for  there 
be  more  with  us  than  with  him: 

8  With  him  is  an  arm  of  flesh;  but  with  us  is  the  Lord  our  God 

>The  Revised  Verrion  sajb  *'and  this  faithfulness." 
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to  help  US,  and  to  fight  our  battles.    And  the  people  rested  themselves 
upon  the  words  of  Hezekiah  king  of  Judah. 

9  %  After  this  did  Sennacherib  king  of  Assyria  send  his  servants 
to  Jerusalem,  (but  he  himself  laid  siege  against  Lachish,  and  all  his 
power  with  him,)  unto  Hezekiah  king  of  Judah,  and  unto  all  Judah 
that  were  at  Jerusalem,  saying, 

10  Thus  saith  Sennacherib  king  of  Assyria,  Whereon  do  ye  trust, 
that  ye  abide  in  the  siege  in  Jerusalem  ? 

11  Doth  not  Hezekian  persuade  you  to  give  yourselves  to  die  by 
famine  and  by  thirst,  saying.  The  Lord  our  God  shall .  deliver  us 
out  of  the  hand  of  the  king  of  Assyria  ? 

12  Hath  not  the  same  Hezekiah  taken  away  his  high  places  and 
his  altars,  and  commanded  Judah  and  Jerusalem,  saying.  Ye  shall 
worship  before  one  altar,  and  burn  incense  upon  it  ? 

13  Know  ye  not  what  I  and  my  fathers  have  done  unto  all  the 
people  of  other  lands  ?  were  the  gods  of  the  nations  of  those  lands  any 
ways  able  to  deliver  their  lands  out  of  mine  hand  ? 

14  Who  was  there  among  all  the  gods  of  those  nations  that  my 
fathers  utterly  destroyed,  that  could  deliver  his  people  out  of  mine 
hand,  that  your  God  should  be  able  to  deliver  you  out  of  mine  hand  ? 

15  Now  therefore  let  not  Hezekiah  deceive  you,  nor  persuade  you 
on  this  manner,  neither  yet  believe  him:  for  no  god  of  any  nation 
or  kingdom  was  able  to  deliver  his  people  out  of  mine  hand,  and 
out  of  the  hand  of  my  fathers:  how  much  less  shall  your  God  deliver 
you  out  of  mine  hand  ? 

16  And  his  servants  spake  yet  more  against  the  Lord  God,  and 
against  his  servant  Hezekiah. 

17  He  wrote  also  letters  to  rail  on  the  Lord  God  of  Israel,  and 
to  speak  against  him,  saying.  As  the  gods  of  the  nations  of  other 
land!s  have  not  delivered  their  people  out  of  mine  hand,  so  shall  not 
the  God  of  Hezekiah  deliver  his  people  out  of  mine  hand. 

18  Then  they  cried  with  a  loud  voice  in  the  Jews'  speech  unto  the 
people  of  Jerusalem  that  were  on  the  wall,  to  affright  them,  and  to 
trouble  them;  that  they  might  take  the  city. 

19  And  they  spake  against  the  God  of  Jerusalem,  as  against  the 
gods  of  the  people  of  the  earth,  which  were  the  work  of  the  hands  of 
man. 

20  And  for  this  cause  Hezekiah  the  king,  and  the  prophet  Isaiah 
the  son  of  Amoz,  prayed  and  cried  to  heaven. 

21  T[  And  the  Lord  sent  an  angel,  which  cut  oflf  all  the  mighty 
men  of  valour,  and  the  leaders  and  captains  in  the  camp  of  the  king 
of  Assyria.  So  he  returned  with  shame  of  face  to  his  own  land.  And 
when  he  was  come  into  the  house  of  his  god,  they  that  came  forth 
of  his  own  bowels  slew  him  there  with  the  sword. 

22  Thus  the  Lord  saved  Hezekiah  and  the  inhabitants  of  Jerusalem 


-i  . 


i^" 


'-    it 


T  / 


V  . 


<    ,' 


i  I 


•  1 


*       I 


If 


3tvtAiaaxCi  9ttar  €caAsi 

BT  OmiAR  ELUOER  TH  E  YOUNGER,  A  DITTCH  ABXIBT* 

DIED  1732. 

4- 

^And  he  cried  against  the  altar  in  the  word  qfikt  Lordt 
and  eaid^  O  altars  altaVf  thue  eaith  the  Lord,** — I,  Kin^^ 
13,2. 

MEANWHILE  the  kingdom  of  Israel,  the  northern 
land,  had  been  plunged  into  an  apostasy  even 
worse  than  that  <^  Judah.  The  northern  king, 
Jeroboam,  was  a  strong  and  worldly-wise,  but  not  a  God- 
fearing man.  He  saw  that  so  long  as  his  pec^le  went  up 
to  Jerusalem  to  worship  at  the  Temple,  thej  would  re- 
main somewhat  under  Judah's  influence  and  control. 
Therefore  he  resolved  to  break  with  the  old  faith  alto- 
gether. He  deprived  the  Levites  of  their  lands  and 
homes,  so  that  most  of  them  fled  to  Judah.  Then  he  set 
up  shrines  for  idols,  golden  calves,  such  as  Israel  had 
worshipped  in  Moses'  time;  and  he  wdoomed  strange 
priests,  especially  the  worshippers  of  Baal,  among  die 
Israelites. 

At  Beth-el  which  had  once  been  a  centre  of  the  worship 
of  the  true  God,  he  built  an  altar,  and  sacrificed  to  his 
golden  calf.  In  the  midst  of  the  ceremony,  a  prophet  from 
Judah,  cried  out  against  Jeroboam  and  his  altar,  fore- 
telling the  vengeance  of  God.  The  undaunted  king  reached 
out  his  hand  to  seize  the  intruder;  but  at  once  his  hand 
was  paralyzed,  and  his  altar  split  from  top  to  bottom, 
so  that  the  sacrificial  ashes  fell  down  upon  the  ground. 
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from  the  hand  of  Sennacherib  the  king  of  Assyria,  and  from  the  hand 
of  all  otheVy  and  guided  them  on  every  side. 

23  And  many  brought  gifts  unto  the  Lord  to  Jerusalem,  and 
presents  to  Hezekiah  King  of  Judah:  so  that  he  was  magnified  in 
the  sight  of  all  nations  from  thenceforth. 

24  Tf  In  those  days  Hezekiah  was  sick  to  the  death,  and  prayed 
unto  the  Lord  :  and  he  spake  unto  him,  and  he  gave  him  a  sign. 

25  But  Hezekiah  rendered  not  again  according  to  the  benefit  done 
unto  him;  for  his  heart  was  Ufted  up;  therefore  there  was  wrath  upon 
him,^and  upon  Judah  and  Jerasalem. 

26  Notwithstanding  Hezekiah  humbled  himself  for  the  pride  of 
his  heart,  both  he  and  the  inhabitants  of  Jersualem,  so  that  the  wrath 
of  the  Lord  came  not  upon  them  in  the  days  of  Hezekiah. 

27  ^  And  Hezekiah  had  exceeding  much  riches  and  honour:  and 
he  made  himself  treasuries  for  silver,  and  for  gold,  and  for  precious 
stones,  and  for  spices,  and  for  shields,  -and  for  all  manner  of  pleasant 
jewels; 

28  Storehouses  also  for  the  increase  of  corn,  and  wine,  and  oil; 
and  stalls  for  all  manner  of  beasts,  and  cotes  for  flocks. 

29  Moreover  he  provided  him  cities,  and  possessions  of  flocks  and 
herds  in  abundance;  for  God  had  given  him  substance  very  much. 

30  This  same  Hezekiah  also  stopped  the  upper  watercourse  of 
Gihon,  and  brought  it  straight  down  to  the  west  side  of  the  city  of 
David.     And  Hezekiah  prospered  in  all  his  works. 

31  ^  Howbeit  in  the  Imsiness  of  the  ambassadors  of  the  princes 
of  Babylon,  who  sent  unto  him  to  inquire  of  the  wonder  that  was 
done  in  the  land,  God  left  him,  to  try  him,  that  he  might  know  all 
that  was  in  his  heart. 

32  ^  Now  the  rest  of  the  acts  of  Hezekiah,  and  his  goodness,  behold, 
they  are  written  in  the  vision  of  Isaiah  the  prophet,  the  son  of  Amoz, 
ana  in  the  book  of  the  kings  of  Judah  and  Israel. 

33  And  Hezekiah  slept  with  his  fathers,  and  they  buried  him  in 
the  chief  est  of  the  sepulchres  of  the  sons  of  David;  and  all  Judah 
and  the  inhabitants  oi  Jerusalem  did  him  honour  at  his  death.  And 
Manasseh  his  son  reigned  in  his  stead. 


Cfiopter  33 

1  Mana99ai*9  wUked  reign.  3  Ht  tetteth  up  idolatry,  and  wndd  net  te  adnumithed.  11  He  ia  carried  into 
BainfUm.  12  Upon  hie  prayer  to  Ood  he  ia  released,  and  jnttteth  down  idolatry.  18  Hie  acts. .  20  He  dfdng, 
Jinum  euceeedeth  him.  21  Anum  reiffning  toickedly  ie  elatn  by  hie  eervante.  25  The  murderere  being  «din, 
Joeiah  euaxedeth  him. 

'ASSEH  wa^  twelve  years  old  when  he  began  to  reign,  and 
he  reigned  fifty  and  five  years  in  Jerusalem: 

2  But  did  that  which  was  evil  in  the  sight  of  the  Lord, 

like  unto  the  abominations  of  the  heathen,  whom  the  Lord  had  cast 
out  before  the  children  of  Israel. 
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3  %  For  he  built  again  the  high  places  which  Hezekiah  his  father 
had  broken  down,  and  he  reared  up  altars  for  Baalim,  and  made 
groves,  and  worshipped  all  the  host  of  heaven,  and  served  them. 

4  Also  he  built  altars  in  the  house  of  the  Lord,  whereof  the  Lord 
had  said.  In  Jerusalem  shall  my  name  be  for  ever. 

5  And  he  built  altars  for  all  the  host  of  heaven  in  the  two  courts 
of  the  house  of  the  Lord. 

6  And  he  caused  his  children  to  pass  through  the  fire  in  the  valley 
of  the  son  of  Hinnom :  also  he  observed  times,  and  used  enchantments, 
and  used  witchcraft,  and  dealt  with  a  familiar  spirit,  and  with  wizards: 
he  WTOught  much  evil  in  the  sight  of  the  Lord,  to  provoke  him  to 
anger. 

7  And  he  set  a  carved  ima^,  the  idol  which  he  had  made,  in  the 
house  of  God,  of  which  God  had  said  to  David  and  to  Solomon  his 
son.  In  this  house,  and  in  Jerusalem,  which  I  have  chosen  before 
all  the  tribes  of  Israel,  will  I  put  my  name  for  ever: 

8  Neither  will  I  any  more  remove  the  foot  of  Israel  from  out  of 
the  land  which  I  have  appointed  for  your  fathers;  so  that  they  will 
take  heed  to  do  all  that  1  have  commanded  them,  according  to  the 
whole  law  and  the  statutes  and  the  ordinances  by  the  hand  of  Moses. 

9  So  Manasseh  made  Judah  and  the  inhabitants  of  Jerusalem  to 
err,  and  to  do  worse  than  the  heathen,  whom  the  Lord  had  destroyed 
before  the  children  of  Israel. 

10  And  the  Lord  spake  to  Manasseh,  and  to  his  people:  but  they 
would  not  hearken. 

11  t  Wherefore  the  Lord  brought  upon  them  the  captains  of  the 
host  of  the  king  of  Assjrria,  which  took  Manasseh  among  the  thorns,^ 
and  bound  him  with  fetters,  and  carried  him  to  Babylon. 

12  And  when  he  was  in  affliction,  he  besought  the  Lord  his  God» 
and  humbled  himself  greatly  before  the  God  of  his  fathers. 

13  And  prayed  unto  him:  and  he  was  intreated  of  him,  and  heard 
his  supplication,  and  brought  him  again  to  Jerusalem  into  his  kingdom. 
Then  Manasseh  knew  that  the  Lord  he  was  God. 

14  Now  after  this  he  built  a  wall  without  the  city  of  David,  on 
the  west  side  of  Gihon,  in  the  valley,  even  to  the  entering  in  at  the 
fishgate,  and  compassed  about  Ophel,  and  raised  it  up  a  very  neat 
height,  and  put  captains  of  w^ar  in  all  the  fenced  cities  of  Judw. 

15  And  he  took  away  the  strange  ^ods,  and  the  idol  out  of  the 
house  of  the  Lord,  and  all  the  altars  that  he  had  built  in  the  mount 
of  the  house  of  the  Lord,  and  in  Jerusalem,  and  cast  them  out  of 
the  citv. 

16  And  he  repaired  the  altar  of  the  Lord,  and  sacrificed  thereon 
peace  offerings  and  thank  offerings,  and  commanded  Judah  to  serve 
the  Lord  God  of  Israel. 
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**And  he  vjent  and  found  hit  caraue  east  in  the  wttt^ 
and  the  aea  and  the  lion  etanding  by  the  coiroje."^-/.  Kinge, 
13,28. 

KING  JEROBOAM  entreated  mercy,  and  his 
paralysis  was  removed.  Then  he  begged  the 
prophet  to  oome  to  his  palace  for  a  reward.  But 
the  prophet  answered  that  he  was  forbidden  by  Grod  to 
touch  food  or  drink  in  this  wicked  land  of  Israel;  he  must 
go  back  at  once  to  Judah.  He  set  out;  but  another 
prophet,  a  friend  of  Jeroboam,  lured  the  man  of  Judah 
bade  with  false  words,  pretending  that  he  also  had  a  revela* 
tion  from  God,  summoning  the  Judahite  to  eat  and  rest 
So  the  prophet  of  Judah  disobeyed  God,  and  sat  and 
feasted  in  laxwL  Then  he  started  home,  riding  com* 
f ortably  upon  an  ass. 

For  his  disobedience,  "a  lion  met  him  by  the  way  and 
slew  him."  The  punishment  was  meant  as  a  warning  to 
all  men,  so  the  lion  stood  still  beside  the  body,  and  the  ass 
stood  waiting  there  also,  and  the  lying  prophet  who  had 
betrayed  the  unfortunate  Judahite  to  his  doom,  was  moved 
by  God  to  follow  and  seek  his  guest.  He  came  upon  the 
lion  and  the  ass  waiting  by  the  dead  body.  Thus  all 
Israel  learned  what  had  passed;  and  the  lying  prophet  and 
his  sons  buried  the  prophet  of  Judah,  saying,  *'Alas,  my 
broths."  Yet  King  Jeroboam  "returned  not  from  his 
evU  way." 
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17  Nevertheless  the  people  did  sacrifice  still  in  the  high  places, 
yet  unto  the  Lord  their  God  only. 

18  ^  Now  the  rest  of  the  acts  of  Manasseh,  and  his  prayer  unto 
his  God,  and  the  words  of  the  seers  that  spake  to  him  m  the  name 
of  the  Lord  God  of  Israel,  behold,  they  are  written  in  the  book  of 
the  kings  of  Israel. 

19  HGs  prayer  also,  and  how  God  was  intreated  of  him,  and  all 
his  sins,  and  his  trespass,  and  the  places  wherein  he  built  high  places, 
and  set  up  groves  and  graven  images,  before  he  was  humbled:  behold, 
they  are  written  among  the  sayings  of  the  seers. 

20  ^  So  M anasseh  slept  with  his  fathers,  and  they  buried  him  in 
his  own  house:  and  Amon  his  son  reigned  in  his  stead. 

21  T[  Amon  wa^  two  and  twenty  years  old  when  he  began  to  reign, 
and  reigned  two  years  in  Jerusalem. 

22  But  he  did  thai  which  was  evil  in  the  sight  of  the  Lord,  as 
did  Manasseh  his  father:  for  Amon  sacrificed  unto  all  the  carved 
images  which  Manasseh  his  father  had  made,  and  served  them; 

23  And  humbled  not  himself  before  the  Lord,  as  Manasseh  his 
father  had  humbled  himself;  but  Amon  trespassed  more  and  more. 

24  And  his  servants  conspired  against  him,  and  slew  him  in  his 
own  house. 

25  ^  But  the  people  of  the  land  slew  all  them  that  had  conspired 
against  king  Amon;  and  the  people  of  the  land  made  Josiah  his  son 
king  in  his  stead. 

Chapter  34 

1  Jo9iah*8  good  reipn.  3  He  dettroyelh  idblatrv,  8  He  taketh  order  tor  the  repair  of  the  temple.  14  HHkiah 
having  found  a  hook  of  the  law,  Joeiah  eendeth  to  HuldtUi  to  inquire  of  the  Lord.  23  Huldah  propkeHelh  the  d^ 
strucUon  of  Jerusalem,  but  respite  thereof  in  Jo8iah*s  time.  29  Josiah,  causino  it  to  be  read  in  a  solemn  aswrnblVt 
rtneweOi  the  covenant  toiih  Ood. 


[OSIAH  was  eight  years  old  when  he  began  to  reign,  and  he 
reigned  in  Jerusalem  one  and  thirty  years. 

__       2  And  he  did  that  which  was  right  in  the  sight  of  the  Lord, 

and  walked  in  the  ways  of  David  his  lather,  and  declined  neither 
to  the  right  hand  nor  to  the  left. 

3  ^  For  in  the  eighth  year  of  his  reign,  while  he  was  yet  voung,  he 
began  to  seek  after  the  God  of  David  his  father:  and  in  the  twelfth 
year  he  began  to  purge  Judah  and  Jerusalem  from  the  high  places 
and  the  groves,  and  the  carved  images,  and  the  molten  images. 

4  And  they  brake  down  the  altars  of  Baalim  in  his  presence;  and 
the  images,  that  were  on  high  above  them,  he  cut  down;  and  the 
groves,  and  the  carved  images,  and  the  molten  images,  he  brake  in 
pieces,  and  made  dust  of  tnem,  and  strowed  it  upon  the  graves  of 
them  that  had  sacrificed  unto  them. 

5  And  he  burnt  the  bones  of  the  priests  upon  their  altars,  and 
cleansed  Judah  and  Jerusalem. 
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6  And  so  did  he  in  the  cities  of  M anasseh,  and  Ephraim,  and 
Simeon,  even  unto  Naphtali,  with  their  mattocks  round  about.  ^ 

7  And  when  he  had  broken  down  the  altars  and  the  groves,  and 
had  beaten  the  graven  images  into  powder,  and  cut  down  all  the 
idols  throughout  all  the  land  of  Israel  he  returned  to  Jerusalem. 

8  ^  Now  in  the  eighteenth  year  of  his  reign,  when  he  had  purged 
the  land,  and  the  house,  he  sent  Shaphan  the  son  of  Azaliah,  and 
Maaseiah  the  governor  of  the  citv,  and  Joah  the  son  of  Joahaz  the 
recorder,  to  repair  the  house  of  tne  Lord  his  God. 

9  And  when  they  came  to  Hilkiah  the  high  priest,  they  delivered 
the  money  that  was  brought  into  the  house  of  God,  which  the  Levites 
that  kept  the  doors  had  gathered  of  the  hand  of  Manasseh  and  Ephra- 
im,  ana  of  all  the  remnant  of  Israel,  and  of  all  Judah  and  Benjamin; 
and  they  returned  to  Jerusalem. 

10  And  they  put  it  in  the  hand  of  the  workmen  that  had  the  over- 
sight of  the  house  of  the  Lord,  and  they  gave  it  to  the  workmen  that 
wrought  in  the  house  of  the  Lord,  to  repair  and  amend  the  house; 

11  JEven  to  the  artificers  and  builders  gave  they  i/,  to  buy  hewn 
stone,  and  timber  for  coupUngs,  and  to  floor  the  houses  which  the 
kings  of  Judah  had  destroyed. 

1^  And  the  men  did  the  work  faithfully :  and  the  overseers  of  them 
were  Jahath  and  Obadiah,  the  Levites,  of  the  sons  of  Merari;  and 
Zechariah  and  Meshullam,  of  the  sons  of  the  Kohathites,  to  set  ii 
forward;  and  other  of  the  Levites,  all  that  could  skill  of  instruments  of 
musick. 

13  Also  they  were  over  the  bearers  of  burdens,  and  were  overseers 
of  all  that  wrought  the  work  in  any  manner  of  service;  and  of  the 
Levites  there  were  scribes,  and  officers,  and  porters. 

14  ^  And  when  thev  brought  out  the  money  that  was  brought 
into  the  house  of  the  Lord,  Hilkiah  the  priest  found  a  book  of  the 
law  of  the  Lord  given  by  Moses. 

15  And  Hilkiah  answered  and  said  to  Shaphan  the  scribe,  I  have 
found  the  book  of  the  law  in  the  house  of  the  Lord.  And  Hilkiah 
deUvered  the  book  to  Shaphan. 

16  And  Shaphan  carried  the  book  to  the  king,  and  brought  the 
king  word  back  again,  saying.  All  that  was  committed  to  thy  servants, 
they  do  it. 

17  And  they  have  gathered  together  the  money  that  was  found  in 
the  house  of  tfie  IjORD,  and  have  delivered  it  into  tne  hand  of  the  over- 
seers, and  to  the  hand  of  the  workmen. 

18  Then  Shaphan  the  scribe  told  the  king,  saying,  Hilkiah  the 
priest  hath  given  me  a  book.     And  Shaphan  read  it  before  the  king. 

19  And  it  came  to  pass,  when  the  king  had  heard  the  words  of  the 
law,  that  he  rent  his  clothes. 


>The  Revised  Version  says  "in  their  ruins  round  about. 
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20  And  the  king  commanded  Hilkiah,  and  Ahikam  the  son  of 
Shaphan,  and  Abaon  the  son  of  Micah,  and  Shaphan  the  scribe, 
and  Asaiah  a  servant  of  the  king's^  saying, 

21  Go,  inquire  of  the  Lord  for  me,  and  for  them  that  are  left  in 
Israel  and  in  Judah,  concerning  the  words  of  the  book  that  is  found : 
for  great  is  the  wrath  of  the  Lord  that  is  poured  out  upon  us,  because 
our  fathers  have  not  kept  the  word  of  the  Lord,  to  do  after  all  that 
is  written  in  this  book. 

22  And  Hilkiah,  and  they  that  the  king  had  appointed^  went  to 
Huldah  the  prophetess,  the  wife  of  Shallum  the  son  of  Tikvath,  the 
son  of  Hasran,  keeper  of  the  wardrobe;  (now  she  dwelt  in  Jerusalem 
in  the  college:^)  and  they  spake  to  her  to  that  effect 

23  T[  And  she  answered  them.  Thus  saith  the  Lord  God  of  Israel, 
Tell  ye  the  man  that  sent  you  to  me, 

24  Thus  saith  the  Lord,  Behold,  I  will  bring  evil  upon  this  place, 
and  upon  the  inhabitants  thereof,  even  all  the  curses  that  are  written 
in  the  book  which  they  have  read  before  the  kins  of  Judah: 

25  Because  Jthey  have  forsaken  me,  and  have  ourned  incense  unto 
other  gods,  that  tney  might  provoke  me  to  anger  with  all  the  works 
of  their  hands;  therefore  my  wrath  shall  be  poured  out  upon  this 
place,  and  shall  not  be  quenched. 

26  And  as  for  the  king  of  Judah,  who  sent  you  to  inquire  of  the 
Lord,  so  shall  ye  say  unto  him.  Thus  saith  the  Lord  God  of  Israel 
concerning  the  words  which  thou  hast  heard; 

27  Because  thine  heart  was  tender,  and  thou  didst  humble  thyself 
before  God,  when  thou  heardest  his  words  against  this  place,  and 
against  the  inhabitants  thereof,  and  humbleost  thyself  before  me, 
and  didst  rend  thy  clothes,  and  weep  before  me;  I  have  even  heard 
thee  also,  saith  the  Lord. 

28  Behold,  I  ^^ill  gather  thee  to  tKy  fathers,  and  thou  shalt  be 
gathered  to  thv  grave  in  peace,  neither  shall  thine  eyes  see  all  the 
evil  that  I  will  bring  upon  this  place,  and  upon  the  inhabitants  of 
the  same.     So  they  Drought  the  King  word  again. 

29  ^  Then  the  king  sent  and  gathered  together  all  the  elders  of 
Judah  and  Jerusalem. 

30  And  the  king  went  up  into  the  house  of  the  Lord,  and  all  the 
men  of  Judah,  and  the  inhabitants  of  Jerusalem,  and  the  priests,  and 
the  Levites,  and  all  the  people,  great  and  small :  and  he  read  in  their 
ears  all  the  words  of  the  book  of  the  covenant  that  was  found  in  the 
house  of  the  Lord. 

31  And  the  king  stood  in  his  place,  and  made  a  covenant  before  the 
Lord,  to  walk  after  the  Lord,  and  to  keep  his  commandments,  and 
his  testimonies,  and  his  statutes,  with  all  his  neart,  and  with  all  his  soul, 
to  perform  the  words  of  the  covenant  which  are  written  in  this  book. 

>0r  **8ecoad  quarter"  of  the  city. 
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32  And  he  caused  all  that  were  present  in  Jerusalem  and  Benjamin 
to  stand  to  it.  And  the  inhabitants  of  Jerusalem  did  according  to  the 
covenant  of  God,  the  God  of  their  fathers. 

33  And  Josiah  took  away  all  the  abominations  out  of  all  the  coun- 
tries that  pertained  to  the  children  of  Israel,  and  made  all  that  were 
present  in  Israel  to  serve,  even  to  serve  the  Lord  their  God.  And 
all  his  days  they  departed  not  from  following  the  Lord,  the  God  of 
their  fathers. 

Cfiopter  35 

1  Jotiah  keepHh  a  mod  Bolemn  pauover.    20  He.  provoking  Pharaok'^ietko,  U  slain  at  Msffiddo,    25  Lomc*- 
taiUnu  for  Jonah, 

|OR£OV£R  Josiah  kept  a  passover  unto  the  Lord  in  Jerusa- 
lem: and  they  killed  the  passover  on  the  fourteenth  day  of 
the  first  month. 

2  And  he  set  the  priests  in  their  charges,  and  encouraged  them  to 
the  service  of  the  house  of  the  Lord, 

3  And  said  unto  the  Levites  that  taught  all  Israel,  which  were 
holy  unto  the  Lord,  Put  the  holy  ark  in  the  house  which  Solomon 
the  son  of  David  king  of  Israel  did  build;  it  shaU  not  be  a  burden  upon 
your  shoulders :  serve  now  the  Lord  your  God,  and  his  people  Israel, 

4  And  prepare  yourselves  by  the  houses  of  your  fathers,  after  your 
courses,  according  to  the  writing  of  David  king  of  Israel,  and  accord- 
ing to  the  writing  of  Solomon  ms  son. 

5  And  stand  m  the  holy  place  according  to  the  divisions  of  the 
families  of  the  fathers  of  vour  brethren  the  people,  and  qfl^r  the 
division  of  the  families  of  the  Levites. 

6  So  kill  the  passover,  and  sanctify  yourselves,  and  prepare  your 
brethren,  that  they  may  do  according  to  the  word  of  the  Lord  by  the 
hand  of  Moses. 

7  And  Josiah  gave  to  the  people,  of  the  flocks,  lambs  and  kids, 
all  for  the  passover  offerings,  for  all  that  were  present,  to  the  number 
of  thirty  thousand,  and  three  thousand  bullocks:  these  were  of  the 
king's  substance. 

8  And  his  princes  gave  willingly  unto  the  people,  to  the  priests,  and 
to  the  Levites:  Hilldah  and  Zecnariah  and  Jehiel,  rulers  of  the  house 
of  God,  gave  unto  the  priests  for  the  passover  oflfering  two  thousand 
and  six  hundred  small  cattle^  and  three  hundred  oxen. 

9  Conaniah  also,  and  Shemaiah  and  Nethaneel,  his  brethren,  and 
Hashabiah  and  Jeiel  and  Jozabad,  chief  of  the  Levites,  gave  unto 
the  Levites  for  passover  offerings  five  thousand  small  cattle^  and  five 
hundred  oxen. 

10  So  the  service  was  prepared,  and  the  priests  stood  in  their 
place,  and  the  Levites  in  tneir  courses,  according  to  the  king's  com- 
mandment. 
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11  And  they  killed  the  passover,  and  the  priests  sprinkled  the 
blood  from  their  hands»  and  the  Levites  flayed  them. 

12  And  they  removed  the  burnt  oflferings,  that  they  might  give 
according  to  the  divisions  of  the  families  of  the  people,  to  offer 
unto  the  Lord,  as  it  is  written  in  the  book  of  Moses.  Ana  so  did  they 
with  the  oxen. 

13  And  they  roasted  the  passover  with  fire  according  to  the  ordi- 
nance: but  the  other  holy  offerings  sod  they  in  pots,  and  in  caldrons, 
and  in  pans,  and  divided  them  speedily  among  all  the  people. 

14  And  afterward  they  made  readv  for  themselves,  and  for  the 
priests:  because  the  priests  the  sons  of  Aaron  were  busied  in  offering 
of  burnt  offerings  and  the  fat  until  night;  therefore  the  Levites  pre- 
pared for  themselves  and  for  the  priests  the  sons  of  Aaron. 

15  And  the  singers  the  sons  of  Asaph  were  in  their  place,  according 
to  the  commandment  of  David,  and  Asaph,  and  Heman,  and  Jedu- 
thun  the  king's  seer;  and  the  porters  waited  at  every  gate;  they  might 
not  depart  froin  their  service:  for  their  brethren  the  Levites  prepared 
for  them. 

16  So  all  the  service  of  the  Ix)rd  was  prepared  the  same  day,  to 
keep  the  passover,  and  to  offer  burnt  offerings  upon  the  altar  of  the 
Lord,  according  to  the  commandment  of  king  Josiah. 

17  And  the  children  of  Israel  that  were  present  kept  the  passover 
at  that  time,  and  the  feast  of  unleavened  bread  seven  days. 

18  And  there  was  no  passover  like  to  that  kept  in  Israel  from  the 
days  of  Samuel  the  propnet;  neither  did  all  the  kings  of  Israel  keep 
such  a  passover  as  Josiah  kept,  and  the  priests,  and  the  Levites,  and 
all  Judah  and  Israel  that  were  present,  and  the  inhabitants  of  Jeru- 
salem. 

19  In  the  eighteenth  year  of  the  reign  of  Josiah  was  this  passover 
kept. 

20  %  After  all  this,  when  Josiah  had  prepared  the  temple,  Necho 
king  of  Egypt  came  up  to  fight  against  Charchemish  by  Euphrates: 
and  Josian  went  out  against  him. 

21  But  he  sent  ambassadors  to  him,  saying.  What  have  I  to  do 
vdth  thee,  thou  king  of  Judah  ?  I  come  not  against  thee  this  day,  but 
against  the  house  wherewith  I  have  war:  for  God  commanded  me  to 
make  haste:  forbear  thee  from  meddling  with  God,  who  is  i?vith  me, 
that  he  destroy  thee  not. 

22  Nevertheless  Josiah  would  not  turn  his  face  from  him,  but 
disguised  himself,  that  he  might  fight  with  him,  and  hearkened  not  unto 
the  words  of  Necho  from  the  mouth  of  God,  and  came  to  fight  in  the 
valley  of  Megiddo. 

23  And  the  archers  shot  at  king  Josiah;  and  the  king  said  to  his 
servants,  Have  me  away;  for  I  am  sore  wounded. 

24  His  servants  therefore  took  him  out  of  that  chariot,  and  put 
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him  in  the  second  chariot  that  he  had ;  and  they  brought  him  to  Jeru- 
salem, and  he  died,  and  was  buried  in  one  oj  the  sepulchres  of  his 
fathers.     And  all  Judah  and  Jerusalem  mourned  for  Josiah. 

25  \  And  Jeremiah  lamented  for  Josiah :  and  all  the  singing  men 
and  the  singing  women  spake  of  Josiah  in  their  lamentations  to  this 
day,  and  made  them  an  ordinance  in  Israel:  and,  behold,  they  are 
written  in  the  lamentations. 

26  Now  the  rest  of  the  acts  of  Josiah,  and  his  goodness,  according 
to  that  which  was  written  in  the  law  of  the  Lord, 

27  And  his  deeds,  first  and  last,  behold,  they  are  written  in  the 
book  of  the  kings  of  Israel  and  Judah. 


Cliopter  36 

1  Jdkoahag  tuccetding  is  deposed  by  Pharaoh,  and  carried  into  Egypt.  5  Jehoiakim  reiqninq  iU  it  carried  bound 
into  Babulon.  9  Jehoiachin  succeeding  reigneth  tU,  and  is  brought  into  Babylon.  ll-Zeddriah  swxeedmg rtignelh 
iU,  and  aespiseth  the  prophets^  and  rebdleth  against  \ebuchadnezzar.  14  Jerumlem,  for  the  sins  of  the  priesis  and 
people^  is  vShoUy  dMtrayed.    22  The  prodamation  of  Cyrus. 

tLKN  the  people  of  the  land  took  Jehoahaz  the' son  of  Josiah^ 
and  made  him  king  in  his  father's  stead  in  Jerusalem. 

2  Jehoahaz  was  twenty  and  three  years  old  when  he  began 
to  reign,  and  he  reigned  three  months  in  Jerusalem. 

3  And  the  king  of  Egypt  put  him  down  at  Jerusalem,  and  con- 
demned the  land  in  an  hundred  talents  of  silver  and  a  talent  of 
gold. 

4  And  the  king  of  Egypt  made  Eliakim  his  brother  king  over 
Judah  and  Jerusalem,  and  turned  his  name  to  Jehoiakim.  And 
Necho  took  Jehoahaz  his  brother,  and  carried  him  to  Egypt. 

5  ^  Jehoiakim  was  twenty  and  five  years  old  when  he  began  to 
reign,  and  he  reigned  eleven  years  in  Jerusalem;  and  he  did  that 
which  was  evil  in  the  sight  of  the  Lord  his  God. 

6  Against  him  came  up  Nebuchadnezzar  king  of  Babylon,  and 
bound  him  in  fetters,  to  carry  him  to  Babylon. 

7  Nebuchadnezzar  also  carried  of  the  vessels  of  the  house  of  the 
Lord  to  Babylon,  and  put  them  in  his  temple  at  Babylon. 

8  Now  the  rest  of  the  acts  of  Jehoiakim,  and  his  abominations 
which  he  did,  and  that  which  was  found  in  him,  behold,  they  are 
written  in  the  book  of  the  kings  of  Israel  and  Judah :  and  Jehoiachin 
his  son  reigned  in  his  stead. 

9  ^  Jehoiachin  was  eight  ^  years  old  when  he  began  to  reign,  and 
he  reigned  three  months  and  ten  days  in  Jerusalem:  and  he  aid  that 
which  wa^  evil  in  the  sight  of  the  Lord. 

10  And  when  the  year  was  expired,  king  Nebuchadnezzar  sent, 
and  brought  him  to  Babylon,  with  the  goodly  vessels  of  the  house  of 
the  Ix)RD,  and  made  Zedekiah  his  brother  king  over  Judah  and 
Jerusalem. 

>In  II.  EiDgs  24,  8  this  age  is  given  as  eighteen. 
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**Afid  also  concerning  Maachah  the  motlier  of  Asa  Ike' 
Icing,  he  removed  her  from  being  4p$een^  because  she  had 
made  an  idoiy — II,  Chron.,  15,  16, 

THE  victorious  Abijah  leigned  but  a  little  while  over 
Judah,  then  he  died  and  was  succeeded  by  his  son 
Asa,  who  was  king  in  Jerusalem  for  forty-one 
years,  a  reign  exceeded  in  length  by  only  two  of  all  the 
Hebrew  kings.  On  the  whole  he  was  a  good  and  success- 
fill  monarch,  one  of  the  very  best  that  Judah  knew. 

Asa  began  exceedingly  well.  He  made  vigorous  efforts 
to  restore  the  neglected  worship  of  God.  He  destroyed 
the  idols.  He  summoned  all  the  people  both  of  Judah 
and  Israel  to  a  solemn  ceremony  of  repentance;  and  many 
of  the  better  people  of  the  northern  kingdom  left  that 
degraded  land  to  dwell  in  .Vsa*8  realm.  The  ''queen 
mother,"  his  grandmother,  Maacah,  who  had  been  the 
chief  upholder  of  idolatry'  under  Rehoboam  and  Abijah, 
was  driven  by  Asa  from  his  presence,  and  expelled  from 
her  rank.     She  fled  from  him  in  terror. 

Then,  perchance  as  a  sign  of  God's  approval,  Asa  won 
a  great  victor)'  over  the  Ethiopians  who  had  invaded 
Judah.  He  gained  from  them  such  spoils  that  Jerusalem 
was  again  almost  as  rich  as  in  the  earlier  daj's. 
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11^  Zedekiah  was  one  and  twenty  years  old  when  he  began  to 
reign,  and  reigned  eleven  years  in  Jerusalem. 

12  And  he  did  thcLt  which  was  evil  in  the  sight  of  the  Lord  his 
God,  and  humbled  not  himself  before  Jeremiah  the  prophet  speaking 
from  the  mouth  of  the  Lord. 

13  And  he  also  rebelled  against  king  Nebuchadnezzar,  who  had 
made  him  swear  by  God :  but  he  stiffened  his  neck,  and  hardened  his 
heart  from  turning  unto  the  Lord  God  of  Israel. 

14  %  Moreover  all  the  chief  of  the  priests,  and  the  people,  trans- 
gressed very  much  after  all  the  abominations  of  the  neathen;  and 
polluted  the  house  of  the  Lord  which  he  had  hallowed  in  Jeru- 
salem. 

15  And  the  Lord  God  of  their  fathers  sent  to  them  by  his  mes- 
sengers, rising  up  betimes,  and  sending;  because  he  had  compassion 
on  his  people,  and  on  his  dwelling  place: 

16  But  they  mocked  the  messengers  of  God,  and  despised  his 
words,  and  misused^  his  prophets,  until  the  wrath  of  the  Lord  arose 
against  his  people,  till  there  was  no  remedy. 

17  Therefore  he  brought  upon  them  the  king  of  the  Chaldees,  who 
slew  their  young  men  with  the  sword  in  the  house  of  their  sanctuary, 
and  had  no  compassion  upon  young  man  or  maiden,  old  man,  or 
him  that  stooped  for  age :  he  gave  them  all  into  his  hand. 

18  And  all  the  vessels  of  the  house  of  God,  great  and  small,  and 
the  treasures  of  the  house  of  the  Lord,  and  the  treasures  of  the  king, 
and  of  his  princes;  all  these  he  brought  to  Babvlon. 

19  And  they  burnt  the  house  of  God,  and  brake  down  the  wall  of 
Jerusalem,  and  burnt  all  the  palaces  thereof  with  fire,  and  destroyed 
all  the  goodly  vessels  thereof. 

20  And  them  that  had  escaped  from  the  sword  carried  he  away 
to  Babylon;  where  they  were  servants  to  him  and  his  sons  until  the 
reign  of  the  kingdom  of  Persia: 

21  To  fulfil  the  word  of  the  Lord  by  the  mouth  of  Jeremiah,  until 
the  land  had  enjoyed  her  sabbaths: /or  as  long  as  she  lay  desolate  she 
kept  sabbath,  to  fulfil  threescore  and  ten  years. 

22  ^  Now  in  the  first  year  of  Cyrus  king  of  Persia,  that  the  word 
of  the  Lord  spoken  by  the  mouth  of  Jeremiah  might  be  accomplished, 
the  Lord  stirred  up  the  spirit  of  Cyrus  king  of  Persia,  that  he  made 
a  proclamation  throughout  all  his  kingdom,  and  put  it  also  in  writing, 
saying, 

23  Thus  saith  Cyrus  king  of  Persia,  All  the  kingdoms  of  the  earth 
hath  the  Lord  God  of  heaven  given  me;  and  he  hath  charged  me  to 
build  him  an  house  in  Jerusalem,  which  is  in  Judah.  Who  is  there 
among  you  of  all  his  people  ?  The  Lord  his  God  he  with  him,  and 
let  him  go  up. 

»The  Revleed  Version  alters  '•misused"  to  "Fcofled  at.** 


Sntrobnctton  to  tde  IBtuA  of  €}ta 

The  Book  of  Ezra  is  a  natural  continuation  of  those  of  Chronicles,  and  has  i^paientlT 
been  put  together  bj  the  same  compiler.  Hebrew  tradition  ascribes  its  authorship  to  Ezra  him- 
self, "a  ready  scribe."  While  this  can  not  be  correct  as  applied  to  the  entire  book,  yet  in  some 
passages  Ezra's  words  are  given  in  the  first  person,  as  though  spoken  directly.  Evidently, 
the  editor  or  chronicler  has  incorporated  the  personal  memoirs  of  Ezra,  which  constitute 
a  source  of  first-class  historical  information.  This  is  especially  important,  since  the  cfaroni- 
eler  himself  lived  at  a  later  time.  In  addition  to  these  memoirs  he  used  a  series  of  docu- 
ments containing  the  correspondence  of  the  Persian  Kings,  which  were  written  in  Aramaict 
which  was  the  diplomatic  Unguage  of  the  Persian  court  for  its  official  business  in  S}m 
Palestine  and  Egypt. 

The  book  is  divided  into  two  parts.  The  six  opening  chapters  tell  of  the  first  return 
of  some  portion  of  the  Jews  from  their  Babylonian  captivity.  This  migration  cxxrurred 
in  537-6  B.C.  under  the  direction  of  Sheshbazzar.  Whether  he  was  the  same  as  Zerub- 
bal>el,  who  is  afterward  mentioned  as  the  active  leader,  or  whethtf  Zurubbabd  was 
his  nephew,  at  any  rate  he  was  a  descendant  of  the  former  kings  of  Judah.  Cvrus 
had  made  him  Persian  governor  of  the  pro\ince  Judea.  The  return  of  these  exiles  seems 
to  have  been  actuated  largely  by  religious  motives;  and  the  chief  effort  of  the  colonists  «^ 
devoted  at  first  to  the  rebuilding  of  the  Temple.  But  untoward  circumstances  and  ^ 
opposition  of  hostile  neighbors  delayed  this  work  for  many  years.  Under  the  influence  of 
the  prophets  Haggai  and  Zechariah  it  was  taken  up  again,  and  the  temple  was  completed 
in  516  B.C. 

After  this  there  is  in  the  book  an  unnoted  gap  of  time  during  which  sixty  years  elapse: 
and  chapter  seven  begins  the  personal  experiences  of  Ezra.  Eighty  years  after  the  firs^ 
migration  Ezra  led  a  second  host  of  the  Jews  back  to  their  native  land.  Under  his  guidance 
a  vigorous  religious  reformation  was  inaugurated. 
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**And  it  came  to  pass,  when  Zimri  saw  that  the  city  toas 
taken,  thai  he  went  into  the  palace  of  the  king*s  hotue,  and 
burnt  the  king*s  house  over  him  with  fire,  and  died** — 
J.  Kings,  16,  18. 

ONLY  one  sin  is  recorded  against  the  good  king 
A««.  When  his  Bavge  enemies  of  tlie  kingdom 
of  Israel  threatened  him,  he  hired  the  Syrians 
from  the  north  to  attack  them;  and  when  a  prophet  re- 
proved him  for  not  trusting  instead  to  God  and  to  his  own 
strength,  Asa,  grown  irritable  with  age«  cast  the  prophet 
into  prison.  Therefore  God  afflicted  the  king  with  disease, 
witil  he  died. 

Meanwhile  the  tumults  of  Israel  presented  a  sad  con- 
trast to  Judah*s  peace.  Jeroboam  died;  his  son  was  slain 
by  treacherous  plotters,  and  his  entire  family  wiped  out. 
The  murderer  usurped  the  throne.  Against  him  the 
Syrians  warred,  urged  on  by  King  Asa;  and  thus  Israel 
was  laid  desolate.  The  son  of  this  usurper  was  also  slain 
by  conspirators,  murdered  during  a  drunken  revel.  His 
family  and  all  his  friends  were  exterminated;  and  various 
savage  chieftains  fought  among  themselves  for  sovereignty 
over  their  bleeding  and  despairing  oountiy. 

During  one  week  Zimri,  the  late  king's  actual  murderer, 
held  the  royal  |)alace  against  all  comers.  Then  it  was 
stormed  by  a  rival  general,  Omri.  Zimri,  in  fury  and 
despair,  himself  set  fire  to  the  palace,  and  perished,  fight- 
ing amid  the  flames. 
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1  r&c  prorlomaliiin  of  C|iru«  /or  the  building  of  Ihe  tcmpU.     S  Tht  ptoplt  prmidt  tor  Ikrir  rtttim,     7  Cirrvi  rat 
Itarttt  Ou  MMdi  of  tlu  MmpU  (o  5huhbaizar, 

OW  in  the  first  year  of  Cyrus  king  of 
Persia,  that  the  word  of  the  Lord  by  the 
mouth  of  Jeremiah  might  be  fulfilled, 
the  Lord-  stirred  up  the  spirit  of  Cyrus 
king  of  Persia,  that  he  made  a  procla- 
mation throughout  all  his  kingdom,  and 
put  it  also  in  writing,  saying, 

2  Thus  saith  Cyrus  king  of  Persia, 
The  Lord  God  of  heaven  hath  given 
me  al!  the  kingdoms  of  the  earth;  and 

j  he  hath  charged  me  to  build  him  an 
house  at  Jerusalem,  which  is  in  Judah. 

3  Who  is  there  among  you  of  all  his 
people?  his  God  be  with  him,  and  let  him  go  up  to  Jerusalem,  which 
M  in  Judah,  and  build  the  house  of  the  Lord  God  of  Israel,  (he  is; 
the  God,)  which  is  in  Jerusalem. 

4  And  whosoever  remaineth  in  any  place  where  he  sojourneth,  let 
the  men  of  his  place  help  him  with  silver,  and  with  gold,  and  with' 
goods,  and  with  beasts,  beside  the  freewill  offering  for  the  house  of 
God  that  is  in  Jerusalem. 

5  ^  Then  rose  up  the  chief  of  the  fathers  of  Judah  and  Benjamin, 
and  the  priests,  and  the  Levites,  with  all  them  whose  spirit  God  had 
raised,  to  go  up  to  build  the  house  of  the  Lord  which  is  in  Jerusalem. 

6  And  all  they  that  were  about  them  strengthened  their  hands  with 
vessels  of  silver,  with  gold,  with  goods,  and  with  beasts,  and  with, 
precious  things,  beside  all  that  was  willingly  offered. 
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7  ^  Also  Cyrus  the  kin^  brought  forth  the  vessels  of  the  house  of 
the  Lord,  which  Nebuchadnezzar  had  brought  forth  out  of  Jerusalem, 
and  had  put  them  in  the  house  of  his  gods; 

8  Even  those  did  Cyrus  kins  of  Persia  bring  forth  by  the  hand  of 
I^Iithredath  the  treasurer,  and  numbered  them  unto  Sheshbazzar, 
the  prince  of  Judah. 

9  And  this  is  the  number  of  them :  thirty  chargers  of  gold,  a  thou- 
sand chargers  of  silver,  nine  and  twenty  knives, 

10  Thirty  basons  of  gold,  silver  basons  of  a  second  sort  four  hun- 
dred and  ten,  and  other  vessels  a  thousand. 

1 1  All  the  vessels  of  gold  and  of  silver  were  five  thousand  and  four 
hundred.  All  these  did  Sheshbazzar^  bring  up*  with  them  of  the 
captivity  that  were  brought  up  from  Babylon  unto  Jerusalem. 

Cfioptec  2 

1  The  number  that  return  of  the  people,  36  of  the  priests,  40  "/  the  Levites^  43  of  the  Netkinime,  55  of  Soiam<m*M 
aervanU,  62  of  the  prieMa  which  anUanot  shew  their  pedigree.  64  The  uhole  number  of  them,  toith  their  tubtiimce, 
^S  Their  oUaliont. 

lOW  these  are  the  children  of  the  province  that  went  up  out 
of  the  captivity,  of  those  which  had  been  carried  away,  whom 

Nebuchadnezzar  the  king  of  Babylon  had  carried  away  unto 

Babylon,  and  came  again  unto  Jerusalem  and  Judah,  every  one  unto 

his  city;' 

2  Which  came  \^ith  Zerubbabel:  Jeshua,  Nehemiah,  Seraiah, 
Reelaiah,  Mordecai,  Bilshan,  Mizpar,  Bigvai,  Rehum,  Baanah.  The 
number  of  the  men  of  the  people  of  Israel : 

3  The  children  of  Parosh,  two  thousand  an  hundred  seventy  and 

two. 

4  The  children  of  Shephatiah,  three  hundred  seventy  and  two. 

5  The  children  of  Arab,  seven  hundred  seventy  and  five. 

6  The  children  of  Pahath-moab,  of  the  children  of  Jeshua  and 
Joab,  two  thousand  eight  hundred  and  twelve. 

7  The  children  of  Elam,  a  thousand  two  hundred  fifty  and  four, 

8  The  children  of  Zattu,  nine  hundred  forty  and  five. 

d  The  children  of  Zaccai,  seven  hundred  and  threescore. 

10  The  children  of  Bani,  six  hundred  forty  and  two. 

11  The  children  of  Bebai,  six  hundred  twenty  and  three. 

12  The  children  of  Azgad,  a  thousand  two  hundred  twentjr  and  two. 

13  The  children  of  Adonikam,  six  hundred  sixty  and  six. 

14  The  children  of  Bigvai,  two  thousand  fifty  and  six. 

15  The  children  of  Adin,  four  hundred  fifty  and  four. 

16  The  children  of  Ater  of  Hezekiah,  ninety  and  eight. 

17  The  children  of  Bezai,  three  hundred  twenty  and  three. 

iSheshb&zzar  has  been  Identified  with  Zerubbabd;  more  probably  he  was  the  latter's  uncle.__^  «The 
Revised  Version  places  a  comma  after  "up."  and  continuea.  "when  they  of  the  captivity  were"  etc     •Tlie  Ust 
.that  follows  is  the  same  as  that  given  in  Nehemiah  7. 
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18  The  children  of  Jorah,  an  hundred  and  twelve. 

19  The  children  of  Hashum,  two  hundred  twenty  and  three. 

20  The  children  of  Gibbar,  ninety  and  five. 

21  The  children  of  Beth-lehem,  an  hundred  twenty  and  three. 

22  The  men  of  Netophah,  fifty  and  six. 

23  The  men  of  Anathoth,  an  hundred  twenty  and  eight. 

24  The  children  of  Azmaveth,  forty  and  two. 

25  The  children  of  Kirjath-arim,  Chephirah,  and  Beeroth,  seven 
hundred  and  forty  and  three. 

26  The  children  of  Ramah  and  Gaba,  six  hundred  twenty  and  one. 

27  The  men  of  Michmas,  an  hundred  twenty  and  two. 

28  The  men  of  Beth-el  and  Ai,  two  hundred  twenty  and  three. 

29  The  children  of  Nebo,  fifty  and  two. 

30  The  children  of  Magbish,  an  hundred  fifty  and  six. 

31  The  children  of  the  other  Elam,  a  thousand  two  hundred  fifty 
and  four. 

32  The  children  of  Harim,  three  hundred  and  twenty. 

33  The  children  of  Lod,  Hadid,  and  Ono,  seven  hundred  twenty 
and  five. 

34  The  children  of  Jericho,  three  hundred  forty  and  five. 

35  The  children  of  Senaah,  three  thousand  and  six  hundred  and 
thirty. 

36  Tf  The  priests :  the  children  of  Jedaiah,  of  the  house  of  Jeshua, 
nine  hundred  seventy  and  three. 

37  The  children  of  Immer,  a  thousand  fifty  and  two. 

38  The  children  of  Pashur,  a  thousand  two  hundred  forty  and  seven. 

39  The  children  of  Harim,  a  thousand  and  seventeen. 

40  If  The  Levites:  the  children  of  Jeshua  and  Kadmiel,  of  the 
children  of  Hodaviah,  seventy  and  four. 

41  Tf  The  singers:  the  children  of  Asaph,  an  hundred  twenty  and 
eight. 

42  ^  The  children  of  the  porters :  the  children  of  Shallum,  the 
children  of  Ater,  the  children  of  Talmon,  the  children  of  Akkub,  the 
children  of  Hatita,  the  children  of  Shobai,  in  all  an  hundred  thirty 
and  nine. 

43  ^  The  Nethinims ;  the  children  of  Ziha,  the  children  of  Hasupha, 
the  children  of  Tabbaoth, 

44  The  children  of  Keros,  the  children  of  Siaha,  the  children  of 
Padon, 

45  The  children  of  Lebanah,  the  children  of  Hagabah,  the  children 
of  Akkub, 

46  The  children  of  Hagab,  the  children  of  Shalmai,  the  children 
of  Hanan, 

47  The  children  of  Giddel,  the  children  of  Gahar,  the  children  of 
Keaiah, 
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48  The  children  of  Rezin,  the  children  of  Nekoda,  the  children  of 
Gazzam, 

49  The  children  of  Uzza,  the  children  of  Paseah,  the  children  of 
Besai, 

50  The  children  of  Asnah,  the  children  of  Mehunim,  the  children 
of  Nephusim, 

51  The  children  of  Bakbuk^  the  children  of  Hakupha,  the  children 
of  Harhur, 

52  The  children  of  Bazluth,  the  children  of  Mehida,  the  children 
of  Harsha, 

53  The  children  of  Barkos,  the  children  of  Sisera,  the  children  of 
Thamah, 

54  The  children  of  Neziah,  the  children  of  Hatipha. 

55  HThe  children  of  Solomon's  servants:  the  children  of  Sotai» 
the  children  of  Sophereth,  the  children  of  Peruda, 

56  The  children  of  Jaalah,  the  children  of  Darkon,  the  children 
of  Giddel, 

57  The  children  of  Shephatiah,  the  children  of  Hattil,  the  children 
of  Pochereth  of  Zebaim,  the  children  of  Ami. 

58  All  the  Nethinims,  and  the  children  of  Solomon's  servants,  were 
three  hundred  ninety  and  two. 

59  And  these  were  they  which  went  up  from  Tel-melah,  Tel-harsa» 
Cherub,  Addan,  and  Immer:  but  they  could  not  shew  their  father's 
house,  and  their  seed,  whether  they  were  of  Israel: 

60  The  children  of  Delaiah,  the  children  of  Tobiah,  the  children 
of  Nekoda,  six  hundred  fifty  and  two. 

61  T[  And  of  the  children  of  the  priests:  the  children  of  Habaiah^ 
the  children  of  Koz,  the  children  of  Barzillai;  which  took  a  wife  of  the 
daughters  of  Barzillai  the  Gileadite,  and  was  called  after  their  name : 

62  These  sought  their  register  among  those  that  were  reckoned  by 
genealogy,  but  they  were  not  found:  therefore  w^ere  they,  as  polluted^ 
put  from  the  priesthood. 

63  And  the  Tirshatha*  said  unto  them,  that  they  should  not  eat  of 
the  most  holy  things,  till  there  stood  up  a  priest  with  Urim  and  with 
Thummim. 

64  ^  The  whole  congregation  together  was  forty  and  two  thousand 
three  hundred  and  threescore, 

65  Beside  their  servants  and  their  maids,  of  whom  there  were 
seven  thousand  three  hundred  thirty  and  seven :  and  there  were  among 
them  two  hundred  singing  men  and  singing  women. 

66  Their  horses  were  seven  hundred  thmy  and  six;  their  mules> 
two  hujidred  forty  and  five; 

67  Their  camels,  four  hundred  thirty  and  five;  their  asses,  six 
thousand  seven  hundred  and  twenty. 

iTirshatlia  wu  the  title  of  the  Penlao  Governor. 
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BY  FRANK  DICKSEE,   R.  A.,  THE  ENGU8H  ARTIST, 

BORN  185S. 
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**A8  the  Lord  God  of  Itrad  liveth^  before  wham  I  standi 
there  shall  not  he  dew  nor  rain  these  years^  hvi  according 
to  my  wordy — I.  Kings^  17, 1. 

ELIJAH'S  appearance  came  at  a  great  crisis  in 
Israel's  history.  The  disaster  and  desolation  of 
the  kingdom's  earlier  days  had  been  temporarily 
stayed.  Of  the  pretenders  to  the  throne  who  fought  one 
another  in  Zimri's  day,  one,  the  general  Omri,  had  finally 
established  himself  firmly  upon  the  throne,  and  restored 
Israel  to  peace  and  power.  He  reigned  twelve  years, 
built  a  splendid  new  capital,  Samaria,  and  was  succeeded 
by  his  son,  King  Ahab.  The  lives  of  this  father  and  son 
furnish  a  striking  parallel  to  those  of  David  and  Solomon. 
Omri  won  his  kingdom  from  out  a  civil  war,  founded 
a  great  new  capital,  and  defeated  his  enemies.  Ahab 
ruled  in  peace  and  wealth,  was  a  mighty  builder,  erected 
for  himself  a  palace  all  of  ivory,  wedded  a  foreign  wife 
and  followed  her  in  her  idolatry. 

This  wife  was  Jezebel,  a  princess  of  Sidon,  where  Baal 
was  worshipped.  She  was  a  resolute  devotee  of  her  own 
land's  faith,  and  set  herself  deliberately  to  exterminate 
the  worship  of  Grod  in  Israel.  All  His  priests  were  slain. 
The  unhappy  people  of  Israel  seemed  only  to  have  escaped 
the  physical  desolation  of  the  earlier  period,  to  meet  moral 
and  spiritual  death.  Then  suddenly  Elijah  appeared 
before  Ahab  and  Jezebel,  crying  to  these  two  who  were 
denying  God,  that,  "As  llie  Lord  God  of  Israel  liveth," 
there  should  be  no  rain  from  heaven  until 
Israel  returned  to  worship  Him. 
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68  %  And  some  of  the  chief  of  the  fathers,  when  they  came  to  the 
house  of  the  Lord  which  is  at  Jerusalem,  offered  freely  for  the  house 
of  God  to  set  it  up  in  his  place : 

69  They  gave  after  their  ability  unto  the  treasure  of  the  work 
threescore  and  one  thousand  drams  of  gold,  and  five  thousand  pounds 
of  silver,  and  one  hundred  priests'  garments. 

70  So  the  priests,  and  the  Levites,  and  some  of  the  people,  and 
the  singers,  and  the  porters,  and  the  Nethinims,  dwelt  in  their  cities,. 
and  all  Israel  in  their  cities. 

Cljapter  3 

1  The  altar  U  set  up.    4  Offerings  frequented,     7  Workmen  prepared.    8  The  foundations  of  the  temple  are  laitt 
in  great  joy  and  mourning. 

ND  when  the  seventh  month  was  come,  and  the  children  of 
Israel  were  in  the  cities,  the  people  gathered  themselves  to- 
gether as  one  man  to  Jerusalem. 

2  Then  stood  up  Jeshua  the  son  of  Jozadak,  and  his  brethren  the 

Eriests,  and  2ferubDabel,  the  son  of  Shealtiel,  and  his  brethren,  and 
uilded  the  altar  of  the  God  of  Israel,  to  offer  burnt  offerings  thereon, 
as  it  is  written  in  the  law  of  Moses  the  man  of  God. 

3  And  they  set  the  altar  upon  his  bases;  for  fear  was  upon  them 
because  of  the  people  of  those  countries ;  and  they  offered  burnt  offer- 
ings thereon  unto  tne  Lord,  even  burnt  offerings  morning  and  evening. 

4  They  kept  also  the  feast  of  tabernacles,  as  it  is  written,  and 
offered  the  daily  burnt  offerings  bv  number,  according  to  the  custom, 
as  the  duty  of  every  day  required; 

5  And  afterward  offered  the  continual  burnt  offering,  both  of  the 
new  moons,  and  of  all  the  set  feasts  of  the  Lord  that  were  conse- 
crated, and  of  every  one  that  willingly  offered  a  freewill  offering  unto 
the  Lord. 

6  From  the  first  day  of  the  seventh  month  began  they  to  offer  burnt 
offerings  unto  the  Lord.  But  the  foundation  of  the  temple  of  the 
Lord  was  not  yet  laid. 

7  They  gave  money  also  unto  the  masons,  and  to  the  carpenters; 
and  meat,  and  drink,  and  oil,  unto  them  of  Zidon,  and  to  them  of 
Tyre,  to  bring  cedar  trees  from  Lebanon  to  the  sea  of  Joppa,  accord- 
ing to  the  grant  that  they  had  of  Cyrus  king  of  Persia. 

8  ^  Now  in  the  second  year  of  their  coming  unto  the  house  of  God 
at  Jerusalem,  in  the  second  month,  began  Zerubbabel  the  son  of 
Shealtiel,  and  Jeshua  the  son  of  Jozadak,  and  the  remnant  of  their 
brethren  the  priests  and  the  Levites,  and  all  they  that  were  come 
out  of  the  captivity  unto  Jerusalem;  and  appointed  the  Levites,  from 
twenty  years  old  and  upward,  to  set  forward  the  work  of  the  house  of 
the  Lord. 

9  Then  stood  Jeshua  toith  his  sons  and  his  brethren,  Kadmiel  and 
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his  sons,  the  sons  of  Judah,  together,  to  set  forward  the  workmen  in 
the  house  of  Giod:  the  sons  of  Henadad,  vnth  their  sons  and  their 
brethren  the  Levites. 

10  And  when  the  builders  laid  the  foundation  of  the  temple  of 
the  Lord,  they  set  the  priests  in  their  apparel  with  trumpets,  and  the 
Levites  the  sons  of  Asaph  with  cymbals,  to  praise  the  Lord,  after  the 
ordinance  of  David  king  of  Israel. 

1 1  And  they  sang  together  by  coiu*se  in  praising  and  giving  thanks 
unto  the  Lord;  because  he  is  good,  for  his  mercy  endureOi  for  ever 
toward  Israel.  And  all  the  people  shouted  with  a  great  shout,  when 
they  praised  the  Lord,  because  the  foundation  of  the  house  of  the 
Lord  was  laid. 

12  But  many  of  the  priests  and  Levites  and  chief  of  the  fathers, 
whx)  were  ancient  men,  that  had  seen  the  first  house,  when  the  founda- 
tion of  this  house  was  laid  before  their  eyes,  wept  with  a  loud  voice; 
and  many  shouted  aloud  for  joy : 

13  So  that  the  people  could  not  discern  the  noise  of  the  shout  of  joy 
from  the  noise  of  the  weeping  of  the  people :  for  the  people  shouted 
with  a  loud  shout,  and  the  noise  was  heard  afar  off. 

Ctiapter  4 

1  The  adveraariet,  not  beina  accepted  in  the  building  of  the  temple  with  the  Jefr$^  endeavour  to  hinder  iL  7  T%etr 
letUr  to  Artaxerxea,     17  The  decree  of  Artaxerxe*.     23  The  building  is  hindered. 

OW  when  the  adversaries  of  Judah  and  Benjamin  heard  that 
the  children  of  the  captivity  builded  the  temple  unto  the 
Lord  God  of  Israel ; 

2  Then  they  came  to  Zerubbabel,  and  to  the  chief  of  the  fathers, 
and  said  unto  them,  Let  us  build  with  you:  for  we  seek  your  God, 
as  ye  do;  and  we  do  sacrifice  unto  him  since  the  days  of  Esar-haddon 
king  of  Assur,  which  brought  us  up  hither, 

3  But  Zerubbabel,  and  Jeshua,  and  the  rest  of  the  chief  of  the 
fathers  of  Israel,  said  unto  them,  Ye  have  nothing  to  do  with  us  to 
build  an  house  unto  our  God;  but  we  ourselves  together  will  build 
unto  the  Lord  God  of  Israel,  as  king  Cyrus  the  king  of  Persia  hath 
commanded  us. 

4  Then  the  people  of  the  land  weakened  the  hands  of  the  people 
of  Judah,  and  troubled  them  in  building, 

5  And  hired  counsellors  against  them,  to  frustrate  their  pmpose, 
all  the  days  of  Cyrus  king  of  Persia,  even  until  the  reign  ot  Darius 
king  of  Persia. 

6  And  in  the  reign  of  Ahasuerus,  in  the  be^nning  of  his  reign, 
wrote  they  unto  him  an  accusation  against  the  inhabitants  of  Judah 
and  Jerusalem. 

7  ^  And  in  the  days  of  Artaxerxes  wrote  Bishlam,  Mithredath, 
Tabeel,  and  the  rest  of  their  companions,  unto  Artaxerxes  king  of 
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And  the  ravens  brought  him  bread  and  flesh  in  the 
morning" — I.  Kings,  17,  6, 

SUCH  a  prophecy  as  Elijah  thus  abruptly  uttered, 
could  have  but  one  human  result  upon  the  haughty 
king  and  queen.  Jezebel,  who  had  caused  the 
death  of  all  the  prophets  of  God  whom  she  oould  leadi, 
would  have  destroyed  this  madman  also.  But  *'the  word 
of  the  Lord"  came  to  Elijah,  saying,  *'Get  thee  hence, 
and  turn  thee  eastward,  and  hide  thyself  by  the  brook 
Cherith,  that  is  before  Jordan."  Cherith  means  solitude; 
so  thither  to  solitude  Elijah  went  The  place  was  a  wil- 
derness, barren  and  uninhabited;  but  God  had  assured 
the  prophet  that  ravens  should  bring  him  food  morning 
and  evening,  and  that  he  should  have  the  brook  to  drink 
from,  even  in  the  desert. 

The  miracle,  if  miracle  it  was,  happened  as  Elijah  had 
been  promised.  The  ravens,  birds  of  filth  and  fear, 
black  of  omen  in  Eastern  eyes,  came  daily  with  food, 
plucked  perhaps  from  sacrificial  altars  through  the  land. 
How  long  Elijah  subsisted  thus,  we  are  not  told.  But 
there,  after  his  first  contemptuous  rejection  by  Israel,  he 
dwelt  during  a  period  of  thought  and  development,  such 
as  had  been  Moses'  forty  years  of  desert  life. 
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Persia;  and  tRe  writing  of  the  letter  was  written  in  the  Syrian  tongue, 
and  interpreted  in  the  Syrian  tongue. 

8  Rehum  the  chancellor,  and  Shimshai  the  scribe,  wrote  a  letter 
against  Jerusalem  to  Artaxerxes  the  king  in  this  sort : 

9  Then  vrrote  Rehum  the  chancellor,  and  Shimshai  the  scribe,  and 
the  rest  of  their  companions;  the  Dinaites,  the  Apharsathchites,  the 
Tarpelites,  the  Apharsites,  the  Archevites,  the  Babylonians,  the 
Susanchites,  the  Dehavites,  and  the  Elamites, 

10  And  the  rest  of  the  nations  whom  the  great  and  noble  Asnapper 
brought  over  and  set  in  the  cities  of  Samaria,  and  the  rest  that  are  on 
this  Side  the  river,  and  at  such  a  time. 

11  ^  This  is  the  copy  of  the  letter  that  they  sent  unto  him,  even 
unto  Artaxerxes  the  king;  Thy  servants  the  men  on  this  side  of  the 
river,  and  at  such  a  time. 

12  Be  it  known  unto  the  king,  that  the  Jews  which  came  up  from 
thee  to  us  are  come  unto  Jerusalem,  building  the  rebellious  and  the 
bad  city,  and  have  set  up  the  walls  thereof,  and  joined  the  foundations. 

13  Be  it  known  now  unto  the  king,  that,  if  this  city  be  builded,  and 
the  walls  set  up  acjain^  then  will  they  not  pay  toll,  tribute,  and  custom, 
and  so  thou  shalt  endamage  the  revenue  of  the  kings. 

14  Now  because  we  have  maintenance  from  the  king^s  palace,  and 
it  was  not  meet  for  us  to  see  the  king's  dishonour,  therefore  have  we 
sent  and  certified  the  king; 

15  That  search  may  be  made  in  the  book  of  the  records  of  thy  fathers : 
so  shalt  thou  find  in  the  book  of  the  records,  and  know  that  this  city 
is  a  rebellious  city,  and  hurtful  unto  kings  and  provinces,  and  that 
they  have  moved  sedition  within  the  same  of  old  time :  for  which  cause 
this  city  was  destroyed. 

16  We  certify  the  king  that,  if  this  city  be  builded  again,  and  the 
walls  thereof  set  up,  by  this  means  thou  shalt  have  no  portion  on  this 
side  the  river. 

17  %  Then  sent  the  king  an  answer  unto  Rehum  the  chancellor, 
and  to  Shimshai  the  scribe,  and  to  the  rest  of  their  companions  that 
dwell  in  Samaria,  and  unto  the  rest  beyond  the  river.  Peace,  and  at 
such  a  time. 

18  The  letter  which  ye  sent  unto  us  hath  been  plainly  read  before  me. 

19  And  I  commanded,  and  search  hath  been  made,  and  it  is  found 
that  this  city  of  old  time  hath  made  insurrection  against  kings,  and 
that  rebellion  and  sedition  have  been  made  therein. 

20  There  have  been  mighty  kings  also  over  Jerusalem,  which  have 
ruled  over  all  countries  beyond  the  river;  and  toll,  tribute,  and  custom 
was  paid  unto  them. 

21  Give  ye  now  commandment  to  cause  these  men  to  cease,  and 
that  this  city  be  not  builded,  until  another  commandment  shall  be 
given  from  me. 
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22  Take  heed  now  that  ye  fail  not  to  do  this:  why  should  damage 
grow  to  the  hurt  of  the  kings  ? 

23  ^  Now  when  the  copy  of  king  Artaxerxes'  letter  was  read  before 
Rehum,  and  Shimshai  the  scribe,  and  their  companions,  they  went 
up  in  haste  to  Jerusalem  unto  the  Jews,  and  made  them  to  cease  by 
force  and  power. 

24  Then  ceased  the  work  of  the  house  of  God  which  is  at  Jerusalem. 
So  it  ceased  unto  the  second  year  of  the  reign  of  Darius  king  of  Persia. 

Chapter  5 

1  Zentbbabd  and  Jethua,  incUfd  hy  Haggai  and  Zechariah,  get  forward  the  building  of  the  temple.    3  Tainaittnd 
Sh^har-boznai  could  not  hinder  the  Jew,    6  Their  letter  to  Darius  against  the  Jews. 

HEN  the  prophets,  Haggai  the  prophet,  and  Zechariah  the 
son  of  Iddo,  prophesicS  unto  the  Jews  that  were  in  Judah 
and  Jerusalem  in   the   name  of  the   God  of  Israel,   even 
unto  them. 

2  Then  rose  up  Zerubbabel  the  son  of  Shealtiel,  and  Jeshua  the 
son  of  Jozadak,  and  began  to  build  the  house  of  God  which  is  at 
Jerusalem :  and  with  them  were  the  prophets  of  God  helping  them. 

3  ^  At  the  same  time  came  to  them  Tatnai,  governor  on  this  side 
the  river,  and  Shethar-boznai,  and  their  companions,  and  said  thus 
unto  them,  Who  hath  commanded  you  to  build  this  house,  and  to 
make  up  this  wall  ? 

4  Then  said  we  unto  them  after  this  manner,  What  are  the  names 
of  the  men  that  make  this  building  ? 

5  But  the  eye  of  their  God  was  upon  the  elders  of  the  Jews,  that 
they  could  not  cause  them  to  cease,  till  the  matter  came  to  Darius; 
and  then  they  returned  answer  by  letter  concerning  this  matter. 

6  ^  The  copy  of  the  letter  that  Tatnai,  governor  on  this  side  the 
river,  and  Shethar-boznai,  and  his  companions  the  Apharsachites, 
which  were  on  this  side  the  river,  sent  unto  Darius  the  king: 

7  They  sent  a  letter  unto  him,  wherein  was  Avritten  mus;  Unto 
Darius  tne  king,  all  peace. 

8  Be  it  known  unto  the  king,  that  we  went  into  the  province  of 
Judea,  to  the  house  of  the  great  God,  which  is  builded  with  great 
stones,  and  timber  is  laid  in  the  walls,  and  this  work  goeth  fast  on, 
and  prospereth  in  their  hands. 

9  Then  asked  we  those  elders,  and  said  unto  them  thus.  Who  com- 
manded you  to  build  this  house,  and  to  make  up  these  walls  ? 

10  We  asked  their  names  also,  to  certify  thee,  that  we  might  write 
the  names  of  the  men  that  were  the  chief  of  them.  " 

1 1  And  thus  they  returned  us  answer,  saying.  We  are  the  servants 
of  the  God  of  heaven  and  earth,  and  build  the  house  that  was  builded 
these  many  years  ago,  which  a  great  king  of  Israel  builded  and  set  up. 

12  But  after  that  our  fathers  had  provoked  the  God  of  heaven 
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*'And  when  he  came  to  the  gate  of  the  cily,  beholds  the 
widow  woman  was  there  gathering  q/*  sticks." — /.  Kings^ 
17,  10, 

THE  drought  which  Elijah  had  foretold  waa  of  long 
duration,  and  terrible  consequence  to  Israel. 
The  streams  dried  up,  the  harvests  failed,  the 
cattle  died.  Ahab  and  Jezebel  sent  through  all  the  land 
searching  minutely  for  Elijah,  whom  they  looked  upon  as 
the  author  of  all  this  misery.  They  meant  to  slay  him; 
but  he  was  not  found.  Then,  at  length,  even  his  blessed , 
brook  of  Cherith  dried  up;  and  Grod*s  word  came  to  him 
that  he  should  leave  the  wilderness  and  go  to  the  land 
of  Zidon  or  Sidon,  the  very  centre  of  Baal  worship,  and 
should  dwell  there  in  the  city  of  Zarephath,  at  the  house  of 
a  widow. 

Nowise  doubting  the  divine  command,  nowise  fearing 
at  thus  entering  the  stronghold  of  his  enemieB,  Elijah 
obeved.  To  reach  Sidon  he  must  have  crossed  all  the 
breadth  of  Israel,  but  he  was  not  molested.  At  length 
weary  and  travel-stained,  he  reached  the  gate  of  Zarephath 
and  there  beheld,  as  he  had  expected,  a  widow  woman. 
Poverty-stricken  and  feeble,  she  was  picking  up  outsfde 
the  gate  a  few  mites  of  fire-wood.  With  her  probably 
was  her  one  little  son,  whom  tradition  declares  to  have 
afterward  become  the  prophet  Jonah.    Elijah 
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unto  wrath,  he  gave  them  into  the  hand  of  Nebuchadnezzar  the  king 
of  Babylon,  the  Chaldean,  who  destroyed  this  house,  and  carried  the 
people  away  into  Babylon. 

13  But  in  the  first  year  of  Cyrus  the  king  of  Babylon  the  same  king 
Cyrus  made  a  decree  to  build  this  house  oi  God. 

14  And  the  vessels  also  of  gold  and  silver  of  the  house  of  God, 
which  Nebuchadnezzar  took  out  of  the  temple  that  was  in  Jerusalem, 
and  brought  them  into  the  temple  of  Babylon,  those  did  Cyrus  the 
king  take  out  of  the  temple  of  Babylon,  and  they  were  delivered  unto 
one,  whose  name  was  Sheshbazzar,  whom  he  had  made  governor; 

15  And  said  unto  him.  Take  these  vessels,  go,  carry  them  into  the 
temple  that  is  in  Jerusalem,  and  let  the  house  of  God  be  builded  in 
his  place. 

16  Then  came  the  same  Sheshbazzar,  and  laid  the  foundation  of 
the  house  of  God  which  is  in  Jerusalem:  and  since  that  time  even 
until  now  hath  it  been  in  building,  and  yet  it  is  not  finished. 

17  Now  therefore,  if  it  seem  good  to  the  king,  let  there  be  search 
made  in  the  king's  treasure  house,  which  is  there  at  Babylon,  whether 
it  be  sOy  that  a  decree  was  made  of  Cyrus  the  king  to  build  this  house 
of  God  at  Jerusalem,  and  let  the  king  send  his  pleasure  to  us  con- 
cerning this  matter. 

C{)apter  6 

1  Dariu8,  finding  Ihe  decree  of  Cyrus,  maketh  a  new  decree  for  the  advancement  of  the  building.  \Z  By  the  help 
cf  the  enemies,  and  the  directions  of  the  prophets,  the  temple  is  finished.  16  The  feast  of  the  dedication  is  kept, 
10  and  the  passover. 

|HEN  Darius  the  king  made  a  decree,  and  search  was  made 
in  the  house  of  the  rolls,  where  the  treasures  were  laid  up  in 
Babylon. 

2  And  there  was  found  at  Achmetha,  in  the  palace  that  is  in 
the  province  of  the  Medes,  a  roll,  and  therein  wa>s  a  record  thus 
written : 

3  In  the  first  year  of  Cyrus  the  king  the  same  Cyrus  the  king  made 
a  decree  concerning  the  house  of  God  at  Jerusalem,  Let  the  house  be 
builded,  the  place  where  they  offered  sacrifices,  and  let  the  foundations 
thereof  be  strongly  laid;  the  height  thereof  threescore  cubits,  and  the 
breadth  thereof  threescore  cubits; 

4  With  three  rows  of  great  stones,  and  a  row  of  new  timber:  and 
let  the  expenses  be  given  out  of  the  king's  house : 

5  And  also  let  the  golden  and  silver  vessels  of  the  house  of  God, 
which  Nebuchadnezzar  took  forth  out  of  the  temple  which  is  at 
Jerusalem,  and  brought  unto  Babylon,  be  restored,  and  brought 
again  unto  the  temple  which  is  at  Jerusalem,  every  one  to  his  place, 
and  place  them  in  the  house  of  God. 

6  Now  therefore,  Tatnai,   governor  beyond  the  river,   Shethar- 
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boznai,  and  your  companions  the  Apharsachites,  which  are  beyond 
the  river,  be  ye  far  from  thence: 

7  Let  the  work  of  this  house  of  God  alone:  let  the  governor  of  the 
Jews  and  the  elders  of  the  Jews  build  this  house  of  God  in  his 
place. 

8  Moreover  I  make  a  decree  what  ye  shall  do  to  the  elders  of  these 
Jews  for  the  building  of  this  house  of  God :  that  of  the  king's  goods, 
even  of  the  tribute  beyond  the  river,  forthwith  expences  be  given  unto 
these  men,  that  they  be  not  hindered. 

9  And  that  which  they  have  need  of,  both  young  bullocks,  and 
rams,  and  lambs,  for  the  burnt  offerings  of  the  God  of  heaven,  wheat, 
salt,  wine,  and  oil,  accordinjg  to  the  appointment  of  the  priests  which 
are  at  Jerusalem,  let  it  be  given  them  Jay  by  day  without  fail : 

10  That  they  may  offer  sacrifices  of  sweet  savours  imto  the  God 
of  heaven,  and  pray  for  the  life  of  the  king,  and  of  his  sons. 

11  Also  I  have  made  a  decree,  that  whosoever  shall  alter  this  word, 
let  timber  be  pulled  down  from  his  house,  and  being  set  up  let  him 
be  hanged  thereon;  and  let  his  house  be  made  a  dunghill  for  this. 

12  And  the  God  that  hath  caused  his  name  to  dwell  there  destroy 
all  kings  and  people,  that  shall  put  to  their  hand  to  alter  and  to  destroy 
this  house  of  God  which  is  at  Jerusalem.  I  Darius  have  made  a 
decree;  let  it  be  done  with  speed. 

13  \  Then  Tatnai,  governor  on  this  side  the  river,  Shethar-boznai, 
and  their  companions,  according  to  that  which  Darius  the  king  had 
sent,  so  they  did  speedily. 

14  And  the  elders  of  the  Jews  builded,  and  they  prospered  through 
the  prophesjdng  of  Haggai  the  prophet  and  Zechariah  the  son  of  Iddo. 
Ana  they  builded,  and  finished  ?<,  according  to  the  commandment 
of  the  God  of  Israel,  and  according  to  the  commandment  of  Cyrus, 
and  Darius,  and  Artaxerxes  king  of  Persia. 

15  And  this  house  was  finished  on  the  third  day  of  the  month 
A.dar,  which  was  in  the  sixth  year  of  the  reign  of  Darius  the  king. 

16  ^  And  the  children  of  Israel,  the  priests,  and  the  Levites,  and 
the  rest  of  the  children  of  the  captivity,  kept  the  dedication  of  this 
house  of  God  with  joy, 

17  And  offered  at  the  dedication  of  this  house  of  God  an  hundred 
bullocks,  two  hundred  rams,  four  hundred  lambs;  and  for  a  sin  offer- 
ing for  all  Israel,  twelve  he  goats,  according  to  the  number  of  the 
tribes  of  Israel. 

18  And  they  set  the  priests  in  their  di\isions,  and  the  Levites  in 
their  courses,  for  the  service  of  God,  which  is  at  Jerusalem;  as  it  is 
written  in  the  book  of  Moses. 

19  And  the  children  of  the  captivity  kept  the  passover  upon  the 
fourteenth  day  of  the  first  month. 

20  For  the  priests  and  the  Levites  were  purified  together,  all  of 
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**And  he  look  him  out  of  her  bo3om,  and  carried  him  up 
into  a  lofU  wfiere  he  abode,  and  laid  him  upon  his  own 
bed:*— I.  Kings,  17,  19. 

THE  poor  widow  readily  brought  Elijah  drink,  even 
a.s  Rebecca  had  once  given  water  to  Abraham's 
steward.  But  when  the  prophet  asked  further 
that  she  should  take  him  to  her  house  and  give  him  food, 
she  burst  into  weeping,  and  told  him  her  sad  plight.  She 
had  at  home  but  one  more  handful  of  meal  and  a  trifle  of 
oil.  With  the  sticks  she  was  gathering  she  meant  to  cook 
these  into  one  last  meal  for  herself  and  her  little  son,  and 
then  lie  down  and  die. 

At  once  Elijah  saw  why  he  had  been  sent  thither,  that 
it  was  not  solely  for  his  own  good,  and  that  God  values 
every  soul,  that  He  knows  and  feels  for  every  pang.     "And 

Elijah  said  unto  her,  Fear  not For  thus 

saith  the  Lord  God  of  Israel.  The  barrel  of  meal  shall 
not  waste,  neither  shall  the  cruse  of  oil  fail,  until  the  day 
that  the  Lord  sendeth  rain  upon  the  earth."  So  these  two 
strangely  met  companions  went  together  to  the  widow's 
house,  and  dwelt  there,  sustained  equally  by  the  bounty 
of 'the  Lord.  So  also  her  little  son  lived  upon  the  meal 
and  oil;  but  God*s  hand  was  laid  upon  the  lad,  so  that 
he  died.  Then  the  mother  cried  out  against  Elijah  in 
her  agony. 
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them  were  pure,  and  killed  the  passover  for  all  the  children  of  the 
captivity,  and  for  their  brethren  the  priests,  and  for  themselves. 

21  And  the  children  of  Israel,  which  were  come  again  out  of  cap- 
tivity, and  all  such  as  had  separated  themselves  unto  them  from  the 
filthiness  of  the  heathen  of  the  land  to  seek  the  Lord  God  of  Israel, 
did  eat, 

22  And  kept  the  feast  of  unleavened  bread  seven  days  with  joy: 
for  the  Lord  nad  made  them  joyful,  and  turned  the  heart  of  the  king 
of  Assyria  unto  them,  to  strengthen  their  hands  in  the  work  of  the 
house  of  God,  the  God  of  Israel. 

Ctiopter  7 

1  Eznx  goeOi  up  to  JenuaUm.    11  The  gracioiu  commUtion  of  Artaxerzes  to  Ezra.    27  Eva  hU$aefh  God  for 
hiM  favour. 

|OW  after  these  things,  in  the  reign  of  Artaxerxes  king  of  Per- 
sia, Ezra  the  son  of  Seraiah,  the  son  of  Azariah,  the  son 
of  Hilkiah, 

2  The  son  of  Shallum,  the  son  of  Zadok,  the  son  of  Ahitub, 

3  The  son  of  Amariah,  the  son  of  Azariah,  the  son  of  Meraioth, 

4  The  son  of  Zerahiah,  the  son  of  Uzzi,  the  son  of  Bukki, 

5  The  son  of  Abishua,  the  son  of  Phinehas,  the  son  of  Eleazar, 
the  son  of  Aaron  the  chief  priest: 

6  This  Ezra  went  up  from  Babylon;  and  he  Wds  a  ready  scribe  in 
the  law  of  Moses,  which  the  Lord  God  of  Israel  had  given:  and  the 
king  granted  him  all  his  request,  according  to  the  hand  of  the  Lord 
his  God  upon  him. 

7  And  there  went  up  some  of  the  children  of  Israel,  and  of  the  priests, 
and  the  Levites,  and  the  singers,  and  the  porters,  and  the  Nethinims, 
unto  Jerusalem,  in  the  seventh  year  of  Artaxerxes  the  king. 

8  And  he  came  to  Jerusalem  in  the  fifth  month,  which  was  in  the 
seventh  year  of  the  king. 

9  For  upon  the  first  day  of  the  first  month  began  he  to  go  up  from 
Babylon,  and  on  the  first  day  of  the  fifth  month  came  he  to  Jerusalem, 
according  to  the  good  hand  of  his  God  upon  him. 

10  For  Ezra  had  prepared  his  heart  to  seek  the  law  of  the  Lord, 
and  to  do  tt,  and  to  teach  in  Israel  statutes  and  judgments. 

11  ^  Now  this  is  the  copy  of  the  letter  that  the  king  Artaxerxes 
gave  unto  Ezra  the  priest,  tne  scribe,  even  a  scribe  of  the  words  of 
the  commandments  of  the  Lord,  and  of  his  statutes  to  Israel. 

12  Artaxerxes,  king  of  kings,  unto  Ezra  the  priest,  a  scribe  of  the 
law  of  the  God  of  heaven,  perfect  pea^e^  and  at  such  a  time. 

13  I  make  a  decree,  that  all  they  of  the  people  of  Israel,  and  of 
his  priests  and  Levites,  in  my  realm,  which  are  minded  of  their  own 
freewill  to  go  up  to  Jerusalem,  go  with  thee. 

14  Forasmuch  as  thou  art  sent  of  the  king,  and  of  his  seven  counsel- 
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lors,  to  enquire  concerning  Judah  and  Jerusalem,  according  to  the 
law  of  thy  God  which  is  in  thine  hand; 

15  And  to  carry  the  silver  and  gold,  which  the  king  and  his  counsel- 
lors have  freely  offered  unto  the  God  of  Israel,  whose  habitation  is 
in  Jerusalem, 

16  And  all  the  silver  and  gold  that  thou  canst  find  in  all  the  prov- 
ince of  Babylon,  with  the  freewill  offering  of  the  people,  and  of  the 

Sriests,  offering  willingly  for  the  house  of  their  God  which  is  in 
erusalem : 

17  That  thou  mayest  buy  speedily  with  this  monev  bullocks,  rams, 
lambs,  with  their  meat  offerings  and  their  drink  offerings,  and  offer 
them  upon  the  altar  of  the  house  of  your  God  which  is  in  Jerusalem. 

18  Aiid  whatsoever  shall  seem  good  to  thee,  and  to  thy  brethren, 
to  do  with  the  rest  of  the  silver  and  the  gold,  that  do  after  the  will 
of  your  God. 

19  The  vessels  also  that  are  given  thee  for  the  service  of  the  house 
of  thy  God,  those  deliver  thou  before  the  God  of  Jerusalem. 

20  And  whatsoever  more  shall  be  needful  for  the  house  of  thy 
God,  which  thou  shalt  have  occasion  to  bestow,  bestow  it  out  of  the 
king's  treasure  house. 

21  And  I,  even  I  Artaxerxes  the  king,  do  make  a  decree  to  all  the 
treasurers  which  are  beyond  the  river,  that  whatsoever  Ezra  the  priest, 
the  scribe  of  the  law  of  the  God  of  heaven,  shall  require  of  you,  it 
be  done  speedily, 

22  Unto  an  hundred  talents  of  silver,  and  to  an  hundred  measures 
of  wheat,  and  to  an  hundred  baths  of  wdne,  and  to  an  hundred  baths 
of  oil,  and  salt  without  prescribing  how  much. 

23  Whatsoever  is  commanded  by  the  God  of  heaven,  let  it  be 
diligently  done  for  the  house  of  the  God  of  heaven:  for  why  should 
there  be  wrath  against  the  realm  of  the  king  and  his  sons  ? 

24  Also  we  certify  you,  that  touching  any  of  the  priests  and  Levites, 
singers,  porters,  Nethinims,  or  ministers  of  this  house  of  God,  it 
shall  not  DC  lawful  to  impose  toll,  tribute,  or  custom,  upon  them. 

25  And  thou,  Ezra,  alter  the  wisdom  of  thy  God,  tnat  is  in  thine 
hand,  set  magistrates  and  judges,  which  may  judge  all  the  people  that 
are  beyond  the  river,  all  such  as  know  the  laws  of  thy  God;  and  teach 
ye  them  that  know  them  not. 

26  And  whosoever  will  not  do  the  law  of  thy  God,  and  the  law  of 
the  king,  let  judgment  be  executed  speedily  upon  him,  whether  it  be 
unto  death,  or  to  banishment,  or  to  confiscation  of  goods  or  to  im- 
prisonment. 

27  ^  Blessed  he  the  Ix)rd  God  of  our  fathers,  which  hath  put  such 
a  thing  as  this  in  the  king's  heart,  to  beautify  the  house  of  the  Lord 
which  is  in  Jerusalem: 

28  And  hath  extended  mercy  unto  me  before  the  king,  and  his 
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"And   Elijah delivered   him   unto    his 

mother:  and  Elijah  said.  See,  thy  eon  liveth" — I,  Kings^ 

IN  THE  sudden,  sore  tragedy  which  thus  touched 
Elijah's  life,  he  did  not  immediately  see  Grod*s  pur- 
pose. Yet  he  pitied  the  poor  widow  deeply;  and, 
having  brought  the  dead  child  to  his  room,  he  prayed 
above  him  most  earnestly,  entreating  God  to  restore  the 
lad  to  the  mother*s  empty  arms.  God  in  his  infinite  wis- 
dom did  this.  So  that  Elijah  came  down  happily  from 
the  loft  and  handed  the  living  lad  to  the  astounded  woman. 
This  is  the  first  recorded  case  in  the  Bible  of  the  turning 
back  of  death,  of  life  recalled  from  beyond  earth's  bourne, 
the  glorious  promise  of  resurrection.  With  what  deep 
awe  must  Elijah  have  gazed  on  his  own  handiwork! 
What  divine  strengthening  of  his  confidence  was  there, 
for  the  work  he  was  still  to  do!  And  what  joy  to  the 
mother!  This  poor,  untaught  widow  of  Zarephath  was 
the  wild  prophet's  first  convert.  He  had  spoken  to  her 
openly  before  of  his  own  faith  in  the  great  God  of  Israel. 
She  knew  whence  he  claimed  to  have  received  their  food. 
Now  she  cried  out  in  ecstasy,  **The  word  of  the  Lord  in 
thy  mouth  is  truth."    That  was  her  greeting  to  her  son. 


^ 
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counsellors,  and  before  all  the  king's  mighty  princes.  And  I  was 
strengthened  as  the  hand  of  the  Lord  my  God  was  upon  me,  and  1 
gathered  together  out  of  Israel  chief  men  to  go  up  with  me. 

♦ 

Cfiopter  8 

1  77^  companions  of  Ezra,  loho  relumed  from  Babylon.  15  He  sendeth  to  Iddo  for  miniaUrs  for  the  temple.  21  Hf 
keepeth  a  fast.  24  He  committeth  the  treasures  to  the  custody  of  the  priests.  31  From  Ahava  they  come  to  Jeru- 
salem,    33  The  treasure  is  weighed  in  the  temple.    36  The  commission  is  delivered. 

HESE  are  now  the  chief  of  their  fathers,  and  this  is  the  gene- 
alogy of  them  that  went  up  with  me  from  Babylon,  in  the 
reign  of  Artaxerxes  the  king. 

2  Of  the  sons  of  Phinehas;  Gershom:  of  the  sons  of  Ithamar; 
Daniel :  of  the  sons  of  David ;  Hattush : 

3  Of  the  sons  of  Shechaniah,  of  the  sons  of  Pharosh;  2fechariah: 
and  with  him  were  reckoned,  by  genealogy  of  the  males,  an  hundred 
and  fifty. 

4  Of  the  sons  of  Pahath-moab;  Elihoenai  the  son  of  Zerahiah,  and 
with  him  two  hundred  males. 

5  Of  the  sons  of  Shechaniah;  the  son  of  Jahaziel,  and  with  him 
three  hundred  males. 

6  Of  the  sons  also  of  Adin;  Ebed  the  son  of  Jonathan,  and  with 
him  fifty  males. 

7  And  of  the  sons  of  Elam;  Jeshaiah  the  son  of  Athaliah,  and  with 
him  seventy  males. 

8  And  of  the  sons  of  Shephatiah ;  Zebadiah  the  son  of  Michael^ 
and  with  him  fourscore  males. 

9  Of  the  sons  of  Joab;  Obadiah  the  son  of  Jehiel,  and  with  him  two 
hundred  and  eighteen  males. 

10  And  of  the  sons  of  Shelomith;  the  son  of  Josiphiah,  and  with 
him  an  hundred  and  threescore  males. 

11  And  of  the  sons  of  Bebai;  Zechariah  the  son  of  Bebai,  and  with 
him  twenty  and  eight  males. 

12  And  of  the  sons  of  Azgad:  Johanan  the  son  of  Hakkatan,  and 
with  him  an  hundred  and  ten  males. 

13  And  of  the  last  sons  of  Adonikam,  whose  names  are  these^ 
Eliphelet,  Jeiel,  and  Shemaiah,  and  with  them  threescore  males. 

14  Of  the  sons  also  of  Bigvai,  Uthai,  and  Zabbud,  and  with  them 
seventy  males. 

15  1  And  I  gathered  them  together  to  the  river  that  runneth  to 
Ahava;  and  there  abode  we  in  tents  three  days:  and  I  viewed  the 
people,  and  the  priests,  and  found  there  none  of  the  sons  of  Levi. 

16  Then  sent  I  for  Eliezer,  for  Ariel,  for  Shemaiah,  and  for  Elna- 
than,  and  for  Jarib,  and  for  Elnathan,  and  for  Nathan,  and  for 
Zechariah,  and  Meshullam,  chief  men;  also  for  Joiarib,  and  for 
Elnathan,  men  of  understanding. 
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17  And  I  sent  them  with  commandment  unto  Iddo  the  chief  at 
the  place  Casiphia,  and  I  told  them  what  they  should  say  unto  Iddo, 
and  to  his  brethren  the  Nethinims,  at  the  place  Casipma,  that  they 
should  bring  unto  us  ministers  for  the  house  of  our  God. 

18  And  by  the  good  hand  of  our  God  upon  us  they  brought  us  a 
man  of  understanding,  of  the  sons  of  Mahli,  the  son  of  Levi,  the  son 
of  Israel;  and  Sherebiah,  with  his  sons  and  his  brethren,  eighteen; 

19  And  Ilashabiah,  and  with  him  Jeshaiah  of  the  sons  of  Merari, 
his  brethren  and  their  sons,  twenty; 

20  Also  of  the  Nethinims,  whom  David  and  the  princes  had  ap- 
pointed for  the  service  of  the  Levites,  two  hundred  and  twenty  Xetn- 
mims:  all  of  them  were  expressed  by  name. 

21  ^  Then  I  proclaimed  a  fast  there,  at  the.  river  of  Ahava,  that 
we  might  afflict  ourselves  before  our  God,  to  seek  of  him  a  right  way 
for  us,  and  for  our  little  ones,  and  for  all  our  substance. 

22  For  I  was  ashamed  to  require  of  the  king  a  band  of  soldiers  and 
horsemen  to  help  us  against  the  enemy  in  the  way:  because  we  had 
spoken  unto  the  king,  saying.  The  hand  of  our  God  is  upon  all  them 
for  good  that  seek  him;  but  ms  power  and  his  wrath  is  against  all  them 
that  forsake  him. 

23  So  we  fasted  and  besought  our  God  for  this:  and  he  was  in- 
treated  of  us. 

24-  ^  Then  I  separated  twelve  of  the  chief  of  the  priests,  Sherebiah, 
Hashabiah,  and  ten  of  their  brethren  with  them, 

25  And  weighed  unto  them  the  silver,  and  the  gold,  and  the  ves- 
sels, even  the  offering  of  the  house  of  our  God,  which  the  king,  and 
his  counsellors,  and  his  lords,  and  all  Israel  there  present,  had  offered: 

26  I  even  weighed  unto  their  hand  six  hundred  and  fifty  talents 
of  silver,  and  silver  vessels  an  hundred  talents,  and  of  gold  an  hun- 
dred talents; 

27  Also  twenty  basons  of  gold,  of  a  thousand  drains;  and  two  ves- 
sels of  fine  copper,  precious  as  gold. 

28  And  I  said  unto  them,  Ye  are  holy  unto  the  Lord:  the  vessels 
are  holy  also;  and  the  silver  and  the  gold  are  a  freewill  offering  unto 
the  Lord  God  of  your  fathers. 

29  Watch  ye,  and  keep  them,  until  ye  weigh  them  before  the  chief 
of  the  priests  and  the  Levites,  and  chief  of  the  fathers  of  Israel,  at 
Jerusalem,  in  the  chambers  of  the  house  of  the  Lord. 

30  So  took  the  priests  and  the  Levites  the  weight  of  the  silver,  and 
the  gold,  and  the  vessels,  to  bring  them  to  Jerusalem  unto  the  house 
of  our  God. 

31  ^  Then  we  departed  from  the  river  of  Ahava  on  the  twelfth 
day  of  the  first  month,  to  go  unto  Jerusalem :  and  the  hand  of  oi\r  God 
was  upon  us,  and  he  delivered  us  from  the  hand  of  the  enemy,  and  of 
such  as  lav  in  wait  bv  the  way. 


THE  ORIGINAL  IS 
DRESDEN   ROYAL   GALLERY. 
4> 

**And  call  ye  on  the  name  of  your  gode^  and  I  vnU  call 
on  the  name  of  the  Lord:  and  the  God  thai  answereth  hy 
fire,  let  him  be  God.** — I.  Kings,  18,  21^, 

FOR  three  years  did  the  witherii^  drought  continue 
in  Israel.  In  the  third  year  King  Ahab,  grown 
desperate,  bade  his  most  trusted  counsellor  Obadiah 
go  through  one-half  of  the  kingdom,  while  the  king  him- 
self  explored  the  other  half,  to  search  out  if  anywhere  they 
could  find  water  and  pasturage;  for  without  it  all  the  catde 
of  the  land  must  die.  To  Obadiah,  hopelessly  searching, 
there  suddenly  appeared  Elijah,  who  with  the  haughtiness 
of  an  emperor,  bade  the  counsellor  summon  King  Ahab 
to  his  presence.  Obadiah  could  not  believe  at  first  that 
this  man,  against  whom  such  vengeance  had  been  vowed, 
meant  voluntarily  to  meet  King  Ahab;  but  Elijah's  solemn 
assurances  convinced  him.  Ahab  was  summoned,  and 
came  in  haste. 

Elijah  bade  the  king,  if  he  would  end  the  drought,  to 
gather  at  once  all  the  priests  of  Baal  throughout  tlie  land. 
Let  them  make  sacrifices  and  pray  for  rain;  then,  when 
they  had  failed,  Elijah  would  do  likewise.  So  there  was 
a  great  assembly.  All  the  priests  of  Baal  gathered  upon 
the  slopes  of  Mount  Carmel,  and  prayed.  Vast  masses 
of  the  people  of  Israel  gathered  in  the  valley  eastward,  to 
watch  the  strange  contest.  All  day  long  the  priests  cried 
out,  and  offered  sacrifice,  and  slashed  themselves 
as  their  cruel  fashion  was,  with  knives. 
But  there  came  no  rain. 
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32  And  we  came  to  Jerusalem,  and  abode  there  three  days. 

33  %  Now  on  the  fourth  day  was  the  silver  and  the  gold  and  the 
vessels  weighed  in  the  house  of  our  God  by  thfe  hand  of  Meremoth 
the  son  of  Uriah  the  priest;  and  with  him  was  Eleazar  the  son  of 
Phinehas;  and  with  them  was  Jozabad  the  son  of  Jeshua,  and  Noadiah 
the  son  of  Binnui,  Levites; 

34  By  number  and  by  weight  of  every  one:  and  all  the  weight  was 
i^Titten  at  that  time. 

35  Also  the  children  of  those  that  had  been  carried  away,  which 
were  come  out  of  the  captivity,  offered  burnt  offerings  unto  the  God 
of  Israel,  twelve  bullocks  for  all  Israel,  ninety  and  six  rams,  seventy 
and  seven  lambs,  twelve  he  goats  for  a  sin  offering:  all  this  was  a 
burnt  offering  unto  the  Lord. 

36  ^And  they  delivered  the  king's  commissions  unto  the  king's 
lieutenants,  and  to  the  governors  on  this  side  the  river:  and  they 
furthered  the  people,  and  the  house  of  God. 

Ctiapter  9 

1  Eva  maymdh  for  (he  afflnUy  of  the  people  toith  strangers.    5  He  prayeth  unto  Qod  wUh  confession  of  sins, 

,OW  when  these  things  were  done,  the  princes  came  to  me, 


saying.  The  people  of  Israel,  and  the  priests,  and  the  Levites, 
have  not  separated  themselves  from  the  people  of  the  lands, 
dxnng  according  to  their  abominations,  even  of  the  Canaanites,  the 
Hittites,  the  Perizzites,  the  Jebusites,  the  Ammonites,  the  Moabites, 
the  Egyptians,  and  the  Amorites. 

2  Vox  they  have  taken  of  their  daughters  for  themselves,  and  for 
their  sons:  so  that  the  holy  seed  have  mingled  themselves  with  the 

Eeople  of  iliose  lands:  yea,  the  hand  of  the  princes  and  rulers  hath 
een  chief  in  this  trespass. 

3  And  when  I  heard  this  thing,  I  rent  my  garment  and  my  mantle, 
and  plucked  off  the  hair  of  my  head  and  of  my  beard,  and  set  down 
astonied. 

4  Then  were  assembled  unto  me  every  one  that  trembled  at  the 
words  of  the  God  of  Israel,  because  of  the  transgression  of  those  that 
had  been  carried  away;  and  I  sat  astonied  until  the  evening  sacrifice. 

5  ^  And  at  the  evening  sacrifice  I  arose  up  from  my  neaviness; 
and  having  rent  my  garment  and  my  mantle,  I  fell  upon  my  knees, 
and  spread  out  my  hands  unto  the  Lord  my  God, 

6  And  said,  O  my  God,  I  am  ashamed  and  blush  to  lift  up  mv 
face  to  thee,  my  God :  for  our  iniquities  are  increased  over  our  nead, 
and  our  trespass  is  grown  up  unto  the  heavens. 

7  Since  the  days  of  our  fathers  have  we  been  in  a  great  trespass 
unto  this  day;  and  for  our  iniquities  have  we,  our  kings,  and  our 
priests,  been  delivered  into  the  hand  of  the  kings  of  the  lands,  to 
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the  sword,  to  captivity,  and  to  a  spoil,  and  to  confusion  of  face,  as 
it  is  this  day. 

8  And  now  for  a  little  space  grace  hath  been  shelved  from  the  Lord 
our  God,  to  leave  us  a  remnant  to  escape,  and  to  give  us  a  nail  in  his 
holy  place,  that  our  God  may  lighten  our  eyes,  and  give  us  a  little 
reviving  in  our  bondage. 

9  For  we  were  bondmen;  yet  our  God  hath  not  forsaken  us  in  our 
bondage,  but  hath  extended  mercy  unto  us  in  the  sight  of  the  kings 
of  Persia,  to  give  us  a  reviving,  to  set  up  the  house  of  our  God,  and 
to  repair  the  desolations  thereof,  and  to  give  us  a  wall  in  Judah  and 
in  Jerusalem. 

10  And  now,  O  our  God,  what  shall  we  say  after  this  ?  for  we  have 
forsaken  thy  commandments, 

11  Which  thou  hast  commanded  by  thy  servants  the  prophets, 
saying,  The  land,  unto  which  ye  go  to  possess  it,  is  an  unclean  land 
with  the  filthiness  of  the  people  of  the  lands,  viiih  their  abominations, 
which  have  filled  it  from  one  end  to  another  with  their  uncleanness. 

12  Now  therefore  give  not  your  daughters  unto  their  sons,  neither 
take  their  daughters  unto  your  sons,  nor  seek  their  peace  or  their 
wealth  for  ever:  that  ve  may  be  strong,  and  eat  the  good  of  the  land, 
and  leave  it  for  an  inheritance  to  your  children  for  ever. 

13  And  after  all  that  is  come  upon  us  for  our  evil  deeds,  and  for 
our  great  trespass,  seeing  that  thou  our  God  hast  punished  us  less 
than  our  iniqmties  deserve,  and  hast  given  us  such  deliverance  as  this; 

14  Should  we  again  break  thy  commandments,  and  join  in  afiinity 
with  the  people  of  these  abominatioiis  .^  wouldest  not  thou  be  angry 
Tilth  us  till  thou  hast  consumed  us,  so  that  there  should  be  no  remnant 
nor  escaping  ? 

15  O  Lord  God  of  Israel,  thou  art  righteous:  for  we  remain  yet 
escaped,  as  it  is  this  day:  behold,  we  are  before  thee  in  our  trespasses: 
for  we  cannot  stand  before  thee  because  of  this. 

Chapter  10 

1  Shechaniah  enantraaeOi  Ezra  to  reform  the  strange  marriages.  6  Ezra  mourning  assemtUth  Oke  people,  9  The 
people,  at  the  exhortation  of  Ezra,  repent,  and  promise  amendment.  15  The  care  to  perform  it.  18  The  names 
of  Viem  tthich  had  married  strange  irives. 


]i^^ 


OW  when  Ezra  had  prayed,  and  when  he  had  confessed,  weep- 
ing and  casting  himself  down  before  the  house  of  God,  there 
assembled  unto  him  out  of  Israel  a  very  great  congregation 
of  men  and  women  and  children :  for  the  people  wept  very  sore. 

2  And  Shechaniah  the  son  of  Jehiel,  one  of  the  sons  of  Elam,  an- 
swered and  said  unto  Ezra,  We  have  trespassed  against  our  God, 
and  have  taken  strange  wives  of  the  people  of  the  land :  yet  now  there 
is  hope  in  Israel  concerning  this  thing. 

3  Now  therefore  let  us  make  a  covenant  with  our  God  to  put  away 
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1690. 
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"  Then  thejire  of  the  Lord  fell,  and  consumed  the  burnt 
sacrifice^  and  the  wood,  and  the  stones,  and  the  dust,  and 
licked  up  the  water  that  vxu  in  the  trench." — /.  Kings,  18, 38. 

ELIJAH  had  proposed  that  neither  he  nor  the  priests 
of  Baal  should  put  fire  under  their  sacrifices;  so 
it  might  be  seen  if  either  God  would  send  fire 
from  heaven.  When  no  answer  came  to  the  priests*  out- 
cries and  ravings,  Elijah  jeered  at  them  before  all  the 
people,  saying,  "Cry  aloud:  for  he  is  a  god;  either  he  is 
talking,  or  he  is  pursuing,  or  he  is  in  a  journey,  or  per- 
adventure  he  sleepeth,  and  must  be  awaked." 

At  length  when  the  evening  b^an  to  gather,  Elijah 
acted  in  his  turn.  That  all  might  see  the  power  and  truth 
of  the  fire  he  so  confidently  expected,  he  bade  men  dig 
a  trench  about  his  altar.  This  trench  he  bade  them  fill 
with  water,  and  bade  them  drench  his  altar  and  every- 
thing upon  it,  pouring  barrels  of  water  over  it  repeatedly. 
Then  "at  the  time  of  the  offering  of  the  evening  sacrifice" 
Elijah  uplifted  his  solemn  prayer,  "Hear  me,  O  Lord, 
hear  me,  that  this  people  may  know  that  thou  art  the  Lord 
God,  and  that  thou  hast  turned  their  heart  back  again." 
And  the  lightning  of  heaven  came  down,  and  all  the  water 
was  swept  away,  and  the  sacrifice  of  Elijah  burned  with 
a  great  flame 
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all  the  wives,  and  such  as  are  born  of  them,  according  to  the  counsel 
of  my  lord,  and  of  those  that  tremble  at  the  commandment  of  our 
God;  and  let  it  be  done  according  to  the  law. 

4  Arise;  for  this  matter  bdongeth  unto  thee:  we  also  loUl  be  with 
thee:  be  of  good  courage,  and  do  it. 

5  Then  arose  Ezra,  and  made  the  chief  priests,  the  Levites,  and 
all  Israel,  to  swear  that  they  should  do  according  to  this  word.  And 
they  sware. 

6  ^  Then  Ezra  arose  up  from  before  the  house  of  God,  and  went 
into  the  chamber  of  Johanan  the  son  of  Eliashib:  and  when  he  came 
thither,  he  did  eat  no  bread,  nor  drink  water:  for  he  mourned  because 
of  the  transgression  of  them  that  had  been  carried  away. 

7  And  they  made  proclamation  throughout  Judah  and  Jerusalem 
unto  all  the  children  of  the  captivity,  that  they  should  gather  them- 
selves together  unto  Jerusalem; 

8  And  that  whosoever  would  not  come  within  three  days,  accord- 
ing to  the  counsel  of  the  princes  and  the  elders,  all  his  substance 
should  be  forfeited,  and  himself  separated  from  the  congregation 
of  those  that  had  been  carried  away. 

9  ^  Then  all  the  men  of  Judah  and  Benjamin  gathered  themselves 
together  unto  Jerusalem  within  three  days.  It  was  the  ninth  month, 
on  the  twentieth  day  of  the  month;  and  all  the  people  sat  in  the  street 
of  the  house  of  God,  trembling  because  of  this  matter,  and  for  the 
great  rain.^ 

10  And  Ezra  the  priest  stood  up,  and  said  unto  them.  Ye  have 
transgressed,  and  have  taken  strange  wives,  to  increase  the  trespass 
of  Israel. 

11  Now  therefore  make  confession  unto  the  Lord  God  of  yout 
fathers,  and  do  his  pleasure:  and  separate  yourselves  from  the  people 
of  the  land,  and  from  the  strange  wives. 

12  Then  all  the  congregation  answered  and  said  with  a  loud  voice, 
As  thou  hast  said,  so  must  we  do. 

13  But  the  people  are  many,  and  it  is  time  of  much  rain,  and  we  are 
not  able  to  stand  without,  neither  is  this  a  work  of  one  day  or  two: 
for  we  are  many  that  have  transgressed  in  this  thing. 

14  Let  now  our  rulers  of  all  the  congregation  stand,  and  let  all  them 
which  have  taken  strange  wives  in  our  cities  come  at  appointed  times, 
and  with  them  the  elders  of  every  city,  and  the  judges  thereof,  until 
the  fierce  wrath  of  bur  God  for  this  matter  be  turned  from  us. 

15  ^  Only  Jonathan  the  son  of  Asahel  and  Jahaziah  the  son  of 
Tikvah  were  employed  about  this  matter:^  and  MeshuUam  and 
Shabbethai  the  Levite  helped  them. 

16  And  the  children  of  the  captivity  did  so.    And  Ezra  the  priest, 

nrhis  season  of  the  Jftwlsh  year  corre$;pond9  to  December,  the  time  of  "the  former  rain"  in  Palestine 
*Tbe  Revised  Version  reads  "stood  up  against  this  matter.** 


838  EZRA  X — THE  MARRIAGES  WITH  STRANGERS 

vriih  certain  chief  of  the  fathers,  after  the  house  of  their  fathers,  and 
all  of  them  by  f/teir  names,  were  separated,  and  sat  down  in  the  first 
day  of  the  tenth  month  to  examine  tne  matter. 

17  And  they  made  an  end  with  all  the  men  that  had  taken  strange 
wives  by  the  m-st  day  of  the  first  month. 

18  T[  And  among  the  sons  of  the  priests  there  were  found  that  had 
taken  strange  wives :  namely ,  of  the  sons  of  Jeshua  the  son  of  Jozadak, 
and  his  brethren;  Maaseian,  and  EUezer,  and  Jarib,  and  Gedaliah. 

19  And  they  gave  their  hands  that  they  would  put  away  their 
wives;  and  being  guilty,  they  offered  a  ram  of  the  flock  for  their  trespass. 

20  And  of  the  sons  of  Immer;  Hanani,  and  Zebadiah. 

21  And  of  the  sons  of  Harim;  Maaseiah,  and  Elijah,  and  Shemaiah, 
and  Jehiel,  and  Uzziah. 

22  And  of  the  sons  of  Pashur;  Elioenai,  Maaseiah,  Ishmael, 
Nethaneel,  Jozabad,  and  Elasah. 

23  Also  of  the  Levites;  Jozabad,  and  Shimei,  and  Kelaiah,  (the 
same  is  Kelita,)  Pethahiah,  Judah,  and  Eliezer. 

24  Of  the  singers  also;  Eliashib:  and  of  the  porters;  Shallum,  and 
Telem,  and  Uri. 

25  Moreover  of  Israel:  of  the  sons  of  Parosh;  Ramiah,  and  Jeziah, 
and  Malchiah,  and  Miamin,  and  Eleazar,  and  Malchijah,  and 
Benaiah. 

26  And  of  the  sons  of  Elam;  Mattaniah,  Zechariah,  and  Jehiel, 
and  Abdi,  and  Jeremoth,  and  Eliah. 

27  And  of  the  sons  of  Zattu;  Elioenai,  Eliashib,  Mattaniah,  and 
Jeremoth,  and  Zabad,  and  Aziza. 

28  Of  the  sons  also  of  Bebai;  Jehohanan,  Hananiah,  Zabbai,  and 
Athlai. 

29  And  of  the  sons  of  Bani;  Meshullam,  Malluch,  and  Adaiah, 
Jashub,  and  Sheal,  and  Ramoth. 

30  And  of  the  sons  of  Pahath-moab;  Adna,  and  Chelal,  Benaiah, 
Maaseiah,  Mattaniah,  Bezaleel,  and  Binnui,  and  Manasseh. 

31  And  of  the  sons  of  Harim;  Eliezer,  Ishijah,  Malchiah,  Shem- 
aiah, Shimeon, 

32  Benjamin,  Malluch,  and  Shemariah. 

33  Of  the  sons  of  Hashum;  Mattenai,  Mattathah,  Zabad,  Eliphelet, 
Jeremai,  Manasseh,  and  Shimei. 

34  Of  the  sons  of  Bani ;  Maadai,  Amram,  and  Uel, 

35  Benaiah,  Bedeiah,  Chelluh, 

36  Vaniah,  Meremoth,  Eliashib, 

37  Mattaniah,  Mattenai,  and  Jaasau, 

38  And  Bani,  and  Binnui,  Shimei, 

39  And  Shelemiah,  and  Nathan,  and  Adaiah, 

40  Machnadebai,  Shashai,  Sharai, 

41  Azareel,  and  Shelemiah,  Shemariah, 
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**And  Elijah  brought  them  down  to  the  brook  Kishon^ 
and  dew  them  there,** — I.  Kings^  IS,  iO, 

IN  THOSE  grim  old  days,  there  was  little  mercy  for 
a  fallen  foe.     Nor  was  Elijah  a  man  of  mercy.    The 
fire  flaming  down  upon  his  sacrifice  turned  to  him,  for 
a  moment  at  least,  the  faith  of  all  Israd.    The  vast  throng 
of  onlookers  in  the  valley  fell  upon  their  faces,  crying  out* 
"The  Lord,  he  is  the  God;  the  Lord,  he  is  the  God.'* 

At  the  beginning  of  the  trial  Elijah  had  said  to  the  people. 
"How  long  halt  ye  between  two  opinions?  H  the  Lord 
be  God,  follow  him:  but  if  Baal,  follow  him.'*  Now  the 
victor  seized  the  moment  of  his  triumphant  ascendancy 
to  command  that  all  the  priests  of  Baal  should  be  seised 
and  slain.  He  was  obeyed ;  and  the  holocaust  that  followed 
must  have  matched  well  with  Jezebel's  eariier  murder  of 
the  prophets  of  God.  Four  hundred  and  fifty  priests 
of  Baal  were  cut  down  there  beneath  the  shadow  of  Mount 
Carmel,  upon  the  brink  of  "that  ancient  river"  Kishon. 
Apparently  there  also  perished  four  hundred  of  the  priests 
of  Ashtaroth,  Jezebel's  special  deity.  Thus  grimly  and 
suddenly  was  a  reformation,  though  but  a  temporary  one, 
established  throughout  Israel. 
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44  Shallum,  Amariah,  and  Joseph. 

43  Of  the  sons  of  Nebo;  Jeiel,  Mattithiah,  Zabad,  Zebina,  Jadau, 
and  Joel,  Benaiah. 

44  All  these  had  taken  strange  wives:  and  some  of  them  had  wives 
by  whom  they  had  children. 


3fntrobuctton  to  tte  iBook  of  ^liemta^ 

The  Book  of  Nehemiah  is  a  companion  book  to  Ezra,  and  indeed  formed  originally  one 
book  with  it.  The  chief  document  upon  which  it  is  based  must  have  been  from  the  hand 
of  Nehemiah  himself,  consisting,  as  it  does,  mainly  if  not  wholly  of  the  personal  memoirs 
of  Nehemiah,  another  historical  source  of  first  rank  which  the  chronicler  seems  to  have 
incorporated  complete  in  his  book. 

In  contents,  the  book  takes  up  the  story  of  Judea  perhaps  a  dozen  years  after  £zra*s 
reformation.  It  tells  of  the  partial  restoration  of  the  political  power  of  the  Jews,  the 
rebuilding  of  the  walls  of  Jerusalem,  which  made  the  city  once  more  a  mighty  fortress. 

This  important  project  was  undertaken  under  the  leadership  of  Nehemiah,  a  Hebrew 
who,  being  high  in  the  confidence  of  the  Persian  monarch,  Artaxerxes,  received  permission 
to  restore  Jerusalem.  To  this  purpose  Nehemiah  devoted  all  his  great  wealth,  his  energv, 
his  wisdom  and  his  courage.  The  work  being  accomplished,  Ezra  the  priest  and  Nehemiah 
the  governor  united  in  an  effort  to  establish  fully  and  forever  the  religious  faith  of  the  nation 
on  the  basis  of  the  priestly  law.  The  ancient  covenant  of  the  Israelites  with  God  was  re- 
newed witii  solemn  ceremony.  Then  Nehemiah  tells  of  the  backsliding  of  the  people,  which 
he  discovered  on  his  second  trip  to  Jerusalem  about  twelve  years  later,  and  of  his  stnigglea 
to  restrain  them.    The  book  closes  with  his  personal  prayer  to  Grod. 
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"BehM  there  ariseik  a  litUe  cloud  out  of  the  sea,  like 
a  man*s  hand.** — I.  Kings ,  18,  ^6. 

NOT  yeU  however,  was  Elijah's  full  purpose  aooom- 
plished.  Neither  the  fire  from  heaven  nor  the 
death  of  the  priests  brought  any  relief  to  Israel 
from  the  parching  drought.  The  prophet  had  promised 
that  rain  should  come;  and,  still  upheld  by  his  high  con- 
fidence, he  justified  all  his  deeds  to  King  Ahab,  assiuing 
that  bewildered  and  astounded  monarch  that  rain  was  at 
hand.  "So  Ahab  went  up  to  eat  and  to  drink.  And 
Elijah  went  up  to  the  top  of  Carmel:  and  he  cast  himself 
down  upon  the  earth,  and  put  his  face  between  his  knees.' 
Earnestly  he  prayed  once  more.  Rain,  he  knew,  must 
come  from  the  sea  which  lay  behind  Mount  Carmel.  So 
he  sent  his  servant  to  see  if  it  were  come.  '*And  he  went 
up,  and  looked,  and  said,  There  is  nothing.*' 

Seven  times,  with  imdiminished  faith,  did  Elijah  send 
the  man  to  look,  and  at  last  a  little  cloud  small  as  a  man's 
hand  appeared  on  the  horizon.  It  was  enough.  Elijah 
sure  of  what  would  follow,  sent  to  the  king  in  triumph. 
*'Gro  up,  say  unto  Ahab,  Prepare  thy  chariot*  and  get 
thee  down,  that  the  rain  stop  thee  not." 
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THE  BOOK  OF 

Ctiajpter  I 

1  NAtmlah,  undcrifantt&v  bV  Banani  Ou  mitery  o;  Jenitaltm,  mountth.  SatMh.  and  praveOi.    B  Hii  pravtr. 

HE  words  of  Nehemiah  the  son  of  Hacha- 
liah.  And  it  came  to  pass  in  the  month 
Chisleu,  in  the  twentieth  year,  as  I  was 
in  Shushan  the  palace, 

2  That  Hanani,  one  of  my  brethren, 
came,  he  and  certain  men  of  Judah;  and 
I  asked  them  concerning  the  Jews  that 
had  escaped,  which  were  left  of  the  cap- 
tivity, and  concerning  Jerusalem. 

3  And  they  said  unto  me,  The  remnant 
that  are  left  of  the  captivity  there  in  the 

province  are  in  great  affliction  and  reproach;  the  wall  of  Jerusalem 
also  ia  broken  down,  and  the  gates  thereof  are  burned  with  fire. 

4  H  And  it  came  to  pass,  when  I  heard  these  words,  that  I  sat 
down  and  wept,  and  mourned  certain  days,  and  fasted,  and  prayed 
before  the  God  of  heaven, 

5  And  said,  I  beseech  thee,  O  Lord  God  of  heaven,  the  great  and 
terrible  God,  that  keepeth  covenant  and  mercy  for  them  that  love 
him  and  observe  his  commandments: 

6  Let  thine  ear  now  be  attentive,  and  thine  eyes  open,  that  thou 
mayest  hear  the  prayer  of  thy  servant,  which  I  pray  before  thee  now, 
day  and  night,  for  the  chilclren  of  Israel  thy  servants,  and  confess 
the  sins  of  the  children  of  Israel,  which  we  have  sinned  against  thee: 
both  I  and  my  father's  house  have  sinned. 

7  We  hare  dealt  very  corruptly  against  thee,  and  have  not  kept 
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the  commandments,  nor  the  statutes,  nor  the  judgments,  which  thou 
commandedst  thy  servant  Moses. 

8  Remember,  I  beseech  thee,  the  word  that  thou  commandedst 
thy  servant  Moses,  saying,  Ij  ye  transgress,  I  will  scatter  you  abroad 
among  the  nations: 

9  But  i/*  ye  turn  unto  me,  and  keep  my  commandments,  and  do 
them;  though  there  were  of  you  cast  out  unto  the  uttermost  part  of 
the  heaven,  yei  will  I  gather  them  from  thence,  and  will  bring  them 
unto  the  place  that  I  have  chosen  to  set  my  name  there. 

10  Now  these  are  thy  servants  and  thy  people,  whom  thou  hast 
redeemed  by  thy  great  power,  and  by  thy  strong  hand. 

11  O  Lord,  I  oeseech  thee,  let  now  thine  ear  be  attentive  to  the 
prayer  of  thy  servant,  and  to  the  prayer  of  thy  servants,  who  desire 
to  fear  thy  name:  and  prosper,  I  pray  thee,  thy  servant  this  day,  and 
grant  him  mercy  in  the  sight  oi  this  man.  For  I  was  the  "king's 
cupbearer. 

Chapter  2 

1  Artaxerre»  underiUmding  the  eatue  of  N^emiah'M  tadnuB  tmddh  him  wUh  UUen,  and  cammduUm  U>  /«r»- 
§alem.  9  Nthemiah,  to  the  grief  of  the  enemiee,  cometh  to  Jentealem.  12  He  vieveth  mcrtUy  Ou  mtiu  ef  the  tMib. 
17  He  inciidh  the  Jewe  to  mtUdin  deepite  of  the  enemiee, 

ND  it  came  to  pass  in  the  month  Nisan,  in  the  twentieth  year 
of  Artaxerxes  the  king,  that  wine  was  before  him:  and  I  took 
up  the  wine,  and  gave  it  unto  the  king.     Now  I  had  not  been 
beforetime  sad  in  his  presence. 

2  Wherefore  the  king  said  unto  me.  Why  is  thy  countenance  sad, 
seeing  thou  art  not  sick?  this  is  nothing  else  but  sorrow  of  heart. 
Then  I  was  very  sore  afraid, 

3  And  said  unto  the  king.  Let  the  king  live  for  ever:  why  should 
not  my  countenance  be  sad,  when  the  city,  the  place  of  my  fathers' 
sepulchres,  lieth  waste,  and  the  gates  thereof  are  consumed  with 
fire? 

4  Then  the  king  said  unto  me.  For  what  dost  thou  make  request  ? 
So  I  prayed  to  the  God  of  heaven. 

5  And  I  said  unto  the  king.  If  it  please  the  king,  and  if  thy  servant 
have  found  favour  in  thy  sight,  that  thou  wouTdest  send  me  unto 
Judah,  unto  the  city  of  my  fathers'  sepulchres,  that  I  may  build  it. 

6  And  the  king  said  unto  me,  (the  queen  also  sitting  by  him,) 
For  how  long  shall  thy  journey  be?  and  when  wilt  thou  return? 
So  it  pleased  the  king  to  send  me;  and  I  set  him  a  time. 

7  Moreover  I  said  unto  the  king.  If  it  please  the  king,  let  letters 
be  given  me  to  the  governors  beyond  the  nver,  that  they  may  convey 
me  over  till  I  come  into  Judah; 

8  And  a  letter  unto  Asaph  the  keeper  of  the  king's  forest,  that  he 
may  give  me  timber  to  make  beams  for  the  gates  of  the  palace  which 
appeHained  to  the  house,  and  for  the  wall  of  tne  city,  and  lor  the  house 
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*\'ind  the  hand  oftlie  Lord  was  on  Elijah;  and  he  girded 
up  his  loins y  and  ran  before  Ahab  to  the  entrance  ofJezreeL* 
— L  Kings,  18,  J^G. 

THEN  came  the  rain  indeed,  *' black  with  clouds  and 
wind/'  Elijah's  triumph  was  complete;  and 
Israel  was  saved  from  famine.  One  final  scene, 
which  has  been  much  discussed,  completes  this  greatest 
day  of  the  great  prophet's  life.  As  Ahab  urged  his  horses 
fiercely  back  to  his  city  and  palace  of  Jezred,  dnTing 
ahead  of  the  tremendous  storm,  Elijah  gathered  up  his 
garments  and.  ran  before  the  horses  all  the  way  to  Jexreel, 
like  a  courier.  Yet  he  stopped  at  the  city  gate,  and  went 
no  farther  with  the  king.  Just  what  this  numing  meant, 
we  do  not  know.  Perhaps  it  was  a  token  of  humility. 
Elijah  had  triumphed  over  Ahab  with  a  great  triumph. 
Now  to  assure  the  king  of  his  submission  in  all  rightful 
things,  he  acts  as  servant  to  him. 

That  the  prophet  stopped  at  the  gate  was,  humanly 
speaking,  well  for  him.  When  Queen  Jezebel  learned 
from  her  enraged  and  insulted  husband  that  all  her  priests 
were  slaughtered,  she  was  nowise  minded  to  bow  her 
head,  as  he  had  done.  She  sent  a  message  to  Elijah 
vowing  that  before  one  day  passed,  she  would  have  his 
life  in  revenge  for  those  whom  he  had  slain. 
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that  I  shall  enter  into.     And  the  king  granted  me,  according  to  the 
good  hand  of  my  God  upon  me. 

9  ^  Then  I  came  to  the  governors  beyond  the  river,  and  gave  them 
the  king's  letters.  Now  the  king  had  sent  captains  of  the  army  and 
horsemen  with  me. 

10  When  Sanballat  the  Horonite,  and  Tobiah  the  servant,  the 
Ammonite,  heard  of  iU  it  grieved  them  exceedingly  that  there  was 
come  a  man  to  seek  the  w^elfare  of  the  children  of  Israel. 

11  So  I  came  to  Jerusalem,  and  was  there  three  days. 

12  ^  And  I  arose  in  the  night,  I  and  some  few  men  with  me; 
neither  told  I  any  man  what  my  God  had  put  in  my  heart  to  do  at 
Jerusalem:  neither  was  there  any  beast  with  me,  save  the  beast  that 
I  rode  upon. 

13  And  I  went  out  by  night  by  the  gate  of  the  valley,  even  before  the 
dragon  well,  and  to  the  dung  port,  and  viewed  the  walls  of  Jerusalem, 
which  were  broken  down,  and  the  gates  thereof  were  consumed  w4th  fire. 

14  Then  I  went  on  to  the  gate  of  the  fountain,  and  to  the  king's 
pool :  but  there  was  no  place  for  the  beast  that  was  under  me  to  pass. 

15  Then  went  I  up  in  the  night  by  the  brook,  and  viewed  the  wall, 
and  turned  back,  ana  entered  by  the  gate  of  the  valley,  and  so  returned. 

16  And  the  rulers  knew  not  whitner  I  went,  or  what  I  did;  neither 
had  I  as  yet  told  it  to  the  Jews,  nor  to  the  priests,  nor  to  the  nobles, 
nor  to  the  rulers,  nor  to  the  rest  that  did  the  work. 

17  ^  Then  said  I  unto  them.  Ye  see  the  distress  that  we  are  in,  how 
Jerusalem  lieth  waste,  and  the  gates  thereof  are  burned  with  fire :  come, 
let  us  build  up  the  wall  of  Jerusalem,  that  we  be  no  more  a  reproach. 

18  Then  I  told  them  of  the  hand  of  my  God  which  was  good  upon 
me;  as  also  the  king's  words  that  he  had  spoken  unto  me.  And  tney 
said.  Let  us  rise  up  and  build.  So  they  strengthened  their  hands  for 
this  good  work. 

19  But  when  Sanballat  tlie  Horonite,  and  Tobiah  the  servant,  the 
Ammonite,  and  Geshem  the  Arabian,  heard  it,  they  laughed  us  to 
scorn,  and  despised  us,  and  said,  What  is  this  thing  that  ye  do  ?  will 
ye  rebel  against  the  king.? 

20  Then  answered  I  them,  and  said  unto  them,  The  God  of  heaven, 
he  will  prosper  us;  therefore  we  his  servants  will  arise  and  build:  but 
ye  have  no  portion,  nor  right,  nor  memorial,  in  Jerusalem. 

Chapter  3 

The  nameM  and  order  of  them  thai  builded  the  toall. 

IHEN  Eliashib  the  high  priest  rose  up  with  his  brethren  the 


priests,  and  they  builded  the  sheepgate;  they  sanctified  it, 
and  set  up  the  doors  of  it;  even  unto  the  tower  of  Meah  they 
sanctified  it,  unto  the  tower  of  Hananeel. 
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2  And  next  unto  him  builded  the  men  of  Jericho.  And  nest  to 
them  builded  Zaccur  the  son  of  Imri. 

3  But  the  fish  gate  did  the  sons  of  Hassenaah  build,  who  aUo  laid 
the  beams  thereof,  and  set  up  the  doors  thereof,  the  locks  thereof,  and 
the  bars  thereof. 

4  And  next  unto  them  repaired  Meremoth  the  son  of  Urijah,  the 
son  of  Koz.  And  next  unto  them  repaired  ]Meshuliam  the  son  of 
Berechiah,  the  son  of  Meshezabeel.  And  next  unto  them  repaired 
Zadok  the  son  of  Baana. 

5  And  next  unto  them  the  Tekoites  repaired;  but  their  nobles  put 
not  their  necks  to  the  work  of  their  Lord. 

6  Moreover  the  old  gate  repaired  Jehoiada  the  son  of  Paseah,  and 
Meshullam  the  son  of  Besodeiah;  they  laid  the  beams  thereof, 
and  set  up  the  doors  thereof,  and  the  locks  thereof,  and  the  bars 
thereof. 

7  x\nd  next  unto  them  repaired  ]Melatiah  the  Gibeonite,  and 
Jadon  the  Meronothite,  the  men  of  Gibeon,  and  of  jNIizpah,  unto  the 
throne  of  the  governor  on  this  side  the  river. 

8  Next  unto  him  repaired  Uzziel  the  son  of  liarhaiah,  of  the  gold- 
smiths. Next  unto  him  also  repaired  Hananiah  the  son  of  one  of 
the  apothecaries,  and  they  fortified  Jerusalem  unto  the  broad 
wall. 

9  And  next  unto  them  repaired  Rephaiah  the  son  of  Hur,  the  ruler 
of  the  half  part  of  Jerusalem. 

10  And  next  unto  them  repaired  Jedaiah  the  son  of  Harumaph, 
even  over  against  his  house.  And  next  unto  him  repaired  Hattush 
the  son  of  Hashabniah. 

11  Malchijah  the  son  of  Harim,  and  Hashub  the  son  of  Pahath- 
moab,  repaired  the  other  piece,  and  the  tower  of  the  furnaces. 

12  And  next  unto  him  repaired  Shallum  the  son  of  Halohesh,  the 
ruler  of  the  half  part  of  Jerusalem,  he  and  his  daughters. 

13  The  valley  gate  repaired  Hanun,  and  the  inhabitants  of  Zanoah; 
they  built  it,  and  set  up  the  doors  thereof,  the  locks  thereof,  and 
the  bars  thereof,  and  a  thousand  cubits  on  the  wall  unto  the  dung 
gate. 

14  But  the  dung  gate  repaired  Malchiah  the  son  of  Rechab,  the 
ruler  of  part  of  Beth-haccerem;  he  built  it,  and  set  up  the  doors  thereof, 
the  locks  thereof,  and  the  bars  thereof. 

15  But  the  gate  of  the  fountain  repaired  Shallun  the  son  of  Col- 
hozeh,  the  ruler  of  part  of  Mizpah;  he  built  it,  and  covered  it,  and 
set  up  the  doors  thereof,  the  Iocks  thereof,  and  the  bars  thereof,  and 
the  wall  of  the  pool  of  Siloah  by  the  king's  garden,  and  unto  the  stairs 
that  go  down  from  the  city  of  David. 

16  After  him  repaired  'Nehemiah  the  son  of  Azbuk,  the  ruler  of 
the  half  part  of  Beth-zur,  unto  the  place  over  against  the  sepulchres 
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^And  €t8  he  lay  and  dept  under  a  juniper  iree^  behold^ 
then  an  angel  touched  him.^' — I,  Kings,  19,  5. 

THERE  has  been  much  dffort  to  justify  Elijah  for 
the  slaughter  of  the  priests  of  Baal.  The  Bible 
makes  no  such  attempt  It  states  the  fact,  and 
then  goes  on  to  state  the  utter  misery  into  which  the 
prophet  immediately  fell.  He  was  terrified  apparently 
by  Jezebel's  threat;  all  his  proud  confidence  deserted  him. 
Instead  of  relying,  as  he  had  a  thousand  times  before,  on 
God's  protection,  he  fled  away,  he  '*  arose,  and  went  for 
his  life." 

Far  southward  he  fled  across  all  the  land  of  Judah,  nor 
paused  until  he  came  to  the  deserts  beyond  it,  the  wilder- 
ness wherein  the  ancient  Israelites  had  wandered  forty 
years.  Here,  a  day's  journey  out  into  the  waste,  he 
stopped  at  last,  stopped  from  utter  exhaustion.  Casting 
himself  down  beneath  a  juniper  tree,  he  prayed  for  death, 
he  who  had  fled  from  death  so  far!  "It  is  enough,"  he 
cried  in  despair,  and  perhaps  also  in  rising  shame  "now, 
O  Lord,  take  away  my  life;  for  I  am  not  better  than  my 
fathers."  Then  God  in  mercy  sent  an  angel  to  the 
prophet  to  preserve  him  and  give  him  food  and  drink. 
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of  David,  and  to  the  pool  that  was  made,  and  unto  the  house  of  the 
mighty. 

17  After  him  repaired  the  Levites,  Rehum  the  son  of  Bani.  Next 
unto  him  repaired  Hashabiah,  the  ruler  of  the  half  part  of  Keilah, 
in  his  part. 

18  After  him  repaired  their  brethren,  Bavai  the  son  of  Henadad^ ' 
the  ruler  of  the  half  part  of  Keilah. 

19  And  next  to  him  repaired  Ezer  the  son  of  Jeshua,  the  ruler  of 
Mizpah,  another  piece  over  against  the  going  up  to  the  armoury  at 
the  turning  oj  the  wall. 

20  After  him  Baruch  the  son  of  Zabbai  earnestly  repaired  the 
other  piece,  from  the  turning  of  the  wall  unto  the  door  of  the  house  of 
Eliashib  the  high  priest. 

21  After  him  repaired  Meremoth  the  son  of  Urijah,  the  son  of  Koz, 
another  piece,  from  the  door  of  the  house  of  Eliashib  even  to  the  end 
of  the  house  of  Eliashib. 

22  And  after  him  repaired  the  priests,  the  men  of  the  plain. 

23  After  him  repaired  Benjamin  and  Hashub  over  against  their 
house.  After  him  repaired  Azariah  the  son  of  Maaseiah  the  son  of 
Ananiah  by  his  house. 

24  After  him  repaired  Binnui  the  son  of  Henadad  another  piece, 
from  the  house  of  Azariah  unto  the  turning  of  the  wally  even  unto  the 
corner. 

25  Falal  the  son  of  Uzai,  over  against  the  turning  of  the  wall,  and 
the  tower  which  lieth  out  from  the  king's  high  house,  that  was  by 
the  court  of  the  prison.     After  him  Pedaiah  the  son  of  Parosh. 

26  Moreover  the  Nethinims  dwelt  in  Ophel,  unto  the  place  over 
against  the  water  gate  toward  the  east,  and  the  tower  that  lieth 
out. 

27  After  them  the  Tekoites  repaired  another  piece,  over  against 
the  great  tower  that  lieth  out,  even  unto  the  w^all  of  Ophel. 

28  From  above  the  horse  gate  repaired  the  priests,  every  one  over 
against  his  house. 

29  After  them  repaired  Zadok  the  son  of  Immer  over  against  his 
house.  After  him  repaired  also  Shemaiah  the  son  of  Shechaniah,, 
the  keeper  of  the  east  gate. 

30  After  him  repaired  Hananiah  the  son  of  Shelemiah,  and  Hanun 
the  sixth  son  of  Zalaph,  another  piece.  After  him  repaired  Meshul- 
1am  the  son  of  Berecniah  over  against  his  chamber. 

31  After  him  repaired  Malchiah  the  goldsmith's  son  unto  the  place 
of  the  Nethinims,  and  of  the  merchants,  over  against  the  gate  Miph- 
kad,  and.  to  the  going  up  of  the  corner. 

32  And  between  the  going  up  of  the  corner  unto  the  sheepgate 
repaired  the  goldsmiths  and  the  merchants. 
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Ciiopter  4 

1  WhUe  ike  enemiei  $eoff,  Ndiemiah  pnyHh  and  continueOi  the  toork.    7  Underdanding  ike  wraft  attd  menl$ 
of  the  enemy,  he  aetteih  a  watch.     13  He  armeth  the  labourere,  19  and  giveth  military  precepU. 

|UT  it  came  to  pass,  that  when  Sanballat  heard  that  we  builded 
the  wall,  he  was  wroth,  and  took  great  indignation,  and 
mocked  the  Jews. 
i  And  he  spake  before  his  brethren  and  the  army  of  Samaria, 
and  said.  What  do  these  feeble  Jews  ?  will  they  fortify  themselves  ? 
will  they  sacrifice  ?  will  they  make  an  end  in  a  day  ?  will  they  revive 
the  stones  out  of  the  heaps  of  the  rubbish  w^hich  are  burned? 

3  Now  Tobiah  the  Ammonite  was  by  him,  and  he  said.  Even  that 
which  they  build,  if  a  fox  go  up,  he  shall  even  break  down  their  stone 
^vall. 

4  Hear,  O  our  God;  for  w^e  are  despised:  and  turn  their  reproach 
upon  their  own  head,  and  give  them  for  a  prey  in  the  land  of  cap- 
tivity: 

5  And  cover  not  their  iniauity,  and  let  not  their  sin  be  blotted  out 
from  before  thee:  for  they  nave  provoked  thee  to  anger  before  the 
builders. 

6  So  built  we  the  wall;  and  all  the  wall  was  joined  together  unto  the 
half  thereof:^  for  the  people  had  a  mind  to  work. 

7  ^  But  it  came  to  pass,  that  when  Sanballat,  and  Tobiah,  and  the 
Arabians,  and  the  Ammonites,  and  the  Ashdodites,  heard  that  the 
w^alls  of  Jerusalem  were  made  up,  and  that  the  breaches  began  to  be 
stopped,  then  they  were  very  wroth, 

8  And  conspired  all  of  them  together  to  come  and  to  fight  against 
Jerusalem,  and  to  hinder  it. 

9  Nevertheless  we  made  our  prayer  unto  our  God,  and  set  a  watch 
against  them  day  and  night,  because  of  them. 

10  And  Judah  said,  The  strength  of  the  bearers  of  burdens  is 
decayed,  and  th^re  is  much  rubbish;  so  that  we  are  not  able  to  build 
the  wall. 

11  And  our  adversaries  said.  They  shall  not  know,  neither  see, 
till  we  come  in  the  midst  among  them,  and  slay  them,  and  cause  the 
work  to  cease. 

12  And  it  came  to  pass,  that  when  the  Jews  which  dwelt  by  them 
came,  they  said  unto  us  ten  times,  From  all  places  whence  ye  shall 
return  unto  us  they  will  be  upon  you.^ 

13  %  Therefore  set  I  in  the  lower  places  behind  the  wall,  and  on 
the  higher  places,  I  even  set  the  people  after  their  families  with  their 
swords,  their  spears,  and  their  bows. 

14  And  I  looked,  and  rose  up,  and  said  unto  the  nobles,  and  to 
the  rulers,  and  to  the  rest  of  the  people.  Be  not  ye  afraid  of  them: 

»The  Revised  Version  says  "unlb  half  the  helsrht  thereof."  This  passage  is  not  dear.  The  ReyisfKl 
Version  translates  it  that  they  said  from  all  places.  "  Ye  must  return  unto  us."  Evidently  the  words  are  soma 
Jorm  of  warning. 


^t)e  ^n^tVi  Commanti 


"And  theangel  of  the  Lord  hum  again  Oie  xcond  time, 
and  touched  him,  and  »aid.  Ante  and  cat;  because  tht 
journei/  ia  too  great  for  thee." — /.  Kings,  19,  7. 

WHEN  first  the  angel  aune  to  ElJjnh  in  the  wilder- 
ness, the  prophet  was  too  exhausted  with  his  long 
flight  to  do  au^t  but  eat  and  sleep  again. 
His  human  strength  had  completely  failed  hitn.  Then 
the  angel  came  a  second  time,  and  again  called  the  prophet 
to  refresh  himself  with  food;  and  this  time  the  weary  man 
was  bidden  to  arise  and  proceed  upon  a  yet  longer  journey. 
God  meant  to  teach  His  n-ild  and  savage  seri'ant  some- 
thing deeper  of  His  divinity,  of  His  purpose,  and  of  His 
power  over  man. 

So  Elijah  arose:  and  such  was  the  divine  inspiration 
given  him  by  the  angetic  sustenance  he  had  received,  that 
he  continued  t»\'elling  for  forty  days  and  forty  nights 
"in  die  strength  of  that  meat."  By  devioos,  wandering 
routes  he  advanced  through  the  desert,  the  same  des^t 
wherein  the  Israelites  of  <rid  bad  wandered  forty  years. 
Then,  his  briefer  period  of  penitence  being  finished,  he 
found  himself  at  the  foot  of  Mount  Horeb,  that  same 
"mount  of  God"  whereon  Moses  had  been  called.  Elijah 
also  was  to  have  his  revelatioQ  there. 


^ 
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remember  the  Lord,  which  is  great  and  terrible,  and  fight  for  your 
brethren,  your  sons,  and  your  daughters,  your  wives,  and  your  houses. 

15  And  it  came  to  pass,  when  our  enemies  heard  that  it  was  known 
unto  us,  and  God  had  brought  their  counsel  to  nought,  that  we  re- 
turned all  of  us  to  the  wall,  every  one  unto  his  work. 

16  And  it  came  to  pass  from  that  time  forth,  thai  the  half  of  my 
servants  wrought  in  the  work,  and  the  other  half  held  both  the  spears, 
the  shields,  and  the  bows,  and  the  habergeons;  and  the  rulers  were 
behind  all  the  house  of  Judah. 

17  They  which  builded  on  the  wall,  and  they  that  bare  burdens, 
with  those  that  laded,  every  one  with  one  of  his  hands  wrought  in  the 
work,  and  with  the  other  hand  held  a  weapon. 

18  For  the  builders,  every  one  had  his  sword  girded  by  his  side, 
and  so  builded.     And  he  that  sounded  the  trumpet  was  by  me. 

19  ^  And  I  said  unto  the  nobles,  and  to  the  rulers,  and  to  the  rest 
of  the  people.  The  work  is  great  and  large,  and  we  are  separated 
upon  the  wall,  one  far  from  another. 

20  In  what  place  therefore  ye  hear  the  sound  of  the  trumpet,  resort 
ye  thither  unto  us:  our  God  shall  fight  for  us. 

21  So  we  laboured  in  the  work:  and  half  of  them  held  the  spears 
from  the  rising  of  the  morning  till  the  stars  appeared. 

22  Likewise  at  the  same  time  said  I  unto  the  people,  Let  every 
one  with  his  servant  lodge  within  Jerusalem,  that  in  the  night  they 
may  be  a  guard  to  us,  and  labour  on  the  day. 

23  So  neither  I,  nor  my  brethren,  nor  my  servants,  nor  the  men 
of  the  guard  which  followed  me,  none  of  us  put  off  our  clothes,  saving 
that  every  one  put  them  off  for  washing.^ 

Chapter  5 

I  The  Jews  complain  of  their  debt,  mortgage,  and  bondage.     6  Xehemiah  rebuketh  the  usurers,  and  eauseth  them 
to  make  a  covenant  of  re^itution.     14  He  forheareth  hU  own  allowance,  and  keepeth  hospiUUUy. 

ND  there  was  a  great  cry  of  the  people  and  of  their  wives 
against  their  brethren  the  Jews.' 

2  For  there  were  that  said,  We,  our  sons,  and  our  daughters, 

are  many:  therefore  we  take  up  corn  for  them^  that  we  may  eat  and  live. 

3  Some  also  there  were  that  said,  We  have  mortgaged  our  lands, 
vineyards,  and  houses,  that  we  might  buy  corn  because  of  the  dearth. 

4  There  were  also  that  said,  We  have  borrowed  money  for  the 
king's  tribute,  and  that  upon  om*  lands  and  vineyards. 

5  Yet  now  our  flesh  is  as  the  flesh  of  our  brethren,  our  children 
as  their  children:  and  lo,  we  bring  into  bondage  our  sons  and  our 
daughters  to  be  servants,  and  some  of  our  daughters  are  brought 
unto  bondage  already:  neither  is  it  in  our  power  to  redeem  them;  tor 
other  men  have  our  lands  and  vineyards. 

iTbe  last  clause  is  obscure,  though  the  meaning  appears  to  be  that  they  had  their  weapons  always  with 
them  in  order  to  be  rc^dy  to  ward  off  an  attack.  The  people  are  the  poor  Jews  who  complain  of  their  richer 
brethren. 
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6  %  And  I  was  very  anffry  when  I  heard  their  cry  and  these  words. 

7  Then  I  consulted  with  myself,  and  I  rebuked  the  nobles,  and  the 
rulers,  and  said  unto  them.  Ye  exact  usury,  every  one  of  his  brother. 
And  I  set  a  great  assembly  against  them. 

8  And  I  said  unto  them.  We  after  our  ability  have  redeemed  our 
brethren  the  Jews,  which  were  sold  unto  the  heathen;  and  will  ye 
even  sell  your  brethren  ?  or  shall  they  be  sold  unto  us  ?  Then  held 
they  their  peace,  and  found  nothing  to  answer. 

9  Also  1  said.  It  is  not  good  that  ye  do :  ought  ye  not  to  walk  in  the 
fear  of  our  God  because  of  the  reproach  of  the  heathen  our  enemies  ? 

10  I  likewise,  and  my  brethren,  and  my  servants,  might  exact  of 
them  money  and  com:^  I  pray  you,  let  us  leave  off  this  usury. 

11  Restore,  I  pray  you,  to  them,  even  this  day,  their  lands,  their 
vineyards,  their  olive  yards,  and  their  houses,  also  the  hundredth 
part  of  the  money,  and  of  the  corn,  the  wine,  and  the  oil,  that  ye 
exact  of  them. 

li  Then  said  they.  We  will  restore  them^  and  will  require  nothing 
of  them;  so  will  we  do  as  thou  sayest.  Then  I  called  the  priests,  ana 
took  an  oath  of  them,  that  they  should  do  according  to  this  promise. 

13  Also  I  shook  my  lap,  and  said,  &o  God  shake  out  every  man 
from  his  house,  and  from  nis  labour,  that  performeth  not  this  promise, 
even  thus  be  he  shaken  out,  and  emptied.  And  all  the  congregation 
said,  Amen,  and  praised  the  Lord.  And  the  jpeople  did  according 
to  this  promise. 

14  ^Moreover  from  the  time  that  I  was  appointed  to  be  their 
governor  in  the  land  of  Judah,  from  the  twentieth  year  even  unto  the 
two  and  thirtieth  year  of  Artaxerxes  the  king,  that  w,  twelve  years,  I 
and  my  brethren  have  not  eaten  the  bread  of  the  governor. 

15  But  the  former  governors  that  had  been  before  me  were  charge- 
able unto  the  people,  and  had  taken  of  them  bread  and  wine,  beside 
forty  shekels  of  silver;  yea,  even  their  servants  bare  rule  over  the 
people:  but  so  did  not  I,  because  of  the  fear  of  God. 

16  Yea,  also  I  continued  in  the  work  of  this  wall,  neither  bought 
we  any  land:  and  all  my  servants  were  gathered  thither  unto  the 
work. 

17  Moreover  there  were  at  my  table  an  hundred  and  fifty  of  the 
Jews  and  rulers,  beside  those  that  came  unto  us  from  among  the 
heathen  that  are  about  us. 

18  Now  that  which  was  prepared /or  me  daily  was  one  ox  and  six 
choice  sheep ;  also  fowls  were  prepared  for  me,  and  once  in  ten  days 
store  of  all  sorts  of  wine:  yet  for  all  this  required *not  I  the  bread  of 
the  governor,  because  the  bondage  was  heavy  upon  this  people. 

19  Think  upon  me,  my  God,  for  good,  according  to  all  that  I  have 
done  for  this  people. 

>The  Revised  Vexsioa  reads  "do  lend  them  money  and  corn  on  usury." 


FROM  THE  BIBLICAL  SERIES  BT  JULIUB  BCBNORR. 

* 

"  What  doesi  ihou  liere,  Elijahr—I.  Kings,  19,  IS. 

JUST  what  the  meaning  was,  of  all  Elijah  saw  upon 
Mount  Horeb,  the  Bible  does  not  tell  us;  it  merely 
states  what  occurred.  Yet,  if  we  remember  Elijah's 
own  \*iolent  appeal  to  physical  force  and  his  flight  at  the 
mere  tlu^at  of  hanng  that  force  employed  against  him, 
the  meaning  may  not  be  difficult  to  gather.  The  prophet 
was  bidden  *'Go  forth,  and  stand  upon  tfie  mount,  before 
the  Ix)rd."  Then  "a  great  and  strong  wind  rent  the 
mountains,  and  brake  in  pieces  the  rocks  before  the 
I^ord;  but  the  Lord  was  not  in  the  wind:  and  after  the 
wind  an  earthquake;  but  the  Lord  was  not  in  the  earth- 
quake: 

"And  after  the  earthquake  a  fire;  but  the  Lord  was 
not  in  the  fire;  and  after  the  fire  a  still  small  voice." 

In  that  voice  God  spake.  He  rules  His  world  ,no{  by 
force  and  \'iolence;  but  bv  the  secret  voice  within  each 
heart.  Both  before  and  after  the  great  outburst  of  \vdnd 
and  fire,  the  voice  demanded  of  Elijah  why  he  had  fied. 
He  sought  to  justify  himself,  declaring  that  he  was  the 
only  follower  of  God  who  remained  alive  in  Israel.  God 
answered  him  that  seven  thousand  should  be  found  there 
faithful  and  worthy.  Then  Elijah  was  bidden  summon 
against  Israel  all  the  multitudes  of  enemies  who  surrounded 
her;  vet  he  wa$  assured  that  bv  these  seven  thousand 
faithful  should  the  land  be  saved. 


v-42 


1  SanbaUat 
the  terror 
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Chapter  6 

at  praetUetk  by  craft,  by  nunourB.  by  hired  prophecies,  to  terrify  Nehemiah.     15  TJiework  is  finUhedt^ 
at  the  enenUea.    17  The  eecret  intelligence  pasaeth  between  the  enemies  and  the  noblee  of  Judah. 

OW  it  came  to  pass,  when  SanbaUat,  and  Tobiah,  and  Geshem 
the  Arabian,  and  the  rest  of  our  enemies,  heard  that  I  had 
builded  the  wall,  and  thai  there  was  no  breach  left  therein; 
(though  at  that  time  I  had  not  set  up  the  doors  upon  the  gates ;) 

2  That  SanbaUat  and  Geshem  sent  unto  me,  saving,  Come,  let  us 
meet  together  in  some  one  of  the  villages  in  the  plain  of  Ono.  But 
they  thought  to  do  me  mischief. 

3  And  i  sent  messengers  unto  them,  saying,  I  am  doing  a  great 
work,  so  that  I  cannot  come  down:  why  should  the  work  cease,  whilst 
I  leave  it,  and  come  down  to  you  ? 

4  Yet  thev  sent  unto  me  four  times  after  this  sort;  and  I  answered 
them  after  tte  same  manner. 

5  Then  sent  SanbaUat  his  servant  unto  me  in  like  manner  the  fifth 
time,  with  an  open  letter  in  his  hand ; 

6  Wherein  wa^  written,  It  is  reported  among  the  heathen,*  and 
Gashmu  saith  it^  that  thou  and  the  Jews  think  to  rebel:  for  which 
cause  thou  buildest  the  wall,  that  thou  may  est  be  their  king,  according 
to  these  words. 

7  And  thou  hast  also  appointed  prophets  to  preach  to  thee  at  Jeru- 
salem, saying.  There  is  a  king  in  Judan:  and  now  shall  it  be  reported 
to  the  king  according  to  these  words.  Come  now  therefore,  and  let 
us  take  counsel  together. 

8  Then  I  sent  unto  him,  saying.  There  are  no  such  things  done  as 
thou  sayest,  but  thou  feignest  them  out  of  thine  ow^n  heart. 

9  For  they  all  made  us  afraid,  saying.  Their  hands  shall  be  weak- 
ened from  the  work,  that  it  be  not  done.  Now  therefore,  0  Gody 
strengthen  my  hands. 

10  Afterward  I  came  unto  the  house  of  Shemaiah  the  son  of  Delaiah 
the  son  of  Mehetabeel,  who  ivas  shut  up;  and  he  said.  Let  us  meet 
together  in  the  house  of  God,  within  the  temple,  and  let  us  shut  the 
doors  of  the  temple:  for  they  will  come  to  slay  thee;  yea,  in  the  night 
will  they  come  to  slay  thee. 

11  And  I  said.  Should  such  a  man  as  I  flee  ?  and  who  is  there^  that, 
being  as  I  am,  would  go  into  the  temple  to  save  his  life  ?  I  will  not 
go  in. 

12  And,  lo,  I  perceived  that  God  had  not  sent  him;  but  that  he 

Eronounced  this  prophecy  against  me:  for  Tobiah  and  SanbaUat  had 
ired  him. 

13  Therefore  was  he  hired,  that  I  should  be  afraid,  and  do  so,  and 
sin,  and  thai  they  might  have  matter  for  an  evil  report,  that  they 
might  reproach  me. 


'The  Revised  Version  changes  "heathen"  to  "nation. 


>» 
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14  My  God,  think  thou  upon  Tobiah  and  Sanballat  according  to 
these  their  works,  and  on  the  prophetess  Noadiah,  and  the  rest  of 
the  prophets,  that  would  have  put  me  in  fear. 

15  Tf  So  the  wall  was  finished  in  the  twenty  and  fifth  day  of  the 
month  Elul,  in  fifty  and  two  days. 

16  And  it  came  to  pass,  that  when  all  our  enemies  heard  thereof, 
and  all  the  heathen  tnat  were  about  us  saw  these  ihinaSy  they  were 
much  cast  down  in  their  own  eyes :  for  they  perceived  that  this  work 
was  wrought  of  our  God. 

17  ^  Moreover  in  those  days  the  nobles  of  Judah  sent  many  letters 
unto  Tobiah,  *and  the  letters  of  Tobiah  came  unto  them. 

18  For  there  were  many  in  Judah  sworn  unto  him,  because  he  was 
the  son  in  law  of  Shechaniah  the  son  of  Arah;  and  his  son  Johanan 
had  taken  the  daughter  of  Meshullam  the  son  of  Berechiah. 

19  Also  they  reported  his  good  deeds  before  me,  and  uttered  my 
words  to  him.     And  Tobiah  sent  letters  to  put  me  in  fear. 

Ciiapter  7 

1  Ndtemiah  commiUdh  the  charge  of  Jerusalem  to  Hanani  and  Hananiah.  5  A  regitUr  at  (he  genealogif  of  Oein 
iDhich  came  at  first  oiU  of  Babylon^  9  of  the  people,  39  of  the  priests,  43  of  the  Levues,  40  of  the  Nethintms,  57  of 
Solomon'a  servanls,  63  and  of  the  priests  which  could  not  find  their  pedigree.  66  The  tohoU  nwnber  of  them,  via 
their  substance.    70  Their  oblations. 

OW  it  came  to  pass,  when  the  wall  was  built,  and  I  had  set 
up  the  doors  and  the  porters  and  the  singers  and  the  Levites 
were  appointed, 

2  That  I  gave  my  brother  Hanani,  and  Hananiah  the  ruler  of  the 
palace,  charge  over  Jerusalem:  for  he  wa^  a  faithful  man,  and  feared 
God  above  many. 

3  And  I  said  unto  them.  Let  not  the  gates  of  Jerusalem  be  opened 
until  the  sun  be  hot;  and  while  they  stand  by,  let  them  shut  the  doors, 
and  bar  them:  and  appoint  watches  of  the  inhabitants  of  Jerusalem, 
every  one  in  his  watch,  and  every  one  to  he  over  against  his  house. 

4  Now  the  city  was  large  and  great :  but  the  people  were  few  therein, 
and  the  houses  were  not  builded. 

5  Tf  And  my  God  put  into  mine  heart  to  gather  together  the  nobles, 
and  the  rulers,  and  tne  people,  that  they  might  be  reckoned  by  geneal- 
ogy. And  I  found  a  register  of  the  genealogy  of  them  which  came 
up  at  the  first,  and  found  written  therein, 

6  These  are  the  children  of  the  province,  that  went  up  out  of  the 
captivity,  of  those  that  had  been  carried  away,  whom  Nebuchad- 
nezzar the  king  of  Babylon  had  carried  away,  and  came  again  to 
Jerusalem  and  to  Judah,  every  one  unto  his  city; 

7  Who  came  with  Zerubbabel,  Jeshua,  Nehemiah,  Azariah, 
Raamiah,  Nahamani,  Mordecai,  Bilshan,  Mispereth,  Bigvai,  Nehum, 
Baanah.  The  number,  /  say,  of  the  men  of  tne  people  of  Israel  woa 
this; 
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*\'ind  Elijah  passed  by  him,  and  cast  His  manUe  upon 
him"— I.  Kings,  19,  19. 

LEAVING  Mount  Horeb,  Elijah  went  again  through 
the  land  of  Israel,  on  the  errand  assigned  him. 
As  he  passed  up  the  Jordan  valley,  he  came  upon 
a  young  man  ploughing  in  the  field;  and  at  once  he  knew 
that  this  youth  was  to  be  his  pupil,  his  successor  in  the 
prophetic  office.  As  a  sign  of  this,  he  threw  his  own 
shaggy  mantle  upon  the  shoulders  of  the  plougher. 

This  successor  of  Elijah,  destined  to  be  almost,  per- 
haps wholly,  as  notable  as  he,  was  called  Elisha,  which 
means,  ''God,  his  salvation.*'  He  was  to  be  the  saver, 
where  Elijah  had  been  the  destroyer;  the  pardoner 
where  his  master  had  condemned.  His  first  act  was  one 
of  tenderness.  Bowing  before  Elijah,  he  asked  if,  before 
following  him,  he  might  bid  farewell  to  his  people.  Elijah 
consented  readily.  So  Elisha  kissed  his  aged  parents, 
made  a  sacrifice  to  God  of  two  of  the  oxen  wherewith 
he  had  been  ploughing,  and,  with  no  more  ado,  set  out 
in  the  company  of  the  elder  prophet,  to  do  his  part  in 
the  service  of  our  Universal  Master. 
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8  The  children  of  Parosh,  two  thousand  an  hundred  seventy  and  two. 

9  The  children  of  Shephatiah,  three  hundred  seventy  and  two. 

10  The  children  of  Arah,  six  hundred  fifty  and  two. 

11  The  children  of  Pahath-moab,  of  the  children  of  Jeshuaand 
Joab,  two  thousand  and  eight  hundred  and  eighteen. 

12  The  children  of  Elam,  a  thousand  two  nundred  fifty  and  four. 

13  The  children  of  Zattu,  eight  hundred  forty  and  five. 

14  The  children  of  Zaccai,  seven  hundred  and  threescore. 

15  The  children  of  Binnui,  six  hundred  forty  and  eight. 

16  The  children  of  Bebai,  six  hundred  twentv  and  eight. 

17  The  children  of  Azgad,  two  thousand  tnree  hundred  twenty 
and  two. 

18  The  children  of  Adonikam,  six  hundred  threescore  and  seven. 

19  The  children  of  Bigvai,  two  thousand  threescore  and  seven. 

20  The  children  of  Adin,  six  hundred  fifty  and  five. 

21  The  children  of  Ater  of  Hezekiah,  ninetv  and  eight. 

22  The  children  of  Hashum,  three  hundred  twenty  and  eight. 

23  The  children  of  Bezai,  three  hundred  twenty  and  four. 

24  The  children  of  Hariph,  an  hundred  and  twelve. 

25  The  children  of  Gibeon,  ninety  and  five. 

26  I'he  men  of  Beth-lehem  and  Netophah,  an  hundred  fourscore 
and  eight. 

27  The  men  of  Anathoth,  an  hundred  twenty  and  eight. 

28  The  men  of  Beth-azmaveth,  forty  and  two. 

29  The  men  of  Kirjath-jearim,    Chephirah,    and    Beeroth,    seven 
hundred  forty  and  three. 

30  The  men  of  Ramah  and  Gaba,  six  hundred  twenty  and  one. 

31  The  men  of  Michmas,  an  hundred  and  twenty  and  two. 

32  The  men  of  Beth-el  and  Ai,  an  hundred  twenty  and  three. 

33  The  men  of  the  other  Nebo,  fifty  and  two. 

34  The  children  of  the  other  Elam,  a  thousand  two  hundred  fifty 
and  four. 

35  The  children  of  Harim,  three  hundred  and  twenty. 

36  The  children  of  Jericho  three  hundred  forty  and  five. 

37  The  children  of  Lod,  Hadid,  and  Ono,  seven  hundred  twenty 
and  one. 

38  The  children  of  Senaah,  three  thousand  nine  hundred  and  thifty. 

39  ^  The  priests :  the  children  of  Jedaiah,  of  the  house  of  Jeshua, 
nine  hundred  seventy  and  three. 

40  The  children  of  Immer,  a  thousand  fifty  and  two. 

41  The  children  of  Pashur,  a  thousand  two  hundred  forty  and  seven. 

42  The  children  of  Harim,  a  thousand  and  seventeen. 

43  ^  The  Levites :  the  children  of  Jeshua,  of  Kadmiel,  and  of  the 
children  of  Hodevah,  seventy  and  foiu*. 

44  ^  The  singers :  the  chilaren  of  Asaph,  an  hundred  forty  and  eight. 
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45  ^  The  porters:  the  children  of  Shallum,  the  children  of  Ater, 
the  children  of  Talmon,  the  children  of  Akkub,  the  children  of  Hatita, 
the  children  of  Shobai,  an  hundred  thirty  and  eight. 

46  ^  The  Nethinims :  the  children  of  Ziha,  the  children  of  Hash- 
upha,  the  children  of  Tabbaoth, 

47  The  children  of  Keros,  the  children  of  Sia,  the  children  of  Padon» 

48  The  children  of  Lebana,  the  children  of  Hagaba,  the  children 
of  Shalmai, 

49  The  children  of  Hanan,  the  children  of  Giddel,  the  children 
of  Gahar^ 

50  The  children  of  Reaiah,  the  children  of  Rezin,  the  children  of 
Nekoda, 

51  The  children  of  Gazzam,  the  children  of  Uzza,  the  children  of 
Phaseah, 

52  The  children  of  Besai,  the  children  of  Meunim,  the  children  of 
Nephishesim, 

53  The  children  of  Bakbuk,  the  children  of  Hakupha,  the  children 
of  Harhur, 

54  The  children  of  Bazlith,  the  children  of  Mehida,  the  children 
of  Harsha, 

55  The  children  of  Barkos,  the  children  of  Sisera,  the  children  of 
Tamah, 

56  The  children  of  Neziah,  the  children  of  Hatipha. 

57  ^  The  children  of  Golomon's  servants :  the  children  of  Sotai,  the 
children  of  Sophereth,  the  children  of  Perida, 

58  The  children  of  Jaala,  the  children  of  Darkon,  the  children  of 
Giddel, 

59  The  children  of  Shephatiah,  the  cliildren  of  Hattil,  the  children 
cf  PocTiereth  of  Zebaim,  the  children  of  x\mon. 

60  All  the  Nethinims,  and  the  children  of  Solomon's  servants. 
were  three  hundred  ninety  and  two. 

61  And  these  were  they  which  went  up  also  from  Tel-melah,  Tel- 
haresha.  Cherub,  Addon,  and  Immer:  but  they  could  not  show  their 
father's  house,  nor  their  seed,  whether  they  were  of  Israel. 

62  The  children  of  Delaiah,  the  children  of  Tobiah,  the  children 
of  Nekoda,  six  hundred  forty  and  two. 

63  ^  And  of  the  priests :  the  children  of  Habaiah,  the  children  of 
Koz,  the  children  of  Barzillai,  which  took  one  of  the  daughters  of 
Barzillai  the  Gileadite  to  wife,  and  w^as  called  after  their  name. 

64  These  sought  their  register  among  those  that  were  reckoned 
by  genealogy,  but  it  was  not  found :  therefore  were  they,  as  polluted, 
put  from  the  priesthood. 

65  And  the  Tirshatha*  said  unto  them,  that  they  should  not  eat  of  the 
most  holy  things,  till  there  stood  up  a  priest  with  Urim  and  Thummim. 

iTirshatha  means  gOYemor. 
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"Ben-hadad  wan  drinking  himself  drunks  in  the  pavilions^ 
he  and  the  kings,  the  thirty  and  two  kings  thai  helped 
himr^I,  Kings,  20, 16. 

Wl  ARE  not  told  that  Elijah  simunoned  the  Syrian 
armies  against  Israel.  But  the  inference  seems 
obvious;  for  God  had  bidden  the  prophet  to 
Syria  for  that  purpose,  and  immediately  afterward  the 
Syrians  came,  under  a  fierce  warrior,  Ben-hadad.  They 
ravaged  all  the  land  as  they  advanced,  even  as  they  had 
done  before  in  the  early  terrible  days  of  King  Ahab's 
father.  In  such  multitude  did  their  armies  advance, 
that  King  Ahab  despaired  of  resisting  them. 

In  this  crisb  there  came  to  the  king  a  prophet,  **&  man 
of  God"  unnamed,  but  one  likes  to  fancy  it  was  the  young 
Elisha.  He  told  Ahab  that  God  by  the  might  of  His  few 
remaining  worshippers  in  Israel  would  rescue  the  land 
from  all  these  invaders.  So  Ahab,  thus  a  second  time 
humbled  by  necessity,  did  just  as  the  prophet  bade  him. 
He  sent  out  a  small  band  of  his  own  princes  with  the  seren 
thousand  faithful  worshippers  of  God.  These  advanced 
against  Ben-hadad  as  he  sat  carousing  in  his  tent  with 
all  his  vassal  kings.  He  despised  the  smaU  number  of  the 
Israelites,  and  contemptuously  bade  them  be  seized  and 
brought  before  him.  Instead  they  attacked  his  whole 
huge  army  and  put  it  to  rout.  Ben-hadad 
escaped  only  by  the  fleetness  of  his  horse. 
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66  ^  The  whole  congregation  together  was  forty  and  two  thousand 
three  hundred  and  threescore. 

67  Beside  their  manservants  and  their  maidservants,  of  whom 
there  were  seven  thousand  three  hundred  thirty  and  seven:  and  they 
had  two  hundred  forty  and  five  singing  men  and  singing  women. 

68  Their  horses,  seven  hundred  thirty  and  six:  their  mules,  two 
hundred  forty  and  five: 

69  Their  camels,  four  hundred  thirty  and  five;  six  thousand  seven 
hundred  and  twenty  asses. 

70  %  And  some  of  the  chief  of  the  fathers  gave  unto  the  work. 
The  Tirshatha  gave  to  the  treasure  a  thousand  dr^ms  of  gold,  fifty 
basons,  five  hundred  and  thirty  priests' garments.  ^  ^ 

71  And  some  of  the  chief  of  the  fathers  gave  to  the  treasure  of  the 
work  twenty  thousand  drams  of  gold,  and  two  thousand  and  two 
hundred  pounds  of  silver. 

72  Ana  that  which  the  rest  of  the  people  gave  was  twenty  thousand 
drains  of  gold,  and  two  thousand  pouna  of  silver,  and  threescore  and 
seven  priests'  garments. 

73  So  the  priests,  and  the  Levites,  and  the  porters,  and  the  singers, 
and  some  of  the  people,  and  the  Nethinims,  and  all  Israel,  dwelt  in 
their  cities;  and  when  the  seventh  month  came,^  the  children  of  Israel 
were  in  their  cities. 

Chapter  8 

1  Tlie  reiiffUms  manner  of  reading  and  heaiino  (he  law.    9  Thev  comfort  the  people.     13  The  forwardneta  of  them 
to  hear  and  be  instructed.     16  They  keep  the  feast  of  tabernacles, 

ND  all  the  people  gathered  themselves  together  as  one  man 
into  the  street  that  was  before  the  water  gate;  and  they  spake 
t^^^pi.^T'^tB^  unto  Ezra  the  scribe  to  bring  the  book  of  the  law  of  IVIoses, 
which  the  Lord  had  commanded  to  Israel. 

2  And  Ezra  the  priest  brought  the  law  before  the  congregation 
both  of  men  and  women,  and  all  that  could  hear  with  understanding, 
upon  the  first  dav  of  the  seventh  month. 

3  And  he  read  therein  before  the  street  that  was  before  the  water 
gate  from  the  morning  imtil  mid-day,  before  the  men  and  the  women, 
and  those  that  could  understand;  and  the  ears  of  all  the  people  were 
attentive  unto  the  book  of  the  law. 

4  And  Ezra  the  scribe  stood  upon  a  pulpit  of  wood,  which  they 
had  made  for  the  purpose;  and  oeside  nim  stood  Mattithiah,  and 
Shema,  and  Anaiah,  and  Urijah,  and  Hilkiah,  and  Maaseiah,  on  his 
right  hand;  and  on  his  left  hand,  Pedaiah,  and  Mishael,  and 
Malchiah,  and  Hashum,  and  Hashbadana,  Zechariah,  and  Meshul- 
1am. 

5  And  Ezra  opened  the  book  in  the  sight  of  all  the  people;  (for  he 

<Tbe  Revised  Venion  transfers  "and  when  the  seventh  month  came"  to  the  next  sentence,  chapter  8, 
veise  1. 
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was  above  all  the  people;)  and  when  he  opened  it,  all  the  people 
stood  up: 

6  And  Ezra  blessed  the  Lord,  the  great  God.  And  all  the  people 
answered.  Amen,  Amen,  with  lifting  up  their  hands:  and  they  do  wed 
their  heads,  and  worshipped  the  Lord  with  their  faces  to  the 
ground. 

7  Also  Jeshua,  and  Bani,  and  Sherebiah,  Jamin,  Akkub,  Shab- 
bethai,  Hodijah,  Maaseiah,  Kelita,  Azariah,  Jozabad,  Hanan,  Pel- 
aiah,  and  the  Levites,  caused  the  people  to  understand  the  law:  and 
the  people  5tood  in  their  place. 

8  So  they  read  in  the  Dook  in  the  law  of  God  distinctly,  and  gave 
the  sense,  and  caused  them  to  understand  the  reading. 

9  ^  And  Nehemiah,  which  is  the  Tirshatha,  and  Ezra  the  priest 
the  scribe,  and  the  Levites  that  taiight  the  people,  said  unto  all  the 
people.  This  day  is  holy  unto  the  Lord  your  God;  mourn  not,  nor 
weep.  For  all  the  people  wept,  when  they  heard  the  words  of 
the  law. 

10  Then  he  said  unto  them,  Go  your  way,  eat  the  fat,  and  drink 
the  sweet,  and  send  portions  unto  them  for  whom  nothing  is  prepared : 
for  this  day  is  holy  unto  our  Lord:  neither  be  ye  sorry;  for  the  joy  of 
the  Lord  is  your  strength. 

11  So  the  Levites  stilled  all  the  people,  saying.  Hold  your  peace, 
for  the  day  is  holy;  neither  be  ye  gneved. 

12  And  all  the  people  went  their  way  to  eat,  and  to  drink,  and  to 
send  portions,  and  to  make  ffreat  mirth,  because  they  had  understood 
the  words  that  were  declared  unto  them. 

13  Tf  And  on  the  second  day  were  gathered  together  the  chief  of 
the  fathers  of  all  the  people,  the  prieste,  and  the  Levites,  unto  Ezra 
the  scribe,  even  to  unaerstand  the  words  of  the  law. 

14  And  they  found  written  in  the  law  which  the  Lord  had  com- 
manded by  Moses,  that  the  children  of  Israel  should  dwell  in  booths 
in  the  feast  of  the  seventh  month : 

15  And  that  they  should  publish  and  proclaim  in  all  their  cities 
and  in  Jerusalem,  saying.  Go  forth  unto  the  mount,  and  fetch  olive 
branches,  and  pine  branches,  and  myrtle  branches,  and  palm  branches, 
and  branches  of  thick  trees,  to  make  booths,  as  it  is  written. 

16  ^  So  the  people  went  forth,  and  brought  theniy  and  made  them- 
/5elves  booths,  every  one  upon  the  roof  of  his  house,  and  in  their 
courts,  and  in  the  courts  of  the  house  of  God,  and  in  the  street  of  the 
water  gate,  and  in  the  street  of  the  gate  of  Ephraim. 

17  And  all  the  congregation  of  them  that  were  come  again  out  of 
the  captivity  made  booths,  and  sat  under  the  booths:  for  since  the 
days  of  Jeshua  the  son  of  Nun  unto  that  day  had  not  the  children 
of  Israel  done  so.     And  there  was  very  great  gladness. 

18  Also  day  by  day,  from  the  first  day  unto  the  last  day,  he  read  in 
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**And  Ahab  spoke  unto  Nahoth,  saying,  Oive  ms  ihy 
vmeyardt  that  I  may  have  it  for  a  garden." — ^7.  Kings,  21, 2, 

TWICE  did  the  Syrian  hordes  under  Ben-hadad  in- 
vade Israel;  and  twice  was  their  power  utterly 
broken  by  the  little  handful  of  God's  faithful  who 
fought  against  them.  Yet  even  after  this  King  Ahab 
did  not  submit  himself  wholly  to  the  Lord.  He  remained 
under  the  sway  of  his  fair  but  evil  consort,  Jezebel,  and 
pennitted  her  to  restore  the  worship  of  Baal  which  Elijah 
had  so  terribly  eradicated.  A  yet  more  solemn  personal 
lesson  was  needed  to  break  the  self-will  of  the  gorgeous 
king,  to  rouse  him  to  take  heed  of  the  "still  small  voice" 
within.     So  this  lesson,  also,  was  forthcoming. 

The  king  had  built  him  a  beautiful  summer  palace  in 
the  pleasant  town  of  Jezreel,  and  often  lived  there  in 
preference  even  to  his  splendid  capital  of  Samaria.  The 
window  of  his  Jezreel  home  looked  out  upon  the  vineyard 
of  a  citizen  named  Naboth;  and  Ahab  thought  how  pleaaant 
it  would  be  to  turn  the  vineyard  into  a  rich  garden  for  his 
palace.  He  went  to  Naboth  and  offered  to  purchase  the 
land  at  a  high  price.  But  Naboth  refused,  as  indeed 
if  he  was  a  religious  man,  he  must;  for  the  law  of  Moses 
forbade  anyone  to  part  with  the  land  allotted  him  under 
the  original  distribution  of  Canaan  by  Joshua. 
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the  book  of  the  law  of  God.  And  they  kept  the  feast  seven  days; 
and  on  the  eighth  day  was  a  solemn  assenibly,  according  unto  the 
manner. 

Ctiopter  9 

1  A  solemn  fa$t,  and  repentance  of  the  people.  4  The  Leviiee  make  a  religioue  confeseUm  of  OodCe  goodneee,  and 
their  wickedneu, 

|OW  in  the  twenty  and  fourth  day  of  this  month  the  children 
of  Israel  were  assembled  with  fasting,  and  with  sackclothes> 
and  earth  upon  them. 

2  And  the  seed  of  Israel  separated  themselves  from  all  strangers, 
and  stood  and  confessed  their  sins,  and  the  iniquities  of  their 
fathers. 

3  And  they  stood  up  in  their  place,  and  read  in  the  book  of  the 
law  of  the  Ix)rd  their  God  one  tourth  part  of  the  day;  and  another 
fourth  part  they  confessed,  and  worshipped  the  Lord  their  God. 

4  5  then  stbod  up  upon  the  stairs,  of  the  Levites,  Jeshua,  and 
Bani,  Kadmiel,  Shebamah,  Bunni,  Sherebiah,  Bani,  and  Chenani, 
and  cried  with  a  loud  voice  unto  the  Lord  their  God. 

5  Then  the  Levites,  Jeshua,  and  Kadmiel,  Bani,  Hashabniah, 
Sherebiah,  Hodijah,  Shebaniah,  and  Pethahiah,  said,  Stand  up  and 
bless  the  Lord  vour  God  for  ever  and  ever:  and  blessed  be  thy  glori- 
ous name,  which  is  exalted  above  all  blessing  and  praise. 

6  Thou,  even  thou,  art  Lord  alone:  thou  hast  made  heaven,  the 
heaven  of  heavens,  with  all  their  host,  the  earth,  and  all  things  that 
are  therein,  the  seas,  and  all  that  is  therein,  and  thou  preservest  them 
all;  and  the  host  of  heaven  worshippeth  thee. 

7  Thou  art  the  Lord  the  God,  who  didst  choose  Abram,  and 
broughtest  him  forth  out  of  Ur  of  the  Chaldees,  and  gavest  him  the 
name  of  Abraham ; 

8  And  foundest  his  heart  faithful  before  thee,  and  madest  a  cove- 
nant with  him  to  give  the  land  of  the  Canaanites,  the  Hittites,  the 
Amorites,  and  the  Perizzites,  and  the  Jebusites,  and  the  Girgashites, 
to  give  ity  I  sayy  to  his  seed,  and  hast  performed  thy  words;  for  thou 
art  righteous: 

9  And  didst  see  the  affliction  of  our  fathers  in  Egypt,  and  heardest 
their  cry  by  the  Red  sea. 

10  And  shewedst  signs  and  wonders  upon  Pharaoh,  and  on  all  his 
sei-vants,  and  on  all  the  people  of  his  land:  for  thou  knewest  that  thej 
dealt  proudly  against  them.  So  didst  thou  get  thee  a  name,  as  it  is 
this  day. 

11  And  thou  didst  divide  the  sea  before  them,  so  that  they  went 
through  the  midst  of  the  sea  on  the  dry  land;  and  their  persecutors 
thou  tnrewest  into  the  deeps,  as  a  stone  into  the  mighty  waters. 

12  Moreover  thou  leddest  them  in  the  day  by  a  cloudy  pillar;  and 
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in  the  night  by  a  pillar  of  fire,  to  give  them  light  in  the  way  wherein 
they  should  go. 

13  Thou  earnest  down  also  upon  mount  Sinai,  andspakest  with 
them  from  heaven,  and  gavest  them  right  judgments,  ana  true  laws, 
good  statutes  and  commandments: 

14  And  madest  known  unto  them  thy  holy  sabbath,  and  com- 
mandedst  them  precepts,  statutes,  and  laws,  by  the  hand  of  Moses 
thy  servant; 

15  And  gavest  them  bread  from  heaven  for  their  hunger,  and 
broughtest  forth  water  for  them  out  of  the  rock  for  their  thirst,  and 
promisedst  them  that  they  should  go  in  to  possess  the  land  which 
thou  hadst  sworn  to  give  them. 

16  But  they  and  our  fathers  dealt  proudly,  and  hardened  their 
necks,  and  hearkened  not  to  thv  commandments, 

17  And  refused  to  obev,  neither  were  mindful  of  thy  wonders  that 
thou  didst  among  them;  but  hardened  their  necks,  and  in  their  rebel- 
lion appointed  a  captain  to  return  to  their  bondage:  but  thou  art  a 
God  ready  to  pardon,  gracious  and  merciful,  slow  to  anger,  and  of 
great  kindness,  and  forsookest  them  not. 

18  Yea,  when  they  had  made  them  a  molten  calf,  and  said.  This 
is  thy  God  that  brought  thee  up  out  of  Egypt,  and  had  wrought  great 
provocations; 

19  Yet  thou  in  thy  manifold  mercies  forsookest  them  not  in  the 
wilderness :  the  pillar  of  the  cloud  departed  not  from  them  by  day,  to 
lead  them  in  the  way ;  neither  the  pillar  of  fire  by  night,  to  show  them 
light,  and  the  way  wherein  they  should  go. 

20  Thou  gavest  also  thy  good  spirit  to  instruct  them,  and  with- 
heldest  not  thy  manna  from  their  mouth,  and  gavest  them  water  for 
their  thirst. 

21  Yea,  forty  years  didst  thou  sustain  them  in  the  wilderness,  so 
that  they  lacked  nothing;  their  clothes  waxed  not  old,  and  their  feet 
swelled  not. 

22  Moreover  thou  gavest  them  kingdoms  and  nations,  and  didst 
divide  them  into  corners:  so  they  possessed  the  land  of  Sihon,  and 
the  land  of  the  king  of  Heshbon,  and  the  land  of  Og  king  of 
Bashan. 

23  Their  children  also  multipliedst  thou  as  the  stars  of  heaven, 
and  broughtest  them  into  the  land,  concerning  which  thou  hadst 
promised  to  their  fathers,  that  they  should  go  in  to  possess  i<, 

24  So  the  children  went  in  and  possessed  the  land,  and  thou  sub- 
duedst  before  them  the  inhabitants  of  the  land,  the  Canaanites,  and 

fjavest  them  into  their  hands,  with  their  kings,  and  the  people  of  the 
and,  that  they  might  do  with  them  as  they  would. 

25  And  they  took  strong  cities,  and  a  fat  land,  and  possessed 
houses  full  of  all  goods,  wefls  digged,  vineyards,  and  oUveyards,  and 
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**And  Jezebel  his  wife  sfiid  unto  him.  Dost  thou  now 
govern  ike  kingdom  of  Israelf  arise,  and  eat  bread,  and  let 
thine  lieart  be  merry  *^ — I,  Kings,  2t,  7. 

SO  DEEP  set  was  King  Ahab's  desire  for  Naboth's 
vineyard,  that  when  it  was  refused  him,  he  acted 
like  a  pampered  child.  "He  laid  him  down  upon 
his  bed,  and  turned  away  his  face,  and  would  eat  no 
bread."  And  yet  the  impulse  did  not  come  to  him  to 
despoil  Naboth  by  force;  for  Ahab  was  at  heart  a  well- 
meaning  man,  according  to  his  light.  But  whatever  of 
evil  he  did  not  seek,  his  wife  Jezebel  was  ever  ready  to 
bring  to  him.  She  sought  him  now  in  his  dolor,  and  de- 
manded its  cause.  When  he  tofd  her,  she  was  openly 
contemptuous.  Was  he  master  in  Israel,  or  was  he  not, 
that  he  permitted  any  ordinary  man  to  thwart  his  will? 
Then  she  bade  him  "be  merry,"  he  should  have  the  vine- 
yard. 

With  calm  and  evil  ingenuity  she  arranged  for  Naboth's 
death.  A  fast  was  proclaimed  in  Jezreel;  Naboth  was 
set  in  charge  of  the  ceremonial,  as  if  in  honor.  Thus  he 
was  embroiled  with  hired  plotters,  who  quMreled  innlh  him, 
and  swore  he  had  blasphemed  God.  He  and  all  his  fam- 
ily were  stoned  to  death.  Then  Ahab  took  possession 
of  his  vineyard. 
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fruit  trees  in  abundance :  so  they  did  eat,  and  were  filled,  and  became 
fat,  and  delighted  themselves  in  thv  great  goodness. 

26  Nevertneless  they  were  disobedient,  and  rebelled  against  thee, 
and  cast  thy  law  behind  their  backs,  and  slew  thy  propnets  which 
testified  against  them  to  turn  them  to  thee,  and  they  wrought  great 
provocations. 

27  Therefore  thou  deliveredst  them  into  the  hand  of  their  enemies, 
who  vexed  them:  and  in  the  time  of  their  trouble,  when  they  cried 
unto  thee,  thou  heardest  them  from  heaven;  and  according  to  thy 
manifold  mercies  thou  gavest  them  saviours,  who  saved  them  out  of 
the  hand  of  their  enemies. 

28  But  after  they  had  rest,  thev  did  evil  again  before  thee:  there- 
fore leftest  thou  them  in  the  hand  of  their  enemies,  so  that  they  had 
dominion  over  them:  yet  when  they  returned,  and  cried  unto  thee, 
thou  heardest  them  from  heaven;  and  many  times  didst  thou  deliver 
them  according  to  thy  mercies; 

29  And  testifiedst  against  them,  that  thou  mightest  bring  them 
again  urito  thy  law:  yet  they  dealt  proudlv,  and  hearkened  not  unto 
thy  commandments,  but  sinned  against  thy  judgments,  (which  if  a 
man  do,  he  shall  live  in  them;)  and  withdrew  the  shoulder,  and  hard- 
ened their  neck,  and  would  not  hear. 

30  Yet  many  years  didst  thou  forbear  them,  and  testifiedst  against 
them  by  thy  spirit  in  thy  prophets :  yet  would  they  not  give  ear :  there- 
fore gavest  thou  them  into  the  hana  of  the  people  of  the  lands. 

31  Nevertheless  for  thy  great  mercies'  sake  thou  didst  not  utterly 
consume  them,  nor  forsake  them;  for  thou  art  a  gracious  and  merciful 
God. 

32  Now  therefore,  our  God,  the  great,  the  mighty,  and  the  terrible 
God,  who  keepest  covenant  and  mercy,  let  not  all  the  trouble  seem 
little  before  thee,  that  hath  come  upon  us,  on  our  kings,  on  our  princes, 
and  on  our  priests,  and  on  our  prophets,  and  on  our  fathers,  and  on 
all  thy  people,  since  the  time  of  the  kings  of  Assyria  unto  this  day. 

33  Howbeit  thou  art  lust  in  all  that  is  brought  upon  us;  for  thou 
hast  done  right,  but  we  have  done  wickedly: 

34  Neither  have  our  kings,  our  princes,  our  priests,  nor  our  fathers, 
kept  thy  law,  nor  hearkened  unto  thy  commandments  and  thy  testi- 
monies,  wherewith  thou  didst  testify  against  them. 

35  For  they  have  not  served  thee  m  their  kingdom,  and  in  thy 
great  goodness  that  thou  gavest  them,  and  in  the  large  and  fat  land 
which  thou  gavest  before  them,  neither  turned  they  from  their  wicked 
works. 

36  Behold,  we  are  servants  this  day,  and  for  the  land  that  thou 

favest  unto  our  fathers  to  eat  the  fruit  thereof  and  the  good  thereof, 
ehold,  we  are  servants  in  it: 

37  And  it  yieldeth  much  increase  unto  the  kings  whom  thou  hast 
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set  over  us  because  of  our  sins:  also  they  have  dominion  over  our 
bodies,  and  over  our  cattle,  at  their  pleasure,  and  we  are  in  great 
distress. 

38  And  because  of  all  this  we  make  a  sure  covenant,  and  write  it; 
and  our  princes,  Levites,  and  priests,  seal  unto  it. 

Ctaptec  10 

1  The  names  of  them  that  sealed  the  covenant.    29  The  pointt  of  the  covenant. 

OW  those  that  sealed  were^  Nehemiah,  the  Tirshatha,  the 
son  of  Hachaliah,  and  Zidkijah, 
2  Seraiah,  Azariah,  Jeremiah, 

3  Pashur,  Amariah,  Malchijah, 

4  Hattush,  Shebaniah,  Malluch, 

5  Harim,  Meremoth,  Obadiah, 

6  Daniel,  Ginnethon,  Baruch, 

7  MeshuUam,  Abijah,  ^lijamin, 

8  Maaziah,  Bilgai,  Shemaiah:  these  were  the  priests. 

9  And  the  Levites :  both  Jeshua  the  son  of  Azaniah,  Binnui  of  the 
sons  of  Ilenadad,  Kadmiel; 

10  And  their  brethren,  Shebaniah,  Hodijah,  Kelita,  Pelaiah,  Hanan, 

11  Micha,  Rehob,  Hashabiah, 

12  Zaccur,  Sherebiah,  Shebaniah, 

13  Hodijah,  Bani,  Beninu. 

14  The  chief  of  the  people ;  Parosh,  Pahath-moab,  Elam,Zatthu,BAni, 

15  Bunni,  Azgad,  Bebai, 

16  Adonijah,  Biffvai,  Adin, 

17  Ater,  Hizkiian,  Azzur, 

18  Hodijah,  Hashum,  Bezai, 

19  Hariph,  Anathoth,  Nebai, 

20  Magpiash,  Meshullam,  Hezir, 

21  Meshezabeel,  Zadok,  Jaddua, 

22  Pelatiah,  Ilanan,  Anaiah, 

23  Hoshea,  Hananiah,  Hashub, 

24  Hallohesh,  Pileha,  Shobek, 

25  Rehum,  Hashabnah,  Maaseiah, 

26  And  Ahijah,  Hanan,  Anan, 

27  Malluch,  Harim,  Baanah. 

28  ^  And  the  rest  of  the  people,  the  priests,  the  Levites,  the  porters, 
the  singers,  the  Nethinims,  and  all  tney  that  had  separated  them- 
selves from  the  people  of  the  lands  unto  the  law  of  God,  their  wives, 
their  sons,  and  their  daughters,  every  one  having  knowledge,  and 
havingr  understanding; 

29  They  clave  to  their  brethren,  their  nobles,  and  entered  into  a 
curse,  and  into  an  oath,  to  walk  in  God's  law,  which  was  given  by 


€ltiat  ^thvktU  9tiab  anli  Jezebel 

FROM  THE  BERIES  BT  T.  M.  BOOKE. 

4* 
"And  Ahab  said  to  ElijaK  Hast  thou  found  me,  O  mine 
enemy f* — L  Kingsy  2U  io. 

THE  wicked,  treacherous  crime  of  Ahab  and  Jesebel 
against  Naboth,  resulted  in  the  appearance  once 
again  of  Elijah,  "the  thunderer."  Where  he  had 
been  in  the  interval,  perhaps  of  years,  we  do  not  know; 
but,  abruptly,  "'the  word  of  the  Lord  came  to  E^jah  the 
Tishbite,"  bidding  him  announce  to  Ahab  that  for  this 
last  evil  deed  God  would  destroy  him  and  all  his  race. 
''And  of  Jeasebel  also  i^pake  the  Lord,  sayiag.  The  dogs 
shall  eat  Jezebel  by  the  wall  of  Jezreel." 

Grimly  did  Elijah  obey,  appearing,  suddenly  as  always, 
before  the  royal  pair  in  the  very  moment  that  they  took 
possession   of   their   bloodstained   vineyard.    The   mere 
presence  of  the  fierce  monitor  struck  panic  into  Ahab*s 
heart.     "Hast   thou   found   me,   O   mine   enemy?**    he 
wailed.     On  hearing  the  doom  pronounced  against  him, 
he  "rent  his  clothes,  and  put  sackcloth  upon  his  flesh,  and 
fasted."     Even  Jezebel  seems  to  have  been  awed  for  a 
moment  into  silence,  and  permitted  Elijah  to  depart  in 
peace.    And  because  of  Ahab*s  repentance  God  post- 
poned the  destruction  of  his  house  until  after  he  himself 
should  be  dead.    Also  the  Syrians  were  held 
back,  so  that  for  a  time  they  ceased 
to  invade  Israel. 
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Moses  the  servant  of  God,  and  to  observe  and  do  all  the  command- 
ments of  the  Lord  our  Lord,  and  his  judgments  and  his  statutes; 

30  And  that  we  would  not  give  our  daughters  unto  the  people  of 
the  land,  nor  take  their  daughters  for  our  sons: 

31  And  if  the  people  of  the  land  bring  ware  or  any  victuals  on  the 
sabbath  day  to  sell,  that  we  would  not  buy  it  of  them  on  the  sabbath, 
or  on  the  holy  day :  and  that  we  would  leave  the  seventh  year,  and  the 
exaction  of  eveiy  debt. 

32  Also  we  made  ordinances  for  us,  to  charge  ourselves  yearly  with 
the  third  part  of  a  shekel  for  the  service  of  the  house  of  our  God ;     • 

33  For  the  shewbread,  and  for  the  continual  meat  offering,  and  for 
the  continual  burnt  offering,  of  the  sabbaths,  of  the  new  moons,  for 
the  set  feasts,  and  for  the  holy  thinaSy  and  for  the  sin  offerings  to  make 
an  atonement  for  Israel,  and /or  all  the  work  of  the  house  of  our  God. 

34  And  we  cast  the  lots  among  the  priests,  the  Levites,  and  the 
people,  for  the  wood  offering,  to  bring  it  into  the  house  of  our  God, 
after  the  houses  of  our  fathers,  at  times  appointed  year  by  year,  to 
burn  upon  the  altar  of  the  Lord  our  God,  as  it  is  written  in  the  law : 

35  And  to  bring  the  firstfruits  of  our  ground,  and  the  firstfruits  of 
all  the  fruit  of  all  trees,  year  by  year,  unto  the  house  of  the  Lord  : 

36  Also  the  firstborn  of  our  sons,  and  of  our  cattle,  as  it  is  written 
in  the  law,  and  the  firstlings  of  our  herds  and  of  our  flocks,  to 
bring  to  the  house  of  our  God,  unto  the  priests  that  minister  in  the 
house  of  our  God : 

37  And  that  we  should  bring  the  firstfruits  of  our  dough,  and 
our  offerings,  and  .the  fruits  of  all  manner  of  trees,  of  wine  and  of 
oil,  unto  the  priests,  to  the  chambers  of  the  house  of  our  God;  and 
the  tithes  of  our  ground  unto  the  Levites,  that  the  same  Levites 
might  have  the  tithes  in  all  the  cities  of  our  tillage. 

38  And  the  priest  the  son  of  Aaron  shall  be  with  the  Levites,  when  the 
Levites  take  tithes:  and  the  Levites  shall  bring  up  the  tithe  of  the  tithes 
unto  the  house  of  our  God,  to  the  chambers,  into  the  treasure  house. 

39  For  the  children  of  Israel  and  the  children  of  Levi  shall  bring 
the  offering  of  the  corn,  of  the  new  wine,  and  the  oil,  unto  the  cham- 
bers, where  are  the  vessels  of  the  sanctuary,  and  the  priests  that 
minister,  and  the  porters,  and  the  singers:  and  we  will  not  forsake 
the  house  of  our  G^od. 

Cfiapter  11 

1  The  nders,  voluntmy  men^  and  the  tenth  man  chosen  by  lot,  dwell  at  Jenuaiem,    3  A  catalogue  of  their  names, 
20  The  residue  dvfeU  in  other  cities. 

ND  the  rulers  of  the  people  dwelt  at  Jerusalem :  the  rest  of  the 
people  also  cast  lots  to  bring  one  of  ten  to  dwell  in  Jerusalem 

the  noly  city,  and  nine  parts  to  dwell  in  other  cities. 

2  And  the  people  blessed  all  the  men,  that  willingly  offered  them- 
selves to  dwell  at  Jerusalem. 
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3  ^  Now  these  are  the  chief  of  the  province  that  dwelt  in  Jerusalem: 
but  in  the  cities  of  Judah  dwelt  every  one  in  his  possession  in  their 
cities,  to  vrity  Israel,  the  priests,  and  the  Levites,  and  the  Nethinims, 
and  the  children  of  Solomon's  servants. 

4  And  at  Jerusalem  dwelt  certain  of  the  children  of  Judah,  and  of 
the  children  of  Benjamin.  Of  the  children  of  Judah;  Athaiah  the 
son  of  ITzziah,  the  son  of  Zechariah,  the  son  of  Amariah,  the  son  of 
Shephatiah,  the  son  of  Mahalaleel,  of  the  children  of  Perez; 

5  And  Maaseiah  the  son  of  Baruch,  the  son  of  Col-hozeh,  the  son 
of  Hazaiah,  the  son  of  Adaiah,  the  son  of  Joiarib,  the  son  of  Zechariah, 
the  son  of  Shiloni. 

6  All  the  sons  of  Perez  that  dwelt  at  Jerusalem  were  four  hundred 
threescore  and  eight  valiant  men. 

7  And  these  are  the  sons  of  Benjamin;  Sallu  the  son  of  Meshullam, 
the  son  of  Joed,  the  son  of  Pedaiah,  the  son  of  Kolaiah,  the  son  of 
Maaseiah,  the  son  of  Ithiel,  the  son  of  Jesaiah. 

8  And  after  him  Gabbai,  Sallai,  nine  hundred  twenty  and  eight. 

9  And  Joel  the  son  of  Zichri  was  their  overseer:  and  Judah  the  son 
of  Senuah  wa>s  second  over  the  city. 

10  Of  the  priests:  Jedaiah  the  son  of  Joiarib,  Jachin. 

11  Seraiah  the  son  of  Hilkiah,  the  son  of  Meshullam,  the  son  of 
Zadok,  the  son  of  Meraioth,  the  son  of  Ahitub,  was  the  ruler  of  the 
house  of  God. 

12  And  their  brethren  that  did  the  work  of  the  house  were  eight 
hundred  twentv  and  two:  and  Adaiah  the  son  of  Jeroham,  the  son 
of  Pelaliah,  the  son  of  Amzi,  the  son  of  Zechariah,  the  son  of  Pashur, 
the  son  of  Malchiah, 

13  And  his  brethren,  chief  of  the  fathers,  two  himdred  forty  and 
two:  and  Amashai  the  son  of  Azareel,  the  son  of  Ahasai,  the  son  of 
Meshillemoth,  the  son  of  Immer, 

14  And  their  brethren,  mighty  men  of  valour,  an  hundred  twenty 
and  eight:  and  their  overseer  was  Zabdiel,  the  son  of  one  of  the  great 
men. 

15  Also  of  the  Levites:  Shemaiah  the  son  of  Hashub,  the  son  of 
Azrikam,  the  son  of  Hashabiah,  the  son  of  Bunni; 

16  And  Shabbethai  and  Jozabad,  of  the  chief  of  the  Levites,  had 
the  oversight  of  the  outward  business  of  the  house  of  God. 

17  And  !Mattaniah  the  son  of  Micha,  the  son  of  Zabdi,  the  son  of 
Asaph,  ivas  the  principal  to  be^n  the  thanksgiving  in  prayer:  and 
Bakbukiah  the  second  among  his  brethren,  and  Abda  the  son  of 
Shammua,  the  son  of  Galal,  the  son  of  Jeduthun. 

18  All  the  Levites  in  the  holy  city  were  two  hundred  fourscore  and 
four. 

19  Moreover  the  porters,  Akkub,  Talmon,  and  their  brethren 
that  kept  the  gates,  were  an  hundred  seventy  and  two. 


FROU  THE  SEBIES 


"And  a  eertain  man  dretc  a  bow  at  a  jtnltire,  and  tmote 
the  king  of  Itrael  between  the  jointt  of  the  kameu." — 
n.  ChTon.,  18,  3S. 

TOWARD  the  dose  of  King  Ahab's  reign  ve  bear 
mention  once  more  of  a  king  of  Judsh,  Jebcs- 
haphat.  He  was  a  son  of  that  King  Asa  who  had 
reformed  Judah;  and  Jehosbaphat  was,  like  his  father,  a 
good  king  upon  the  whole.  But  he  formed  an  alliance 
with  Israel  and  fell  touch  under  the  influence  of  Ahab 
and  Jeiebel.  Thus  bis  fate  became  interlinked  with 
theirs,  he  brought  his  kingdom  into  much  danger,  and 
he  came  near  to  perishing  when  Ahab  perished,      'i 

The  occasion  was  as  follows.  Finding  the  Syrians 
left  the  land  in  peace,  the  two  kings  resolved  to  attack 
them  in  turn  and  regain  from  them  the  city  of  Ramoth 
in  Gilead.  They  were  warned  against  this  by  a  prophet 
who  foretold  Ahab's  death.  Yet  tbey  persisted  in  the 
attack,  Ahab  planning  to  escape  danger  by  going  into 
battle  in  simple  garb  and  in  a  chariot  other  than  his  own. 
Thus  he  avoided  notice.  All  the  Syrian  chieftains  had 
resolved  to  attack  Ahab  together;  and,  seeing  only  Jehos- 
haphat  in  kingly  robes,  they  charged  against  him.  He 
fled  and  "cried  out,"  so  that  they  knew  he  was  not  Ahab. 
and  turned  back  from  him.  Meanwhile  Ahab,  fighting 
undistinguished  among  the  crowd,  found  the  doom  he 
had  thought  to  evade.  An  arrow  shot  "at  a  venture"  by 
some  unknown  hand,  pierced  his  armor  and  gave  him  a 
deadly  wound. 


^ 
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20  .^  And  the  residue  of  Israel,  of  the  priests,  and  the  Levites,  were 
in  all  the  cities  of  Judah,  every  one  in  his  inheritance. 

21  But  the  Nethinims  dwelt  in  Ophel:  and  Ziha  and  Gispa  were 
over  the  Nethinims. 

22  The  overseer  also  of  the  Levites  at  Jerusalem  was  Uzzi  the  son 
of  Bani,  the  son  of  Hashabiah,  the  son  of  Mattaniah,  the  son  of  Micha. 
Of  the  sons  of  Asaph,  the  singers  were  over  the  business  of  the  house 
of  God. 

23  For  it  was  the  king's  commandment  concerning  them,  that  a 
certain  portion  should  be  for  the  singers,  due  for  every  day. 

24  And  Pethahiah  the  son  of  Meshezabeel,  of  the  children  of  Zerah 
the  son  of  Judah,  wa^s  at  the  king's  hand  in  all  matters  concerning 
the  people. 

25  And  for  the  villages,  with  their  fields,  some  of  the  children  of 
Judah  dwelt  at  Kirjath-arba,  and  in  the  villages  thereof,  and  at 
Dibon,  and  in  the  villages  thereof,  and  at  Jekabzeel,  and  in  the  vil- 
lages thereof, 

26  And  at  Jeshua,  and  at  Moladah,  and  at  Beth-phelet, 

27  And  at  Hazar-shual,  and  at  Beer-sheba,  ana  in  the  villages 
thereof, 

28  And  at  Ziklag,  and  at  Mekonah,  and  in  the  villages  thereof, 

29  And  at  En-rimmon,  and  at  Zareah,  and  at  Jarmuth, 

30  Zanoah,  AduUam,  and  in  their  villages,  at  Lachish,  and  the 
fields  thereof,  at  Azekah,  and  in  the  villages  thereof.  And  they  dwelt 
from  Beer-sheba  unto  the  valley  of  Hinnom. 

31  The  children  also  of  Benjamin  from  Geba  dwelt  at  Michmash, 
and  Aiia,  and  Beth-el,  and  in  their  villages, 

32  And  at  Anathoth,  Nob,  Ananiah, 

33  Hazor,  Ramah,  Gittaim, 

34  Hadid,  Zeboim,  Neballat, 

35  Lod,  and  Ono,  the  valley  of  craftsmen. 

36  And  of  the  Levites  were  divisions  in  Judah,  and  in  Benjamin. 

Chapter  12 

1  ThejpriesUt  8  and  the  LevUea,  which  came  up  with  Zerubbabel.     10  The  succession  of  high  priests.     22  Certain 
Levites.     27  The  solemnity  of  the  dedication  of  the  vxUls.    44  The  offices  of  priests  and  Levites  appointed 
e  temple. 

OW  these  are  the  priests  and  the  Levites  that  went  up  with 
Zerubbabel  the  son  of  Shealtiel,  and  Jeshua:  Seraiah,  Jere- 
miah, Ezra, 

2  Amariah,  M alluch,  Hattush, 

3  Shechaniah,  Rehum,  Meremoth, 

4  Iddo,  Ginnetho,  Abijah, 

5  Miamin,  Maadiah,  Bilgah, 

6  Shemaiah,  and  Joiarib,  Jedaiah, 
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7  Sallu,  Amok,  Hilkiah,  Jedaiah.  These  were  the  chief  of  the 
priests  and  of  their  brethren  in  the  days  of  Jeshua. 

8  Moreover  the  Levites:  Jeshua,  Binnui,  Kadmiel,  Sherebiah, 
Judah,  and  Mattaniah,  which  was  over  the  thanksgiving,  he  and  his 
brethren. 

9  Also  Bakbukiah  and  Unni,  their  brethren,  were  over  against 
them  in  the  watches. 

10  ^  And  Jeshua  begat  Joiakim,  Joiakim  also  begat  Eliashib,  and 
Eliashib  begat  Joiada, 

11  And  Joiada  begat  Jonathan,  and  Jonathan  be^at  Jaddua,^ 

12  And  in  the  days  of  Joiakim  were  priests,  the  chief  of  the  fathers: 
of  Seraiah,  Meraiah;  of  Jeremiah,  Hananiah; 

13  Of  Ezra,  Meshullam;  of  Amariah,  Jehohanan; 

14  Of  Melicu,  Jonathan;  of  Shebaniah,  Joseph; 

15  Of  Harim,  Adna;  of  Meraioth,  Helkai; 

16  Of  Iddo,  Zechariah;  of  Ginnethon,  Meshullam; 

17  Of  Abijah,  Zichri;  of  Miniamin,  of  Moadiah,  Piltai; 

18  Of  Bilgah,  Shammua;  of  Shemaiah,  Jehonathan; 

19  And  of  Joiarib,  Mattenai;  of  Jedaiah,  Uzzi; 

20  Of  Sallai,  Kallai;  of  Amok,  Eber; 

21  Of  Hilkiah,  Hashabiah;  of  Jedaiah,  Nethaneel. 

22  Tf  The  Levites  in  the  days  of  Eliashib,  Joiada,  and  Johanan, 
and  Jaddua,  were  recorded  chief  of  the  fathers:  also  the  priests,  to 
the  reign  of  Darius  the  Persian. 

23  The  sons  of  Levi,  the  chief  of  the  fathers,  were  written  in  the 
book  of  the  chronicles,  even  until  the  days  of  Johanan  the  son  of 
Eliashib. 

24  And  the  chief  of  the  Levites :  Hashabiah,  Sherebiah,  and  Jeshua 
the  son  of  Kadmiel,  with  their  brethren  over  against  them,  to  praise 
and  to  give  thanks,  according  to  the  commandment  of  David  the  man 
of  God,  ward  over  against  ward. 

25  Mattaniah,  and  Bakbukiah,  Obadiah,  Meshullam,  Talmon, 
Akkub,  were  porters  keeping  the  ward  at  the  thresholds  of  the  gates. 

26  These  were  in  the  aays  of  Joiakim  the  son  of  Jeshua,  the  son  of 
Jozadak,  and  in  the  days  of  Nehemiah  the  governor,  and  of  Ezra 
the  priest,  the  scribe. 

•  27  ^  And  at  the  dedication  of  the  wall  of  Jerusalem  they  sought 
the  Levites  out  of  all  their  places,  to  bring  them  to  Jerusalem,  to 
keep  the  dedication  \vith  gladness,  both  with  thanksgivings,  and  with 
singing,  vnth  cymbals,  psalteries,  and  with  harps. 

28  And  the  sons  of  tne  singers  gathered  themselves  together,  both 
out  of  the  plain  country  round  about  Jerusalem,  and  from  the  vil- 
lages of  Netophathi; 

29  Also  from  the  house  of  Gilgal,  and  out  of  the  fields  of  Geba 

>This  (renealogy  extends  to  a  date  a  century  after  Nehemiah's  building  of  the  walls.    The  hich-priest 
Jaddua  was  a  contemporary  of  Alexander  the  Great. 


.  V 
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FROM  THE  SERIES  BY  T.  H.  ROOKE  IN  THE  COLLECTIQK 
OF  MERTON  RUSSELLrCOATES,  ESQ.,  F.  R.  O.  5. 

+ 

**And  the  dogs  licked  up  his  blood;  and  they  washed  his 
armour;  according  unto  the  word  of  the  Lord  which  he 
spake."— L  Kings,  22^  38, 

KING  AHAB  felt  that  the  arrow  had  brought  his 
death  wound.  "Turn  thine  hand/'  said  he  to  his 
driver,  "and  carrv  me  out  of  the  host."  The 
man  could  not  break  a  way  through  the  crowd;  so  the 
king,  holding  himself  upright  as  best  he  might  in  his  chariot, 
"died  at  even:  and  the  blood  ran  out  of  the  wound  into 
the  midst  of  the  chariot."    Thus  Ahab  died  in  his  sins. 

Elijah  had  foretold  of  him  that  he  should  meet  a  \iolent 
death,  and  that  "  In  the  place  where  dogs  had  licked  the 
blood  of  Naboth  shall  dogs  Wtk  thy  blood,  even  thine.'*  This 
latter  also  came  to  pass;  for  the  king's  body  was  brought 
back  in  his  chariot  to  his  capital.  There  at  "the  pool 
of  Samaria"  where  Naboth  had  been  slain,  "one  washed 
the  chariot,"  which  was  all  bedabbled  with  the  king's 
blood.  So  the  dogs  licked  it  up.  And  Ahab  after  all  his 
wavering  and  sin,  his  splendor  and  his  weakness,  his  good 
impulses  and  bad,  was  buried  in  his  capital  and  "slept 
at  peace." 
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and  Azmaveth :  for  the  singers  had  builded  them  villages  round  about 
Jerusalem. 

30  And  the  priests  and  the  Levites  purified  themselves,  and  puri- 
fied the  people,  and  the  gates,  and  the  wall. 

31  Then  1  brought  up  the  princes  of  Judah  upon  the  wall,  and 
appointed  two  great  companies  of  them  that  gave  thanks,  whereof  one ' 
went  on  the  right  hand  upon  the  wall  toward  the  dung  gate :  ^ 

32  And  after  them  went  Hoshaiah,  and  half  of  tne  princes  of 
Judah, 

33  And  Azariah,  Ezra,  and  MeshuUam, 

34  Judah,  and  Benjamin,  and  Shemaiah,  and  Jeremiah, 

35  And  certain  of  the  priests'  sons  with  trumpets;  namely ^  Zecha- 
riah  the  son  of  Jonathan,  the  son  of  Shemaiah,  the  son  of  Mattaniah, 
the  son  of  Michaiah,  the  son  of  Zaccur,  the  son  of  Asaph: 

36  And  his  brethren,  Shemaiah,  and  Azarael,  Milalai,  Gilalai, 
Maai,  Nethaneel,  and  Judah,  Hanani,  with  the  musical  instruments 
of  David  the  man  of  God,  and  Ezra  the  scribe  before  them. 

37.  And  at  the  fountain  gate,  which  was  over  against  them,  they 
went  up  by  the  stairs  of  the  city  of  David,  at  the  going  up  of  the 
wall,  above  the  house  of  David,  even  unto  the  water  gate  eastward. 

38  And  the  other  company  of  them  that  gave  thanks  went  over 
against  them^  and  I  after  them,  and  the  half  of  the  people  upon  the 
wall,  from  beyond  the  tower  of  the  furnaces  even  unto  the  broad  wall; 

39  And  from  above  the  gate  of  Ephraim,  and  above  the  old  gate, 
and  above  the  fishgate,  and  the  tower  of  Hananeel,  and  the  tower 
of  Meah,  even  unto  the  sheep  gate :  and  they  stood  still  in  the  prison: 
gate. 

40  So  stood  the  two  companies  of  them  that  gave  thanks  in  the 
house  of  God,  and  I,  and  the  half  of  the  rulers  with  me: 

41  And  the  priests;  Eliakim,  Maaseiah,  Miniamin,  Michaiah, 
Elioenai,  Zechariah,  and  Hananiah,  with  trumpets; 

42  And  Maaseiah,  and  Shemaiah,  and  Eleazar,  and  Uzzi,  and 
Jehohanan,  and  Malchijah,  and  Elam,  and  Ezer.  And  the  singers, 
sang  loud,  with  Jezrahiah  their  overseer. 

43  Also  that  day  they  offered  great  sacrifices,  and  rejoiced:  for 
God  had  made  them  rejoice  with  great  joy:  the  wives  also  and  the: 
children  rejoiced:  so  that  the  joy  of  Jerusalem  was  heard  even  afar  off.. 

44  ^  And  at  that  time  were  some  appointed  over  the  chambers: 
for  the  treasures,  for  the  offerings,  for  the  firstfruits,  and  for  the  tithes, 
to  gather  into  them  out  of  the  fields  of  the  cities  the  portions  of  the  law 
for  the  priests  and  Levites:  for  Judah  rejoiced  for  the  priests  and  for 
the  Levites  that  waited. 

45  And  both  the  singers  and  the  porters  kept  the  ward  of  their 
God,  and  the  ward  of  the  purification,  according  to  the  command- 
ment of  David,  and  of  Solomon  his  son. 
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46  For  in  the  days  of  David  and  Asaph  of  old  there  were  chief  of 
the  singers,  and  songs  of  praise  and  thanksgiving  unto  God. 

47  And  all  Israel  in  the  days  of  Zeruboabel,  and  in  the  days  of 


Chapter  13 


1  upon  the  reading  of  the  taw  separation  is  made  from  the  mixed  muUitude.  4  Ndiemiah  at  his  retwn  causetX 
the  chambers  to  be  cleansed.  10  He  reformeih  the  officers  in  the  house  of  Ood.  15  The  violaUon  of  the  sabbaiA, 
23  and  the  marriages  with  strange  wives. 


^AV.lu 


jN  that  day  they  read  in  the  book  of  Moses  in  the  audience  of 
the  people;  and  therein  was  found  written,  that  the  Ammonite 
and  the  Moabite  should  not  come  into  the  congregation  of 
■God  for  ever; 

2  Because  they  met  not  the  children  of  Israel  with  bread  and  wth 
water,  but  hired  Balaam  against  them,  that  he  should  curse  them: 
howbeit  our  God  turned  the  curse  into  a  blessing. 

3  Now  it  came  to  pass,  when  they  had  heara  the  law,  that  they 
separated  from  Israel  all  the  mixed  multitude. 

4  ^  And  before  this,  Eliashib  the  priest,  having  the  oversight  of 
the  chamber  of  the  house  of  our  God,  wds  allied  unto  Tobiah : 

5  And  he  had  prepared  for  him  a  great  chamber,  where  aforetime 
they  laid  the  meat  offerings,  the  frankincense,  and  the  vessels,  and 
the  tithes  of  the  corn,  the  new  wine,  and  the  oil,  which  was  commanded 
to  be  given  to  the  I^evites,  and  the  singers,  and  the  porters;  and  the 
jofferings  of  the  priests. 

6  But  in  all  this  time  was  not  I  at  Jerusalem:  for  in  the  two  and 
thirtieth  year  of  Artaxerxes  king  of  Babylon  came  I  unto  the  king, 
And  after  certain  days  obtained  I  leave  of  the  king: 

7  And  I  came  to  Jerusalem,  and  understood  of  tne  evil  that  Eliashib 
did  for  Tobiah,  in  preparing  him  a  chambei  in  the  courts  of  the  house 
of  God. 

8  And  it  grieved  me  sore:  therefore  I  cast  forth  all  the  household 
stuff  of  Tobiah  out  of  the  chamber. 

9  Then  I  commanded,  and  they  cleansed  the  chambers:  and  thither 
brought  I  again  the  vessels  of  the  house  of  God,  with  the  meat  offer- 
ing and  the  frankincense. 

10  ^  And  I  perceived  that  the  portions  of  the  Levites  had  not  been 

fiven  tliem:  for  the  Levites  and  the  singers,  that  did  the  work,  were 
ed  every  one  to  his  field. 

11  Then  contended  I  with  the  rulers,  and  said,  Why  is  the  house 
of  God  forsaken  ?  And  I  gathered  them  together,  and  set  them  in 
their  place. 

12  Then  brought  all  Judah  the  tithe  of  the  com  and  the  new  wine 
^nd  the  oil  unto  the  treasuries. 


€liiat)  ^rotecteii  hp  ^eaben'K  :f  tre 
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+ 

And  there  came  down  fire  from  heaven,  and  consumed 
him  and  his  fifty." — //.  Kings,  /,  10. 

KING  AHAB  left  two  sons,  both  of  whom  succeeded 
in  turn  to  his  throne.  Ahaziah,  the  elder,  reigned 
only  two  years;  yet  this  was  long,  enough  to  show 
that  he  would  be  an  evil  ruler,  worse  even  than  his  father. 
An  accident  overtook  him;  he  fell  from  a  window  ol  his 
palace.  Being  much  injured  he  sent,  perhaps  by  sug- 
gestion of  his  mother  Jesebel,  to  make  sacrifice  to  a  noted 
idol  of  Baal,  and  thus  secure  his  recovery. 

This  led  to  the  prophet  £lijah*s  performing  his  last 
grim  vengeance.  Appearing  suddenly  before  King  Aha- 
ziah's  messengers  he  bade  them  return  to  their  master 
and  ask  him  why  he  sought  strange  gods.  Had  he  for- 
gotten the  great  God  of  Israel  ? 

Cr>ing  out  in  diead,  ''  It  is  Elijah  the  Tishbite,"  Aha- 
ziah determined  to  rid  himself,  as  his  father  had  not 
dared,  of  this  defiant  prophet.  He  sent  fifty  soldiers  to 
seize  Elijah,  where  he  sat  waiting  upon  a  hill.  The  captain 
of  the  soldiers,  secure  in  his  weapons  and  his  men,  bade 
the  prophet  *'come  down,"  calling  him  mockingly  "Thou 
man  of  God!"  Elijah  answered  ** If  I  be  a  man  of  God, 
then  let  fire  come  down  from  heaven,  and  consume  thee 
and  thy  fifty."  Once  before  had  he  called  down  heaven's 
fire;  and  now,  as  before,  the  lightning  answered  to  his  will. 
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13  And  I  made  treasurers  over  the  treasuries,  Shelemiah  the  priest, 
and  Zadok  the  scribe,  and  of  the  Levites,  Pedaiah:  and  next  to  them 
wa^  Hanan  the  son  of  Zaccur,  the  son  of  Mattaniah :  for  they  were 
counted  faithful,  and  their  office  was  to  distribute  unto  their  brethren. 

14  Remember  me,  O  my  God,  concerning  this,  and  \vipe  not  out 
my  good  deeds  that  I  have  done  for  the  house  of  my  God,  and  for 
the  offices  thereof. 

15  1[  In  those  da^s  saw  I  in  Judah  some  treading  wine  presses  on 
the  sabbath,  and  bringing  in  sheaves,  and  lading  asses;  as  also  wine, 

5 rapes,  and  figs,  and  all  manner  of  burdens,  which  they  brought  into 
erusalem  on  the  sabbath  day:  and  I  testified  against  them  in  the 
day  wherein  they, sold  victuals. 

16  There  dwelt  men  of  Tyre  also  therein  which  brought  fish,  and 
all  manner  of  ware,  and  sold  on  the  sabbath  unto  the  children  of  Judah, 
and  in  Jerusalem. 

17  Then  I  contended  with  the  nobles  of  Judah,  and  said  unto  them, 
What  evil  thing  is  this  that  ye  do,  and  profane  the  sabbath  day  ? 

18  Did  not  your  fathers  thus,  and  did  not  our  God  bring  all  this 
evil  upon  us,  and  upon  this  city  ?  yet  ye  bring  more  wrath  upon  Israel 
by  profaning  the  saobath. 

19  And  it  came  to  pass,  that  when  the  gates  of  Jerusalem  began  to 
be  dark  before  the  sabbath,  I  commanded  that  the  gates  should  be 
shut,  and  charged  that  they  should  not  be  opened  till  after  the  sab- 
bath: and  som£  of  my  servants  set  I  at  the  gates,  that  there  should 
no  burden  be  brought  in  on  the  sabbath  day. 

20  So  the  merchants  and  sellers  of  all  kinds  of  ware  lodged  with- 
out Jerusalem  once  or  twice. 

21  Then  I  testified  against  them,  and  said  unto  them.  Why  lodge 
ye  about  the  wall  ?  if  ye  do  so  again,  I  will  lay  hands  on  you.  From 
that  time  forth  came  they  no  Toore  on  the  sabbath. 

22  And  I  commanded  the  I^evites  that  thev  should  cleanse  them- 
selves,  and  that  they  should  come  and  keep  the  gates,  to  sanctify 
the  sabbath  day.  Remember  me,  O  my  God,  coneeming  this  also, 
and  spare  me  according  to  the  greatness  of  thy  mercy. 

23  \  In  those  days  also  saw  I  Jews  that  had  married  wives  of 
Ashdod,  of  Ammon,  and  of  Moab: 

24  And  their  children  spake  half  in  the  speech  of  Ashdod,  and 
could  not  speak  in  the  Jews'  language,  but  according  to  the  language 
of  each  people. 

25  And  1  contended  with  them,  and  cursed  them,  and  smote  cer- 
tain of  them,  and  plucked  off  their  hair,  and  made  them  swear  by 
God,  sayinOy  Ye  shall  not  give  your  daughters  unto  their  sons,  nor 
take  their  daughters  linto  your  sons,  or  for  yourselves. 

26  Did  not  Solomon  king  of  Israel  sin  by  these  things  ?  yet  among 
many  nations  was  there  no  king  like  him,  who  was  beloved  of  his 
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God,  and  God  made  him  king  over  all  Israel:  nevertheless  even  him 
did  outlandish  women  cause  to  sin. 

^7  Shall  we  then  hearken  unto  you  to  do  all  this  great  evil,  to  trans- 
gress against  our  God  in  marrying  strange  wives  ? 

S8  And  one  of  the  sons  of  Joiada,  the  son  of  Eliashib  the  high 
priest,  was  son-in-law  to  Sanballat  the  Horonite:  therefore  I  chased 
him  from  me. 

29  Remember  them,  O  my  God,  because  they  have  defiled  the 
priesthood,  and  the  covenant  of  the  priesthood,  and  of  the  Levites. 

30  Thus  cleansed  I  them  from  all  strangers,  and  appointed  the 
wards  of  the  priests  and  the  Levites,  every  one  in  his  business; 

31  And  for  the  wood  offering,  at  times  appointed,  and  for  the 
firstfruits.    Remember  me,  O  my  God,  for  good. 
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iUng  ^^ia^'a  Boom 

BY  XAVIER  MELLERT,   A  CONTEMPORARY  GERMAN 

ARTIST. 


**Thou  shalt  not  come  down  off  that  bed  on  which  thou 
art  gone  up,  but  shalt  surely  die.** — //.  Kings,  1/16, 

THIS  slaying  of  the  soldiers  was  Elijah's  great  public 
rebuke  of  IsraeFs  insolence  and  faithlessness.  Three 
times  did  King  Ahaziah  send  soldiers  to  the  hill 
whereon  the  prophet  sat.  Twice  did  the  lightning  destroy 
them;  so  that  the  third  captain  came  humbly,  and  knelt  to 
Elijah,  entreating  to  be  spared.  "And  the  angel  of  the 
Lord  said  luito  Elijah,  Go  down  with  him:  be  not  afraid 
of  him.  And  he  arose,  and  went  down  with  him  unto  the 
king." 

The  fierce  spirit  of  King  Ahaziah  had  all  died  out  of 
him  at  this  terrible  lesson,  and  he  listened  crushed  and 
broken,  while  Elijah,  firm  and  abrupt  as  ever,  declared 
to  him  his  doom.  "Thus  saith  the  Lord,  Forasmuch  as 
thou  hast  send  messengers  to  enquire  of  Baal-sebub," 
therefore  the  king  was  to  die  without  ever  rising  from  his 
bed  of  pain.  Even  so  it  was.  Ahaziah  died,  and  his 
brother  Joram  or  Jehoram,  Jezebel's  second  son,  suc- 
ceeded to  the  throne.  He  succeeded  also  to  the  heritage 
of  the  curse  which  had  been  pronounced  against  all  the 
race  of  Ahab. 
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Introbttction  to  tfie  ilooit  of  Csctfier 

The  right  of  the  Book  of  Esther  to  be  included  among  the  canonical  or  inspired  Scrip- 
tures was  not  granted  without  serious  opposition  on  the  part  of  Jewish  rabbis,  and  it  haa 
been  much  doubted  by  Christian  writers.  Some  have  objected  to  the  book's  lack  of  religious 
teaching;  others  to  its  uncertain  historical  character.  But  among  the  mass  of  Jews  the  book 
has  always  been  a  particularly  popular  work.  It  accounts  for  the  origin  of  one  of  their 
feasts,  that  of  Piurim,  to  the  observance  of  which  it  seeks  to  encourage  the  people;  and  its 
reading  aloud  constitutes  one  of  the  main  features  of  that  occasion. 

Its  authorship  is  wholly  unknown.  It  seems  by  its  character  to  be  of  comparatively 
late  date,  most  probably  the  third  century  B.C.  if  nbt  later.  The  book  treats  of  Uie  fate  of 
the  Jews  while  dwelling  in  Babylonia  imder  the  Persian  kings.  It  tells  of  a  special  danger 
which  threatened  the  race  in  the  days  of  the  king  Ahasuerus,  and  of  their  deliverance  by 
Esther  and  Mordecai.  Ahasuerus  is  probably  identical  with  the  Xerxes  whom  the  Greeks 
defeated;  and  as  this  monarch's  reign  extended  from  B.C.  485  to  465  the  events  narrated 
would  have  occurred  during  the  unrecorded  interval  of  sixty  years  in  the  middle  of  the  book 
of  Ezra.  Apparently,  however,  the  entire  story  should  be  regarded  rather  as  a  poetic 
romance  or  allegory,  than  as  positive  history.    Its  literary  qualities  are  undeniable. 

The  placing  of  ''Esther"  in  the  sequence  of  the  biblical  books  has  varied  widely.  The 
English  Bible  places  it,  as  here,  last  of  ihe  historical  books;  but  the  Jews  place  it  among  the 
latest  of  the  Kethubhim  or  Hagiographa,  that  is,  the  sacred  writings  other  than  the  Law 
and  the  Prophets. 

The  Greek  version  of  the  Bible  adds  to  the  story  of  Esther  passages  which  do  not  exist 
in  the  Hebrew,  and  have  never  been  part  of  the  Hebrew  canon.  Hence  these  passages  are 
not  included  in  modern  Protestant  Bibles,  though  they  are  accepted  by  the  Catholic  Church 
along  with  the  other  apocryphal  books.  The  passages  add  much  to  the  religious  tone  at 
the  story. 
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Csitfjer 

chapter  t 

toromt.     \3  AInuumUtbilOitaninMlet  Urmuani 

OW  it  came  to  pass  in  the  davs  of  Ahasuenis,' 
(this  is  Ahasiierus  which  reigned,  from  India 
even  unto  Ethiopia,  ot^er  an  hundred  and 
seven  and  twenty  provinces:) 

2  That  in  those  days,  when  the  king 
Ahasuerus  sat  on  the  throne  of  his  kingdom, 
which  was  in  Shushan  the  palace, 

3  In  the  third  year  of  his  reign,  he  made  a 
feast  unto  all  his  princes  and  his  ser\'ants;  the 
power  of  Persia  and  Media,  the  nobles  and 

Srinces  of  the  provinces,  being  before  him: 
e  riches  of  his  glorious  kingdom  and  the 
honour  of  his  excellent  majesty  many  days,  even  an  hundred  and 
fourscore  days. 

5  And  when  these  days  were  expired,  the  king  made  a  feast  uiito 
all  the  people  that  were  present  in  Shushan  the  palace,  both  unto 
great  and  small,  seven  days,  in  the  court  of  the  garden  of  the  king's 
palace; 

6  Where  were  white,  green,  and  blue,  hangings,  fastened  with  cords 
of  fine  Unen  and  purple  to  silver  rings  and  pillars  of  marble:  the  lieds' 
were  of  gold  and  silver,  upon  a  pavement  of  red,  and  blue,  and  white, 
and  black  marble. 

7  And  they  gave  them  drink  in  vessels  of  gold,  (the  vessels  being 
diverse  one  from  another,)  and  royal  wine  in  abimdance,  according 
to  the  state  of  the  king. 

■This  Ahasuerus  has  bepn  vanausL}'  Identlfint.     He  w 

ant  raMiiioned  in  the  Book  of  Kin.  r'- ^ '-■ 

Thai  is.  thL-  coucbes  on  wbicb  Ibey  rec 
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FROM   THE    SERIES    BY    GUSTAVE    DORE. 

+ 

*'  They  looked  unto  the  multitude,  and,  hehM,  they  were 
dead  bodies  fallen  to  the  earth,  and  none  escaped.** — II, 
Chron.,  20,  2J^, 


JEHOSHAPHAT,  the  good  king  of  Judah.  who  had 
made  alliance  with  Ahab,  allied  himself  also  with 
the  latter's  sons;  but  after  Ahaziah*s  tragic  death, 
Jehoshaphat  realized  the  danger  of  comradeship  with  the 
evil  rulers  of  Israel.  He  devoted  himself  more  fully  to 
the  care  of  his  own  kingdom,  and  to  the  service  of 
God. 

In  his  reign,  God  gave  to  Judah  a  strange  and  signal 
deliverance  from  her  foes.  A  powerful  alliance  had  been 
formed  against  Judah  by  the  Moabites,  Ammonites  and 
otliers.  Feeling  himself  unable  to  meet  the  vast  army 
which  marched  against  him,  Jehoshaphat  put  the  matter 
wholly  in  the  hands  of  the  Lord,  proclaimed  a  fast  through- 
out Israel,  and  upraised  to  heaven  a  solemn  and  beauUful 
prayer.  At  the  close  of  this  a  prophet  assured  the  devout 
monarch  of  deliverance;  and  he  and  all  his  people  marched 
out  against  the  enemy  in  peaceful  procession,  chanting 
hymns  of  thanksgiving.  Thus  they  came  to  a  mound 
overlooking  the  wilderness,  where,  to  their  amazement, 
they  saw  outspread  before  them  the  dead  bodies  of  all 
their  enemies.  God  had  put  dissension  into  the  invaders* 
hearts,  so  that  they  had  fought  one  against 
the  other,  until  all  were  slain. 
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8  And  the  drinking  was  according  to  the  law;  none  did  compel: 
for  so  the  king  had  appointed  to  all  the  officers  of  his  house,  tnat 
they  should  do  according  to  every  man's  pleasure. 

9  Also  Vashti  the  queen  made  a  feast  tor  the  women  in  the  royaf 
house  which  belonged  to  king  Ahasuerus. 

10  ^  On  the  seventh  day,  when  the  heart  of  the  king  was  merry' 
with  wine,  be  commanded  Mehuman,  Biztha,  Harbona,  Bigtha,. 
and  Abagtha,  Zethar,  and  Carcas,  the  seven  chamberlains  that  served 
in  the  presence  of  Ahasuerus  the  king, 

11  To  bring  Vashti  the  queen  before  the  king  with  the  crown  royal,, 
to  shew  the  people  and  the  princes  her  beauty:  for  she  was  fair  ta 
look  on. 

12  But  the  queen  Vashti  refused  to  come  at  the  king's  command^ 
ment  by  his  chamberlains:  therefore  was  the  king  very  wroth,  and 
his  anger  burned  in  him. 

13  ^Then  the  king  said  to  the  wdse  men,  which  knew  the  times, 
(for  so  was  the  king's  manner  toward  all  that  knew  law  and  judgment: 

14  And  the  next  unto  him  was  Carshena,  Shethar,  Admatha, 
Tarshish,  Meres,  Marsena,  and  Memucan,  the  seven  princes  of 
Persia  and  Media,  which  saw  the  king's  face,  and  which  sat  the  first 
in  the  kingdom ;) 

15  What  shall  we  do  unto  the  queen  Vashti  according  to  law, 
because  she  hath  not  performed  the  commandment  of  the  king  Aha- 
suerus by  the  chamberlains  ? 

16  And  Memucan  answered  before  the  king  and  the  princesr^ 
Vashti  the  queen  hath  not  done  wrong  to  the  king  only,  but  also  to  all 
the  princes,  and  to  all  the  people  that  are  in  all  the  provinces  of  the 
king  Ahasuerus. 

17  For  this  deed  of  the  queen  shall  come  abroad  unto  all  women,, 
so  that  they  shall  despise  their  husbands  in  their  eyes,  when  it  shall 
be  reported.  The  king  Ahasuerus  commanded  Vashti  the  queen  to  be 
brought  in  before  him,  but  she  came  not. 

18  Likewise  shall  the  ladies  of  Persia  and  Media  sav  this  day  unto 
all  the  king's  princes,  which  have  heard  of  the  deed  of  the  queen^ 
Thus  sliaU  there  arise  too  much  contempt  and  wrath. 

19  If  it  please  the  king,  let  there  go  a  royal  commandment  from 
him,  and  let  it  be  written  among  the  laws  of  the  Persians  and  the 
^ledes,  that  it  be  not  altered,  That  Vashti  come  no  more  before  king 
Ahasuerus;  and  let  the  king  give  her  royal  estate  unto  another  that 
is  better  than  she. 

20  And  when  the  king's  decree  which  he  shall  make  shall  be  pub- 
lished throughout  all  his  empire,  (for  it  is  great,)  all  the  wives  shall 
give  to  their  husbands  honour,  both  to  great  and  small. 

21  And  the  saying  pleased  the  king  and  the  princes;  and  the  king 
did  according  to  the  word  of  Memucan: 
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22  For  he  sent  letters  into  all  the  king's  provinces,  into  every 
province  according  to  the  writing  thereof,  and  to  every  people  after 
their  language,  that  every  man  should  bear  rule  in  his  own  house, 
and  that  it  should  be  published  according  to  the  language  of  every 
people. 

Cfiapter  2 

1  Out  of  the  dtoiee  of  virgins  a  aueen  it  to  be  chosen.  5  Morderai  the  nurting  father  of  Edher.  8  EsOur  it 
jfref erred  by  Hegai  oejore  the  red.  12  The  manner  of  purification,  and  going  tn  to  the  king.  15  BtUier  bett 
jUeiuing  the  king  is  nuuU  queen.    21  Mordecai  discovering  a  treason  is  recorded  in  the  chromeUs. 

FTER  these  things,  when  the  wrath  of  king  Ahasuerus  was 
appeased,  he  remembered  Vashti,  and  what  she  had  done, 
and  what  was  decreed  against  her. 

2  Then  said  the  king's  servants  that  ministered  unto  him.  Let 
there  be  fair  young  virgins  sought  for  the  king: 

3  And  let  the  king  appoint  officers  in  all  the  provinces  of  his  king- 
dom, that  they  may  gatner  together  all  the  fair  young  virgins  unto 
.Shushan  the  palace,  to  the  house  of  the  women,  unto  the  custody  of 
Hege  the  king's  chamberlain,  keeper  of  the  women;  and  let  their 
things  for  purification  be  given  them: 

4  And  let  the  maiden  which  pleaseth  the  king  be  queen  instead  of 
Vashti.     And  the  thing  pleased  the  king;  and  he  did  so. 

5  T[  Now  in  Shushan  the  palace  there  was  a  certain  Jew,  whose 
name  wm  Mordecai,  the  son  of  Jair,  the  son  of  Shimei,  the  son  of 
Kish,  a  Benjamite; 

6  Who  had  been  carried  away  from  Jerusalem  with  the  captivity 
which  had  been  carried  away  with  Jeconiah^  king  of  Judah,  whom 
Nebuchadnezzar  the  king  of  Babylon  had  carried  away. 

7  And  he  brought  up  Hadassah,  that  is,  Esther,  his  uncle's  daughter: 
for  she  had  neither  father  nor  mother,  and  the  maid  was  fair  and 
beautiful;  whom  Mordecai,  when  her  father  and  mother  were  dead, 
took  for  his  own  daughter. 

8  ^  So  it  came  to  pass,  when  the  king's  commandment  and  his 
<lecree  was  heard,  and  when  many  maidens  were  gathered  together 
unto  Shushan  the  palace,  to  the  custody  of  Hegai,  that  Esther  was 
brought  also  unto  the  king's  house,  to  the  custody  of  Hegai,  keeper 
of  the  women. 

9  And  the  maiden  pleased  him,  and  she  obtained  kindness  of  him; 
;and  he  speedily  gave  her  her  things  for  purification,  with  such  things 
SLS  belonged  to  her,  and  seven  maidens,  which  were  meet  to  be  given 
her,  out  of  the  king's  house :  and  he  preferred  her  and  her  maids  unto 
the  best  pldce  of  the  house  of  the  women. 

10  Esther  had  not  shewed  her  people  nor  her  kindred:  for  Mordecai 
had  charged  her  that  she  should  not  shew  it. 

*Tbe  same  as  Jehoiachin. 


W\^t  Cfiariot  of  Sivt 

BY   .ABRAHAM   BIX>EMA£BT«   TH£   DTTTCH   MASTEB» 

DIED  1658. 

There  appeared  a  chariot  ofjire,  and  horses  offire^  and 
parted  Uiem  both  asunder;  and  Elijah  went  up  by  a  whirl- 
unnd  into  heaven J^ — ■//.  Kings,  2,  IL 

WE  can  not  place,  exactly,  the  period  of  the 
prophet  Elijah's  remarkable  passing  from  this 
world.  His  last  public  mission  was  the  doom> 
ing  of  King  Ahaziah.  Somewhere  in  the  years  that  fol- 
lowed this,  he  felt  that  his  time  was  come.  During  his 
declining  days  he  had  apparently,  like  the  former  prophet 
Samuel,  taught  the  schools  of  prophets.  So  now,  accom- 
panied by  his  chosen  disciple  Elisha,  h^  made  a  last  visit 
to  these  schools  at  Bethel  and  at  Jericho.  Here  the  young 
prophets  foresaw  dimly,  and  whispered  to  Elisha,  that  the 
great  Elijah  was  to  be  taken  from  them  that  day.  Also 
Elijah  himself,  as  if  in  fear  and  pity  for  his  disciple,  bade 
Elisha  stay  behind.  But  Elisha  refused  to  be  turned  from 
hb  master  and  followed  him  devotedly.  Elijah  opened 
Jordan  before  them  as  if  by  a  miracle,  so  that  master  and 
pupil  crossed  over  dryshod. 

Then  came  the  marvellous  thing,  most  noted  of  all  the 

miracles  of  the  Old  Testament.     As  the  two  prophets 

advanced    in    earnest   converse    toward    the    wilderness, 

almost  it  must  have  been  where  God  had  taken  Moses 

from  among  men,  a  similar  glory  was  given  to  Elijah. 

A  chariot  of  fire  appeared;  and  Elijah  was  swept  up  as 

by  a  whirlwind  toward  Grod.     He  is  the  third  among  the 

sons  of  men  of  whom  this  heavenward  departure 

without  death  seems  implied;  he  is  the  first 

of  whom  it  is  definitely  stated. 
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11  And  Mordecai  walked  every  day  before  the  court  of  the  women's 
house,  to  know  how  Esther  did,  and  what  should  become  of  her. 

12  f  Now  when  every  maid's  turn  was  come  to  go  in  to  king  Aha- 
suerus,  after  that  she  had  been  twelve  months,  according  to  the  man- 
ner of  the  women,  (for  so  were  the  days  of  their  purification  accom- 
plished, to  vnty  six  months  with  oil  oi  myrrh,  and  six  months  with 
sweet  odours,  and  with  other  things  for  the  purifying  of  the  women ;) 

13  Then  thus  came  every  maiden  unto  the  King;  whatsoever  she 
desired  was  given  her  to  go  with  her  out  of  the  house  of  the  women 
unto  the  king's  house. 

14  In  the  evening  she  went,  and  on  the  morrow  she  returned  into 
the  second  house  of  the  women,  to  the  custody  of  Shaashgaz,  the 
king's  chamberlain,  which  kept  the  concubines:  she  came  in  unto 
the  king  no  more,  except  the  king  delighted  in  her,  and  that  she  were 
called  by  name. 

15  ^  Now  when  the  turn  of  Esther,  the  daughter  of  Abihail  the 
uncle  of  Mordecai,  who  had  taken  her  for  his  daughter,  was  come  to 
go  in  unto  the  kinff,  she  required  nothing  but  what  Hegai  the  king's 
chamberlain,  the  Keeper  of  the  women,  appointed.  And  Esther 
obtained  favour  in  the  sight  of  all  them  that  looked  upon  her. 

16  So  Esther  was  taken  unto  the  king  Ahasuerus  into  his  house 
royal  in  the  tenth  month,  which  is  the  month  Tebeth,  in  the  seventh 
year  of  his  reign. 

17  And  the  King  loved  Esther  above  all  the  women,  and  she  ob- 
tained grace  and  favour  in  his  sight  more  than  all  the  virgins;  so  that 
he  set  the  royal  crown  upon  her  head,  and  made  her  queen  instead  of 
Vashti. 

18  Then  the  king  made  a  great  feast  unto  all  his  princes  and  his 
servants,  even  Esther's  feast;  and  he  made  a  release  to  the  provinces, 
and  gave  gifts,  according  to  the  state  of  the  king. 

19  And  when  the  virgins  were  gathered  together  the  second  time, 
then  Mordecai  sat  in  the  king's  gate. 

20  Esther  had  not  yet  shewed  her  kindred  nor  her  people;  as  Mor- 
decai had  charged  her :  for  Esther  did  the  commandment  of  Mordecai, 
like  as  when  she  was  brought  up  with  him. 

21  Tf  In  those  days,  while  Mordecai  sat  in  the  king's  gate,  two  of 
the  king's  chamberlains,  Bigthan  and  Teresh,  of  those  which  kept 
the  door,  were  wroth,  and  sought  to  lay  hand  on  the  king  Aha- 
suerus. 

22  And  the  thing  was  known  to  Mordecai,  who  told  it  unto  Esther 
the  queen;  and  Esther  certified  the  king  thereof  in  Mordecai's 
name. 

23  And  when  inquisition  was  made  of  the  matter,  it  was  found  out; 
therefore  they  were  both  hanged  on  a  tree:  and  it  was  written  in  the 
book  of  the  chronicles  before  the  king. 
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Cliapter  3 


1  Haman,  advanced  by  the  king,  and  deepieed  hy  Mardecai,  eeekdh  revenoe  upon  att  Oke  Jew.    7  He  euteOt  laU, 
8  He  oUaindh  fry  calumniation  a  decree  of  the  king  to  putihe  Jew  to  death. 


FTER  these  things  did  king  Ahasuenis  promote  Haman  the 
son  of  Hammedatha  the  Agagite,  and  advanced  him,  and 
set  his  seat  above  all  the  princes  that  were  \iith  him. 

2  And  all  the  king's  servants,  that  were  in  the  king's  gate,  bowed, 
and  reverenced  Haman :  for  the  king  had  so  commandea  concerning 
him.     But  Mordecai  bowed  not,  nor  did  him  reverence. 

3  Then  the  king's  servants,  which  were  in  the  king's  gate,  said 
unto  Mordecai,  Why  transgressest  thou  the  Idtig's  commandment  ? 

4  Now  it  came  to  pass,  when  they  spake  daily  unto  him,  and  he 
hearkened  not  unto  them,  that  they  told  Haman,  to  see  whether 
Mordecai's  matters  would  stand:  for  he  had  told  them  that  he  was 
a  Jew. 

5  And  when  Haman  saw  that  Mordecai  bowed  not,  nor  did  him 
reverence,  then  was  Hapian  full  of  wrath. 

6  And  he  thought  scorn  to  lay  hands  on  Mordecai  alone;  for  they 
had  shewed  him  the  people  of  Mordecai:  wherefore  Haman  sought 
to  destroy  all  the  Jews  tnat  were  throughout  the  whole  kingdom  of 
Ahasuerus,  even  the  people  of  ]Mordecai. 

7  ^  In  the  first  montn,  that  w,  the  month  Nisan,  in  the  twelfth 
year  of  king  Ahasuerus,  they  cast  Pur,  that  w,  the  lot,  before  Haman 
from  day  to  day,  and  from  month  to  month,  to  the  twelfth  maniK 
that  isy  the  month  Adar. 

8  ^  And  Haman  said  unto  king  Ahasuerus,  There  is  a  certain 
people  scattered  abroad  and  dispersed  among  the  people  in  all  the 
provinces  of  thy  kingdom ;  and  their  laws  are  aiverse  from  all  people; 
neither  keep  they  the  king's  laws:  therefore  it  is  not  for  the  king's 
profit -to  suffer  them. 

9  If  it  please  the  king,  let  it  be  written  that  they  may  be  destroyed: 
and  I  will  pay  ten  thousand  talents  of  silver  to  the  hands  of  those  "that 
have  the  cnarge  of  the  business,  to  bring  it  into  the  king's  treasuries. 

10  And  the  king  took  his  ring  from  his  hand,  and  gave  it  unto 
Haman  the  son  of  Hammedatha  the  Agagite,  the  Jews'  enemy. 

11  And  the  king  said  unto  Haman,  The  silver  is  given  to  thee, 
the  people  also,  to  do  with  them  as  it  seemeth  good  to  thee. 

12  Tnen  were  the  king's  scribes  called  on  the  thirteenth  day  of 
the  first  month,  and  there  was  written  according  to  all  that  Hainan 
had  commanded  unto  the  king's  lieutenants,  and  to  the  governors 
that  were  over  every  province,  and  to  the  rulers  of  every  people  of 
every  province  according  to  the  writing  thereof,  and  to  every  people 
after  their  language;  in  the  name  of  Icing  Ahasuerus  was  it  written, 
and  sealed  with  the  king's  ring. 

13  And  the  letters  were  sent  by  posts  into  all  the  king's  provinces. 


THE  prophet  Elisha,  as 
deaij  bonw  beav«ni 
"My  father,  my  fath. 
the  horsemen  thereof!"  A  n 
long  echoed  through  history  a 
ary  glories  of  (rod's  majesty, 
upon  himself  the  duties  ol 
prophetic  mantle  had  fallen  hr 
tie  Elbha  took.  Returning  t 
its  waters  with  the  mantle,  as 
as  before,  the  waters  parted, 
safety  to  Jericho. 

There  the  young  men  of  I 
them,  bad  awaited  him,  wi 
afar.  They  prostrated  them: 
"The  spirit  of  Elijah  doth 
their  urgency,  Elisha  permit 
wilderness  for  their  former  m 
of  him.  Meanwhile  Elisha 
power,  and  also  of  the  genti 
blessed  the  bitter  waters  a 
became  sweet,  and  all  men  m 
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to  destroy,  to  kill,  and  to  cause  to  perish,  all  Jews,  both  young  and 
old,  little  children  and  women,  in  one  day,  even,  upon  the  thirteenth 
day  of  the  twelfth  month,  which  is  the  month  Adar,  and  to  take  the 
spoil  of  them  for  a  prey. 

14  The  copy  of  the  writing  for  a  commandment  to  be  given  in 
every  province  was  published  unto  all  people,  that  they  should  be 
ready  against  that  day. 

15  The  posts  went  out,  being  hastened  by  the  king's  command- 
ment, and  the  decree  was  given  in  Shushan  the  palace.  And  the 
king  and  Haman  sat  down  to  drink;  but  the  city  Shushan  was  per- 
plexed. 

Chapter  4 

1  The  great  mourning  of  Mordecai  and  the  Jews.  4  Bether,  underetandinq  U,  eendeth  to  Mordecai,  uho  theweOk 
the  cause,  and  adviseth  her  to  undertake  the  suit.  10  She  excusing  herself  is  threatened  by  Mordecai,  15  She 
appointing  a  fast  undertaketh  the  suit, 

HEN  Mordecai  perceived  all  that  was  done,  Mordecai  rent 
his  clothes,  and  put  on  sackcloth  with  ashes,  and  went  out 
into  the  midst  of  tne  city,  and  cried  with  a  loud  and  a  bitter  cry ; 

2  And  came  even  before  the  king's  gate:  for  none  might  enter  into 
the  king's  gate  clothed  with  sackcloth. 

3  And  in  every  province,  whithersoever  the  king's  commandment 
and  his  decree  came,  there  wa^  great  mourning  among  the  Jews,  and 
fasting,  and  weeping,  and  wailing;  and  many  lay  in  sackcloth  and 
ashes. 

4  T[  So  Esther's  maids  and  her  chamberlains  came  and  told  it  her. 
Then  was  the  queen  exceedingly  grieved;  and  she  sent  raiment  to 
clothe  Mordecai,  and  to  take  away  his  sackcloth  from  him:  but  he 
received  it  not. 

5  Then  called  Esther  for  Hatach,  one  of  the  king's  chamberlains, 
whom  he  had  appointed  to  attend  upon  her,  and  gave  him  a  com- 
mandment to  Mordecai,  to  know  what  it  was,  and  why  it  was. 

6  So  Hatach  went  forth  to  Mordecai  unto  the  street  of  the  city, 
which  wa^  before  the  king's  gate. 

7  And  Mordecai  told  him  of  all  that  had  happened  unto  him,  and 
of  the  sum  of  the  money  that  Haman  had  promised  to  pay  to  the 
king's  treasuries  for  the  Jews,  to  destroy  them. 

8  Also  he  gave  him  the  copy  of  the  writing  of  the  decree  that  was 
given  at  Shushan  to  destroy  them,  to  shew  it  unto  Esther,  and  to 
declare  it  unto  her,  and  to  charge  her  that  she  should  go  in  unto  the 
king,  to  make,  supplication  unto  him,  and  to  make  request  before 
him  for  her  people. 

9  And  Hatacn  came  and  told  Esther  the  words  of  Mordecai. 

10  ^  Again  Esther  spake  unto  Hatach,  and  gave  him  command- 
ment unto  Mordecai; 

11  All  the  king's  servants,  and  the  people  of  the  king's  provinces, 
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do  know,  that  whosoever,  whether  man  or  woman,  shall  come  unto 
the  king  into  the  inner  court,  who  is  not  called,  there  is  one  law  of 
his  to  put  him  to  death,  except  such  to  whom  the  king  shall  hold  out 
the  golden  sceptre,  that  he  may  live:  but  I  have  not  been  called  to 
come  in  unto  the  king  these  thirty  davs. 

12  And  thCT  told  to  Mordecai  Esther's  words. 

13  Then  Mordecai  conunanded  to  answer  Esther,  Think  not  with 
thyself  that  thou  shalt  escape  in  the  king's  house,  more  than  all  the 
Jews. 

14  For  if  thou  altogether  boldest  thy  peace  at  this  thne,  then  shall 
there  enlargement  and  deliverance  arise  to  the  Jews  from  another 
place;  but  thou  and  thy  father's  house  shall  be  destroyed:  and  who 
knoweth  whether  thou  art  come  to  the  kingdom  for  siich  a  time  as  this  ? 

15  %  Then  Esther  bade  them  return  IVlordecai  this  answer, 

16  Go,  gather  together  all  the  Jews  that  are  present  in  Shushan, 
and  fast  ye  for  me,  and  neither  eat  nor  drink  three  days,  night  or  day: 
I  also  and  my  maidens  will  fast  likewise;  and  so  will  I  go  m  unto  the 
king,  which  is  not  according  to  the  law :  and  if  I  perish,  I  perish. 

17  So  Mordecai  went  his  way,  and  did  according  to  all  that  Esther 
had  commanded  him. 

Chapter  5 

1  Etther,  adventuring  on  the  king's  favour^  obtaineth  (he  grace  of  (he  golden  aeeptre,  and  inviieih  the  king  and  HaTn^.n 
to  a  banquet.  6  She,  being  encouragelh  bv  the  king  in  her  euit,  invUeth  them  to  another  banquet  the  next  day.  9  Hg- 
man,  proud  of  hie  advancement,  rejrineth  at  the  contempt  of  Mordecai,  l^  By  the  counm  of  Zereah  he  buUdetk 
for  him  a  galiowa. 

OW  it  came  to  pass  on  the  third  day,  that  Esther  put  on  her 
royal  apparel^  and  stood  in  the  inner  court  of  the  king's  house, 
over  against  the  king's  house :  and  the  king  sat  upon  his  royal 
throne  in  the  royal  house,  over  against  the  gate  of  the  house. 

2  And  it  was  so,  when  the  king  saw  Estner  the  queen  standing  in 
the  court,  that  she  obtained  favour  in  his  sight:  and  the  king  held  out 
to  Esther  the  golden  sceptre  that  was  in  his  hand.  So  Esther  drew 
near,  and  touched  the  top  of  the  sceptre. 

3  Then  said  the  king  unto  her,  What  wilt  thou,  queen  Esther? 
and  what  is  thy  request  ?  it  shall  be  even  given  thee  to  the  half  of  the 
kingdom.         ^    ^  ^ 

4  And  Esther  answered.  If  it  seem  good  unto  the  king,  let  the  kin2 
and  Haman  come  this  day  unto  the  banquet  that  I  have  prepared 
for  him. 

5  Then  the  king  said.  Cause  Haman  to  make  haste,  that  he  may 
do  as  Esther  hath  said.  So  the  king  and  Haman  came  to  the  banquet 
that  Esther  had  prepared. 

6  ^  And  the  king  said  unto  Esther  at  the  banquet  of  wine.  What 
is  thy  petition  ?  and  it  shall  be  granted  thee:  and  what  is  thy  request? 
even  to  the  half  of  the  kingdom  it  shall  be  performed. 
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And  there  came  forth  two  she  bears  out  cfthe  toood^  and 
tare  forty  and  two  children  of  them" — II,  Kings^  2,  £4, 

PASSING  now  upon  his  way  up  into  the  mountains, 
EHsha  was  ridiculed  by  a  party  of  children,  or 
more  probably  young  men,  who  met  him  near  the 
town  of  Beth-el.  Their  mockery  was  directed  against 
his  religion  even  more  than  against  himself.  They  had 
heard  of  Elijah's  remarkable  ascent  into  the  skies,  heard 
it  with  disbelief;  and,  comparing  Elijah^s  shaggy  appear- 
ance with  the  more  reverend  aspect  of  his  successor,  they 
cried  to  Elisha,  "Go  up,  bald  head."  One  version  of  the 
Bible  says  also  that  they  stoned  the  prophet.  At  any 
rate,  he  turned  and  called  down  upon  them  a  curse.  At 
once  two  bears  coming  from  the  wood  tore,  the  Bible 
does  not  say  they  slew,  forty-two  of  the  children. 

The  incident  is  not  pleasant,  and  it  is  unlike  eveiything 
else  in  the  career  and  character  of  the  gentle  Elisha.  So 
there  must  have  been  some  strong  necessity  underiying 
it.  Always  elsewhere  Elisha's  course  is  one  of  mercy. 
Though  we  find  him  firmly  rebuking  King  Jehoram  of 
Israel  when  once  this  king  and  the  good  Jehoshaphat  of 
Judah  led  an  army  against  Moab,  yet  even  there  the 
prophet  followed  up  his  rebuke  with  kindness.  The  kings' 
armies  would  all  have  been  destroyed  by  thirst,  had  not 
Elisha  rescued  them. 
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7  Then  answered  Esther,  and  said,  My  petition  and  my  request  is; 

8  If  I  have  found  favour  in  the  sight  of  tne  king,  and  if  it  please  the 
king  to  grant  my  petition,  and  to  perform  my  request,  let  the  king 
and  Haman  come  to  the  banquet  that  I  shall  prepare  for  them,  ana 
I  will  do  to-morrow  as  the  king  hath  said. 

9  ^  Then  went  Haman  forth  that  day  joyful  and  with  a  glad  heart : 
but  w^hen  Haman  saw  Mordecai  in  the  king's  gate,  that  he  stood  not 
up,  nor  moved  for  him,  he  was  full  of  indignation  against  Mordecai. 

10  Nevertheless  Haman  refrained  himself:  and  when  he  came 
home,  he  sent  and  called  for  his  friends,  and  Zeresh  his  wife. 

11  And  Haman  told  them  of  the  glory  of  his  riches,  and  the  mul- 
titude of  his  children,  and  all  the  things  wherein  the  king  had  pro- 
moted him,  and  how  he  had  advanced  him  above  the  princes  and 
servants  of  the  king. 

12  Haman  said  moreover.  Yea,  Esther  the  queen  did  let  no  man 
come  in  with  the  king  unto  the  banquet  that  she  had  prepared 
but  myself;  and  to-morrow  am  I  invited  unto  her  also  with  the  king. 

13  Yet  all  this  availeth  me  nothing,  so  long  as  I  see  Mordecai  the 
Jew  sitting  at  the  king's  gate. 

14  Then  said  Zeresh  his  wife  and  all  his  friends  unto  him.  Let  a 
gallows  be  made  of  fifty  cubits  high,  and  to-morrow  speak  thou  unto 
the  king  that  Mordecai  may  be  hanged  thereon:  then  go  thou  in 
merrily  with  the  king  unto  the  banquet.  And  the  thing  pleased 
Haman;  and  he  caused  the  gallows  to  oe  made, 

Cliapter  6 

1  Ahamenu,  reading  in  the  chronicles  of  the  good  service  done  bj/  Mordecai,  takeih  care  for  his  reward.  4  Haman 
coming  to  sue  that  Mordecai  might  be  hanged,  unawares  giveth  counsel  that  he  might  do  him  honour.  12  Complaining 
of  his  misfortune,  his  friends  tell  him  of  his  final  destiny. 
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N  that  night  could  not  the  king  sleep,  and  he  commanded 
to  bring  tne  book  of  records  of  the  chronicles;  and  they  were 
read  before  the  king. 


2  And  it  was  found  written,  that  Mordecai  had  told  of  Bigthana 
and  Teresh,  two  of  the  king's  chamberlains,  the  keepers  of  the  door, 
who  sought  to  lay  hand  on  the  king  Ahasuerus. 

3  And  the  king  said^  What  honour  and  dignity  hath  been  done  to 
Mordecai  for  this?  Then  said  the  king's  servants  that  ministered 
unto  him.  There  is  nothing  done  for  him. 

4  J^  And  the  king  said,  Who  is  in  the  court  ?  Now  Haman  was 
come  into  the  outward  court  of  the  king's  house,  to  speak  unto  the 
king  to  hang  Mordecai  on  the  gallows  that  he  had  prepared  for  him. 

5  And  the  king's  servants  said  unto  him.  Behold,  Haman  standeth 
in  the  court.     And  the  king  said.  Let  him  come  in. 

6  So  Haman  came  in.  And  the  king  said  unto  him,  What  shall 
be  done  unto  the  man  whom  the  king  delighteth  to  honour  ?    Now 
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Haman  thought  in  his  heart,  To  whom  would  the  king  delight  to  do 
honour  more  than  myself  ? 

7  And  Haman  answered  the  king.  For  the  man  whom  the  king 
delighteth  to  honour, 

8  Let  the  royal  apparel  be  brought  which  the  king  tiseth  to  wear, 
and  the  horse  that  tne  king  rideth  upon,  and  the  crown  royal  which 
is  set  upon  his  head : 

9  And  let  this  apparel  and  horse  be  delivered  to  the  hand  of  one  of 
the  king's  most  noble  princes,  that  they  may  array  the  man  withal 
whom  tne  king  delighteth  to  honour,  and  bring  him  on  horseback 
throuffh  the  street  of  the  city,  and  proclaim  before  him.  Thus  shall 
it  be  done  to  the  man  whom  the  king  deliffhteth  to  honoiu*. 

10  Then  the  king  said  to  Haman.  MaKC  haste  and  take  the  apparel 
and  the  horse,  as  thou  hast  said,  and  do  even  so  to  Mordecai  the  Jew, 
that  sitteth  at  the  king's  gate:  let  nothing  fail  of  all  that  thou  hast 
spoken. 

11  Then  took  Haman  the  apparel  and  the  horse,  and  arrayed 
Mordecai,  and  brought  him  on  horseback  through  the  street  of  the 
city,  and  proclaimed  before  him,  Thus  shall  it  be  done  unto  the  man 
whom  the  king  delighteth  to  honour. 

12  ^  And  Mordecai  came  again  to  the  king's  gate.  But  Haman 
hasted  to  his  house  mourning,  and  having  his  head  covered. 

13  And  Haman  told  Zere^  his  wife  and  all  his  friends  every  thing 
that  had  befallen  him.  Then  said  his  wise  men  and  2feresh  his  wife 
unto  him.  If  Mordecai'  he  of  the  seed  of  the  Jews,  before  whom  thou 
hast  begun  to  fall,  thou  shalt  not  prevail  against  him,  but  shalt  siurely 
fall  before  him. 

14  And  while  they  were  yet  talking  with  him,  came  the  king's 
chamberlains,  and  hasted  to  bring  Haman  unto  the  banquet  that 
Esther  had  prepared. 

Ctiapttr  7 

1  E^her,  erUertaining  the  king  and  Haman,  maketh  suit  for  her  oxm  life  and  her  people't.  5  She  acevMth  Haman 
7  The  king  in  his  anger,  unaerttanding  of  the  gallows  uhich  Haman  had  made  for  Mordecai,  causeth  him  to  be 
hanged  thereon. 

O  the  king  and  Haman  came  to  the  banquet  with  Esther  the 
queen. 

2  And  the  king  said  again  unto  Esther  on  the  second  day 

at  the  banquet  of  wine.  What  is  thy  petition,  queen  Esther.^ 
and  it  shall  be  granted  thee :  and  what  is  thy  request  ?  and  it  shall  be 
performed,  even  to  the  half  of  the  kingdom. 

3  Then  Esther  the  queen  answered  and  said.  If  I  have  found  favour 
in  thy  sight,  O  king,  and  if  it  please  the  king,  let  my  life  be  given  me 
at  mv  petition,  and  mv  people  at  my  request: 

4  tor  we  are  sold,  1  and  my  people,  to  be  destroyed,  to  be  slain* 
and  to  perish.     But  if  we  had  oeen  sold  for  bondmen   and   bond 
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*'GOf  borrow  thee  ve$8eU  abroad  of  all  thy  neighbours,  even 
empty  vessels;  borrow  not  a  few.*^ — II   Kings,  i,  3, 

ELISHA'S  life  w»i  spent  mainly  among  the  common 
people,  preaching,  teaching,  uplifting  and  heahng. 
His  spirit  was  beautifully  akin  to  that  of  the  Divine 
One  who  later  came  to  dwell  in  these  same  lands.  Elisha's 
deeds  of  miracles  are  markedly  similar  to  those  of  the 
Messiah,  performed  most  often  out  of  the  compassion  of  a 
tender  heart,  to  relieve  some  individual  distress. 

Of  this  type  was  his  next  recorded  deed.  As  he  dwelt 
teaching  among  the  schools,  there  came  to  him  the  widow 
of  one  of  his  disciples,  and  told  him  that  her  husband's 
death  had  left  her  so  deep  in  debt  that,  by  the  hard  law 
of  those  days,  her  two  sons  were  to  be  sold  into  slavery. 
Elisha,  inquiring,  found  she  had  naught  remaining  in  her 
house  but  a  single  pot  of  oil.  He  bade  her  borrow  vessels 
from  all  her  neighbors,  both  she  and  her  sons.  When  she 
had  gathered  all  she  could,  she  was  to  pour  oil  into  them 
from  her  own  vessel.  She  did  this,  and  there  flowed  from 
her  single  pot  oil  enough  to  fill  all  the  receptacles  she 
had  gathered.  Moreover,  this  oil  was  so  valuable  that 
when  at  Elisha's  bidding  it  was  sold,  the  money  sufficed 
not  only  to  pay  the  widow's  debts,  but  to  enable  her  to 
dwell  in  comfort  afterward. 
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women,  I  had  held  my  tongue,  although  the  enemy  could  not  counter- 
vail the  king's  damage.  ^ 

5  Then  tne  king  Ahasuerus  answered  and  said  unto  Esther  the 
queen.  Who  is  he,  and  where  is  he,  that  durst  presume  in  his  heart 
to  do  so  ? 

6  And  Esther  said,  The  adversary  arid  enemy  is  this  wicked 
Haman.     Then  Haman  was  afraid  before  the  king  and  the  queen. 

7  ^  And  the  king  arising  from  the  banquet  of  wine  in  his  wrath 
went  into  the  palace  garden :  and  Haman  stood  up  to  make  request 
for  his  life  to  Esther  the  queen;  for  he  saw  that  there  was  evil  deter- 
mined against  him  by  the  Jdng. 

8  Then  the  king  returned  out  of  the  palace  garden  into  the  place 
of  the  banquet  of  wine;  and  Haman  was  fallen  upon  the  bed  whereon 
Esther  was.  Then  said  the  king.  Will  he  force  the  queen  also  before 
me  in  the  house  ?  As  the  word  went  out  of  the  king's  mouth,  they 
covered  Haman' s  face. 

9  And  Harbonah,  one  of  the  chamberlains,  said  before  the  king. 
Behold  also,  the  gallows  fifty  cubits  high,  which  Haman  had  made 
for  Mordecai,  who  had  spoken  good  for  the  king,  standeth  in  the 
house  of  Haman.     Then  tne  king  said.  Hang  him  thereon. 

10  So  they  hanged  Haman  on  the  gallows  that  he  had  prepared  for 
Mordecai.     Then  was  the  king's  wrath  pacified. 

Chapter  8 

1  Mordecai  is  advanced.    3  Esther  maketh  suit  to  reverse  Haman*8  leUers.    7  Ahamerus  grarUelh  to  the  Jews  to 
defend  themadvea.     15  MordecaVs  honour,  and  the  Jews*  joy. 

IN  that  day  did  the  king  xVhasuerus  give  the  house  of  Haman 
the  Jews'  enemy  unto  Esther  the  queen.  And  Mordecai  came 
before  the  king;  for  Esther  had  told  what  he  was  unto  her. 

2  And  the  kin^  took  off  his  rine,  which  he  had  taken  from  Haman, 
and  gave  it  unto  Mordecai.  Ana  Esther  set  Mordecai  over  the  house 
of  Haman. 

3  ^  And  Esther  spake  yet  again  before  the  king,  and  fell  down  at 
his  feet,  and  besought  him  with  tears  to  put  away  the  mischief  of 
Haman  the  Agagite,  and  his  device  that  he  had  devised  against  the 
Jews. 

4  Then  the  king  held  out  the  golden  sceptre  toward  Esther.  So 
Esther  arose,  and  stood  before  the  king, 

5  And  raid,  If  it  please  the  king,  and  if  I  have  found  favour  in  his 
sight,  and  the  thing  seem  right  before  the  king,  and  I  be  pleasing  in 
his  eyes,  let  it  be  written  to  reverse  the  letters  devised  by  Haman  the 
son  of  Hammedatha  the  Agagite,  which  he  wrote  to  destroy  the  Jews 
which  are  in  all  the  king's  provinces : 

'The  Revised  Version  reads  "  although  the  adversary  could  not  have  compensated  for  the  king's  damage." 
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6  For  how  can  I  endure  to  see  the  evil  that  shall  come  unto  my 
people  ?  or  how  can  I  endure  to  see  the  destruction  of  my  kindred  ? 

7  ^  Then  the  king  Ahasuenis  said  unto  Esther  the  queen  and  to 
M ordeeai  the  Jew,  Behold,  I  have  given  Esther  the  house  of  Ilaman, 
and  him  they  have  hanged  upon  the  gallows,  because  he  laid  his 
hand  upon  the  Jews. 

8  Write  ye  also  for  the  Jews,  as  it  liketh  you,  in  the  king's  name» 
and  seal  it  with  the  king's  ring:  for  the  writing  which  is  written  in  the 
king's  name,  and  sealed  with  the  king's  ring,  may  no  man  reverse. 

9  Then  were  the  king's  scribes  called  at  that  time  in  the  third 
month,  that  is^  the  month  Sivan,  on  the  three  and  twentieth  day 
thereof;  and  it  was  written  according  to  all  that  Mordecai  com- 
manded unto  the  Jews,  and  to  the  lieutenants,  and  the  deputies  and 
rulers  of  the  provinces  which  are  from  India  unto  Ethiopia,  an  hun- 
dred twenty  and  seven  provinces,  unto  every  province  according 
to  the  writing  thereof,  and  unto  every  people  after  their  language, 
and  to  the  Jews  according  to  their  writing,  and  according  to  their 
language. 

10  And  he  wrote  in  the  king  Ahasuerus'  name,  and  sealed  it  with 
the  king's  ring,  and  sent  letters  by  posts  on  horseback,  and  riders  on 
mules,  camels,  and  young  dromedaries : 

11  Wherein  the  king  granted  the  Jews  which  were  in  every  city 
to  gather  themselves  together,  and  to  stand  for  their  life,  to  destroy, 
to  slay,  and  to  cause  to  perish,  all  the  power  of  the  people  and  province 
that  would  assault  them,  both  little  ones  and  women,  and  to  take  the 
spoil  of  them  for  a  prey, 

12  Upon  one  dav  in  all  the  provinces  of  king  Ahasuerus,  namely^ 
upon  the  thirteenth  day  of  the  twelfth  month,  which  is  the  month 
Adar. 

13  The  copy  of  the  writing  for  a  commandment  to  be  given  in 
every  province  was  publishea  unto  all  people,  and  that  tne  Jews 
should  be  ready  against  that  day  to  avenge  themselves  on  their 
enemies. 

14  So  the  posts  that  rode  upon  mules  and  camels  went  out,  being 
hastened  ana  pressed  on  by  the  king's  commandment.  And  the 
decree  was  given  at  Shushan  the  palace. 

15  ^  And  Mordecai  went  out  from  the  presence  of  the  king  in 
royal  apparel  of  blue  and  white,  and  with  a  great  crown  of  gold,  and 
with  a  garment  of  fine  linen  and  purple:  and  the  city  of  Shushan 
rejoiced  and  was  glad. 

16  The  Jews  had  light,  and  gladness,  and  joy,  and  honour. 

17  And  in  every  province,  and  in  every  city,  whithersoever  the 
king's  commandment  and  his  decree  came,  the  Jews  had  joy  and 

{rladness,  a  feast  and  a  good  day.     And  many  of  the  people  of  the 
and  became  Jews;  for  the  fear  of  the  Jews  fell  upon  them. 


I  « 


"And  he  uwni  up,  and  lay  upon  the  child,  and  put    hit 
vioulk  upon  hi»  mouUi,  and  his  eyet  upon  hit  eyet" 
11.  Kintfi,  i,  3 ' 

PERH.VPS  the  most  solemnl;  impressi^-e  of  Elisha's 
miracles  was  that  id  wlucb,  like  hh  master  Elijal). 
he  turned  death  back  to  life,  to  soothe  a  mother's 
heart.  There  dwelt  in  Shunem  a  wealthy  couple  who 
conceived  a  deep  reverence  for  Elisha.  They  even  built 
him  a  secluded  chamber  in  their  home,  to  which  he  might 
retire  and  there  abide  in  solitude  whensoever  he  would. 
Now  the  couple  were  childless,  and  the  wish  of  the  mother's 
heart  was,  as  always  among  the  Hebrews,  for  a  son.  So 
Elisha  promised  her  one,  and  the  child  was  born,  and 
grew  in  health  for  years.  Then  while  playing  beside  his 
father  in  the  field,  he  was  stricken  dead,  apparently  by 
sunstroke. 

The  agonized  mother  sent  in  haste  for  Elbha,  and  he 
came  from  another  dty,  and  carried  the  child  up  into  his 
little  chamber  "in  the  wall."  There  he  prayed  for  the 
lad,  laying  his  own,  warm  body  above  the  lifeless  one, 
prayed  for  long  hours  it  would  seem,  until  God  let  him 
have  his  will.  The  youth  came  back  to  earth  and  to  his 
mother's  arms. 
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Cbapter  9 

1  The  Jews  (the  niiers^  for  tear  of  Mordecai^  helping  them)  alay  their  enemies,  with  the  ten  eons  of  Haman.  12  Aha^ 
tuerue,  ai  the  request  of  Esther^  granteth  another  day  of  elaughUr^  and  Haman* a  eone  to  be  hanged.  20  The  two  days 
of  Purim  are  made  feeUval. 

|OW  in  the  twelfth  month,  that  w,  the  month  Adar,  on  the 
thirteenth  day  of  the  same,  when  the  king's  commandment 

and  his  decree  drew  near  to  be  put  in  execution,  in  the  day 

that  the  enemies  of  the  Jews  hoped  to  have  power  over  them,  (though 
it  was  turned  to  the  contrary,  tnat  the  Jews  had  rule  over  them  that 
hated  them;) 

2  The  Jews  gathered  themselves  together  in  their  cities  throughout 
all  the  provinces  of  the  king  x\hasuerus,  to  lay  hand  on  such  as  sought 
their  hurt:  and  no  man  could  withstand  them;  for  the  fear  of  them 
fell  upon  all  people. 

3  And  all  the  rulers  of  the  provinces,  and  the  lieutenants,  and  the 
deputies,  and  officers  of  the  king,  helped  the  Jews;  because  the  fear 
of  Mordecai  fell  upon  them. 

4  For  Mordecai  was  great  in  the  king's  house,  and  his  fame  went 
out  throughout  all  the  provinces:  for  this  man  Mordecai  waxed 
greater  and  greater. 

5  Thus  the  Jews  smote  all  their  enemies  with  the  stroke  of  the 
sword,  and  slaughter,  and  destruction,  and  did  what  they  would  unto 
those  that  hated  them. 

6  And  in  Shushan  the  palace  the  Jews  slew  and  destroyed  five 
hundred  men. 

7  And  Parshandatha,  and  Dalphon,  and  Asphatha, 

8  And  Poratha,  and  Adalia,  and  Aridatha, 

9  And  Parroashta,  and  Arisai,  and  Aridai,  and  Vajezatha, 

10  The  ten  sons  of  Haman  the  son  of  Hammedatha,  the  enemy  of 
the  Jews,  slew  they;  but  on  the  spoil  laid  they  not  their  hand. 

1 1  On  that  day  the  number  of  those  that  were  slain  in  Shushan  the 
palace  was  brought  before  the  king. 

12  Tf  And  the  king  said  unto  Esther  the  queen,  The  Jews  have 
slain  and  destroyed  five  hundred  men  in  Shushan  the  palace,  and  the 
ten  sons  of  Haman;  what  have  they  done  in  the  rest  of  the  king's 
provinces?  now  what  is  thy  petition.^  and  it  shall  be  granted  thee: 
or  what  is  thy  request  further  ?  and  it  shall  be  done. 

13  Then  said  Esther,  If  it  please  the  king,  let  it  be  granted  to  the 
Jews  which  are  in  Shushan  to  do  to-morrow  also  according  unto  this 
day's  decree,  and  let  Haman's  ten  sons  be  hanged  upon  the  gal- 
lows. 

14  And  the  king  commanded  it  so  to  be  done:  and  the  decree  was 
given  at  Shushan;  and  they  hanged  Haman's  ten  sons. 

15  For  the  Jews  that  were  in  Shushan  gathered  themselves  to- 
gether on  the  fourteenth  day  also  of  the  month  Adar,  and  slew  three 
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hundred  men  at  Shushan;   but   on   the  prey*  they  laid    not  their 
hand. 

16  But  the  other  Jews  that  were  in  the  king's  provinces  gathered 
themselves  together,  and  stood  for  their  lives,  and  had  rest  from 
their  enemies,  and  slew  of  their  foes  seventy  and  five  thousand,  but 
they  laid  not  their  hands  on  the  prey, 

17  On  the  thirteenth  day  of  the  month  Adar;  and  on  the  fourteenth 
day  of  the  same  rested  they,  and  made  it  a  day  of  feasting  and  gladness. 

18  But  the  Jews  that  were  at  Shushan  assembled  together  on  the 
thirteenth  day  thereof,  and  on  the  fourteenth  thereof;  and  on  the 
fifteenth  day  of  the  same  they  rested,  and  made  it  a  day  of  feasting 
and  gladness. 

19  Therefore  the  Jews  of  the  villages,  that  dwelt  in  the  unwalled 
towns,  made  the  fourteenth  day  of  the  month  Adar  a  day  of  gladness 
and  feasting,  and  a  good  day,  and  of  sending  portions  one  to  another. 

20  7  And  Mordecai  wrote  these  things,  and  sent  letters  unto  all 
the  Jews  that  were  in  all  the  provinces  of  the  king  Ahasuerus,  both 
nigh  and  far, 

21  To  stablish  this  among  them,  that  they  should  keep  the  four- 
teenth day  of  the  month  Adar,  and  the  fifteenth  day  of  the  same, 
yearly, 

22  As  the  days  wherein  the  Jews  rested  from  their  enemies,  and 
the  month  which  was  turned  unto  them  from  sorrow^  to  joy,  and  from 
mourning  into  a  good  day :  that  they  should  make  them  days  of  feast- 
ing and  joy,  and  of  sending  portions  one  to  another,  and  gifts  to  the 
poor. 

23  And  the  Jews  undertook  to  do  as  they  had  begun,  and  as  Mor- 
decai had  written  unto  them; 

24  Because  Haman  the  son  of  Hammedatha,  the  Agagite,  the 
enemy  of  all  the  Jews,  had  devised  against  the  Jews  to  destroy  them, 
and  had  cast  Pur,  that  w,  the  lot,  to  consume  them,  and  to  destroy 
them; 

25  But  when  Esther  came  before  the  king,  he  commanded  by  let- 
ters that  his  wicked  device,  which  he  devised  against  the  Jews,  should 
return  upon  his  own  head,  and  that  he  and  his  sons  should  be  hanged 
on  the  gallows. 

26  W  herefore  they  called  these  days  Purim  after  the  name  of  Pur. 
Therefore  for  all  the  words  of  this  letter,  and  of  that  which  they  had 
seen  concerning  this  matter,  and  which  had  come  unto  them, 

27  The  Jews  ordained,  and  took  upon  them,  and  upon  their  seed, 
and  upon  all  such  as  joined  themselves  unto  them,  so  as  it  should  not 
fail,  that  they  would  keep  these  two  days  according  to  their  writing, 
and  according  to  their  appointed  time  every  year; 

28  And  that  these  days  should  he  remembered  and  kept  throughout 

iln  tbJA  and  the  following  verse,  the  Revised  Version  alters  '*prey"  to  "spoil"  to  agree  with  Teise  10. 


^te  Itttle  Maih  in  €xtle 

BT  FRANCI8  W.  W.  TOPHAM,  B.  S.,  AX  EXGU8H  ABTIBT, 

BOBN  1838. 

+ 

"And  she  said  unto  her  mistress^  Wovid  God  my  lard 
were  toith  the  prophet  that  is  in  Samaria,** — II.  Kings^  5,  3, 

MANY  similiir  deeds  of  personal  tenderness  made 
Elisha  celebrated,  not  only  for  his  mysterious 
power,  but  also  for  his  love  toward  his  people 
of  Israel.  Once  in  time  of  famine,  he  blessed  a  few  ears 
of  com  and  loaves  of  bread,  and  these  sufficed  to  feed 
a  company  of  *'an  hundred  men."  Once  his  disciples 
by  mistake  put  poisonous  herbs  into  the  broth  whereof 
they  all  ate;  but  Elisha  blessed  the  herbs,  and  they  became 
harmless. 

So  noted  did  the  prophet  become,  that  his  fame  reached 
far  beyond  the  borders  of  his  own  land,  even  to  IsraeFs 
enemies  in  S^Tia.  The  chief  general  of  the  Syrian  king 
was  a  very  good,  well-meaning  man,  named  Naaman. 
He  had  been  seized  by  that  t^rible  and  even  to-day 
apparently  incurable  disease,  leprosy.  Now,  the  Syrians 
were  always  making  raids  into  Israel,  and  in  one  of  these 
they  had  captured  a  little  Israelite  maid,  who  had  become 
a  slave  in  Naaman*s  home.  On6  day  the  mistress  of  the 
house  was  lamenting  her  husband's  disease  and  inevitable 
doom,  whereon  the  little  maid,  touched  by  her  mistress's 
grief  and  perhaps  by  her  master's  goodness,  told  her  lady  of 
Elisha  and  his  man*ellou5  powers,  suggesting  that  Xaanuin 
should  appeal  to  him. 
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every  generation,  every  family,  every  province,  and  every  city;  and 
VicU  these  days  of  Pnrim  should  not  fail  from  among  the  Jews,  nor 
the  memorial  of  them  perish  from  their  seed. 

29  Then  Esther  the  queen,  the  daughter  of  Abihail,  and  Mordecai 
the  Jew,  wrote  with  all  authority,  to  confirm  this  second  letter  of 
Purim. 

30  And  he  sent  the  letters  unto  all  the  Jews,  to  the  hundred  twenty 
and  seven  provinces  of  the  kingdom  of  Ahasuerus,  ivith  words  of 
peace  and  truth, 

31  To  confirm  these  days  of  Purim  in  their  times  appoiTiied,  accord- 
ing as  Mordecai  the  Jew  and  Esther  the  queen  had  enjoined  them, 
and  as  they  had  decreed  for  themselves  and  for  their  seed,  the  matters 
of  the  fastings  and  their  cry. 

32  And  the  decree  of  Esther  confirmed  these  matters  of  Purim; 
and  it  was  written  in  the  book. 

Cliapter  10 

3  Uoniecai'»  advancement, 

^ND  the  king  Ahasuerus  laid  a  tribute  upon  the  land,  and  upon 
the  isles  of  the  sea. 
ivjpii^,^  3  And  all  the  acts  of  his  power  and  of  his  might,  and  the 
declaration  of  the  greatness  of  Mordecai,  whereunto  the  king  ad- 
vanced him,  are  they  not  written  in  the  book  of  the  chronicles  of  the 
kings  of  Media  and  Persia  ? 

3  For  Mordecai  the  Jew  was  next  unto  king  Ahasuerus,  and  great 
among  the  Jews,  and  accepted  of  the  multitude  of  his  brethren,  seek- 
ing the  wealth  of  his  people,  and  speaking  peace  to  all  his  seed. 


<@enetal  Sntrobuctton  to  tift 
poetical  ^ooki 


BMBBttlHE  Poetical  Books  of  the  Bible  stand  on  a  wholly  differ«it 
QKra  level  of  authority  from  the  other  portions.  The  Hebrews  them- 
|!(raiB3  selves  divide  their  sacred  writings,  that  is  the  "Old  Testa- 
ment "  into  three  classes,  the  Law,  the  Prophets,  and  the  Hagiographa. 
The  latter  class  includes  all  those  books  to  which  the  Hebrews  attri- 
bute neither  the  extreme  sanctity  of  the  Law  (the  five  books  of 
Moses),  nor  yet  the  second  degree  of  veneration  given  the  prophetic 
books.  These  Hagiographa  were  included  in  the  canon,  that  is, 
were  accepted  as  being  inspired  by  God,  at  a  much  later  period  than 
the  other  books. 

The  Hagiographa  are  of  two  kinds,  historic  and  poetic.  Their 
historic  section,  previously  discussed,  includes  the  books  of  Chron- 
icles, Ezra  and  Nehemiah,  and  Ruth  and  Esther.  The  poetic  Hagio- 
grapha are  Job,  Psalms,  Proverbs,  Ecclesiastes,  Lamentations  and 
the  Song  of  Solomon.  These  are  all  in  verse  in  the  original  Hebrew; 
and  this  verse  form,  partly  preserved  in  the  established  English 
translation  is  wholly  restored  in  the  Revised  Version.  Hence  in 
the  present  edition  it  has  seemed  well  to  suggest  this  verse  form  while 
retaining  the  more  familiar  King  James  text. 

The  rhythmic  form  of  Hebrew  verse  depends  mainly  on  the  couplet. 
This  contains  a  balancing  of  two  parallel  clauses,  presenting  the 
same  thought  in  two  aspects,  two  similar  wordings  (synonymous 
parallelism),  or  presenting  contrasted  ideas  in  the  two  balancing 
clauses  (antithetical  parallelism),  or  adding  in  the  second  line  an 
element  which  is  necessary  to  complete  the  thought  (synthetic  paral- 
leHsm).  Thus,  to  illustrate  synonymous  parallelism,  the  celebrated 
Second  Fsalm  opens,  in  the  Revised  Version,  with  the  couplet: 

"Why  do  the  nations  rag«, 
And  the  peoples  imagine  a  vain  tbiogP" 


BT   PIKTEB   GREBBEB,   A   DUTCH   MASTEB   OF  THE 
EIGHTEENTH     CENTURY.        FBOM    THE 
HAABLKM  OAIXEBT. 
+ 

^*BtU  he  said.  As  ike  Lord  livetK  before  whom  I  standi 
I  will  receive  none" — II.  Kings,  5,  16, 

THE  stories  of  Elisha  are  not  apparently  given 
chronologically.  So  we  cannot  be  sure  under 
just  which  king  of  Israel  each  incident  occurred. 
Probably  all  the  Syrian  tales  refer  to  the  reign  of  Jehoram, 
Ahab's  second  son,  who  was  the  last  of  his  race.  To 
the  king  there  came  a  gorgeous  S}Tian  embassy,  headed 
by  the  general  Naaman,  with  a  royal  letter  requesting 
that  Naaman  be  cured  of  his  leprosy.  Jehoram  was  in 
despair  that  his  great  enemy  should  send  him  such  an  ex- 
travagant request.  "Am  I  God,  to  kill  and  to  make  alive!" 
he  cried,  thinking  the  Syrian  meant  to  force  him  into  war. 

Then  Elisha  sent  word  to  Jehonm  that  he  wodLd  cure 
Naaman.  So  the  mighty  general  came  and  stood  before 
the  prophet's  door.  Elisha  without  even  seeing  him,  ordered 
that  he  should -go  wash  in  Jordan's  flow,  and  he  would  be 
cured.  Naaman  was  very  angry;  for  he  had  expected 
that,  like  the  magi  of  his  own  land,  Elisha  would  greet 
him  with  high  honor  and  go  through  some  elaborate 
ceremony  of  cure.  Only  after  much  entreaty  from  his 
servants  did  he  consent  to  do  what  the  prophet  bade. 
From  his  bath  in  Jordan  he  came  out  a  well  man. 

Deeply  awed   and   grateful   he  sought  EUsha's   door 
again,  loaded  with  gifts  and  declaring  that  Elisha's  God 
was  the  only  god.     But  the  prophet,  who  had  refused  to 
honor  him,  refused  also  to  accept  his  gifts,  and 
bade  him  go  his  way  in  peace. 


v-59 


GENERAL   INTRODUCTION  883 

A  moment  later  comes  the  cry, 

"Let  us  break  their  bands  asunder. 
And  cast  away  their  cords  from  us." 

And  then, 

''He  that  sitteth  in  the  heavens  shall  laugh: 
The  Lord  shall  have  them  in  derision." 

Antithetical  parallelism  may  be  illustrated  by  Proverbs  10,  !• 


"A  wise  son  maketh  a  glad  father; 
But  a  foolish  son  is  the  heaviness  of  his  mother." 


or  Proverbs  10,  12. 


"Hatred  stirreth  up  strifes: 
But  love  covereth  all  sins." 

Synthetic  parallelism  is  found  e.g.,  in  Psalm  29,  !• 

"Give  unto  the  Lord,  O  ye  mighty. 
Give  unto  the  Lord  glory  and  strength." 

Here  the  second  line  completes  the  first. 

These  couplets  are  often  joined  together:  one  way  in  which  this 
is  done  may  oe  illustrated  by  Proverbs  23,  15,  16. 

"My  son,  if  thy  heart  be  wise, 
My  heart  shall  rejoice,  even  mine. 
Yea,  my  reins  shall  rejoice. 
When  thy  lips  speak  right  things." 

Here  the  first  line  corresponds  to  the  fourth,  and  the  second  to 
the  third. 

That  Hebrew  poetry  knew  also  the  strophe  is  seen  in  the  use  of 
the  refrain  at  the  end  of  each  strophe,  e.g.  Psalms  42,  43  are  held 
together  by  the  refrain,  which  occurs  in  42,  5,  11;  43,  5. 

"Why  art  thou  cast  down,  O  my  soul  ? 
And  why  art  thou  disquieted  within  me  ? 
Hope  thou  in  God:  for  I  shall  yet  praise  him, 
Who  is  the  health  of  my  countenance,  and  my  God." 

The  most  important  principle  of  Hebrew  poetry  however,  is  the 
parallelism,  and  in  reading  the  poetical  books,  this  balancing  of 
phrases  should  constantly  be  held  in  mind  even  where  it  is  lost  in 
translation.'  It  echoes  through  the  whole,  lending  its  re-enforcement 
to  every  thought. 


Sntrotittcttan  to  tfie  Hooit  of  Job 

The  Book  of  Job  belongs  among  the  few  great  masterpieces  of  the  literature  of  the 
world.  Its  author  is  wholly  unknown,  as  is  the  date  of  its  compoaitian.  Parts  of  it  seem 
very  ancient,  the  state  of  society  portrayed  being  that  of  the  time  of  Moses  or  the  patriarchs. 
On  the  other  hand  some  portions  of  the  work  belong  apparently  to  the  period  after  the  return 
of  the  Jews  from  the  Babylonian  captivity.  The  book  therefore  seems*  like  so  many  of  the 
biblical  books,  a  compilation.  Its  two  opening  chapters  and  the  dose  of  the  final  chapter 
(verses  7-17)  are  in  prose.  These  prose  sections  form  presumably  the  oldest  part,  the  veir 
ancient  account  of  Job,  the  good,  wise  man  who,  despite  his  righteousness,  had  to  undergo 
awful  suffering.  This  narrative  is  then  taken  up  by  a  great  poet  and  employed  as  the  basis 
of  the  tremendous  meditative,  reUgious  poem  which  constitutes  the  body  of  the  book. 

How  can  the  terrible  suffering  which  sometimes  falls  upon  the  righteous  be  explained 
and  justified?  This  is  the  problem  of  the  book.  Apparently  the  writer  found  prevalent 
in  his  day,  a  belief  that  righteousness  is  always  rewarded  with  earthly  prosperity,  and  that 
if  misfortune  overtakes  a  man  the  fact  gives  proof  that  hb  heart  has  been  evil.  This  belief 
the  poet  overthrows  in  his  great  dramatic  poem,  which  takes  the  form  of  a  discussion  between 
Job  and  his  three  friends. 

There  are  three  cycles  of  speeches,  dialogues  in  which  Job  contends  against  the  argu- 
ments and  accusations  of  his  friends.  At  the  close  of  these,  in  chapter  31,  comes  Job's  titanic 
challenge  to  the  Almighty  to  explain  to  him  the  seeming  injustice  of  life.  This  challenge 
is  answered  by  Jehovah  Himself;  but  before  the  answer  there  intervene  the  speeches  of 
Elihu  (chapters  32-37)  which  have  been  r^arded  by  many  scholars  as  a  later  addition  to  the 
poem.  They  certainly  interrupt  what  would  seem  its  natural  flow,  as  do  also  the  fine  poem 
on  wisdom  in  chapter  28,  and  the  descriptions  of  Behemoth  and  Leviathan  in  chapters 
40  and  41. 

The  climax  of  the  book  is  reached  in  chapter  38  where  Jehovah  appears  and  overthrows 
both  the  doubts  of  Job  and  the  obstinacy  and  falsity  of  his  three  friends.  Grod  is  not  rep- 
resented as  giving  any  answer  as  to  the  cause  and  meaning  of  suffering.  That  human  prob- 
lem remains  as  dark  as  it  had  been  before.  Only  the  divine  assurance  is  made  certain 
that  the  old  dogma  which  saw  in  calamity  the  punishment  of  God,  is  not  true.  Genuine 
piety  is  not  always  followed  by  outward  prosperity.  A  man  may  suffer  ever  so  terribly  and 
yet  be  acceptable  to  God.  God's  rule  of  the  world  may  be  mysterious,  it  is  nevertheless 
righteous;  and  he  is  ever  on  the  side  of  the  righteous  and  ever  full  of  loving  interest  for  him, 
irrespective  of  all  outward  appearances  which  may  contradict  this. 


NoT»:— The  metrical  form  given  this  book  In  the  Revised  Version,  combined  with  the  oocasionfti  obscuniT 
of  the  wording,  has  caused  so  many  slight  changes  from  this  King  James  text,  that  only  the  most  important 
of  these  are  noted  here.    The  two  versions  do  not  differ  widely  in  sense. 
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^elia^t'si  ColietinuineKd 


BT  J.  WAI«E,  AN  ENGLISH  ABUST  OF  THE  SEVEN- 

TECNTH  CENTURY. 
+ 

'*/  pray  thee,  a  talent  of  silver^  and  two  changes  of  gar- 
ments"— II.  Kings,  5,  22. 

I  teach  him  a  further  lesson  of  God's  power  and  of  Uie 
"^  little  worth  of  the  great  general's  earthly  pomp.  He 
had  hoped  to  make  upon  the  man  a  permanent  impress 
which  should  be  of  worth  to  Israel.  This  aim  was  brought 
to  naught  bj  the  oovetousness  of  the  prophet's  servant 
Grehazi. 

Gehazi  was  a  man  of  shrewd,  worldly  wisdom,  but  of 
little  heavenly  insight.  He  served  Elisha  long,  and  in  the 
main  faithfully.  Yet  now  as  he  saw  this  opportunity  of 
enormous  wealth  passing  away  from  their  door,  he  could 
not  resist  its  temptation.  Hurrying  after  Naaman's 
cavalcade,  he  pretended  to  come  by  his  master's  order, 
and  made  excuse  for  receiving  some  portion  of  the  rejected 
gifts.  Naaman  gave  him  gladly  double  all  he  asked,  then 
went  onward  feeling  that  he  had  repaid  his  obligations  to 
Israel.  Elisha  saw  well  what  his  servant  had  done, 
though  Gehazi  sought  to  deny  it.  "Went  not  mine 
heart  with  thee!"  sighed  the  master  in  sorrowful  rebuke; 
and  *'Is  it  a  time  to  receive  money.'"  In  punishment, 
he  condemned  Gehazi  to  suffer  thereafter  the  same  leprosy 
from  which  Naaman  had  been  cured. 
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THE  BOOK  OP 

fob 

chapter  t 

Idren.    e  Solan,  appearlna  befon  Oat,  by  ealuniniatlon 
'I hi*  goodt and miUitn,  inhit nummiiig  be bltMelh  Ood. 

HERE  was  a  man  in  the  land  of  Uz,  whose  name 
was  Job;  and  that  man  was  perfect  and  upright 
and  one  that  feared  God,  and  eschewed  eviF. 

2  And  there  were  bom  unto  him  seven  sons 
and  three  daughters. 

3  His  substance  also  was  seven  thousand 
sheep,  and  three  thousand  camels,  and  five  hun- 
drea  yoke  of  oxen,  and  five  hundred  she  asses, 
and  a  very  great  household;  so  that  this  man 
was  the  greatest  of  all  the  men  of  the  east. 

4  And  his  sons  went  and  feasted  in  their  houses,  every  one  his 
day;  and  sent  and  called  for  their  three  sisters  to  eat  and  to  drink 
with  them. 

5  And  it  was  so,  when  the  days  of  their  feasting  were  gone  about, 
that  Job  sent  and  sanctified  them,  and  rose  up  early  in  the  morning, 
and  offered  burnt  offerings  according  to  the  number  of  them  all:  for 
Job  said,  It  may  be  that  my  sons  have  sinned,  and  cursed  God  in  their 
hearts.     Thus  did  Job  continually. 

6  %  Now  there  was  a  day  when  the  sons  of  God  came  to  present 
themselves  before  the  Lord,  and  Satan*  came  also  among  them. 

-     Tbe  HebreiT  word  tr»Dsl»t«<l  "Sfttta"  mMtu  lltenllr  "the  idrentry." 
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7  And  the  Lord  said  unto  Satan,  Whence  comest  thou?  Then 
Satan  answered  the  Lord,  and  said.  From  going  to  and  fro  in  the 
earth,  and  from  walking  up  and  down  in  it. 

8  And  the  Lord  said  unto  Satan,  Hast  thou  considered  my  servant 
Job,  that  there  is  none  like  him  in  the  earth,  a  perfect  and  an  upright 
man,  one  that  feareth  God,  and  escheweth  evil  ? 

9  Then  Satan  answered  the  Lord,  and  said.  Doth  Job  fear  God 
for  nought? 

10  Hast  not  thou  made  an  hedge  about  him,  and  about  his  house, 
and  about  all  that  he  hath  on  every  side  P  thou  hast  blessed  the  work 
of  his  hands,  and  his  substance  is  increased  in  the  land. 

11  But  put  forth  thine  hand  now,  and  touch  all  that  he  hath,  and 
he  will  curse  thee  to  thy  face. 

12  And  the  Lord  said  unto  Satan,  Behold,  all  that  he  hath  is  in 
thy  power;  only  upon  himself  put  not  forth  thine  hand.  So  Satan 
went  forth  from  the  presence  of  the  Lord. 

13  ^  And  there  was  a  day  when  his  sons  and  his  daughters  toere 
eating  and  drinking  wine  in  their  eldest  brother's  house: 

14  And  there  came  a  messenger  unto  Job,  and  said.  The  oxen 
were  plowing,  and  the  asses  feeding  beside  them : 

15  And  the  Sabeans  fell  upon  them^  and  took  them  away;  yea, 
they  have  slain  the  servants  with  the  edge  of  the  sword;  and  I  only 
am  escaped  alone  to  tell  thee. 

16  Wnile  he  was  yet  speaking,  there  came  also  another,  and  said. 
The  fire  of  God  is  fallen  irom  heaven,  and  hath  burned  up  the  sheep, 
and  the  servants,  and  consumed  them;  and  I  only  am  escaped  alone 
to  tell  thee. 

17  While  he  was  yet  speaking,  there  came  also  another,  and  said. 
The  Chaldeans  made  out  three  oands,  and  fell  upon  the  camels,  and 
have  carried  them  away,  yea,  and  slain  the  servants  with  the  edge 
of  the  sword;  and  I  only  am  escaped  alone  to  tell  thee. 

18  vVhile  he  wa^  yet  speaking,  there  came  also  another,  and  said. 
Thy  sons  and  thy  daughters  were  eating  and  drinking  wine  in  their 
eldest  brother's  house: 

19  And,  behold,  there  came  a  great  wind  from  the  wilderness,  and 
smote  the  four  comers  of  the  house,  and  it  fell  upon  the  young  men, 
and  they  are  dead;  and  I  only  am  escaped  alone  to  tell  thee. 

20  Then  Job  arose,  and  rent  his  mantle,  and  shaved  his  head,  and 
fell  down  upon  the  ground,  and  worshipped, 

21  And  said.  Naked  came  I  out  of  my  mother's  womb,  and  naked 
shall  I  return  thither:  the  Lord  gave,  and  the  Lord  hath  taken  away; 
blessed  be  the  name  of  the  Lord. 

22  In  all  this  Job  sinned  not,  nor  charged  God  foolishly.^ 

ime  Rerised  Vcnion  alten  "foolisbly"  to  "with  foollshnea." 


^oh'i  Hosctfli  ^uarb  €lts;|ia 

BY  WALTER  RUSSEXL,  A  CONTEMPORARY  AMERICAN 

ARTIST,  BORN  1871. 
+ 

**And  the  Lord  opened  the  eyes  of  the  young  mem;  and 
he  sate.*' — //.  Kings,  G   17. 

AFTER  Xaaman's  healing,  the  Syrian  raids  into 
Israel  became  yet  more  numesx>us,  amounting 
almost  to  open  war.  Elisha,  grown  now  to  be  a 
leading  power  in  Israel,  exerted  his  prophetic  gifts  to 
shelter  his  countrymen.  We  are  told  that  again  and 
again  he  sent  word  to  his  king  warning  the  monarch  just 
when  and  where  a  band  of  the  enemy  would  appear;  so 
that,  each  time,  these  bands  were  met  and  repulsed  with 
loss.  The  Syria  monarch,  another  Ben-hadad,  the 
same  in  name  as  the  one  who  had  fought  against  Ahab, 
thought  there  must  be  a  traitor  in  his  councils.  When  at 
length  his  people  convinced  him  that  it  was  by  Elisha*s 
visions  that  he  was  so  constantly  thwarted,  he  planned 
a  special  expedition  to  go  secretly  and  capture  the  prophet. 
Thus  it  happened  that  one  morning  when  Elisha  was  in 
the  city  of  Dothan,  one  of  his  disciples,  going  out  early, 
found  the  citv  surrounded  by  a  host  of  Syrian  warriors 

¥  •  « 

in  chariots.  Terrified,  he  fled  back  to  Elisha.  "Alas, 
my  master!  how  shall  we  do.'"  j^he  prophet  answered 
him  gently,  "Fear  not:. for  they  that  be  with  us  are  more 
than  they  that  be  with  them.'*  Then  he  prayed  that  his 
disciple's  eyes  might  be  'opened  to  supernal  things.  The 
young  man  looked  up;  and  everywhere  in  the  air  around 
Elisha  was  the  mighty  power  of  God,  made  visible 
to  the  disciple  in  the  form  of  hosts  of  angels 
and  chariots  of  fire. 
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JOB  II — THE  SUFFERINGS  OF  JOB  887 

1  Saian  appearing  again  before  God  obtaineth  further  leave  to  tempi  Job.     7  //^  emiteth  him  loith  tore  boUa.    9  Job 
reproveth  am  teife,  movirig  him  to  cwm  Ood.     1 1  Uia  three  friends  condole  wUh  him  in  silence, 

GAIN  there  was  a  day  when  the  sons  of  God  came  to  present 
themselves  before  the  Lord,  and  Satan  came  also  among 
them  to  present  himself  before  the  Lord. 

2  And  the  Lord  said  unto  Satan,  From  whence  comest  thou? 
And  Satan  answered  the  Lord,  and  said.  From  going  to  and  fro 
in  the  earth,  and  from  walking  up  and  down  in  it. 

3  And  the  Lord  said  unto  Satan,  Hast  thou  considered  my  servant 
Job,  that  there  is  none  like  him  in  the  earth,  a  perfect  and  an  upright 
man,  one  that  feareth  God,  and  escheweth  evil  ?  and  still  he  holdeth 
fast  his  integrity,  although  thou  movedst  me  against  him,  to  destroy 
him  without  cause. 

4  And  Satan  answered  the  Lord,  and  said.  Skin  for  skin,'  yea,  all 
that  a  man  hath  will  he  give  for  his  life. 

5  But  put  forth  thine  hand  now,  and  touch  his  bone  and  his  flesh, 
and  he  will  curse  thee  to  thy  face. 

6  And  the  Lord  said  unto  Satan,  Behold,  he  is  in  thine  hand; 
but  save  his  life. 

7  ^  So  went  Satan  forth  from  the  presence  of  the  Lord,  and  smote 
Job  with  sore  boils  from  the  sole  of  his  foot  unto  his  crown. 

8  And  he  took  him  a  potsherd  to  scrape  himself  withal;  and  he  sat 
down  among  the  ashes. 

9  ^  Then  said  his  wife  unto  him.  Dost  thou  still  retain  thine  in- 
tegrity ?  curse  God,  and  die. 

10  But  he  said  unto  her,  Thou  speakest  as  one  of  the  foolish 
women  speaketh.  What  ?  shall  we  receive  good  at  the  hand  of  God, 
and  shall  we  not  receive  evil  ?  In  all  this  did  not  Job  sin  with  his 
lips. 

11  ^  Now  when  Job's  three  friends  heard  of  all  this  evil  that  was 
come  upon  him,  they  came  every  one  from  his  own  place;  Elipha^ 
the  Temanite,  and  Bildad  the  Shuhite,  and  Zophar  the  Naamathite: 
for  they  had  made  an  appointment  together  to  come  to  mourn  with 
him  and  to  comfort  him 

12  And  when  they  lifted  up  their  eyes  afar  off,  and  knew  him 
not,  they  lifted  up  their  voice,  and  wept;  and  they  rent  every 
one  his  mantle,  and  sprinkled  dust  upon  their  heads  towarcl 
heaven. 

13  So  they  sat  down  with  him  upon  the  ground  seven  days  and 
seven  nights,  and  none  spake  a  word  unto  him:  for  they  saw  that 
his  grief  was  very  great. 

i"Skin  for  skin'*  Is  an  Eastern  proverb  whose  meaning  is  not  altogether  certain. 


888  JOB  III — JOB'S  LAMENT 


Chapter  3 


1  Job  eurmt  (he  day  and  mviee*  of  hU  Irirth,     13  The  eiue  of  death.     20  He  ampMnelh  of  life  beeaum  of  kU 
anguUh. 


FTER  this  opened  Job  his  mouth,  and  cursed  his  day. 

2  And  JoD  spake,  and  said,^ 

3  Let  the  day  perish  wherein  I  was  born,  and  the  night 
in  which  it  was  said.  There  is  a  man  child  conceived. 

4  Let  that  day  be  darkness;  let  not  God  regard  it  from  above, 
neither  let  the  light  shine  upon  it. 

5  Let  darkness  and  the  shadow  of  death  stain  it;  let  a  cloud  dwell 
upon  it;  let  the  blackness  of  the  day  terrify  it. 

6  As  for  that  night,  let  darkness  seize  upon  it;  let  it  not  be  joined 
unto  the  days  of  the  year,  let  it  not  come  into  the  number  of  the  months. 

7  Lo,  let  that  night  be  solitary,  let  no  joyful  voice  come  therein. 

8  Let  them  curse  it  that  curse  the  day,  who  are  ready  to  raise  up 
their  mourning. 

9  Let  the  stars  of  the  twilight  thereof  be  dark;  let  it  look  for  Ught, 
but  have  none;  neither  let  it  see  the  dawning  of  the  day:* 

10  Because  it  shut  not  up  the  doors  of  my  mother^s  womb,  nor  hid 
sorrow  from  mine  eyes. 

11  Why  died  I  not  from  the  womb?  why  did  I  not  give  up  the 
ghost  when  I  came  out  of  the  belly  ? 

12  Why  did  the  knees  prevent  me  ?  or  why  the  breasts  that  I  should 
suck  ? 

13  For  now  should  I  have  lain  still  and  been  quiet,  I  should  have 
slept:  then  had  I  been  at  rest, 

14  With  kings  and  counsellors  of  the  earth,  which  built  desolate 
places  for  themselves; 

15  Or  with  princes  that  had  gold,  who  filled  their  houses  with  silver: 

16  Or  as  an  hidden  untimely  birth  I  had  not  been;  as  infants 
which  never  saw  light. 

17  There  the  wicked  cease  from  troubling;  and  there  the  w^eary  be 
at  rest. 

18  There  the  prisoners  rest  together;  they  hear  not  the  voice  of 
tlie  oppressor. 

19  The  small  and  great  are  there;  and  the  servant  is  free  from  his 
master. 

20  Wherefore  is  light  given  to  him  that  is  in  misery,  and  life  unto 
the  bitter  in  soul; 

21  Which  long  for  death,  but  it  cometh  not;  and  dig  for  it  more  than 
for  hid  treasures; 

22  Which  rejoice  exceedingly,  and  are  glad,  when  they  can  find 
the  grave  ? 

I  From  here  onward,  except  for  the  opening?  of  chapter  32,  the  RevlBed  Version  prints  the  entire  book 
as  poetry,  down  to  verse  seven  of  the  final  chapter.  'These  last  words  read  "the  eyelids  of  the  morning"  la 
the  Revised  Version. 
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lord.  O  Icing."— II.  King»,  6, 

THERE  \a  something  a 
SOD  which  Elisha  tau 
come  to  seite  him.  ( 
helplessness  against  God's 
among  the  hosts  of  the  enemr 
them,  so  they  were  all  confia 
he  said,  "neither  is  this  the 
bring  you  to  the  man  who 
children,  they  obeyed  him;  ai 
tal,  Samaria,  into  the  very  a 
Then  he  revealed  himself  I 
I  smite  them?"  asked  the  1 
Eliaha  forbade  it;  and  dismia 
After  that  Ben-hadad  sent 
Israel;  and  there  was  peace  » 
very  e\il  and  needed  cliastii 
Ben-hadad  against  them  wit! 
territory  of  Israel  was  comj 
of  Samaria  was  besieged  unti 
its  people.  King  Jehorani 
his  soldiers  was  confronted 
told  of  haHng  eaten  her  ow 
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23  Why  is  light  given  to  a  man  whose  way  is  hid,  and  whom  God 
hath  hedged  in  ? 

24  For  my  sighing  cometh  before  I  eat,  and  my  roarings  are  poured 
out  like  the  waters. 

25  For  the  thin^  which  I  greatly  feared  is  come  upon  me,  and  that 
which  I  was  afraid  of  is  come  unto  me.  - 

26  I  was  not  in  safety,  neither  had  I  rest,  neither  was  I  quiet;  yet 
trouble  came. 

Chapter  4 

1  EHpkaz  reprovdh  Job  fnr  want  of  rdiaicn.   7  He  teacheth  OotTs  judgments  to  be  not  for  the  righteous,  but  for  the 
vricked.     12  His  fearful  vision,  to  humUe  the  excellency  of  creatures  before  Ood. 

HEN  Eliphaz  the  Temanite  answered  and  said, 

2  If  we  assay  to  commune  with  thee,  wilt  thou  be  grieved  ? 
but  who  can  withhold  himself  from  speaking? 
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3  Behold,  thou  hast  instructed  many,  and  thou  hast  strengthened 
the  weak  hands. 

4  Thy  words  have  upholden  him  that  was  falling,  and  thou  hast 
strengthened  the  feeble  Knees. 

5  fiut  now  it  is  come  upon  thee,  and  thou  faintest;  it  toucheth  thee, 
and  thou  art  troubled. 

6  Is  not  this  thy  fear,  thy  confidence,^  thy  hope,  and  the  upright- 
ness of  thy  ways  ? 

7  Remember,  I  pray  thee,  who  ever  perished,  being  innocent? 
or  where  were  the  righteous  cut  off  ? 

8  Even  as  I  have  seen,  they  that  plow  iniquity,  and  sow  wicked- 
ness, reap  the  same. 

9  By  tne  blast  of  God  they  perish,  and  by  the  breath  of  his  nostrils 
are  they  consumed. 

10  The  roaring  of  the  lion,  and  the  voice  of  the  fierce  lion,  and  the 
teeth  of  the  young  lions,  are  broken. 

11  The  old  lion  perisheth  for  lack  of  prey,  and  the  stout  lion's 
whelps  are  scatterea  abroad. 

12  Now  a  thing  was  secretly  brought  to  me,  and  mine  ear  received 
a  little  thereof. 

13  In  thoughts  from  the  visions  of  the  night,  when  deep  sleep 
falleth  on  men, 

14  Fear  came  upon  me,  and  trembling,  which  made  all  my  bones 
to  shake. 

15  Then  a  spirit  passed  before  my  face;  the  hair  of  my  flesh  stood 
up: 

16  It  stood  still,  but  I  could  not  discern  the  form  thereof:  an  image 
was  before  mine  eyes,  there  was  silence,  and  I  heard  a  voice,  saying ^ 

17  Shall  mortal  man  be  more  just  than  God  ?  shall  a  man  be  more 
pure  than  his  maker  ? 

iRevited  Venion,  "  Is  not  thy  fear  of  God  thy  confidence." 
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18  Behold,  he  put  no  trust  in  his  servants:  and  his  angels  he  charged 
with  folly: 

19  How  much  less  in  them  that  dwell  in  houses  of  clay,  whose 
foundation  is  in  the  dust,  which  are  crushed  before  the  moth  ? 

20  They  are  destroyed  from  morning  to  evening:  they  perish  for 
ever  without  any  regarding  it  ■ 

21  Doth  not  their  excellency  which  is  in  them  go  away  ?  they  die^ 
even  without  wisdom. 

Cfiapter  5 

1  The  harm  of  inctmtideratum.    3  Th^  end  of  Ike  wicked  U  mitery.    0  Ood  Utobe  regarded  in  afJHdion.   17  ThL 
happy  end  of  God's  correction, 

i|ALL  now,  if  there  be  any  that  will  answer  thee;  and  to  which 
of  the  saints  wilt  thou  turn  ? 

2  For  wrath  killeth  the  foolish  man,  and  envy  slayeth  the 
sillv  one. 

3  I  have  seen  the  foolish  taking  root:  but  suddenly  I  cursed  his 
habitation. 

4  His  children  are  far  from  safety,  and  they  are  crushed  in  the 
gate,  neither  is  there  any  to  deliver  them. 

5  Whose  harvest  the  hungry  eateth  up,  and  taketh  it  even  out  of 
the  thorns,  and  the  robber  swalloweth  up  their  substance. 

6  Although  affliction  cometh  not  forth  of  the  dust,  neither  doth 
trouble  spring  out  of  the  ground; 

7  Yet  man  is  born  unto  trouble,  as  the  sparks  fly  upward. 

8  I  would  seek  unto  God,  and  unto  God  would  I  commit  my  cause: 

9  Which  doeth  great  things  and  unsearchable;  marvellous  things 
without  number: 

10  Who  giveth  rain  upon  the  earth,  and  sendeth  waters  upon  the 
fields : 

11  To  set  up  on  high  those  that  be  low;  that  those  which  mourn 
may  be  exalted  to  safety. 

12  He  disappointeth  the  devices  of  the  crafty,  so  that  their  hands 
cannot  perform  their  enterprise. 

13  He  taketh  the  wise  m  their  own  craftiness:  and  the  counsel  of 
the  froward  is  carried  headlong. 

14  They  meet  with  darkness  in  the  da}rtime,  and  grope  in  the 
noonday  as  in  the  night. 

15  But  he  saveth  the  poor  from  the  sword,  from  their  mouth,  and 
from  the  hands  of  the  mighty. 

16  So  the  poor  hath  hope,  and  iniquity  stoppeth  her  mouth. 

17  Behold,  happy  is  tne  man  whom  God  correcteth:    therefore 
despise  not  thou  the  chastening  of  the  Al  might v: 

18  For  he  maketh  sore,  and  bindeth  up:  he  woundeth,  and  his 
hands  make  whole. 
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19  He  shall  deliver  thee  in  six  troubles:  yea,  in  seven  there  shall 
no  evil  touch  thee. 

20  In  famine  he  shall  redeem  thee  from  death:  and  in  war  from 
the  power  of  the  sword. 

21  Thou  shalt  be  hid  from  the  scourge  of  the  tongue:  neither  shalt 
thou  be  afraid  of  destruction  when  it  cometh. 

22  At  the  destruction  and  famine  thou  shalt  laugh:  neither  shalt 
thou  be  afraid  of  the  beasts  of  the  earth. 

23  For  thou  shalt  be  in  league  with  the  stones  of  the  field :  and  the 
beasts  of  the  field  shall  be  at  peace  with  thee. 

24  And  thou  shalt  know  that  thy  tabernacle  shall  he  in  peace;  and 
thou  shalt  visit  thy  habitation,  and  shalt  not  sin. 

25  Thou  shalt  know  Also  that  thy  seed  shaU  he  great,  and  thine 
offspring  as  the  grass  of  the  earth. 

26  Thou  shalt  come  to  thy  grave  in  a  full  a^,  like  as  a  shock  of 
com  cometh  in  in  his  season. 

27  Lo  this,  we  have  searched  it,  so  it  is;  hear  it,  and  know  thou 
it  for  thy  good. 

Cfiapter  6 

1  Job  theweth  that  his  complainta  are  not  caiudew.    8  He  wMuih  for  death,  vAerein  he  U  aetured  of  comforL 
14  He  reproveth  hie  friends  of  imkindness. 

UT  Job  answered  and  said, 

2  O   that  my  grief  were  thoroughly   weighed,   and   my 
calamity  laid  in  the  balances  together! 

3  For  now  it  would  be  heavier  than  the  sand  of  the  sea:  therefore 
my  words  are  swallowed  up. 

4  For  the  arrows  of  the  Almighty  are  within  me,  the  poison  whereof 
drinketh  up  my  spirit:  the  terrors  of  God  do  set  themselves  in  array 
against  me. 

5  Doth  the  wild  ass  bray  when  he  hath  grass?  or  loweth  the  ox 
over  his  fodder  ? 

6  Can  that  which  is  unsavoury  be  eaten  without  salt  ?  or  is  there 
any  taste  in  the  white  of  an  egg  ? 

7  The  things  that  my  soul  refused  to  touch  are  as  my  sorrowful 
meat.  * 

8  O  that  I  might  have  my  request;  and  that  God  would  grant  me 
the  thing  that  I  long  for ! 

9  Even  that  it  would  please  God  to  destroy  me;  that  he  would  let 
loose  his  hand,  and  cut  me  off! 

10  Then  should  I  yet  have  comfort;  yea,  I  would  harden  myself 
in  sorrow:  let  him  not  spare;  for  I  have  not  concealed  the  words  of 
the  Holy  One. 

11  What  is  my  strength,  that  I  should  hope  ?  and  what  is  mine  end, 
that  I  should  prolong  my  life  ? 
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li  Is  my  strength  the  strength  of  stones  ?  or  i^  my  flesh  of  brass  ? 

13  Is  not  my  help  in  me  ?  and  is  wisdom  driven  quite  from  me  ? 

14  To  him  that  is  afflicted  pity  should  he  shewed  from  his  friend; 
but  he  forsaketh  the  fear  of  the  Almighty. 

15  My  brethren  have  dealt  deceitfully  as  a  brook,  and  as  the 
stream  of  brooks  they  pass  away; 

16  Which  are  blackish  by  reason  of  the  ice,  and  wherein  the  snow 
is  hid: 

17  What  time  they  wax  warm,  they  vanish:  when  it  is  hot,  they 
are  consumed  out  of  their  place. 

18  The  paths  of  their  way  are  turned  aside;  they  go  to  nothing, 
and  perish. 

19  The  troops  of  Tema  looked,  the  companies  of  Sheba  waited 
for  them. 

20  They  were  confounded  because  they  had  hoped;  they  came 
thither,  and  were  ashamed. 

21  For  now  ye  are  nothing;  ye  see  my  casting  down,  and  are  afraid. 

22  Did  I  say.  Bring  unto  me  ?  or.  Give  a  reward  for  me  of  your 
substance  ? 

23  Or,  Deliver  me  from  the  enemy's  hand  ?  or.  Redeem  me   from 
the  hand  of  the  mighty  ? 

24  Teach  me,  and  I  will  hold  my  tongue:  and  cause  me  to  under- 
stand wherein  I  have  erred. 

25  How  forcible  are  right  words!  but  what  doth  your  aiguing 
reprove  ? 

26  Do  ye  imagine  to  reprove  words,  and  the  speeches  of  one  that 
is  desperate,  which  are  as  wind  ? 

27  Yea,  ye  overwhelm  the  fatherless,  and  ye  dig  a  pit  for  your  friend. 

28  Now  therefore  be  content,  look  upon  me;  for  it  is  evident  unto 
you  if  I  lie. 

29  Return,  I  pray  jrou,  let  it  not  be  iniquity;  yea,  return  again, 
my  righteousness  is  in  it. 

30  Is  there  iniquity  in  my  tongue  ?  cannot  my  taste  discern  per- 
verse things? 

Cfiapter  7 

1  Job  excumOi  hi»  duire  of  deaih.    12  He  eomplaineih  of  hU  oum  resUeuneoB,  17  and  OotTt  vnkkftUneoi. 

S  there  not  an  appointed  time*  to  man  upon  earth?  are  not 
his  days  also  like  the  days  of  an  hireling? 
,.^^^^^^^_^      2  As  a  servant  earnestly  desireth  the  shadow,  and  as  an 
hireling  looketh  for  the  reward  of  his  work : 

3  So  am  I  made  to  possess  months  of  vanity,  and  wearisome  nights 
are  appointed  to  me. 

4  When  I  he  down,  I  say.  When  shall  I  arise,  and  the  night  be 

^Revised  Venlon,  **  Is  there  not  a  warfare  to  man,"  etc 
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BV  J.  JAMES  TI8SOT.      REPRODUCED   BY  COURTEST   OF 
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+ 

".4mf  he  said^  I  liave  an  errand  to  thee,  O  captain. 
And  Jehu  saidy  Unto  which  of  ail  us  ?" — II ,  Kings,  9,  5. 

NEITHER  Elijah  in  his  closing  years,  nor  Elisha 
during  all  these  days,  had  been  whoUj  consenting 
to  the  reign  of  King  Jehoram  in  Israel.  True, 
the  sovereign  was  at  times  submissive  to  Elisha's  power 
and  great  influence;  yet  upon  the  whole  he  was  an  evil 
king,  an  encourager  of  idolatry.  His  mother  Jezebel,  the 
Baal-worshipper,  largely  dominated  his  deeds,  as  she  had 
his  father's.  A  huge  temple  was  built  to  Baal  in  the  capi- 
tal city;  and  Baal  worship  threatened  once  more  to  super- 
sede that  of  the  true  God. 

Neither  had  Elislia  forgotten  that  Grod  had  declared 
that  the  race  of  Ahab  should  become  utterly  extinct  in 
the  days  of  Ahab's  sons.  The  prophet  only  awaited 
Grod's  time  to  act.  That  time  came.  King  Jehoram 
was  attacking  the  city  of  Ramoth-Gilead,  as  his  father  had 
done;  and  like  his  father,  he  was  wounded  there.  He  re- 
turned to  Jezreel  ill,  leanng  his  forces  under  command 
of  a  mighty  general,  Jehu.  Then  Elisha  sent  to  Jehu  a 
young  prophet  to  anoint  him  and  declare  that  God  had 
selected  him  to  be  king  in  Jehoram's  stead.  Jehu  was 
seated  in  company  with  the  other  generals  when  the  young 
prophet  strode  in  upon  them.  Summoning  Jehu  aside, 
the  youth  delivered  the  startling  message. 


%t^ 


v-64 


\ 


JOB  VII — JOB  DESCRIBETH  HIS  MISERY  893 

gone  ?  and  I  am  full  of  tossings  to  and  fro  unto  the  dawning  of  the 
day. 

5  My  flesh  is  clothed  with  worms  and  clods  of  dust;  my  skin  is 
broken,  and  become  loathsome. 

6  My  days  are  swifter  than  a  weaver's  shuttle,  and  are  spent  with- 
out hope. 

7  O  remember  that  my  life  is  wind :  mine  eye  shall  no  more  see  good* 

8  The  eye  of  him  that  hath  seen  me  shall  see  me  no  more:  thine 
eyes  are  upon  me,  and  I  am  not. 

9  As  the  cloud  is  consumed  and  vanisheth  away:  so  he  that  goeth 
down  to  the  grave  shall  come  up  no  more. 

10  He  shall  return  no  more  to  his  house,  neither  shall  his  place 
know  him  any  more. 

11  Therefore  I  will  not  refrain  my  mouth;  I  will  speak  in  the 
anguish  of  my  spirit;  I  will  complain  in  the  bitterness  oi  my  soul. 

12  Am  I  a  sea,  or  a  whale,  that  thou  settest  a  watch  over  me  ? 

13  When  I  say,  My  bed  shall  comfort  me,  my  couch  shall  ease  my 
complaint; 

14  Then  thou  scarest  me  with  dreams,  and  terrifiest  me  through 
visions : 

15  So  that  my  soul  chooseth  strangling,  and  death  rather  than  my  life. 

16  I  loathe  it;  I  would  not  live  alway:  let  me  alone;  for  my  days 
are  vanity. 

17  What  is  man,  that  thou  shouldest  magnify  him?  and  that  thou 
shouldest  set  thine  heart  upon  him? 

18  And  that  thou  shouldest  visit  him  every  morning,  and  try  him 
every  moment  ? 

19  How  long  wilt  thou  not  depart  from  me,  nor  let  me  alone  till 
I  swallow  down  my  spittle  ? 

20  I  have  sinned;^  what  shall  I  do  unto  thee,  O  thou  preserver  of 
men  ?  why  hast  thou  set  me  as  a  mark  against  thee,  so  that  I  am  a 
burden  to  mvself  ? 

21  And  why  dost  thou  not  pardon  my  transgression,  and  take  awav 
mine  iniquity  ?  for  now  shall  1  sleep  in  the  dust;  and  thou  shalt  seek 
me  in  the  morning,  but  I  shall  not  be. 

Chapter  8 

1  Bildad  tiheweth  God's  jiistiee  in  dealing  wUh  men  according  to  their  works.    8  He  alUgeth  anH(iuity  to  prove  the 
certain  destruction  of  the  hypocrite.    20  He  applieth  God's  just  dealing  with  Job. 
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|HEN  answered  Bildad  the  Shuhite,  and  said, 

2  How"  long  wilt  thou  speak  these  things?  and  how  long 

shall  the  words  of  thy  mouth  be  like  a  strong  wind  ? 

3  Doth  God  pervert  judgment?  or  doth  the  Almighty  pervert 
justice  ? 


^Revised  Versioa,  "  If  I  have  sinned,  what  do  I  unto  thee,"  etc. 
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4  If  thy  children  have  sinned  against  him,  and  he  have  cast  them 
away  for  their  transgression; 

5  If  thou  wouldest  seek  unto  God  betimes,  and  make  thy  suppli- 
cation to  the  Almighty; 

6  If  thou  wert  pure  and  upright;  surelv  now  he  would  awake  for 
thee,  and  make  the  habitation  of  thy  righteousness  prosperous. 

7  Though  thy  beginning  was  small,  yet  thy  latter  end  should  greatly 
increase. 

8  For  inquire,  I  prav  thee,  of  the  former  age,  and  prepare  thyself 
to  the  search  of  their  fathers: 

9  (For  we  are  bvi  of  yesterday,  and  know  nothing,  because  our 
days  upon  earth  are  a  shadow :) 

10  Shall  not  they  teach  thee,  and  tell  thee,  and  utter  words  out  of 
their  heart  .^ 

1 1  Can  the  rush  grow  -up  without  mire  ?  can  the  flag  grow  without 
water  ? 

12  Whilst  it  is  yet  in  his  greenness,  and  not  cut  down,  it  withereth 
before  any  other  herb. 

13  So  are  the  paths  of  all  that  forget  God;  and  the  hypocrite's  hope 
shall  perish: 

14  Whose  hope  shall  be  cut  oflF,  and  whose  trust  shall  be  a  spider's 
web. 

15  He  shall  lean  upon  his  house,  but  it  shall  not  stand:  he  shall 
hold  it  fast,  but  it  shall  not  endure. 

16  He  is  green  before  the  sun,  and  his  branch  shooteth  forth  in 
his  garden. 

17  His  roots  are  wrapped  about  the  heap,  and  seeth  the  place  of  stones. 

18  If  he  destroy  him  from  his  place,  tnen  it  shall  deny  him,  saying, 
I  have  not  seen  thee. 

19  Behold,  this  is  the  joy  of  his  way,  and  out  of  the  earth  shall 
others  grow. 

20  Behold,  God  will  not  cast  away  a  perfect  many  neither  will  he 
help  the  evildoers: 

21  Till  he  fill  thy  mouth  with  laughing,  and  thy  lips  with  rejoicing. 

22  They  that  hate  thee  shall  be  clothed  with  shame;  and  the  dwell- 
ing place  of  the  wicked  shall  come  to  nought. 

Cfiapter  9 

1  Job,  eteknotdedging  God* 8  juaUee,  ihetpeth  (here  t«  no  contending  tpiih  hxm,    22  Mttn*9  innocenep  U  not  to  If 
condemned  by  a^ftidtons. 


HEN  Job  answered  and  said, 

2  I  know  t^  t^  so  of  a  truth:  but  how  should  man  be  just 
with  God  ? 

3  If  he  will  contend  with  him,  he  cannot  answer  him  one  of  a 
thousand. 
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BY    J.    JAMEB    TI880T.        REPRODUCED    BT    COURTESY 
OF  THE  AMERICAN  TISSOT  SOCIETY  OF  NEW  YORK. 

**And  Jehu  drew  a  how  with  his  full  strength,  and  smote 
Jehoram" — II.  Kings,  P,  J?^. 

AT  ONCE  and  fiercely  Jehu  accepted  his  destiny. 
He  told  hb  comrades  of  the  message  from  the 
Lord,  which  fllisha  had  sent;  and  they  spread  their 
robes  under  their  commander's  feet  and  proclaimed  him 
king.  Eager  to  reach  Jehoram  before  any  word  of  warn- 
ing could  come  to  him,  Jehu  bade  his  comrades  let  no  one 
leave  the  city.  Then  he  mounted  into  his  chariot  and 
drove  ** furiously"  toward  Jeacreel. 

From  a  watchtower  on  the  wall.  King  Jehoram  saw 
him  coming,  and  sent  messengers  to  learn  what  had  hap- 
pened; but  Jehu  made  the  messengers  go  behind  him,  so 
that  none  returned  to  Jehoram  with  any  word.  As  the 
furiously  driven  car  sped  nearer,  the  king  saw  that  it  con- 
tained his  chief  general.  Fearing  some  great  disaster  had 
befallen,  Jehoram  mounted  his  own  chariot  and  rode  to 
meet  Jehu.  *'Is  it  peace,  Jehu?"  he  asked,  anxiously. 
•'What  peace,  cried  Jehu,  savagely,  "so  long  as  the  wh<»e- 
doms  of  thy  mother  Jezebel  and  her  witchcrafts  are  so 
many?" 

Jehoram  understood.  He  turned  to  flee,  it  was  too 
late.  Jehu  seized  a  bow,  and  with  strong  arm  drove  an 
arrow  through  the  king's  back,  so  that  he  fell  dead. 
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4  He  is  wise  in  heart,  and  mighty  in  strength:  who  hath  hardened 
himsey'  against  him,  and  hath  prospered  ? 

5  Which  removeth  the  mountains,   and  they  know  not:  which 
overturneth  them  in  his  anger. 

6  Which  shaketh  the  earth  of  her  place,  and  the  pillars  thereof 
tremble. 

7  Which  commandeth  the  sun,  and  it  riseth  not;  and  sealeth  up 
the  stars. 

8  Which  alone  spreadeth  out  the  heavens,  and  treadeth  upon  the 
waves  of  the  sea. 

9  Which  maketh  Arcturus,  Orin,  and  Pleiades,  and  the  chambers 
of  the  south. 

10  Which  doeth  great  things  past  finding  out;  yea,  and  wonders 
without  number. 

11  Lo,  he  goeth  by  me,  and  I  see  him  not:  he  passeth  on  also,  but 
I  perceive  him  not. 

12  Behold,  he  taketh  away,  who  can  hinder  him?  who  will  say 
unto  him,  What  doest  thou  ? 

13  If  God  will  not  withdraw  his  anger,  the  proud  helpers  do  stoop 
under  him. 

14  How  much  less  shall  I  answer  him,  and  choose  out  my  words 
to  reason  with  him  ? 

15  Whom,  though  I  were  righteous,  yet  would  I  not  answer,  but 
I  would  make  supplication  to  my  judge. 

16  If  I  had  caliend,  and  he  had  answered  me;  yet  would  I  not  believe 
that  he  had  hearkened  unto 'my  voice. 

17  For  he  breaketh  me  with  a  tempest,  and  multiplieth  my  wounds 
without  cause. 

18  He  will  not  suffer  me  to  take  my  breath,  but  filleth  me  with 
bitterness. 

19  If  /  speak  of  strength,  lo,  he  is  strong:  and  if  of  judgment,  who 
shall  set  me  a  time  to  vlead? 

27  If  I  justify  myself,  mine  own  mouth  shall  condemn  me:  if  I  say^ 
I  am  perfect,  it  shall  also  prove  me  perverse. 

21  Though  I  were  perfect,  yet  would  J  not  know  my  soul :  I  would 
despise  my  life.^ 

22  This  is  one  thing^  therefore  I  said  if.  He  destroyeth  the  perfect 
and  the  wicked. 

23  If  the  scourge  slay  suddenly,  he  will  laugh  at  the  trial  of  the 
innocent. 

24  The  earth  is  given  into  the  hand  of  the  wicked :  he  covereth  the 
faces  of  the  judges  thereof;  if  not,  where,  and  who  is  he  ? 

25  Now  my  days  are  swifter  than  a  post:  they  flee  away,  they  see 
no  good. 

>Revified  Verslofl,  **I  am  perfect:  I  regard  not  myself;  I  despise  my  life.*' 
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26  They  are  passed  away  as  the  swift  ships:  as  the  eagle  that 
hasteth  to  the  prev. 

27  If  I  say,  1  will  forget  my  complaint,  I  will  leave  off  my  heaviness^ 
^nd  comfoJ  myself :     ^       ^         ^        '  ^ 

28  I  am  afraid  of  all  my  sorrows,  I  know  that  thou  wilt  not  hold 
me  innocent. 

29  // 1  be  wicked,  why  then  labour  I  in  vain  ? 

30  If  I  wash  myself  with  snow-water,  and  make  my  hands  never 
so  clean; 

31  Yet  shalt  thou  plunge  me  in  the  ditch,  and  mine  own  clothes 
shall  abhor  me. 

32  For  he  is  not  a  man,  as  I  am,  that  I  should  answer  him,  and  we 
should  come  together  in  judgment. 

33  Neither  is  there  any  daysman^  betwixt  us,  thai  might  lay  his 
hand  upon  us  both. 

34  Let  him  take  his  rod  away  from  me,  and  let  not  his  fear  terrify  me: 

35  Then  would  I  speak,  and  not  fear  him ;  but  it  is  not  so  with  me. 

Chapter  10 

1  Job,  iakinq  liberty  of  eompUnni,  expoitulaielh  with  God  about  hi9  afflieiion$.     18  He  eomplainelh  cf  life,  and 
araveth  a  litue  ease  off  art  death. 

Y  soul  is  weary  of  my  life;  I  will  leave  my  complaint  upon 
myself;  I  will  speak  in  bitterness  of  my  soul. 

2  I  will  say  unto  God,  Do  not  condemn  me;  shew  me 
wherefore  thou  contendest  with  me. 

3  Is  it  good  unto  thee  that  thou  shouldest  oppress,  that  thou  should- 
est  despise  the  work  of  thine  hands,  and  shine  upon  the  counsel  of 
the  wicKed  ? 

4  Hast  thou  eyes  of  flesh  ?  or  seest  thou  as  a  man  seeth  ? 

5  Are  thy  days  as  the  days  of  man  ?  are  thy  years  as  man's  days, 

6  That  thou  enquirest  after  mine  iniqmty,  and  searchest  after 
my  sin  ? 

7  Thou  knowest  that  I  am  not  wicked;  and  there  is  none  that  can 
deliver  out  of  thine  hand. 

8  Thine  hands  have  made  me  and  fashioned  me  together  round 
about;  yet  thou  dost  destroy  me. 

9  Remember,  I  beseech  thee,  that  thou  hast  made  me  as  the  clay; 
and  wilt  thou  bring  me  into  dust  again  ? 

10  Hast  thou  not  poured  me  out  as  milk,  and  curdled  me  like 
cheese  ? 

11  Thou  hast  clothed  me  with  skin  and  flesh,  and  hast  fenced  me 
with  bones  and  sinews. 

12  Thou  hast  granted  me  life  and  favour,  and  thy  visitation  hath 
preserved  my  spirit. 

^Daysman  means  judge  or  umpire. 
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BT  EDWARD  B.  CORBOULD  R.  I.,  AX  ENGLISH  ARTIST, 

BORN  1815.      FROM  THE  COLLECTION  OF 

G.    HERBERT  STRUTT,  ESQ. 

+ 

'*And  she  painted  her  face^  and  tired  her  headt  ond 
looked  out  of  a  window/' — IL  Kings,  9,  30. 

WITH  that  stroke  against  Jehoram,  Jehu  began 
a  slaughter  grim  and  great.     By  the  side  d 
Jehoram  at  the  time,  rode  a  new  and  youthful 
king  of  Judah,  Ahasiah.    The  two  rojal  families  had 
intennanied  and  a  daughter  of  Jezebel  had  sat  as  queen 
upon  the  throne  of  Judah.    She  was  the  mother  of  this 
young  Ahaziah,  and  under  her  guidance  both  he  and  his 
father  had  endeavored  to  establish  Baal  worship  in  Judah. 
Hence  God*s  word  of  condemnation  had  gone  forth  against 
the  royal  house  of  Judah  almost  as  heavily  as  against  that 
of  Israel.    Jehu  was  the  dinne  instrument  against  them  all. 
When  Jehoram  fell,  his  }'oung  nephew  King  Ahaaiah 
turned  to  flee;  but  Jehu^s  attendants  pursued  him  and 
wounded  him  so  that  he  died.    Then  Jehu  rode  onward 
into  Jezreel.    The  aged  Jezebel,  mother  of  one  of  his 
victims  and  grandmother  of  the  other,  looked  down  at  him 
from  the  lattice  of  her  palace,  and  cried  out  bitteriy, 
reminding  him  of  the   fate  of  a  former   usurper^  "Had 
Zimri  peace,  who  slew  his  master?"     Jehu  looked  up  at 
her  calmly,  and  at  the  attendants  behind  her.     *'Who  is 
on  my  side  ?"  he  asked  her  people.     Some  of  them,  eager 
to  desert  a  falling  power  for  a  rising  one,  indicated  that 
they  were  with  him.    ** Throw  her  down,"  commanded 
Jehu;  and  Jezebel  was  hurled  from  the  window. 
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13  And  these  things  hast  thou  hid  in  thine  heart:  I  know  that  this 
is  with  thee. 

14  If  I  sin,  then  thou  markest  me,  and  thou  wilt  not  acquit  me 
from  mine  iniquity. 

15  If  I  be  wicked,  woe  unto  me;  and  if  I  he  righteous,  yet  will  I  not 
lift  up  my  head.  /  am  full  of  confusion;  therefore  see  thou  mine 
affliction ; 

16  For  it  increaseth.  Thou  huntest  me  as  a  fierce  lion:  and  again 
thou  shewest  thyself  marvellous  upon  me. 

17  Thou  renewest  thy  witnesses  against  me,  and  increasest  thine 
indignation  upon  me;  changes  and  war  are  against  me. 

18  Wherefore  then  hast  thou  brought  me  forth  out  of  the  womb  ? 
O  that  I  had  given  up  the  ghost,  and  no  eye  had  seen  me ! 

19  I  should  have  been  as  though  I  had  not  been;  I  should  have 
been  carried  from  the  womb  to  the  grave. 

20  Are  not  my  days  few  ?  cease  theUy  and  let  me  alone,  that  I  may 
take  comfort  a  little, 

21  Before  I  go  whence  I  shall  not  return,  even  to  the  land  of  dark- 
ness and  the  shadow  of  death ; 

22  A  land  of  darkness,  as  darkness  itse^;  and  of  the  shadow  of 
death,  without  any  order,  and  where  the  light  is  as  darkness. 

Ciiapter  II 

1  Zopfiar  nprcveth  Job  for  futUfving  himself.    5  God's  wisdom  is  unsearehable,    13  The  assured  btessing  of 
repentance. 

HEN  answered  Zophar  the  Naamathite,  and  said, 

2  Should  not  the  multitude  of  words  be  answered?  and 
should  a  man  full  of  talk  be  justified  ? 

3  Should  thy  lies  make  men  hold  their  peace?  and  when  thou 
mockest,  shall  no  man  make  thee  ashamed  ? 

4  For  thou  hast  said.  My  doctrine  is  pure,  and  I  am  clean  in  thine 
eyes. 

5  But  oh  that  God  would  speak,  and  open  his  lips  iagainst  thee; 

6  And  that  he  would  shew  thee  the  secrets  of  wisdom,  that  they 
are  double  to  that  which  is!  Know  therefore  that  God  exacteth  of 
thee  less  than  thine  iniquity  deserveth. 

7  Canst  thou  by  searching  find  out  God  ?  canst  thou  find  out  the 
Almighty  unto  perfection  ? 

8  It  is  as  high  as  heaven;  what  canst  thou  do?  deeper  than  hell; 
what  canst  thou  know  ? 

9  The  measure  thereof  is  longer  than  the  earth,  and  broader  than 
the  sea. 

10  If  he  cut  oflf,  and  shut  up,  or  gather  together,  then  who  can 
hinder  him  ? 
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11  For  he  knoweth  vain  men:  he  seeth  wickedness  also;  will  he 
not  then  consider  it? 

12  For  vain  man  would  be  wise,  though  man  be  born  like  a  wild 
ass's  colt. 

13  If  thou  prepare  thine  heart,  and  stretch  out  thine  hands  toward 
him; 

14  If  iniquitv  be  in  thine  hand,  put  it  far  away,  and  let  not  wicked* 
ness  dwell  in  thv  tabernacles. 

15  For  then  shalt  thou  lift  up  thy  face  without  spot;  yea,  thou 
shalt  be  stedfast,  and  shalt  not  fear: 

16  Because  thou  shalt  forget  thy  misery,  and  remember  it  as  waters 
that  pass  away: 

17  And  thine  age  shall  be  clearer  than  the  noonday;  thou  shalt 
shine  forth,  thou  shalt  be  as  the  morning. 

18  And  thou  shalt  be  secure,  because  there  is  hope;  yea,  thou 
shalt  dig  about  thee^  and  thou  shalt  take  thy  rest  in  safety. 

19  Also  thou  shalt  lie  down,  and  none  shall  make  thee  afraid;  yea, 
many  shall  make  suit  unto  thee. 

20  But  the  eyes  of  the  wicked  shall  fail,  and  they  shall  not  escape, 
and  their  hope  shall  be  as  the  giving  up  of  the  ghost. 

Chapter  12 

1  Job  mainiaineth  himtdf  againH  hit  frieruU  that  reprove  him.    7  He  aeknowiedgelh  the  general  dottrin^  <i  GcdTi 
cmnipotenqf. 

ND  Job  answered  and  said, 

2  No  doubt  but  ye  are  the  people,  and  wisdom  shall  die 
with  you. 

3  But  I  have  understanding  as  well  as  you;  I  am  not  inferior  to 
you:  yea,  who  knoweth  not  such  things  as  these  .'^ 

4  I  "am  as  one  mocked  of  his  neighbour,  who  calleth  upon  God, 
and  he  answereth  him :  the  just  uprignt  vian  is  laughed  to  scorn. 

5  He  that  is  ready  to  slip  with  his  feet  is  as  b.  lamp  despised  in  the 
thought  of  him  that  is  at  ease. 

6  The  tabernacles  of  robbers  prosper,  and  they  that  provoke  God 
are  secure;  into  whose  hand  God  bnngeth  abundantly. 

.    7  But  ask  now  the  beasts,  and  they  shall  teach  thee:  and  the  fowls 
of  the  air,  and  thev  shall  tell  thee: 

8  Or  speak  to  the  earth,  and  it  shall  teach  thee:  and  the  fishes  of 
the  sea  shall  declare  unto  thee. 

9  Who  knoweth  not  in  all  these  that  the  hand  of  the  Lord  hath 
wrought  this.^ 

10  In  whose  hand  is  the  soul  of  every  living  thing,  and  the  breath 
of  all  mankind. 

1 1  Doth  not  the  ear  try  words  ?  and  the  mouth  taste  his  meat  ? 

12  With  the  ancient  is  wisdom;  and  in  length  of  days  understanding. 
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^titi'i  Wmti  ^ainsst  Jezebel 

FROM  THE  SERIES  DT  JULIUS  8CUNORR. 

"In  the  portion  of  Jezreel  shall  dogs  eat  the  flesh  of 
Jezebel:'— II.  Kings,  9,  36. 

AS  JEZEBEL  fell  from  her  window  at  Jehu's  feet, 
he  drove  his  chariot  over  her.  Then  he  left  her 
body  where  it  lay,  and  rode  on  to  the  palace. 
Among  the  dumbfomided  people  there  was  none  to  stay 
him,  so  that  he  soon  had  all  power  in  his  hands.  Then 
he  sent  to  bury  Jezebel,  saying  that  despite  all  her  crimes 
"she  was  a  king's  daughter."  But  when  his  men  came 
to  the  place  the  dogs  had  eaten  her,  all  but  her  head  and 
hands  and  feet.  The  plot  of  ground  where  she  had  fallen 
was  part  of  that  very  vineyard  of  Naboth,  the  {m>ximity 
of  which  to  the  palace  had  once  annoyed  King  Ahab. 
Thus  was  the  prophecy  of  Elijah  fulfilled  against  her, 
as  it  had  been  against  her  husband. 

It  was  also  to  be  fulfilled  against  the  entire  race.  King 
Jehoram  was  dead;  but  there  were  left  seventy  other  sons 
of  King  Ahab  by  his  various  wives.  Jehu  sent  and  had 
these  all  slain,  as  well  as  every  relative,  even  every  friend, 
of  the  royal  house.  At  the  same  time  there  came  unsus- 
pectingly into  Israel  almost  all  the  members  of  Judah's 
royal  family.  They  were  come  looking  forward  to  a 
joyous  visit  with  their  relative  King  Jehoram.  Them  also 
did  Jehu  seize  and  slay.  Then  he  summoned  all  the 
worshippers  of  Baal  to  a  great  celebration  held  in  Jeho- 
ram*s  splendid  Baal  temple.  Having  thus  gathered  all 
these  folk  together,  he  slew  them  all.  The 
land  was  steeped  in  the  blood  of  its 
wealthiest  and  mightiest 
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13  With  him  is  wisdom  and  strength,  he  hath  counsel  and  under- 
standing. 

14  Behold,  he  breaketh  down,  and  it  cannot  be  built  again:  he 
shutteth  up  a  man,  and  there  can  be  no  opening. 

15  Behold,  he  withholdeth  the  waters,  and  they  dry  up:  also  he 
sendeth  them  out,  and  they  overturn  the  earth. 

16  With  him  is  strength  and  wisdom:  the  deceived  and  the  de- 
ceiver are  his. 

17  He  leadeth  counsellors  awajr  spoiled,  and  maketh  the  judges  fools. 

18  He  looseth  the  bond  of  kings,  and  girdeth  their  loins  with  a 
girdle. 

19  He  leadeth  princes  away  spoiled,  and  overthroweth  the  mighty. 

20  He  removetn  away  the  speech  of  the  trusty,  and  taketh  away 
the  understanding  of  the  aged. 

21  He  poureth  contempt  upon  princes,  and  weakeneth  the  strength 
of  the  mighty. 

22  He  discovereth  deep  things  out  of  darkness,  and  bringeth  out 
to  light  the  shadow  of  death. 

23  He  increaseth  the  nations,  and  destroyeth  them:  he  enlargeth 
the  nations,  and  straiteneth  them  again. 

24  He  taketh  away  the  heart  of  the  chief  of  the  people  of  the  earth, 
and  causeth  them  to  wander  in  a  wilderness  where  there  is  no  way. 

25  They  grope  in  the  dark  without  light,  and  he  maketh  them  to 
stagger  like  a  arunken  man. 

Chapter  13 

1  Job  reproveth  hU  friends  of  partiality.     lA  He  professeih  his  confidence  in  Ood:  20  and  intreateth  to  know  his 
citm,  sins,  and  Ood's  purpose  in  afflicting  him. 
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O,  mine  eye  hath  seen  all  this^  mine  ear  hath  heard  and  under- 
stood it. 

2  What  ye  know,  the  same  do  I  know  also:  I  am  not  in- 
ferior unto  you. 

3  Surely  I  w^ould  speak  to  the  Almighty,  and  I  desire  to  reason 
with  God. 

4  But  ye  are  forgers  of  lies,  ye  are  all  physicians  of  no  value. 

5  O  that  ye  would  altogether  hold  your  peace!  and  it  should  be 
your  wisdom. 

6  Hear  now  my  reasoning,  and  hearken  to  the  pleadings  of  my  lips. 

7  Will  ye  speak  wickedly  for  God?  and  talk  deceitfully  for  him? 

8  Will  ye  accept  his  person  ?  will  ye  contend  for  God  ? 

9  Is  it  good  that  he  should  search  you  out  ?  or  as  one  man  mocketh 
another,  do  ye  so  mock  him  ? 

10  He  will  surely  reprove  you,  if  ye  do  secretly  accept  persons. 

11  Shall  not  his  excellency  make  you  afraid?  and  his  dread  fall 
upon  you  ? 


900  JOB  XIII — ^JOB  DENIETH  SIN 

12  Your  remembrances  are  like  unto  ashes,  your  bodies  to  bodies 
of  clay. 

13  Hold  your  peace,  let  me  alone,  that  I  may  speak,  and  let  come 
on  me  what  will. 

14  Wherefore  do  I  take  my  flesh  in  my  teeth,  and  put  my  life  ia 
mine  hand? 

15  Though  he  slay  me,  yet  ^ill  I  trust  in  him:^  but  I  will  maintain 
mine  own  ways  before  him. 

16  He  also  shall  be  my  salvation:  for  an  hypocrite  shall  not  come 
before  him. 

17  Hear  diligently  my  speech,  and  my  declaration  with  your  ears. 

18  Behold  now,  1  have  ordered  my  cause;  I  know  that  I  shall  l)e 
justified. 

19  Who  is  he  that  will  plead  with  me  ?  for  now,  if  I  hold  my  tongue, 
I  shall  give  up  the  ghost. 

20  Only  do  not  two  things  unto  me:  then  will  I  not  hide  myself 
from  thee. 

21  Withdraw  thine  hand  far  from  me:  and  let  not  thy  dread  make 
me  afraid. 

22  Then  call  thou,  and  I  will  answer:  or  let  me  speak,  and  answer 
thou  me. 

23  How  many  are  mine  iniquities  and  sins.^  make  me  to  know 
my  transgressions  and  my  sin. 

24  Wherefore  hidest  thou  thy  face,  and  boldest  me  for  thine  enemy  ? 

25  Wilt  thou  break  a  leaf  driven  to  and  fro  ?  and  wilt  thou  pursue 
the  diT  stubble  ? 

26  For  thou  writest  bitter  things  against  me,  and  makest  me  to 
possess  the  iniquities  of  my  youth. 

27  Thou  puttest  my  feet  also  in  the  stocks,  and  lookest  narrowly 
unto  all  my  paths;  thou  settest  a  print  upon  the  heels  of  my  feet. 

28  And  he,  as  a  rotten  thing,  consumeth,  as  a  garment  that  is 
moth*^aten. 

Chapter  14 

1  Job  intreaiah  Ood  for  favour,  by  the  thortness  of  life,  and  certainty  of  death.     7  Though  life  mue  toil  u  trre> 
€overai)le,  yet  he  aiMueth  for  his  change.     16  By  sin  the  creature  ie  subject  to  corruption. 

AN  that  is  born  of  a  woman  is  of  few  days,  and  full  of  trouble. 
2  He  Cometh  forth  like  a  flower,  and  is  cut  down:  he 
fleeth  also  as  a  shadow,  and  continueth  not. 

3  And  dost  thou  open  thine  eyes  upon  such  an  one,  and  bringest 
me  into  judgment  witn  thee  ? 

4  Who  can  bring  a  clean  thing  out  of  an  unclean  ?  not  one. 

5  Seeing  his  days  are  determined,  the  number  of  his  months  are 
with  thee,  thou  hast  appointed  his  bounds  that  he  cannot  pass; 

^Revised  Version,  "yet  will  I  wait  Tor  him." 
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BT  CHARLES  ANTOINE  COTPEL,  A  FRENCH  MASTEB* 

DIED  17;^^. 

"Then  they  brotigkt  out  the  hinges  mn,  and  put  upon 
him  the  crown** — II.  Chron,^  2S,  11, 

THE  kingly  massacres  of  Jehu  caused  great  dianges 
in  Judah.  as  weU  as  in  hb  own  kingdom  of  Israd. 
He  had  slain  all  the  grown  men  of  the  royal  house 
of  Judah.  None  but  children  remained  alive  of  the 
race  of  David.  Hence  for  a  time  all  power  was  in  the 
hands  of  the  queen  mother,  the  daughter  of  Jezebel. 
This  queen,  Athaliah,  was  worthy  of  her  savage  mother. 
She  promptly  endeavored  to  secure  her  power  by  slaying 
even  the  children  of  David's  line.  Only  one  survived, 
the  infant  Joash,  rescued  in  secret  from  the  slaughter 
by  his  aunt,  a  daughter  of  the  high-priest  Jehoiada. 

Supposing  her  purpose  accomplished,  Athaliah  as- 
sumed all  power  over  Judah,  and  ruled  in  her  own  name. 
Never  before  had  a  woman's  reign  been  heard  of  in  the 
Hebrew  race;  but  none  dared  resist  the  terrible  Athaliah. 
The  priest  Jehoiada,  however,  reared  little  Joash  unsus- 
pected, and  when  the  lad  was  seven  years  old,  his  protector 
showed  him  to  those  priests  and  elders  who  still  clung 
to  the  ancient  faith  and  refused  Athaliah's  Baal  worship. 
Everything  was  arranged  by  stealth;  the  young  prince 
was  surrounded  by  soldiers  within  the  sacred  precincts 
of  Solomon's  temple,  and  there  before  the  very  altar  of 
God  was  suddenly  proclaimed  king. 
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6  Turn  from  him,  that  he  may  rest»  till  he  shall  accomplish,  as 
an  hireling,  his  day. 

7  For  there  is  hope  of  a  tree,  if  it  be  cut  down,  that  it  will  sprout 
again,  and  that  the  tender  branch  thereof  will  not  cease 

8  Though  the  root  thereof  wax  old  in  the  earth,  and  the  stock 
thereof  die  in  the  ground; 

9  Yet  through  the  scent  of  water  it  will  bud,  and  bring  forth  boughs 
like  a  plant. 

10  feut  man  dieth,  and  wasteth  away:  yea,  man  giveth  up  the 
ghost,  and  where  is  he? 

11  ^^  the  waters  fail  from  the  sea,  and  the  flood  decayeth  and 
diieth  up; 

12  So  man  lieth  down,  and  riseth  not:  till  the  heavens  be  no  more, 
they  shall  not  awake,  nor  be  raised  out  of  their  sleep. 

13  O  that  thou  wouldest  hide  me  in  the  grave,  tnat  thou  wouldest 
keep  me  secret,  until  thy  wrath  be  past,  that  thou  wouldest  appoint 
me  a  set  time,  and  remember  me! 

14  If  a  man  die,  shall  he  live  again?  all  the  days  of  my  appointed 
time  will  I  wait,  till  my  change  come. 

15  Thou  shalt  call,  and  I  will  answer  thee:  thou  wilt  have  a  desire 
to  the  work  of  thine  hands. 

16  For  now  thou  numberest  my  steps:  dost  thou  not  watch  over 
my  sin  ? 

17  My  transgression  is  sealed  up  in  a  bag,  and  thou  sewest  up 
mine  iniquity. 

18  And  surely  the  mountain  falling  cometh  to  nought,  and  the 
rock  is  removed  out  of  his  place. 

19  The  waters  wear  the  stones:  thou  washest  away  the  things 
which  grow  out  of  the  dust  of  the  earth ;  and  thou  destroyest  the  hope 
of  man. 

20  Thou  prevailest  for  ever  against  him,  and  he  passeth:  thou 
changest  his  countenance,  and  sendest  him  away. 

21  His  sons  come  to  honour,  and  he  knoweth  it  not;  and  they  are 
brought  low,  but  he  perceiveth  it  not  of  them. 

22  But  his  flesh  upon  him  shall  have  pain,  and  his  soul  within  him 
shall  mourn. 

Ciiopter  15 

1  Eliphax  reproveth  Job  of  impietv  in  justifying  himself.     17  He  proveUi  by  iradUion  the  unquidnesa  of  wicked  men. 

|HEN  answered  Eliphaz  the  Temanite,  and  said, 

2  Should  a  wise  man  utter  vain  knowledge,  and  fill  his 


belly  with  the  east  wind  ? 

3  Should   he   reason   with   unprofitable   talk?   or   with   speeches 
wherewith  he  can  do  no  good  ? 

4  Yea,  thou  castest  off  fear,  and  restrainest  prayer  before  God. 
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5  For  thy  mouth  uttereth  thine  iniquity,  and  thou  choosest  the 
tongue  of  the  crafty. 

6  Thine  own  mouth  condemneth  thee,  and  not  I:  yea,  thine  own 
lips  testify  against  thee. 

7  Art  thou  the  first  man  that  was  born  ?  or  wast  thou  made  before 
the  hills  ? 

8  Hast  thou  heard  the  secret  of  God  ?  and  dost  thou  restrain  wis- 
dom to  thyself  ? 

9  What  knowest  thou,  that  we  know  not?  what  understandest 
thou,  which  is  not  in  us  ? 

10  With  us  are  both  the  gray  headed  and  very  aged  men,  much 
elder  than  thy  father. 

1 1  Are  the  consolations  of  God  small  with  thee  ?  is  there  any  secret 
thing  with  thee  ? 

1 2  Why  doth  thine  heart  carry  thee  away  ?  and  what  do  thy  eyes 
wink  at, 

13  That  thou  turnest  thy  spirit  against  God,  and  lettest  suck 
words  go  out  of  thy  mouth  ? 

14  What  is  man,  that  he  should  be  clean?  and  he  which  is  born 
of  a  woman,  that  he  should  be  righteous  ? 

15  Behold,  he  putteth  no  trust  in  his  saints;  yea,  the  heavens  are 
not  clean  in  his  sight. 

16  How  much  more  abominable  and  filthy  is  man  which  drinketh 
iniquity  like  water? 

17  1  will  shew  thee,  hear  me;  and  that  which  I  hive  seen  I  will 
declare ; 

18  Which  wise  men  have  told  from  their  fathers,  and  have  not  hid  it: 

19  Unto  whom  alone  the  earth  was  given,  and  no  stranger  passed 
among  them. 

20  The  wicked  man  travaileth  with  pain  all  his  days,  and  the 
number  of  years  is  hidden  to  the  oppressor. 

21  A  dreadful  sound  is  in  his  ears:  in  prosperity  the  destroyer 
shall  come  upon  him. 

22  He  believeth  not  that  he  shall  return  out  of  darkness,  and  he 
is  waited  for  of  the  sword. 

23  He  wandereth  abroad  for  bread,  saying^  Where  is  it?  he  know- 
eth  that  the  day  of  darkness  is  ready  at  his  hand. 

24  Trouble  and  anguish  shall  make  him  afraid;  they  shall  pre- 
vail against  him,  as  a  king  ready  to  the  battle. 

25  For  he  stretcheth  out  his  hand  against  God,  and  strengtheneth 
himself  against  the  Almighty. 

26  He  runneth  upon  mm,  even  on  his  neck,  upon  the  thick  bosses 
of  his  bucklers: 

27  Because  he  covereth  his  face  with  his  fatness,  and  maketh 
coUops  of  fat  on  his  flanks. 
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"And  the  eHy  teat  quiet,  after  that  tkei/  had  tlain  Athaliah 
with  the  »tcoTd."—U.  Chron.,  2S,  H. 

OtTEEN  ATHALIAH.  strong  in  the  moment  of  her 
downfall  as  in  the  midst  lA  h«r  pride,  be&rd  the 
accUmatioa  of  the  people  which  arose  on  Joash's 
crowning,  and  mshed  boldly  into  the  tem[de  to  learn  its 
cause.  "Treason!"  cried  she,  "treasoaf'  and  she  tore  her 
robes  in  dismay.  The  soldios  of  Jehoiada  dooed  about  her. 
"Slay  her  not  in  the  houM  of  the  Lord,"  commanded  the 
high-priest,  Jeboiada.  So  Athaliah  turned  and  walked 
composedly  trooi  the  temple.  As  ahe  caow  oat  "lo  dw 
entering  of  (be  horse  gate  by  the  king's  house,"  the  a<4diers 
smote  her,  so  that  she  died,  the  last  of  ber  hard  and  redclcM 
race,  the  greatest  enemies  to  God's  rule  in  both  the  king- 

.\fter  Athaliah'a  death  the  people  of  Judah  swept  the 
Baal  worstup  from  the  Und.  As  ff>r  little  Joash,  it  was. 
of  course,  long  before  he  really  ruled.  Jehoiada,  his 
protector,  goremed  Judah.  Even  when  Joash  was  full 
grown  he  proved  a  mild  and  guidable  king.  Together, 
he  and  the  bigh'priest  restored  the  vonhip  of  the  Lord 
in  Judah.  They  repaired  SoltMoon's  temple  whidi  had 
fallen  sadly  into  decay;  and  they  sent  preachers  through 
all  the  land.  Then  at  length  the  priest  Jdtoiada  died, 
being  very  old.  "And  they  buried  him  in  the  ri^  of 
David  among  the  kings,  because  he  bad  done  good  in 
Israel." 
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28  And  he  dwelleth  in  desolate  cities,  and  in  houses  which  no  man 
inhabitethy  which  are  ready  to  become  heaps. 

29  He  shall  not  be  rich,  neither  shall  his  substance  continue, 
neither  shall  he  prolong  the  perfection  thereof  upon  the  earth. 

30  He  shall  not  depart  out  of  darkness;  the  flame  shall  diy  up  his 
branches,  and  by  the  oreath  of  his  mouth  shall  he  go  awav. 

31  Let  not  him  that  is  deceived  trust  in  vanity,  for  vamty  shall  be 
his  recompense. 

32  It  shall  be  accomplished  before  his  time,  and  his  branch  shall 
not  be  green. 

33  He  shall  shake  off  his  unripe  grape  as  the  vine,  and  shall  cast 
off  his  flower  as  the  olive. 

34  For  the  congregation  of  hypocrites  shall  be  desolate,  and  fire 
shall  consume  the  tabernacles  of  bribery. 

35  They  conceive  mischief,  and  bring  forth  vanity,  and  their  belly 
prepareth  deceit. 

Ciiopter  16 

I'Job  rej/roveth  Mm  friend*  of  unmerdftdneBB.    7  He  thevoeth  the  pUiftdnesB  of  hia  case,    17  He  mairUaineth 
his  innocency. 

HEN  Job  answered  and  said, 

2  I  have  heard  many  such  things:  miserable  comforters 
are  ye  all. 

3  Shall  vain  words  have  an  end?  or  what  emboldeth  thee  that 
thou  answereth  .^ 

4  I  also  could  speak  as  ye  do:  if  your  soul  were  in  my  soul's  stead, 
I  could  heap  up  words  against  you,  and  shake  mine  head  at  you. 

5  BiU  I  would  strengthen  you  with  my  mouth,  and  the  moving 
of  my  lips  should  asswage  your  grief. 

6  Though  I  speak,  my  grief  is  not  asswaged :  and  though  I  forbear, 
what  am  1  eased  ? 

7  But  now  he  hath  made  me  weary:  thou  hast  made  desolate  all 
my  company. 

8  Ana  thou  hast  filled  me  with  wrinkles,  which  is  a  witness  against 
me:  and  my  leanness  rising  up  in  me  beareth  witness  to  my  face. 

9  He  teareth  me  in  his  wratn,  who  hateth  me:  he  gnashetn  upon 
me  with  his  teeth;  mine  enemy  sharpeneth  his  eves  upon  me. 

10  They  have  gaped  upon  me  with  their  moutk:  they  have  smitten 
me  upon  the  cheek  reproachfully;  they  have  gathered  themselves 
together  against  me. 

11  God  hath  delivered  me  to  the  ungodly,  and  turned  me  over 
into  the  hands  of  the  wicked. 

12  I  was  at  ease,  but  he  hath  broken  me  asunder:  he  hath  also 
taken  me  by  my  neck,  and  shaken  me  to  pieces,  and  set  me  up  for 
his  mark. 


004  JOB  XVII — ^JOB  APPEALETH  FROM  MEN 

13  His  archers  compassed  me  round  about,  he  cleaveth  my  reins 
asunder,  and  doth  not  spare;  he  poureth  out  my  gall  upon  the  ground. 

14  He  breaketh  me  with  breach  upon  breach,  he  runneth  upon 
me  like  a  giant. 

15  I  have  sewed  sackcloth  upon  my  skin,  and  defiled   my   horn 
in  the  dust. 

16  My  face  is  foul  with  weeping,  and  on  my  eyelids  is  the  shadow 
of  death; 

17  Not  for  any  injustice  in  mine  hands:  also  my  prayer  is  pure. 

18  O  earth,  cover  not  thou  my  blood,  and  let  my  cry  have  no  place. 

19  Also  now,  behold,  my  witness  is  in  heaven,  and  my  record  is 
on  high. 

20  ^y  friends  scorn  me :  but  mine  eye  poureth  out  tears  unto  God. 

21  O  that  one  might  plead  for  a  man  with  God,  as  a  man  jdeadeih 
for  his  neighbour! 

22  When  a  few  years  are  come,  then  I  shall  go  the  way  whence 
I  shall  not  return. 

Chapter  17 

1  Job  appealdh  from  men  to  God.    6  The  unmerciful  dealing  of  men  tpiih  ttc  offHeled  may  adonUk,  Ind  moi  di»» 
eourage  the  righteous,     11  His  hope  is  not  in  life,  InU  in  death. 

|Y  breath  is  corrupt,  my  days  are  extinct,  the  graves  are  ready 
for  me. 

2  Are  tliere  not  mockers  with  me  ?  and  doth  not  mine  eye 
continue  in  their  provocation  ? 

3  Lay  down  now,  put  me  in  a  surety  with  thee;  who  is  he  that  will 
strike  hands  with  me.^ 

4  For  thou  hast  hid  their  heart  from  understanding:  therefore 
shalt  thou  not  exalt  them. 

5  He  that  speaketh  flattery  to  his  friends,  even  the  eyes  of  his 
children  shall  fail. 

6  He  hath  made  me  also  a  byword  of  the  people;  and  aforetime 
I  was  as  a  tabret.* 

7  Mine  eye  also  is  dim  by  reason  of  sorrow,  and  all  my  members 
are  as  a  shadow. 

8  Upright  men  shall  be  astonied  at  this,  and  the  innocent  shall  stir 
up  himself  against  the  hypocrite. 

9  The  righteous  also  shall  hold  on  his  way,  and  he  that  hath  clean 
hands  shall  be  stronger  and  stronger. 

10  But  as  for  you  all,  do  ye  return,  and  come  now:  for  I  cannot 
find  one  wise  man  among  you. 

1 1  My  days  are  past,  my  purposes  are  broken  oflF,  even  the  thoughts 
of  my  heart. 

12  They  change  the  night  into  day:  the  light  is  short  because  of 
darkness. 


iReviwd  Venlon,  "and  I  am  become  an  open  abhorring. 
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BT  JAX  Lt7TCK£N,  A  FLEMISH  ARTIST  OF  THE  EIGHT- 
EENTH CENTCBY, 
* 

**And  when  he  died^  he  satd^  The  Lord  look  upon  U  and 
require  it.'* — II.  Chron.^  2J^  2£. 

LEFT  to  himself  after  Jehoiada's  death,  Joaah 
proved  but  a  weak  king  after  all.  His  princes 
flattered  him,  and  entreated  him  to  let  them  wor- 
ship other  gods;  and  he  did  so.  Prophets  arose  to  warn 
him;  but  he  disregarded  the  prophets.  At  length  "the 
Spirit  of  God  came  upon  Zechariah  the  son  of  Jehoiada," 
who  had  succeeded  his  father  in  the  priesthood.  Ztthr 
ariah  proclaimed  that  once  more  was  Judah  to  be  signally 
punished.  **And  thej  conspired  against  him  and  stoned 
him  with  stones  at  the  commandment  of  the  king.'*  In 
the  court  of  the  very  temple  of  God  was  the  prof^et  thus 
slain,  king  and  people  sharing  the  guilt  together.  Zech- 
ariah's  dying  w<»ds  called  for  vengeance  upon  Joaah. 
Legend  says  that  his  blood  continued  to  bubble  up  like  a 
spring  from  the  temple  stones  until  the  Babylonians 
drowned  it  with  the  blood  of  thousands  at  the  destruction 
of  Jerusalem. 

Thus,  with  the  fierce  King  Jehu  murdering  in  Israel, 
and  Judah  also  abandoning  itself  to  sin,  there  was  more 
reason  than  ever  for  God's  disapproval.  Another  great 
Syrian  invasion  followed,  under  King  Hazael;  and  both 
Israel  and  Judah  were  reduced  to  sorer  straits  than  ever. 
Joash  was  defeated  in  a  great  battle;  he  purchased  peace 
only  by  surrendering  all  the  treasures  of  the  temple. 
Some  of  his  own  subjects  slew  him  amid 
the  misery  that  followed. 


v-70 


JOB  XVIII — BILDAD  CONDEMNETH  JOB  ,    905 

13  If  I  wait,  the  grave  is  mine  house:  I  have  made  my  bed  in  the 
darkness. 

14  I  have  said  to  corruption,  Thou  art  my  father:  to  the  worm. 
Thou  art  my  mother,  and  my  sister. 

15  And  where  is  now  my  hope  ?  as  for  my  hope,  who  shall  see  it  ? 

16  They  shall  go  down  to  the  bars  of  the  pit,  wnen  our  rest  together 
is  in  the  dust. 

Ctiapter  18 

1  BUdad  repnveth  Job  of  pruumpiion  and  impatience.    5  The  calamUies  of  (he  wicked, 

HEN  answered  Bildad  the  Shuhite,  and  said, 

2  How  long  vrill  it  be  ere  ye  make  an  end  of  words  ?  miark» 
and  afterwards  we  will  speak. 

3  Wherefore  are  we  counted  as  beasts,  and  repute<i  vile  in  your 
sight  ? 

4  He  teareth  himself  in  his  anger:  shall  the  earth  be  forsaken  fbr 
thee  ?  and  shall  the  rock  be  removed  out  of  his  place  ? 

5  Yea,  the  light  of  the  wicked  shall  be  put  out,  and  the  spark  of 
his  fire  shall  not  shine. 

6  The  light  shall  be  dark  in  his  tabernacle,  and  his  candle  shall  be 
put  out  with  him. 

7  The  steps  of  his  strength  shall  be  straitened,  and  his  own  counsel 
shall  cast  him  down. 

8  For  he  is  cast  into  a  net  by  his  own  feet,  and  he  walketh  upon  a 
snare. 

9  The  gin  shall  take  him  by  the  heel,  and  the  robber  shall  prevail 
against  him. 

10  The  snare  is  laid  for  him  in  the  ground,  and  a  trap  for  him  in 
the  way. 

11  Terrors  shall  make  him  afraid  on  every  side,  and  shall  drive  him 
to  his  feet. 

12  His  strength  shall  be  hunger-bitten,  and  destruction  shall  be 
ready  at  his  side. 

13  It  shall  devour  the  strength  of  his  skin:  even  the  firstborn  of 
death  shall  devour  his  strength. 

14  His  confidence  shall  be  rooted  out  of  his  tabernacle,  and  it  shall 
bring  him  to  the  king  of  terrors. 

15  It  shall  dwell  in  his  tabernacle,  because  it  is  none  of  his:  brim- 
stone shall  be  scattered  upon  his  habitation. 

16  His  roots  shall  be  dried  up  beneath,  and  above  shall  his  branch 
be  cut  off. 

17  His  remembrance  shall  perish  from  the  earth,  and  he  shall  have 
no  name  in  the  street. 

18  He  shall  be  driven  from  light  into  darkness,  and  chased  out  of 
the  world. 


906  JOB  XIX — ^JOB  SHEWETH  HIS  MISERY 

19  He  shall  neither  have  son  nor  nephew  among  his  people,  nor 
any  remaining  in  his  dwellings. 

20  They  that  come  after  him  shall  be  astonied  at  his  day,  as  they 
that  went  before  were  affrighted. 

21  Surely  such  are  the  dwellings  of  the  wick^,  and  this  is  the 
place  of  him  that  knoweth  not  God. 

Ctiapter  19 

1  Job,  compiaining  of  hi  a  friends'  cruelty,  theweth  there  ia  misery  enough  'n  him  to  feed  their  cruelty.     21.  28  He 
craveth  pity.    23  //«  beliereth  the  resurrection. 

HEN  Job  answered  and  said, 

2  How  long  will  ye  vex  my  scul,  and  break  me  in  pieces 
with  words? 

3  These  ten  times  have  ye  reproached  me:  ye  are  not  ashamed 
that  ye  make  yourselves  strange  to  me. 

*4  And  be  it  indeed  that  I  have  erred,  mine  error  remaineth  with 
myself. 

5  If  indeed  ye  will  magnify  yourselves  against  me,  and  plead  against 
me  my  reproach: 

6  Know  now  that  God  hath  overthrown  me,  and  hath  compassed 
me  with  his  net. 

7  Behold,  I  cry  out  of  wrong,  but  I  am  not  heard:  I  cry  aloud,  but 
there  is  no  judgment. 

8  He  hath  fenced  up  my  way  that  I  cannot  pass,  and  he  hath  set 
darkness  in  my  paths. 

9  He  hath  stripped  me  of  my  glory,  and  taken  the  crown  from 
my  head. 

10  He  hath  destroyed  me  on  every  side,  and  I  am  gone:  and  mine 
hope  hath' he  removed  like  a  tree. 

11  He  hath  also  kindled  his  wrath  against  me,  and  he  counteth 
me  unto  him  as  one  of  his  enemies. 

12  His  troops  come  together,  and  raise  up  their  way  against  me, 
and  encamp  round  about  my  tabernacle. 

13  He  hath  put  my  brethren  far  from  me,  and  mine  acquaintance 
are  verily  estranged  from  me. 

14  My  kinsfolk  have  failed,  and  my  familiar  friends  have  forgotten 
me. 

15  They  that  dwell  in  mine  house,  and  my  maids,  count  me  for  a 
stranger:  I  am  an  alien  in  their  sight. 

16  I  called  my  servant,  and  he  gave  me  no  answer;  I  intreated  him 
with  my  mouth. 

17  My  breath  is  strange  to  my  wife,  though  I  intreated  for  the 
children's  sake  of  mine  own  bodjr. 

18  Yea,  young  children  despised  me;  I  arose,  and  they  spake 
against  me. 


»? 


-^^ 


\f — '-55: 


•:  !'#-"  -i  — 

I;'    ' 

'i:r 

A- 

■i 


_■'*■• 


i3nn,r;iliG  )o  '-  riiC  3{{3^ 


v..  rN\" 


»    I 


.j-ir;{ 


./ 


1  •- '  /.'  I 


( J 


M 


1  <  <  •  t 


M^ 


»      '. 


i 


I    •  I 


<. 


^ 


-i'»  •, 


» I     »    ■»  I       ;     I 


JU. 


♦  ) 


^ii 


-  ;•   •• 


•  , 


Vi 


«., 


I  '  • 


\ 


I  . 


.»  1 


J. 


r 


f- 


—   •.'.  k 


'-•"•  "a. 


:ii. 


*    %-"  t 


W^  9rrotD  of  Heltberome 

1.  IfCBCH,  A  BECENT  ENOUSH  ABTIBT.      TBOU 


TUB  Di 


GAL 


"^nif  he  Mtidt  The  arrow  of  the  Lord'i  ddivtranee,  and 
the  arrow  of  deliverance  from  Syria" — II.  Kings^  13 j  17. 

F  THE  two  kingdoDu  of  the  Hebrews,  the  nrnthent 
one  was  more  exposed  to  the  Syrian  ravages;  and 
the  suffering  of  the  Und  grew  ever  worse.  King 
Jehu  fought  the  invaders  all  his  life,  as  did  his  son  and 
successor,  Jehoahaz.  But  at  last  all  of  Jehoahax's  fofces 
were  reduced  to  *' fifty  horsemen,  and  ten  chariots,  and  ten 
thousand  footmen.'*  During  neither  of  these  reigns  do 
we  hear  aught  further  of  the  prophet  Elisha,  who  had  in 
effect  placed  Jehu  upon  the  throne.  God's  ways  are  not 
man's  ways;  and  it  may  well  be  that  the  gentle  Elisha 
was  awed,  overwhelmed  by  the  consequences  of  his  deed, 
that  he  sank  crushed  and  despairing  beneath  the  misery 
of  his  country. 

Only  the  account  of  his  death  brings  him  again  before 
us.  This  occurred  in  the  reign  of  the  next  king  <^  Israel, 
another  Joash  or  Jehoash.  The  aged  prophet*  sum- 
moned to  his  bedside  the  young  king,  and  bade  him  lake 
bow  and  arrow  in  hand.  Then  the  dying  '"father  of  Israel" 
placed  his  hands  upon  the  king's  hands  which  held  the 
weapon,  and  feebly  aided  him  to  shoot  through  an  open 
window  in  the  direction  of  the  Syrians.  Elisha  prophesied 
that  even  thus  should  Joash  smite  the  Syrians  and  deliver 
Israel. 


v-71 


JOB  XIX — THE  RESURRECTION  907 

19  All  my  inward  friends  abhorred  me:  and  they  whom  I  loved 
are  turned  against  me. 

20  My  bone  cleaveth  to  my  skin  and  to  my  flesh,  and  I  am  escaped 
with  the  skin  of  my  teeth. 

21  Have  pity  upon  me,  have  pity  upon  me,  O  ye  my  friends;  for  the 
hand  of  God  hath  touched  me. 

22  Why  do  ye  persecute  me  as  God,  and  are  not  satisfied  with  my 
flesh  ? 

23  Oh  that  my  words  were  now  written!  oh  that  they  were  printed 
in  a  book! 

24  That  they  were  graven  with  an  iron  pen  and  lead  in  the  rock 
for  ever! 

25  For  I  know  that  mv  redeemer  liveth,  and  thai  he  shall  stand  at 
the  latter  day  upon  the  earth: 

26  And  though  after  my  skin  worms  destroy  this  body^  yet  in  my 
flesh  shall  I  see  God: 

27  Whom  I  shall  see  for  myself,  and  mine  eyes  shall  behold,  and 
not  another:  though  my  reins  be  consumed  within  me. 

28  But  ye  should  say.  Why  persecute  we  him,  seeing  the  root  of  the 
matter  is  found  in  me  ? 

29  Be  ye  afraid  of  the  sword:  for  wrath  bringeth  the  punishments 
of  the  sword,  that  ye  may  know  there  is  a  judgment. 

Chapter  20 

Zophar  fhewih  the  ttaU  and  portion  of  the  wicked. 

HEN  answered  Zophar  the  Naamathite,  and  said, 

2  Therefore  do  my  thoughts  cause  me  to  answer,  and  for 
this  I  make  haste. 

3  I  have  heard  the  check  of  my  reproach,  and  the  spirit  of  my 
imderstanding  causeth  me  to  answer. 

4  Knowest  thou  not  this  of  old,  since  man  was  placed  upon  earth, 

5  That  the  triumphing  of  the  wicked  is  short,  and  the  joy  of  the 
hypocrite  but  for  a  moment  ? 

6  Though  his  excellency  mount  up  to  the  heavens,  and  his  head 
reach  unto  the  clouds; 

7  Yet  he  shall  perish  for  ever  like  his  own  dung:  they  which  have 
seen  him  shall  say,  Where  is  he  ? 

8  He  shall  fly  away  as  a  dream,  and  shall  not  be  found:  yea,  he 
shall  be  chased  away  as  a  vision  of  the  nicht. 

9  The  eye  also  which  saw  him  shall  see  nim  no  more;  neither  shall 
his  place  any  more  behold  him. 

10  His  children  shall  seek  to  please  the  poor,  and  his  hands  shall 
restore  their  goods. 

11  His  bones  are  full  of  the  sin  of  his  youth,  which  shall  lie  down 
with  him  in  the  dust. 


908  JOB  XX — ZOPHAR  DESCRIBETH  THE  WICKED 

12  Thougli  wickedness  be  sweet  in  his  mouth,  though  he  hide 
it  under  his  tongue; 

13  Though  he  spare  it,  and  forsake  it  not:  but  keep  it  still  within 
his  mouth: 

14  Yet  his  meat  in  his  bowels  is  turned,  U  is  the  gall  of  asps  within 
him: 

15  He  hath  swallowed  down  riches,  and  he  shall  vomit  them  up 
again:  God  shall  cast  them  out  of  his  belly. 

16  He  shall  suck  the  poison  of  asps:  the  viper's  tongue  shall  slay 
him. 

17  He  shall  not  see  the  rivers,  the  floods,  the  brooks  of  honey  and 
butter. 

18  That  which  he  laboured  for  shall  he  restore,  and  shall  not  swal- 
low it  down:  according  to  his  substance  shall  the  restitution  &e,  and 
he  shall  not  rejoice  therein. 

19  Because  he  hath  oppressed  and  hath  forsaken  the  poor;  because 
he  hath  violently  taken  away  an  house  which  he  builded  not; 

20  Surely  he  shall  not  feel  quietness  in  his  belly,  he  shall  not  save 
of  that  which  he  desired. 

21  There  shall  none  of  his  meat  be  left;  therefore  shall  no  man 
look  for  his  goods. 

22  In  the  fulness  of  his  suflSciency  he  shall  be  in  straits;  every 
hand  of  the  wicked  shall  come  upon  him. 

23  When  he  is  about  to  fill  his  oelly,  God  shall  cast  the  fury  of  hi» 
wrath  upon  him,  and  shall  rain  it  upon  him  while  he  is  eating. 

24  He  shall  flee  from  the  iron  weapon,  and  the  bow  of  steel  shall 
strike  him  through. 

25  It  is  drawn,  and  cometh  out  of  the  body;  yea,  the  glittering 
sword  cometh  out  of  his  gall:  terrors  are  upon  him. 

26  All  darkness  shall  he  hid  in  his  secret  places:  a  fire  not  blown 
shall  consume  him;  it  shall  go  ill  with  him  that  is  left  in  his  tabernacle. 

27  The  heaven  shall  reveal  his  iniquity;  and  the  earth  shall  rise  up 
against  him. 

28  The  increase  of  his  house  shall  depart,  and  his  goods  shall 
flow  away  in  the  day  of  his  wrath. 

29  This  is  the  portion  of  a  wicked  man  from  God,  and  the  heritage 
appointed  unto  him  by  God. 

Chapter  21 


1  Jcib  tiieweth  (hat  even  in  ihe  judgment  of  man  he  hath  reason  to  be  grieved.  7  ScmdSmei  (he  vidted  jirotper. 
Oiough  they  despise  God.  16  Sometimes  their  destruction  is  manifest.  22  The  happy  and  unhappv  art  alike  i» 
death.    27  The  judgment  of  the  wicked  is  in  another  world, 

UT  Job  answered  and  said, 

2  Hear  diligently  my  speech,  and  let  this  be  your  consola- 

tions. 

3  Suffer  me  that  I  may  speak;  and  after  that  I  have  spoken,  mock  on. 
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AN   EAJBLT   ENGLISH    PBINT   BT   G.    FREICAN. 

^**And  when  the  man  was  let  dowit,  and  touched  the  bones 
cfEHsha^  he  revived^  and  stood  up  on  his  feet.** — 11.  Kings^ 
IS,  21. 

IN  THOSE  last  moments  of  Elisha,  his  devotion  to 
Israel,  his  patriotism,  flamed  up  fiercely  from  his 
gentle  spirit.  Not  content  with  aiding  Kng  Joash 
to  shoot  the  arrow  of  deliverance,  he  bade  the  young  king 
take  a  bundle  of  arrows  and  strike  them  repeatedly  upon 
the  ground.  Joash,  puzzled  but  obedient,  did  so.  He 
struck  the  ground  three  times,  then  he  stopped.  Elisha 
cried  out  fiercely  against  him  that  he  had  not  struck  five 
or  six  times,  "then  had  thou  smitten  Syria  till  thou  hadst 
consumed  it.'*  As  it  was  he  would  win  but  three  great 
victories. 

Leaving  this  heritage  of  rescue  to  his  countrymen, 
Elisha  died;  and  they  buried  him  with  honor.  Yet  even 
in  his  death  one  further  miraculous  deed  is  recorded  of 
him.  Another  dead  man  was  being  borne  forth  to  burial. 
The  exhausted  land  was  filled  with  marauders,  a  band  of 
whom  threatened  the  funeral  procession,  so  the  dead 
man  was  hastily  placed  in  Elisha's  grave.  No  sooner 
had  he  touched  the  holy  bones  within,  than  life  came  back 
to  him;  he  arose  and  rejoined  his  friends. 
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JOB  XXI — THE  UNEQUALNESS  OF  FORTUNE  90& 

4  As  for  me,  is  my  complaint  to  man  ?  and  if  it  were  so,  why  should 
not  my  spirit  be  troubled  ? 

5  Mark  me,  and  be  astonished,  and  lay  your  hand  upon  your 
mouth. 

6  Even  when  I  remember  I  am  afraid,  and  trembling  taketh  hold 
on  mv  flesh. 

7  tVherefore  do  the  wicked  live,  become  old,  yea,  are  mighty  in 
power  ? 

8  Their  seed  is  established  in  their  sight  with  them,  and  their 
offspring  before  their  eyes. 

9  Their  houses  are  safe  from  fear,  neither  is  the  rod  of  God  upon 
them. 

10  Their  bull  ffendereth,  and  faileth  not;  their  cow  calveth,  and 
casteth  not  her  calf. 

11  They  send  forth  their  little  ones  like  a  flock,  and  their  children 
dance. 

12  They  take  the  timbrel  and  harp,  and  rejoice  at  the  sound  of  the 
organ. 

13  They  spend  their  days  in  wealth,  and  in  a  moment  go  down 
to  the  grave. 

14  Therefore  they  say  unto  God,  Depart  from  us;  for  we  desire  nol 
the  knowledge  of  tny  ways. 

15  What  IS  the  Almighty,  that  we  should  serve  him?  and  whai 
profit  should  we  have,  if  we  pray  unto  him  ? 

16  Lo,  their  good  is  not  in  their  hand:  the  counsel  of  the  wicked 
is  far  from  me. 

17  How  oft  is  the  candle  of  the  wicked  put  out!  and  how  oft  cometh 
their  destruction  upon  them!     God  distributeth  sorrows  in  nis  anger. 

18  They  are  as  stubble  before  the  wind,  and  as  chaff  that  the 
storm  carrieth  away. 

19  God  layeth  up  his  iniquity  for  his  children:  he  rewardeth  him, 
and  he  shall  know  t<. 

20  His  eyes  shall  see  his  destruction,  and  he  shall  drink  of  the 
wrath  of  the  Almighty. 

21  For  what  pleasure  hath  he  in  his  house  after  him,  when  the 
number  of  his  months  is  cut  off  in  the  midst  ? 

22  Shall  any  teach  God  knowledge  ?  seeing  he  judgeth  those  that 
are  high. 

23  One  dieth  in  his  full  strength,  being  wholly  at  ease  and  quiet: 

24  His  breasts  are  full  of  milK,  and  his  bones  are  moistened  with 
marrow. 

25  And  another  dieth  in  the  bitterness  of  his  soul,  and  never  eateth 
with  pleasure.       / 

26  They  shall  lie  down  alike  in  the  dust,  and  the  worms  shall  cover 
them. 


910  JOB  XXII — ELIPHAZ  ACCUSES  JOb's  LIFE 

27  Behold,  I  know  your  thoughts,  and  the  devices  which  ye  wrong* 
fully  imagine  against  me. 

28  For  ye  say.  Where  is  the  house  of  the  prince?  and  where  are 
the  dwelling  places  of  the  wicked  ? 

29  Have  ye  not  asked  them  that  go  by  the  way?  and  do  ye  not 
know  their  tokens, 

30  That  the  wicked  is  reserved  to  the  day  of  destruction?  they 
shall  be  brought  forth  to  the  day  of  wrath. 

31  Who  shall  declare  his  way  to  his  face  ?  and  who  shall  repay  him 
what  he  hath  done  ? 

32  Yet  shall  he  be  brought  to  the  grave,  and  shall  remain  in  the 
tomb. 

33  The  clods  of  the  valley  shall  be  sweet  unto  him,  and  every  man 
shall  draw  after  him,  as  there  are  innumerable  before  him. 

34  How  then  comfort  ye  me  in  vain,  seeing  in  your  answers  there 
remaineth  falsehood? 

diapter  22 

1  EHphaz  fhtwdh  Ihai  man*9  goodneta  proflleth  nU  God.    5  He  aceuMdh  Jab  Of  diven  tin9»    21  Beexkoridk  him 
to  Ttpeniance,  wilk  promitet  of  mercy. 


HEN  Eliphaz  the  Temanite  answered  and  said, 

2  Can  a  man  be  profitable  unto  God,  as  he  that  is  ^Wse 
may  be  profitable  unto  himself? 

3  Is  it  anv  pleasure  to  the  Almighty,  that  thou  are  righteous?  or 
is  it  gain  to  him^  that  thou  makest  thy  ways  perfect  ? 

4  \Vill  he  reprove  thee  for  fear  of  thee  ?  will  he  enter  with  thee 
into  judgment  ? 

5  is  not  thy  wickedness  great  ?  and  thine  iniquities  infinite  ? 

6  For  thou  hast  taken  a  pledge  from  thy  brother  for  nought,  and 
stripped  the  naked  of  their  clothing. 

7  Thou  hast  not  given  water  to  tne  weary  to  drink,  and  thou  hast 
withholden  bread  from  the  hungry. 

8  But  as  for  the  mighty  man,  he  had  the  earth;  and  the  honourable 
man  dwelt  in  it. 

9  Thou  hast  sent  widows  away  empty,  and  the  arms  of  the  fathe 
less  have  been  broken. 

10  Therefore  snares  are  round  about  thee,  and  sudden  fear  troubleth 
thee; 

11  Or  darkness,  that  thou  canst  not  see;  and  abundance  of  waters 
cover  thee. 

12  Is  not  God  in  the  height  of  heaven?  and  behold  the  height  of 
the  stars,  how  high  they  are! 

13  And  thou  sayest.  How  doth  God  know  ?  can  he  judge  through 
the  dark  cloud? 

14  Thick  clouds  are  a  covering  to  him,  that  he  seeth  not;  and  he 
walketh  in  the  circuit  of  heaven. 
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FBOM  THE   PRIVATE   COLLECTION  OF  MB.  FBAMK 

E.  WBIGHT  OF  PHILADELPHIA. 

* 

**And  Joash  the  king  of  Itrad brake 

daum  the  toall  ofJerueaiem" — II .  Chron.^  25^  2$. 

ELISHA'S  last  protege,  the  young  King  Joash  ol 
Israel,  proved  an  able  and  godlj  ruler.  He  con- 
quered the  Syrians  as  Elisha  had  foret<^d,  so  that 
never  again  did  they  trouble  Israel.  He  also  won  a  great 
victory  over  Judah.  This  fratricidal  war  was  forced  upon 
him.  A  young  king,  Amariah,  had  arisen  in  Judah, 
proud  of  his  strength  and  eager  for  conquest  He  set 
out  to  make  Judah  a  great  kingdom,  such  as  she  had  been 
under  David  and  again  under  Jehoshaphat.  Having 
conquered  the  Edomites,  upon  his  southern  border,  he  sent 
a  challenge  to  Joash,  his  northern  neighbor,  *'Come,  let 
us  look  one  another  in  the  face." 

There  had  been  no  war  between  the  two  kingdoms  since 
Jehoshaphat  had  made  his  alliance  with  King  Ahab;  and 
now  the  young  king  of  Israel  was  most  unwilling  to  renew 
the  strife.  He  sent  King  Amaziah  an  ironic  parable  com- 
paring him  to  a  thistle  which  thought  itself  a  mighty  tree 
because  of  its  sting,  but  which  was  easily  trodden  under- 
foot. Thekingof  Judah  was,  however,  resolved  on  war.  So 
Joash  met  him  perforce,  and  took  him  prisoner,  and  cap- 
tured Jerusalem,  which  had  been  often  threatened  by 
foreign  kings  and  put  to  ransom,  but  had  never  been  actually 
conquered  since  the  days  of  David.  Now  Joash  beat 
down  "four  hundred  cubits"  of  the  wall,  rode 
through  the  city  in  triumph,  and  carried 
away  whatever  spoil  he  would. 
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15  Hast    thou    marked    the   old  way  which   wicked    men    have 
trodden  ? 

16  Which  were  cut  down  out  of  time,  whose  foundation  was  over- 
flown with  a  flood: 

17  Which  said  unto  God,  Depart  from  us:  and  what  can  the 
Almighty  do  for  them  ? 

18  Yet  he  filled  their  houses  with  good  things:  but  the  counsel  of 
the  wicked  is  far  from  me. 

19  The  righteous  see  it^  and  are  glad:  and  the  innocent  laugh  them 
to  scorn. 

20  Whereas  our  substance  is  not  cut  down,  but  the  remnant  of 
them  the  fire  consumelh. 

21  Acquaint  now  thyself  with  him,  and  be  at  peace:  thereby  good 
shall  come  unto  thee. 

22  Receive,  I  pray  thee,  the  law  from  his  mouth,  and  lay  up  his 
words  in  thy  heart. 

23  If  thou  return  to  the  Almighty,  thou  shalt  be  built  up,  thou 
shalt  put  away  iniquity  far  from  tny  tabernacles. 

24  Then  shalt  thou  lay  up  gold  as  dust,  and  the  gold  of  Ophir  as 
the  stones  of  the  brooks. 

25  Yea,  the  Almighty  shall  be  thy  defence,  and  thou  shalt  have 
plenty  of  silver. 

26  For  then  shalt  thou  have  thy  delight  in  the  Almighty,  and  shalt 
lift  up  thy  face  unto  God. 

27  Thou  shalt  make  thy  prayer  unto  him,  and  he  shall  hear  thee, 
and  thou  shalt  pay  thy  vows. 

28  Thou  shalt  also  decree  a  thing,  and  it  shall  be  established  unto 
thee:  and  the  light  shall  shine  upon  thy  ways. 

29  When  men  are  cast  down,  then  thou  shalt  say.  There  is  lifting 
up;  and  he  shall  save  the  humble  person. 

30  He  shall  deliver  the  island  of  the  innocent:  and  it  is  delivered 
by  the  pureness  of  thine  hands. 

Chapter  23 

I  Job  lonoeth  to  appear  before  Ood,  6  in  confidence  of  hU  mercy.    8  CM,  vho  U  invieible,  ob^erveth  cur  iwiy«. 

II  Job' 9  tnnocency.     13  Ood'e  decree  ia  immutable. 

HEN  Job  answered  and  said, 

2  Even  to-day  is  my  complaint  bitter :  my  stroke  is  heavier 
„^ ^  than  mv  groaning. 

3  Oh  that  I  knew  where  I  might  find  him!  that  I  might  come  even 

to  his  seat! 

4  I  would  order  my  cause  before  him,  and  fill  my  mouth  with 

arguments. 

5  I  would  know  the  words  which  he  would  answer  me,  and  under- 
stand what  he  would  say  unto  me. 
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6  Will  he  plead  against  me  with  his  great  power?    No;  but  he 
would  put  strength  in  me. 

7  Tnere  the  righteous  might  dispute  with  him;  so  should  I  be 
delivered  for  ever  from  my  judge. 

8  Behold,  I  go  forward,  but  he  is  not  there;  and  backward,  but 
I  cannot  perceive  him : 

9  On  tne  left  hand,  where  he  doth  work,  but  I  cannot  behold  him: 
he  hideth  himself  on  the  right  hand,  that  I  cannot  see  him: 

10  But  he  knoweth  the  way  that  I  take:  when  he  hath  tried  me,  I 
shall  come  forth  as  gold. 

11  My  foot  hath  held  his  steps,  his  way  have  I  kept,  and  not  declined. 

12  Neither  have  I  gone  back  from  the  commandment  of  his  lips; 
I  have  esteemed  the  words  of  his  mouth  more  than  my  necesssLry  food. 

13  But  he  is  in  one  mindy  and  who  can  turn  him?  and  what  his 
soul  desireth,  even  thai  he  doeth. 

14  For  he  performeth  the  thing  thai  is  appointed  for  me:  and  many 
such  things  are  with  him. 

15  Therefore  am  I  troubled  at  his  presence:  when  I  consider,  I 
am  afraid  of  him. 

16  For  God  maketh  my  heart  soft,  and  the  Almighty  troubleth  me: 

17  Because  I  was  not  cut  off  before  the  darkness,  neither  hath  he 
covered  the  darkness  from  my  face. 

Cliapter  24 

1  Wickedne»$  goeth  often  unjmnUhed.     17  There  U  a  Mcref  fudgmetU  for  the  wicked. 

HY,  seeing  times  are  not  hidden  from  the  Almighty,  do  they 


that  know  him  not  see  his  days  ? 

2  Some  remove  the  landmarks;  they  violently  take  away 
flocks,  and  feed  thereof. 

3  They  drive  away  the  ass  of  the  fatherless,  they  take  the  widow's 
ox  for  a  pledge. 

4  They  turn  the  needy  out  of  the  way:  the  poor  of  the  earth  hide 
themselves  together. 

5  Behold,  cw  wild  asses  in  the  desert,  go  they  forth  to  their  work; 
rising  betimes  for  a  prey:  the  wilderness  yieldeth  food  for  them  and 
for  their  children. 

6  They  reap  every  one  his  corn  in  the  field:  and  they  gather  the 
vintage  of  the  wicked. 

7  They  cause  the  naked  to  lodge  without  clothing,  that  they  have 
no  covering  in  the  cold. 

8  They  are  wet  with  the  showers  of  the  mountains,  and  embrace 
the  rock  for  want  of  a  shelter. 

9  They  pluck  the  fatherless  from  the  breast,  and  take  a  pledge  of 
the  poor. 
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bt  ▲.  d.  bahn,  a  contelfporabt  amkricak 

abhst. 

* 
Fan,  him9^ha$ied  also  to  go  out,  beeaiuse  the  Lord  had 
smiUen  Am.'*—//.  Chwn.,  26,  20. 

THE  victories  of  King  Jouh  of  Israd  maiked  the 
beginning  of  a  long  period  of  returning  prosperity 
both  far  Israel  and  Judah.  Joash  was  siiooeeded 
by  his  son  Jeroboam  II,  who  continued  his  father's  vic- 
tories over  the  Syrians  until  he  had  omiquered  their  two 
capitals,  Hamath  and  Damascus.  He  is  accounted  the 
mightiest  of  the  Samarian  kings.  In  his  successes  he  was 
encouraged  and  guided  by  that  ppophet  Jonah,  whose 
words  have  come  down  to  us  in  a  separate  book  of  the 
Bible. 

Equally  fortunate  was  Judah  in  her  monardi  con- 
temporary with  Jeroboam  II.  This  Judean  king  was 
Uzziah  or  Azariah,  who  sat  for  fifty-two  years  upon  the 
throne.  Uzsiah  subdued  the  Phoenicians  of  the  coast- 
lands,  and  ruled  over  the  south  as  successfully  as  Jeroboam 
over  the  north.  Nor  did  the  two  monarchs  ev^r  engage 
in  that  fratricidal  strife  which  had  so  often  proved  disas- 
trous to  both  lands.  Uzsiah,  however,  in  his  oU  age 
brought  personal  disaster  upon  himself.  He  attempted 
to  dictate  to  the  priests  ol  God's  temple,  and  even  to  ttswp 
the  priestly  office  himself.  As  he  approached  the  altar, 
he  was  suddenly  smitten  with  leprosy,  and  fled  in  temr 
from  the  scene  of  his  sin.  The  incurable  leprosy  remained 
upon  him  till  his  death. 


^ 


v-74 


JOB  XXIV — THE  WAYS  OF  THE  WICKED  913 

10  They  cause  him  to  go  naked  without  clothing,  and  they  take 
away  the  sheaf /rom  the  hungry; 

1 1  Which  make  oil  within  their  walls,  and  tread  their  wine-presses, 
and  suffer  thirst. 

12  Men  groan  from  out  of  the  city,  and  the  soul  of  the  wounded 
crieth  out:  yet  God  layeth  not  folly  to  them. 

13  They  are  of  those  that  rebel  against  the  light;  they  know  not 
the  ways  thereof,  nor  abide  in  the  paths  thereof. 

14  The  murderer  rising  with  the  light  killeth  the  poor  and  needy, 
and  in  the  night  is  as  a  tnief . 

15  The  eye  also  of  the  adulterer  waiteth  for' the  twilight,  saying, 
No  eye  shall  see  me :  and  disguiseth  his  face. 

16  In  the  dark  they  di^  tnrough  houses,  which  they  had  marked 
for  themselves  in  the  daytime:  they  know  not  the  light. 

17  For  the  morning  is  to  them  even  as  the  shadow  of  death:  if 
one  know  them^  they  are  in  the  terrors  of  the  shadow  of  death. 

18  He  is  swift  as  the  waters;  their  portion  is  cursed  in  the  earth: 
he  beholdeth  not  the  way  of  the  vineyards. 

19  Drought  and  heat  consiune  the  snow  waters:  so  doth  the  grave 
those  which  have  sinned. 

20  The  womb  shall  forget  him;  the  worm  shall  feed  sweetly  on 
him;  he  shall  be  no  more  remembered;  and  wickedness  shall  be 
broken  as  a  tree. 

21  He  evil  entreateth  the  barren  that  beareth  not:  and  doeth  not 
good  to  the  widow. 

22  He  draweth  also  the  mighty  with  his  power:  he  riseth  up,  and 
no  man  is  sure  of  life. 

23  Though  it  be  given  him  to  be  in  safety,  whereon  he  resteth; 
yet  his  eyes  arjB  upon  their  ways. 

24  They  are  exalted  for  a  little  while,  but  are  gone  and  brought 
low ;  they  are  taken  out  of  the  way  as  all  other y  and  cut  off  as  the  tops 
of  the  ears  of  corn. 

25  Ai\d  if  it  be  not  so  now,  who  will  make  me  a  liar,  and  make  my 
speech  Jiothing  worth  ? 

Chapter  25 

Bildad  Ouweth  that  man  cannot  5e  fiuHfted  before  God. 

HEN  answered  Bildad  the  Shuhite,  and  said, 

2  Dominion  and  fear  are  with  him;  he  maketh  peace  in 


his  high  places. 

3  Is  there  any  number  of  his  armies  ?  and  upon  whom  doth  not  his 

light  arise? 

4  How  then  can  man  be  justified  with  God  ?  or  how  can  he  be  clean 

that  is  bom  of  a  woman  ? 
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5  Behold  even  to  the  moon,  and  it  shineth  not;  yea,  the  stars  are 
not  pure  in  his  sight. 

6  How  much  less  man,  thai  is  a  worm  ?  and  the  son  of  man,  Schick 
is  a  worm  ? 

Chapter  26 

I  Job,  reproving  tke  unekariiabU  tpirii  of  BOdad,  5  aeknowUdgolh  Ou  power  of  Ood  to  bo  U^ftnUo  imd  imtaorckoMc 

UT  Job  answered  and  said, 

2  How  hast  thou  helped  him  that  is  without  power?  horn 
savest  thou  the  arm  that  hath  no  strength  ? 

3  How  hast  thou  'counselled  him  that  hath  no  wisdom  ?  and  hem 
hast  thou  plentifully  declared  the  thin^  as  it  is  ? 

4  To  wnom  hast  thou  uttered  woros  ?  and  whose  spirit  came  from 
thee? 

5  Dead  things  are  formed  from  under  the  waters,*  and   the  in- 
habitants thereof. 

6  Hell  is  naked  before  him,  and  destruction  hath  no  covering. 

7  He  stretcheth  out  the  north  over  the  empty  place,  and  hangeth 
the  earth  upon  nothing. 

8  He  bindeth  up  the  waters  in  his  thick  clouds;  and  the  cloud  is 
not  rent  under  them. 

9  He  holdeth  back  the  face  of  his  throne,  and  spreadeth  his  cloud 
upon  it. 

10  He  hath  compassed  the  waters  with  bounds,  until  the  day  and 
night  come  to  an  end. 

11  The  pillars  of  heaven  tremble  and  are  astonished  at  his  reproof. 

12  He  divideth  the  sea  with  his  power,  and  by  his  understanding 
he  smiteth  through  the  proud. 

13  By  his  spirit  he  nad  garnished  the  heavens;  his  hand  hath 
formed  the  crooked  serpent. 

14  Lo,  these  are  parts  of  his  ways:  but  how  little  a  portion  is  heard 
of  him  ?  but  the  thunder  of  his  power  who  can  understand  ? 

Ctiapter  27 

1  Job proUddh hU HneerUy.    8  The hypocriU U wUhmU hope.     11  The bleooingo toMdi the widtod haoeontuned 
wtocuroes. 


:^.ri 


jOREOVER  Job  continued  his  parable,  and  said, 

2  As  God  hveth,  who  hath  taken  away  my  judgment;  and 
the  Almighty,  who  hath  vexed  my  soul; 

3  All  the  while  my  breath  is  in  me,  and  the  spirit  of  God  is  in  my 
nostrils; 

4  My  lips  shall  not  speak  wickedness,  nor  my  tongue  utter  deceit. 

5  God  forbid  that  I  should  justify  you:  till  I  die  I  will  not  remove 
mine  integrity  from  me. 

iRevised  Venion,  *'Tbey  that  are  deoeued  tremble  beneath  the  waten,"  etc 
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BT   B.    PICART,  THE  FLEMISH  ABTIST,  DIED    1734. 

**  NoiP  hear  me  therefore,  and  deliver  the  captives  again, 
which  ye  have  taken  captive  of  your  brethren** — II.  Chron., 
28,  11. 

DURING  the  long  reign  of  Jeroboam  II,  Israel 
"waxed  fat"  in  peace  and  prosperity.  Idleness 
led  her  people  into  grossest  sin;  and  disaster  fol- 
lowed. Civil  war  broke  out  after  Jeroboam's  death. 
Once  more,  as  in  earlier  centuries,  rival  generab  struggled 
for  the  throne,  and  slew  their  enemies.  Also  the  great 
empire  of  Assyria  arose,  and  began  the  conquest  of  the 
Mediterranean  states.  Tilgath-pilneser,  the  Assyrian  mon- 
arch, completely  defeated  Israel,  and  bore  away  many  of 
its  people  into  captivity,  the  "first  captivity"  of  all  the  sad 
ones  that  were  to  follow  through  the  ages. 

The  internicine  strife  between  Israel  and  Judah  was 
also  renewed.  Jerusalem  was  besieged  by  Pekah,  one  of 
the  usurping  kings  of  Israel;  and,  though  he  could  not 
take  the  capital,  Pekah  ravaged  all  the  land  and  carried 
two  hundred  thousand  captives  back  to  Samaria.  Here 
arose  one  gentle  incident  in  contrast  to  all  the  crime  and 
uproar.  Oded,  a  prophet  of  Israel,  protested  against  the 
Hebrews  of  the  northern  kingdom  thus  enslaving  their 
brethren  of  the  south.  His  words  softened  the  hearts  of 
his  countrymen,  and  under  his  guidance  the  rejoicing 
captives  were  sheltered,  ministered  unto,  and  sent  back 
to  their  Judean  homes. 
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6  My  righteousness  I  hold  fast,  and  will  not  let  it  go:  my  heart 
shall  not  reproach  me  so  long  as  I  live. 

7  Let  thine  enemy  be  as  tne  wicked,  and  he  that  riseth  up  against 
me  as  the  unrighteous. 

8  For  what  is  the  hope  of  the  hypocrite,  though  he  hath  gained^ 
when  God  taketh  away  nis  soul  ? 

9  Will  God  hear  his  cry  when  trouble  cometh  upon  him  ? 

10  Will  he  delight  himself  in  the  Almighty?  will  he  always  call 
upon  God? 

11  I  will  teach  you  by  the  hand  of-  God:  that  which  is  with  the 
Almighty  will  I  not  conceal. 

12  Behold,  all  ye  yourselves  have  seen  it;  why  then  are  ye  thus 
altogether  vain? 

13  This  is  the  portion  of  a  wicked  man  with  God,  and  the  heritage 
of  oppressors,  which  they  shall  receive  of  the  Almighty. 

14  if  his  children  be  multiplied,  it  is  for  the  sword:  and  his  oflf- 
springshall  not  be  satisfied  with  bread. 

15  r hose  that  remain  of  him  shall  be  buried  in  death:  and  his 
widows  shall  not  weep. 

16  Though  he  heap  up  silver  as  the  dust,  and  prepare  raiment  as 
the  clay; 

17  He  may  prepare  ity  but  the  just  shall  put  it  on,  and  the  innocent 
shall  divide  the  silver. 

18  He  buildeth  his  house  as  a  moth,  and  as  a  booth  that  the  keeper 
maketh. 

19  The  rich  man  shall  lie  down,  but  he  shall  not  be  gathered:  he 
openeth  his  eyes,  and  he  is  not. 

20  Terrors  take  hold  on  him  as  waters,  a  tempest  stealeth  him 
away  in  the  night. 

21  The  east  wind  carrieth  him  away,  and  he  departeth:  and  as  a 
storm  hurleth  him  out  of  his  place. 

22  For  God  shall  cast  upon  him,  and  not  spare;  he  would  fain  flee 
out  of  his  hand. 

23  Men  shall  clap  their  hands  at  him,  and  shall  hiss  him  out  of 
his  place. 

Chapter  28 

1  Thert  U  a  knouHedge  cf  natural  thingB,    12  BtU  wudom  is  an  exoeUent  gift  cf  Qod, 

URELY  there  is  a  vein  for  the  silver,  and  a  place  for  gold 
where  they  fine  it, 

2  Iron  is  taken  out  of  the  earth,  and  brass  is  molten  out 
of  the  stone. 

3  He  setteth  an  end  to  darkness,  and  searcheth  out  all  perfection: 
the  stones  of  darkness,  and  the  shadow  of  death. 

4  The  flood  breaketh  out  from  the  inhabitant;  even  the  waters 
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forgotten  of  the  foot:  they  are  dried  up,  they  are  gone  away  from 
men. 

5  As  Jot  the  earth,  out  of  it  cometh  bread:  and  under  it  is  turned 
up  as  it  were  fire. 

6  The  stones  of  it  are  the  place  of  sapphires :  and  it  hath  dust  of  gold. 

7  There  is  a  path  which  no  fowl  knoweth,  and  which  the  vulture's 
eye  hath  not  seen: 

8  The  lion's  whelps  have  not  trodden  it,  nor  the  fierce  lion  passed 
by  it. 

9  He  putteth  forth  his  hand  upon  the  rock;  he  overtumeth  the 
mountains  by  the  roots. 

10  He  cutteth  out  rivers  among  the  rocks;  and  his  eye  seeth  every 
precious  thing. 

11  He  binaeth  the  floods  from  overflowing;  and  the  thing  that  is 
hid  bringeth  he  forth  to  light. 

12  But  where  shall  wisdom  be  found  ?  and  where  is  the  place  of 
understanding  ? 

13  Man  knoweth  not  the  price  thereof;  neither  is  it  found  in  the 
land  of  the  Uving. 

14  The  depth  saith.  It  is  not  in  me:  and  the  sea  saith.  It  is  not 
with  me. 

15  It  cannot  be  gotten  for  gold,  neither  shall  silver  be  weighed 
for  the  price  thereof. 

16  It  cannot  be  valued  with  the  gold  of  Ophir,  with  the  precious 
onyx,  or  the  sapphire. 

17  The  gold  and  the  crystal  cannot  equal  it:  and  the  exchange  of 
it  shall  not  be  for  jewels  oi  fine  gold. 

18  No  mention  shall  be  made  of  coral,  or  of  pearls:  for  the  price 
of  wisdom  is  above  rubies. 

19  The  topaz  of  Ethiopia  shall  not  equal  it,  neither  shall  it  be 
valued  with  pure  gold. 

20  Whence  then  cometh  wisdom  ?  and  where  is  the  place  of  under- 
standing ? 

21  Seeing  it  is  hid  from  the  eyes  of  all  living,  and  kept  close  from 
the  fowls  or  the  air. 

22  Destruction  and  death  say.  We  have  heard  of  the  fame  thereof 
with  our  ears. 

23  God  understandeth  the  way  thereof,  and  he  knoweth  the  place 
thereof. 

24  For  he  looketh  to  the  ends  of  the  earth,  and  seeth  under  the 
whole  heaven; 

25  To  make  the  weight  for  the  winds;  and  he  weigheth  the  waters 
by  measure. 

26  When  he  made  a  decree  for  the  rain,  and  a  way  for  the  lightning 
of  the  thunder: 
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The  Lord  sent  lions 


theniy  which  dew  eome  of 


among 
themr—IL  Kings,  17,  25. 

PEKAH'S  huge  raid  through  Judah  was  the  last 
pitiful  triumph  of  expiring  Israel.  Civil  tumult, 
combined  with  the  overwhelming  might  of  Assyria, 
destroyed  the  northern  kingdom  completely.  Its  people 
were  blotted  forever  from  the  register  of  nations. 

Shalmaneser  was  the  name  of  the  Assyrian  monarch 
who  finally  destroyed  the  ten  northern  tribes  of  the  Heb- 
rews, and  Hoshea  was  the  king  who  fought  against  him. 
The  land  was  completely  depopulated;  and  Shalmaneser 
brought  peoples  from  his  other  territories  to  inhabit  it. 
These  "strangers  in  Samaria"  were  much  terrified  by 
numbers  of  fierce  lions  which,  multiplying  in  the  desolate 
wastes,  came  out  of  the  woods  even  into  the  cities  and 
devoured  the  newcomers.  So  these  strangers  appealed  to 
Shalmaneser,  declaring  that  they  were  being  plagued 
"because  they  knew  not  the  manner  of  the  God  of  the 
laAd."  One  of  tlte  Israelite  priests  was  therefore  per- 
mitted to  return  and  dwell  in  Beth-el,  that  he  might  in- 
struct the  strangers  how  to  placate  the  Lord,  whom  they 
regarded  as  a  merely  local  deity.  Thus  a  debased  sort 
of  worship  of  fear  came  to  be  established  in  Samaria  as  a 
substitute  for  the  sublime  ancient  faith. 
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27  Then  did  he  see  it,  and  declare  it;  he  prepared  it,  yea,  and 
searched  it  out. 

28  And  unto  man  he  said.  Behold,  the  fear  of  the  Lord,  that  is 
wisdom;  and  to  depart  from  evil  is  understanding. 

Cl^opter  29 

Job  bemoaneth  hinudt  of  his  former  jnrotperiiy  and  honour. 

[OREOVER  Job  continued  his  parable,  and  said, 

2  Oh  that  I  were  as  in  months  past,  as  in  the  days  when 
God  preserved  me; 

3  When  his  candle  shined  upon  my  head,  and  when  by  his  light 
I  walked  through  darkness: 

4  As  I  was  in  the  days  of  my  youth,  when  the  secret  of  God  was 
upon  my  tabernacle; 

5  When  the  Almighty  was  yet  with  me,  when  my  children  were 
about  me; 

6  When  I  washed  my  steps  with  butter,  and  the  rock  poured  me 
out  rivers  of  oil; 

7  When  I  went  out  to  the  gate  through  the  city,  when  I  prepared 
my  seat  in  the  street! 

8  The  young  men  saw  me,  and  hid  themselves :  and  the  aged  arose, 
and  stood  up. 

9  The  princes  refrained  talking,  and  laid  their  hand  bn  their  mouth*. 

10  The  nobles  held  their  peace,  and  their  tongue  cleaved  to  the 
roof  of  their  mouth. 

11  When  the  ear  heard  me,  then  it  blessed  me;  and  when  the  eye 
saw  me,  it  gave  witness  to  me: 

12  Because  I  delivered  the  poor  that  cried,  and  the  fatherless,  and 
him  thai  had  none  to  help  him. 

IS  The  blessing  of  him  that  was  ready  to  perish  came  upon  me; 
and  I  caused  the  widow's  heart  to  sing  for  joy. 

14  I  put  on  righteousness,  and  it  clothed  me:  my  judgment  t«;a^ 
as  a  robe  and  a  diadem. 

15  I  was  eyes  to  the  blind,  and  feet  was  I  to  the  lame. 

16  I  wa^  a  father  to  the  poor:  and  the  cause  which  I  knew  not  I 
searched  out. 

17  And  I  brake  the  jaws  of  the  wicked,  and  plucked  the  spoil  out 
of  his  teeth. 

18  Then  I  said,  I  shall  die  in  my  nest,  and  I  shall  multiply  my 
days  as  the  sand. 

19  My  root  was  spread  out  by  the  waters,  and  the  dew  lay  all 
night  upon  my  brancn. 

20  My  glory  was  fresh  in  me,  and  my  bow  was  renewed  in  my  hand. 

21  Unto  me  m^en  gave  ear,  and  waited,  and  kept  silence  at  my 
counsel. 


918  JOB  XXX — ^job's  humiliation 

2S  After  my  words  they  spake  not  again:  and  my  speech  dropped 
upon  them. 

23  And  they  waited  for  me  as  for  the  rain:  and  they  opened  their 
mouth  wide  as  for  the  latter  rain. 

24  /f  I  laughed  on  them,  they  believed  it  not;  and  the  light  of  my 
countenance  tney  cast  not  down. 

25  I  chose  out  their  way,  and  sat  chief,  and  dwelt  as  a  king  in  the 
army,  as  one  that  comforteth  the  mourners. 

Chapter  30 

1  Job*$  honour  is  turned  into  extreme  conUmpL     15  Hie  prosperity  into  calamity, 

|UT  now  they  that  are  younger  than  I  have  me  in  derision, 
whose  fathers  I  would  have  disdained  to  have  set  with  the 
dogs  of  my  flock. 

2  Yea,  whereto  might  the  strength  of  their  hands  proJU  me,  in 
whom  old  age  was  perished  ? 

3  For  want  and  famine  they  were  solitary;  fleeing  into  the  wil- 
derness in  former  time  desolate  and  waste. 

4  Who  cut  up  mallows  by  the  bushes,  and  juniper  roots /or  their 
meat. 

5  They  were  driven  forth  from  among  7/ien,  (they  cried  after  them 
as  after  a  thief;) 

6  To  dwell  in  the  cliffs  of  the  valleys,  in  caves  of  the  earth,  and 
in  the  rocks. 

7  Among  the  bushes  they  brayed;  under  the  nettles  they  were 
gathered  together. 

8  They  were  children  of  fools,  yea,  children  of  base  men:  they 
were  viler  than  the  earth. 

9  And  now  am  I  their  song,  yea,  I  am  their  byword. 

10  They  abhor  me,  they  flee  far  from  me,  and  spare  not  to  spit 
in  my  face. 

11  Because  he  hath  loosed  my  cord,  and  afflicted  me,  they  have 
also  let  loose  the  bridle  before  me. 

12  Upon  my  right  hand  rise  the  youth;  they  push  away  my  feet, 
and  they  raise  up  against  me  the  ways  of  their  destruction. 

13  They  mar  my  path,  they  set  forward  my  calamity,  they  have 
no  helper. 

14  They  came  upon  me  as  sl  wide  breaking  in  of  waters:  in  the 
desolation  they  rolled  themselves  upon  me. 

15  Terrors  are  turned  upon  me:  they  pursue  my  soul  as  the  wind: 
and  my  welfare  passeth  away  as  a  cloud. 

16  And  now  my  soul  is  poured  out  upon  me;  the  days  of  affliction 
have  taken  hold  upon  me. 

17  My  bones  are  pierced  in  me  in  the  night  season:  and  my  sinews 
take  no  rest. 
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BT  F.  PHIUPPOTEAU,  A  RECENT  ENGUBH  ABTI8T. 

*^He brake  in  jneees  the  braten  serpent 

that  Moses  had  made;  for  unto  those  days  the  ekUdren  of 
Israel  did  bum  incense  to  it.*^ — //.  Kings,  18,  -J. 

THE  northern  kingdom  of  the  Hebrews  had  disap- 
peared before  the  might  of  Assyria.  It  seemed 
as  though  the  southern  kingdom  must  perish 
beneath  the  same  overwhelming  avalanche.  But  at  this 
period  the  throne  of  Judah  was  occupied  by  Hezekiah, 
probably  the  ablest  of  all  the  kings  of  the  line  of  David. 
King  Hezekiah  was  pure  of  heart  and  deeply  religious,  as 
well  as  worldly  wise.  Temporarily  he  paid  tribute  to  the 
Assyrians,  and  so  escaped  their  wrath. 

Meanwhile  he  conducted  a  great  religious  revival  at 
Jerusalem.  The  ancient  House  of  God  was  decayed  and 
full  of  dirt.  Hesekiah  had  it  thoroughly  cleansed.  Then 
he  removed  all  the  idols  throughout  the  land.  He  even 
dragged  from  the  Temple  the  huge  serpent  oi  brass,  said 
to  be  the  very  one  which  Moses  had  erected  in  the  wilder- 
ness during  the  plague  of  serpents.  This  figure  had  been 
held  in  veneration  by  the  Hebrews  for  ages;  but  fearing 
his  people  might  be  led  to  worship  it,  Hezekiah  had  it 
destroyed.  Then  he  held  at  Jerusalem  a  great  *'paaa- 
over"  celebration*  a  purifying  feast  such  as  the  race  had 
known  of  old. 
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18  By  the  great  force  of  my  disease  is  my  garment  changed:  it 
bindeth  me  about  as  the  collar  of  my  coat. 

19  He  hath  cast  me  into  the  mire,  and  I  am  become  like  dust  and 
ashes. 

20  I  cry  unto  thee,  and  thou  dost  not  hear  me:  I  stand  up,  and 
thou  regardest  me  7U)L 

21  Tnou  art  become  cruel  to  me;  with  thy  strong  hand  thou  op- 
posest  thyself  against  me. 

22  Thou  liftest  me  up  to  the  wind;  thou  causest  me  to  ride  upon 
itj  and  dissolvest  mv  substance. 

23  For  I  know  that  thou  wilt  bring  me  to  death,  and  to  the  house 
appointed  for  all  living. 

24  Howbeit  he  will  not  stretch  out  his  hand  to  the  grave,  though 
they  cry  in  his  destruction. 

25  Did  not  I  weep  for  him  that  was  in  trouble  ?  was  not  my  soul 
grieved  for  the  poor  ? 

26  When  I  looked  for  good,  then  evil  came  unto  me:  and  when  I 
waited  for  light,  there  came  darkness. 

27  My  bowels  boiled,  and  rested  not:  the  days  of  affliction  pre* 
vented  me. 

28  I  went  mourning  without  the  sun:  I  stood  up,  and  I  cried  in 
the  congregation. 

29  I  am  a  brother  to  dragons,  and  a  companion  to  owls. 

30  My  skin  is  black  upon  me,  and  my  bones  fire  burned  with  heat. 

31  My  harp  also  is  turned  to  mourning,  and  my  organ  into  the 
voice  of  them  that  weep. 

Chapter  31 

Job  makeUi  a  »lemn  proMUdkn  of  his  inJUgrUy  in  several  duHes, 

MADE  a  covenant  with  mine  eyes;  why  then  should  I  think 
upon  a  maid  ? 
2  For  what  portion  of  God  is  there  from  above  ?  and  whai 
inheritance  of  the  Almighty  from  on  high  ? 

3  Is  not  destruction  to  the  wicked  ?  and  a  strange  punishment  to 
the  workers  of  iniquity  ? 

4  Doth  not  he  see  my  ways,  and  count  all  my  steps  ? 

5  If  I  have  walked  with  vanity,  or  if  my  foot  hatn  hasted  to  deceit; 

6  Let  me  be  weighed  in  an  even  balance,  that  God  may  know 
mine  integrity. 

7  If  my  step  hath  turned  out  of  the  way,  and  mine  heart  walked 
after  mine  eyes,  and  if  any  blot  hath  cleaved  to  mine  hands ; 

8  Then  let  me  sow,  and  let  another  eat;  yea,  let  my  oflFspring  be 
rooted  out. 

9  If  mine  heart  have  been  deceived  by  a  woman,  or  if  I  have  laid 
Wait  at  my  neighbour's  door; 


920  JOB  XXXI — ^JOB  PROTESTED  HIS  RIGHTEOUSNESS 

10  Then  let  my  wife  grind  unto  another,  and  let  others  bow  down 
upon  her. 

11  For  this  is  an  heinous  crime:  yea,  it  i^  an  iniquify  to  he  punished 
by  the  judges. 

12  For  it  t^  a  fire  that  consumeth  to  destruction,  and  would  root 
out  all  mine  increase. 

13  If  I  did  despise  the  cause  of  my  man-servant  or  of  my  maid- 
servant, when  they  contended  with  me; 

14  What  then  shall  I  do  when  God  riseth  up  ?  and  when  he  visiteth, 
what  shall  I  answer  him? 

15  Did  not  he  that  made  me  in  the  womb  make  him  ?  and  did  not 
one  fashion  us  in  the  womb  ? 

16  If  I  have  withheld  the  poor  from  their  desire,  or  have  caused 
the  eyes  of  the  widow  to  fail; 

17  Or  have  eaten  my  morsel  myself  alone,  and  the  fatherless  hath 
not  eaten  thereof; 

18  (For  from  my   vouth  he  was  brought  up  with  me,  as  with  a 
father,  and  I  have  guided  her  from  my  mother's  womb;) 

19  If  I  have  seen  any  perish  for  want  of  clothing,  or  any  poor  with- 
out covering; 

20  If  his  loins  have  not  blessed  me,  and  tf  he  were  not  warmed 
with  the  fleece  of  my  sheep; 

21  If  I  have  lifted  up  my  hand  against  the  fatherless,  when  I  saw 
my  help  in  the  gater 

"22  Then  let  mine  arm  fall  from  my  shoulder  blade,  and  mine 
arm  be  broken  from  the  bone. 

23  For  destruction  from  God  was  a  terror  to  me,  and  by  reason 
of  his  highness  I  could  not  endure. 

24  If  I  have  made  gold  my  hope,  or  have  said  to  the  fine  gold. 
Thou  art  my  confidence; 

25  If  I  rejoiced  because  my  wealth  wa^  great,  and  because  mine 
hand  had  gotten  much; 

26  If  I  beheld  the  sun  when  it  shined,  or  the  moon  walking  in 
brightness; 

27  And  my  heart  hath  been  secretly  enticed,  or  my  mouth  hath 
kissed  my  hand: 

28  This  also  were  an  iniquity  to  be  punished  by  the  judge:  for  I 
should  have  denied  the  God  that  is  above. 

29  If  I  rejoiced  at  the  destruction  of  him  that  hated  me,  or  lifted 
up  myself  when  evil  found  him: 

30  Neither  have  I  suffered  my  mouth  to  sin  by  wishing  a  curse  to 
his  soul. 

81  If  the  men  of  my  tabernacle  said  not,  Oh  that  we  had  of  his 
flesh!  we  cannot  be  satisfied. 
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tB^tie  letter  9gattu(t  ^ob 

BY  W.  MONTAGUE  CAJEIEY,  A  CONTEMPORABT  AMEHICAN 

ABTIST. 

*'And  Hezekiah  went  up  into  the  house  of  the  Lord^  and 
spread  it  before  the  Lord.'* — //.  Kings,  19,  H. 

THE  great  religious  renval  of  Hezekiah  was  b^un 
just  before  the  final  destruction  of  the  northern 
kingdom.  Hezekiah  liad  invited  all  the  people  of 
the  northern  tribes  to  join  this  worship  at  Jerusalem. 
Most  of  them  scoffed,  but  the  truly  religious  ones  had 
welcomed  the  offer.  Thus  they  escaped  the  destruction 
of  Samaria,  and  dwelt  permanently  in  Judah.  The 
southern  kingdom,  while  still  consisting  chiefly  of  the 
tribes  of  Judah  and  Benjamin,  became  representative  of 
the  best  elements  of  all  the  original  twelve  tribes. 

Of  this  united  kingdom,  Hezekiah  soon  asserted  the 
independence,  refusing  longer  to  submit  to  the  grinding 
exactions  of  the  Assvrian  monarch.  This  rebellion 
brought  against  him  all  the  mighty  armies  of  Assyria, 
under  their  king,  Sennacherib.  Jerusalem  was  twice 
besieged.  The  envoys  of  Sennacherib,  standing  beneath 
the  walls,  shouted  threats  and  warnings  to  the  defenders, 
mingled  with  ridicule  of  God.  Sennacherib  himself 
wrote  a  letter  declaring  God  had  forgotten  His  worship- 
pers. Hezekiah  solemnly  laid  this  letter  before  God*8 
altar  in  the  temple,  and  entreated  His  protection. 
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82  The  stranger  did  not  lodge  in  the  street:  but  I  opened  my  doors 
to  the  traveller. 

33  If  I  covered  my  transgressions  as  Adam,  by  hiding  mine  iniquity 
in  my  bosom: 

34  Did  I  fear  a  great  multitude,  or  did  the  contempt  of  families 
terrify  me,  that  I  kept  silence,  and  went  not  out  of  the  door  ? 

35  Oh  that  one  would  hear  me!  behold,  my  desire  w,  that  the 
Almighty  would  answer  me,  and  that  mine  adversary  had  written 
a  book.* 

36  Surely  I  would  take  it  upon  my  shoulder,  and  bind  it  cw  a  crown 
to  me. 

37  I  would  declare  unto  him  the  number  of  my  steps;  as  a  prince 
would  I  go  near  unto  him. 

38  If  my  land  cry  against  me,  or  that  the  furrows  likewise  thereof 
complain ; 

39  If  I  have  eaten  the  fruits  thereof  without  money,  or  have  caused 
the  owners  thereof  to  lose  their  life: 

40  Let  thistles  grow  instead  of  wheat,  and  cockle  instead  of  barley. 
The  words  of  Job  are  ended. 

Cfiapter  32 

1  EWiu  i8  anory  with  Job  and  his  three  friendt.    6  BecauM  tDisdom  cometh  not  from  age,  he  excueeth  the  boldne99 
of  hU  youth.     II  He  reproveth  them  for  not  eatxsfving  of  Job.     16  HU  Meal  to  epeak. 

O  these  three  men  ceased  to  answer  Job,  because  he  wa» 
righteous  in  his  own  eyes. 

2  Then  was  kindled  the  wrath  of  Elihu  the  son  of  Bara- 
chel  the  Buzite,  of  the  kindred  of  Ram:  against  Job  was  his  ^vrath 
kindled,  because  he  justified  himself  rather  than  God. 

3  Also  against  his  three  friends  was  his  wrath  kindled,  because 
they  had  found  no  answer,  and  yet  had  condemned  Job. 

4  Now  Elihu  had  waited  till  Job  had  spoken,  because  they  were 
elder  than  he. 

5  When  Elihu  saw  that  tliere  was  no  answer  in  the  mouth  of  these 
three  men,  then  his  wrath  was  kindled. 

6  And  Elihu  the  son  of  Barachel  the  Buzite  answered  and  said, 
I  am  young,  and  ye  are  very  old;  wherefore  I  was  afraid,  and  durst 
not  shew  you  mine  opinion. 

7  I  said.  Days  should  speak,  and  multitude  of  years  should  teach 
wisdom. 

8  But  there  is  a  spirit  in  man :  and  the  inspiration  of  the  Almighty 
giveth  them  understanding. 

9  Great  men  are  not  always  wise:  neither  do  the  aged  understand 
judgment. 

10  Therefore  I  said,  Hearken  to  me;  I  also  will  shew  mine  opinion. 

>Revl8eA  V»nk>n.  "and  that  I  had  the  indictment  which  mine  adversary  hath  written." 


©22  JOB  XXXII — ELIHU  INTERVENES 

11  Behold,  I  waited  for  your  words;  I  gave  ear  to  your  reasons, 
whilst  ye  searched  out  what  to  say. 

12  Yea,  I  attended  unto  you,  and,  behold,  there  was  none  of  you 
that  convinced  Job,  or  that  answered  his  words: 

13  I>est  ye  should  say.  We  have  found  out  wisdom:  God  thrusteth 
him  down,  not  man. 

14  Now  he  hath  not  directed  his  words  against  me:  neither  will 
I  answer  him  with  your  speeches. 

15  They  were  amazed,  they  answered  no  more :  they  left  off  speaking. 

16  When  I  had  waited,  (for  they  spake  not,  but  stood  still,  and 
answered  no  more;) 

17  /  said^  I  will  answer  also  my  nart,  I  also  will  shew  mine  opinion. 

18  For  I  am  full  of  matter,  the  spirit  within  me  constraineth 
me. 

19  Behold,  my  belly  is  as  wine  which  hath  no  vent;  it  is  ready  to 
burst  like  new  bottles. 

20  I  will  speak,  that'I  may  be  refreshed:  I  will  open  my  lips  and 
answer. 

21  Let  me  not,  I  pray  you,  accept  any  man's  person,  neither  let  me 
give  flattering  titles  unto  man. 

22  For  I  know  not  to  give  flattering  titles;  in  so  doing  my  Maker 
w^ould  soon  take  me  away. 

Cfiopter  33 

1  Elihu  tftfertOi  hiiMelf  instead  of  God,  in'/A  gincerity  and  meekness,  to  reason  wUk  Jab.    8  He  excuselh  God  from 

S'ving  man  an  account  of  his  ways,  by  his  grentness.     14  God  caUeth  man  to  repenianoe  by' visions,  19  by  affheiUms, 
\  and  by  his  ministry.    31  He  inriteth  Job  to  attention. 

HEREFORE,  Job,  I  pray  thee,  hear  my  speeches,  and  hearken 
to  all  my  words. 

2  Behold,  now  I  have  opened  my  mouth,  my  tongue  hath 
spoken  in  my  mouth. 

3  My  words  shall  be  of  the  uprightness  of  my  heart:  and  my  lips 
shall  utter  knowledge  clearly. 

4  The  Spirit  of  God  hath  made  me,  and  the  breath  of  the  Almighty 
hath  given  me  life. 

5  If  thou  canst  answer  me,  set  thy  words  in  order  before  me,  stand 
up. 

6  Behold,  I  am  according  to  thy  wish  in  God's  stead:  I  also  am 
formed  out  of  the  clav. 

7  Behold,  my  terror  shall  not  make  thee  afraid,  neither  shall  my 
hand  be  heavy  upon  thee. 

8  Surely  thou  nast  spoken  in  mine  hearing,  and  I  have  heard  the 
voice  of  tny  words,  saying^ 

9  I  am  clean  without  transgression,  I  am  innocent;  neither  is  there 
iniquity  in  me. 


\ ..  .  . 


^oU'tf  Vengeance  on  ^ennactiertb 

BT   P.   J.   DE  LOUTHERBOtritG,   R.   A.,   AX  EVOLIftH 
ABTIST  OF  THE  EA&LT  NIXETEENTU  CENTURY. 

+ 

*'  The  angel  of  the  Lord  went  out  and  smote  in  the  camp 
qftfie  Assyrians  an  hundred  four  score  and  five  thousand.*' 
— II .  Kings,  19,  35, 

IN  HIS  resistance  to  Sennacherib,  King  Hezekiah 
was  upheld  and  guided  by  the  celebrated  prophet 
Isaiah,  whose  book  has  been  preserved  in  the  Bible. 
Isaiah  assured  his  sovereign  that  God*s  fiat  of  destruction 
was  gone  forth  against  the  Ass}Tians  for  their  blasphemy. 
Their  host  was  at  that  moment  gathering  for  the  second 
time  under  the  walls  of  Jerusalem;  their  camp  lay  dose 
at  hand.  Yet  Isaiah  declared  they  should  not  shoot  one 
arrow  against  the  walls. 

Even  so  it  came  to.  pass.  Just  what  were  the  earthly 
means  used  for  the  divine  vengeance  we  do  not  know. 
It  may  have  been  some  deadly  plague,  some  poisonous 
gas  inhaled.  The  Bible  tells  us  only  that  the  angel  of  the 
Lord  *' smote  "  them,  *'cut  off  all  the  mighty  men  of  valour, 
and  the  leaders  and  captains.**  Sennacherib  and  a  few 
hundred  fled  back  in  terror  into  Ass\Tia.  When  the 
people  of  Jerusalem  looked  forth  next  morning,  there  was 
nothing  left  of  the  mighty  Assyrian  army  but  the  empty 
camps,  and  a  vast  host  of  dead  bodies.  As  Byron  sings  of 
this  stupendous  supernal  intervention  in  the  affairs  of  men: 
'*And  the  might  of  the  Gentile,  unsmote  by  the  sword, 
Ilath  melted  like  snow  in  the  glance  of  the  Loid." 


^\ 


v-79 


JOB  XXXIII — GOD  TEACHETH  BY  SORROWS  923 

10  Behold,  he  findeth  occasions  against  me,  he  counteth  me  for 
his  enemy, 

1 1  He  putteth  my  feet  in  the  stocks,  he  marketh  all  my  paths. 

12  Behold,  in  this  thou  art  not  just:  I  will  answer  thee,  that  God 
is  greater  than  man. 

13  Why  dost  thou  strive  against  him?  for  he  giveth  not  account 
of  any  of  his  matters. 

14  For  God  speaketh  once,  yea  twice,  yet  man  perceiveth  it  not. 

15  In  a  dream,  in  a  vision  of  the  night,  when  deep  sleep  falleth 
upon  men,  in  slumberings  upon  the  bed; 

16  Then  he  openeth  the  ears  of  men,  and  sealeth  their  instruc- 
tion, 

17  That  he  may  withdraw  man  from  his  purpose,  and  hide  pride 
from  man. 

18  He  keepeth  back  his  soul  from  the  pit,  and  his  life  from  perish- 
ing by  the  sword. 

19  He  is  chastened  also  with  pain  upon  his  bed,  and  the  multitude 
of  his  bones  with  strong  pain: 

20  So  that  his  life  abhorreth  bread,  and  his  soul  dainty  meat. 

21  His  flesh  is  consumed  away,  that  it  cannot  be  seen;  and  his 
bones  thai  were  not  seen  stick  out. 

22  Yea,  his  soul  draweth  near  unto  the  grave,  and  his  life  to  the 
destroyers. 

23  If  there  be  a  messenger  with  him,  an  interpreter,  one  among 
a  thousand,  to  shew  unto  man  his  uprightness: 

24  Then  he  is  gracious  unto  him,  and  saith,  Deliver  him  from  going 
down  to  the  pit:  1  have  found  a  ransom. 

25  His  flesn  shall  be  fresher  than  a  child's:  he  shall  return  to  the 
days  of  his  youth: 

26  He  shall  pray  unto  God,  and  he  will  be  favourable  unto  him: 
and  he  shall  see  his  face  with  joy:  for  he  will  render  unto  man  his 
righteousness. 

27  He  looketh  upon  men,  and  if  any  say,  I  have  sinned,  and  per- 
verted thai  which  was  right,  and  it  profited  me  not; 

28  He  will  deliver  his  soul  from  going  into  the  pit,  and  his  life  shall 
see  the  light. 

29  Ix),  all  these  things  worketh  God  oftentimes  with  man, 

30  To  bring  back  his  soul  from  the  pit,  to  be  enlightened  with  the 
light  of  the  living. 

31  Mark  well,  O  Job,  hearken  unto  me:  hold  thy  peace,  and  I 
will  speak. 

32  If  thou  hast  anything  to  say,  answer  me:  speak,  for  I  desire 
to  justify  thee. 

33  If  not,  hearken  unto  me :  hold  thy  peace,  and  I  shall  teach  thee 
wisdom. 


924  JOB  xxxnr — euhu  reproveth  job 

Ciiapter  34 

1  Elihu  aceumUi  Job  for  charmw  God  with  injudiee.     10  God  omnipotent  cannot  be  unjtttL    31  Man  mutt 
humble  himaeit  unto  God.    34  Eliku  reproveth  Job, 

URTHERMORE  Elihu  answered  and  said, 

2  Hear  my  words,  O  ye  wise  men;  and  give  ear  unto  me, 
ye  that  have  knowledge. 

3  For  the  ear  trieth  words,  as  the  mouth  tasteth  meat. 

4  Let  us  choose  to  us  judgment:  let  us  know  among  ourselves  what 
is  good. 

5  For  Job  hath  said,  I  am  righteous:  and  God  hath  taken  away 
my  judgment. 

6  Should  I  lie  against  my  right  ?  my  wound  is  incurable  without 
transgression. 

7  What  man  is  like  Job,  who  drinketh  up  scorning  like  water? 

8  Which  goeth  in  company  with  the  workers  of  iniquity,  and 
walketh  with  wicked  men. 

9  For  he  hath  said.  It  profiteth  a  man  nothing  that  he  should 
delight  himself  with  God. 

10  Therefore  hearken  unto  me,  ye  men  of  understanding:  far  be 
it  from  God,  that  he  should  do  wickedness;  and  from  the  Almighty, 
that  he  should  commit  iniquity. 

11  For  the  work  of  a  man  shall  he  render  unto  him,  and  cause' 
every  man  to  find  according  to  his  ways. 

12  Yea,  surely  God  will  not  do  wickedly,  neither  will  the  Almighty 
pervert  judgment. 

13  Wno  nath  given  him  a  charge  over  the  earth  ?  or  who  hath 
disposed  the  whole  world  ? 

14  If  he  set  his  heart  upon  man,  if  he  gather  unto  himself  his 
spirit  and  his  breath; 

15  All  flesh  shall  perish  together,  and  man  shall  turn  again  unto  dust. 

16  I{  now  thou  hast  understanding,  hear  this:  hearken  to  the  voice 
of  my  words. 

17  Shall  even  he  that  hateth  right  govern  ?  and  wilt  thou  condemn 
him  that  is  most  just? 

18  Is  it  Jit  to  say  to  a  king.  Thou  art  wicked  ?  and,  to  princes.  Ye 
are  ungodly  ? 

19  How  mu^h  less  to  him  that  accepteth  not  the  persons  of  princes, 
nor  regardeth  the  rich  more  than  the  poor  ?  for  they  all  are  the  work 
of  his  nands. 

20  In  a  moment  shall  they  die,  and  the  people  shall  be  troubled 
at  midnight,  and  pass  away:  and  the  mighty  shall  be  taken  away 
without  hand. 

21  For  his  eyes  are  upon  the  ways  of  man,  and  he  seeth  all  his  goings. 

22  There  is  no  darkness,  nor  shadow  of  death,  where  the  workers 
of  iniquity  may  hide  themselves. 
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turtle  i^tiaboto  on  ttt  9BtaI 

FROM  THE  PRIVATE   COIXECTIOK   OF  KR.  FRANK  E. 

WRIGHT  OF  PHILADELPHIA. 

+ 

^'And  Isaiah  the  prophet  cried  unto  the  Lord:  and  he 
brought  the  shadow  ten  degrees  backward.*' — II.Kings^SO^ 
11. 

THE  overthrow  of  Sennacherib's  hosts,  in  whatever 
way  it  was  understood  or  explained  in  its  own 
time,  drew  great  renown  to  King  Hezekiah.  He 
alone  of  all  the  little  Mediterranean  kings  had  withstood 
the  might  of  Assyria.  Naturally  he  was  glorified  by  his 
own  people,  and  looked  up  to  as  a  leader  by  neighboring 
states.  A  splendid  embassy  was  sent  to  him  even  from 
far  off  Babylon. 

Perhaps  his  pride  swelled  too  high.  He  was  stridcen 
ill,  and  God  sent  the  prophet  Isaiah  to  warn  him  that  his 
death  hour  was  at  hand.  This  grieved  Hezekiah  deeply, 
partly  perhaps  because  he  had  as  yet  no  son  to  succeed 
him.  He  "wept  sore,**  and  prayed  to  God  to  spare  him. 
God  did  so,  sending  Isaiah  again  to  the  king's  sick  bed 
with  His  further  word.  Hezekiah  asked  for  a  sign  that  he 
was  indeed  to  be  spared;  and  Isaiah  said  that  the  shadow 
of  the  sun  which  marked  the  time  of  day  upon  a  dial  close 
at  hand,  should  fall  ten  degrees  further  or  go  back  ten 
degrees,  as  the  king  chose.  Hezekiah  answered  that  it 
should  turn  back,  since  that  seemed  \q  him  the  stranger 
thing.  Then  at  Isaiah's  word  the  shadow  did  indeed  swing 
backward  on  the  dial.    And  the 
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23  For  he  will  not  lay  upon  man  more  than  right;  that  he  should 
enter  into  iudgment  with  God. 

24  He  snalf  break  in  pieces  mighty  men  without  number,  and 
set  others  in  their  stead. 

25  Therefore  he  knoweth  their  works,  and  he  overtumeth  them 
in  the  night,  so  that  they  are  destroyed. 

26  He  striketh  them  as  wicked  men  in  the  open  si^ht  of  others; 

27  Because  they  turned  back  from  him,  and  would  not  consider 
any  of  his  ways: 

28  So  that  they  cause  the  cry  of  the  poor  to  come  unto  him,  and 
he  heareth  the  cry  of  the  afflicted. 

29  When  he  giveth  quietness,  who  then  can  make  trouble?  and 
when  he  hideth  his  face,  who  then  can  behold  him?  whether  it  be 
done  against  a  nation,  or  against  a  man  only: 

30  That  the  hypocrite  reign  not,  lest  the  people  be  ensnared. 

31  Surely  it  is  meet  to  be  said  unto  God,  I  have  borne  chaMiseraenly 
I  will  not  offend  any  more: 

82  That  which  I  see  not  teach  thou  me:  if  I  have  done  iniquity, 
I  will  do  no  more. 

33  Should  it  be  according  to  thy  mind?  he  will  recompense  it, 
whether  thou  refuse,  or  whether  thou  choose;  and  not  I:  therefore 
speak  what  thou  knowest. 

34  Let  men  of  understanding  tell  me,  and  let  a  wise  man  hearken 
unto  me. 

35  Job  hath  spoken  without  knowledge,  and  his  words  were  without 
wisdom. 

36  Mv  desire  is  that  Job  may  be  tried  unto  the  end  because  of  his 
answer  for  wicked  men. 

37  For  he  addeth  rebellion  unto  his  sin,  he  clappeth  his  hands 
among  us,  and  multiplieth  his  words  against  God. 

Ctiapter  35 

1  Compariaon  U  not  to  be  made  vfilh  God,  because  our  good  or  evil  cannot  extend  unto  him.    0  Many  cry  in  their 
nfjiictionst  but  are  not  heard  for  want  of  faith. 
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LIHU  spake  moreover,  and  said, 

2  Thinkest  thou  this  to  be  right,  that  thou  saidst.  My 
righteousness  is  more  than  God's  ? 

3  For  tnou  saidst.  What  advantage  will  it  be  unto  thee  ?  and^  What 
profit  shall  I  have,  if  I  be  cleansedlrom  my  sin? 

4  I  will  answer  thee,  and  thy  companions  with  thee. 

5  Look  unto  the  heavens,  and  see;  and  behold  the  clouds  which 
are  higher  than  thou. 

6  If  thou  sinnest,  what  doest  thou  against  him  ?  or  if  thy  trans- 
gressions be  multiplied,  what  doest  thou  unto  him  ? 


926  JOB  XXXV — THE  LITTLENESS  OF  MAN 

7  If  thou  be  righteous,  what  givest  thou  him  ?  or  what  receiveth  he 
of  thine  hand  ? 

8  Thy  wickedness  may  hurt  a  man  as  thou  art;  and  thy  righteous- 
ness may  'profit  the  son  of  man. 

9  By  reason  of  the  multitude  of  oppressions  they  make  the  op- 
pressea  to  cry :  they  cry  out  by  reason  ot  the  arm  of  the  mighty. 

10  But  none  saith.  Where  is  God  my  maker,  who  giveth  songs  in 
the  night; 

11  Who  teacheth  us  more  than  the  beasts  of  the  earth,  and  maketh 
us  wiser  than  the  fowls  of  heaven  ? 

12  There  they  cry,  but  none  giveth  answer,  because  of  the  pride 
of  evil  men. 

13  Surely  God  will  not  heai*  vanity,  neither  will  the  Almighty 
regard  it. 

14  Although  thou  sayest  thou  shalt  not  see  him,  yet  judgment  is 
before  him;  therefore  trust  thou  in  him. 

15  But  now,  because  it  is  not  «o,  he  hath  visited  in  his  anger;  yet 
he  knoweth  U  not  in  great  extremity: 

16  Therefore  doth  Job  open  his  mouth  in  vain;  he  multiplieth 
words  without  knowledge. 

Chapter  36 

1  Elihu  diewelh  how  Ood  U  fud  in  hii  teoyt.     16  How  Job*9  tina  hinder  (MTt  lUaaingB,    24  GotTM  workM  are  to 
be  magnified. 

LIHU  also  proceeded,  and  said, 

2  Suffer  me  a  little,  and  I  will  shew  thee  that  I  liave  yet 
to  speak  on  God*s  behalf. 
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3  I  will  fetch  my  knowledge  from  afar,  and  will  ascribe  righteous- 
ness to  my  Maker. 

4  For  truly  my  words  shall  not  he  false :  he  that  is  perfect  in  knowl- 
edge is  with  thee. 

5  Behold,  God  is  mighty,  and  despiseth  not  any:  he  is  mighty 
in  strength  and  wisdom. 

6  He  preserveth  not  the  life  of  the  wicked :  but  giveth  right  to  the  poor. 

7  He  withdraweth  not  his  eyes,  from  the  righteous :  but  with  kings 
are  they  on  the  throne;  yea,  he  doth  establish  them  for  ever,  and  they 
are  exalted. 

8  And  if  they  he  bound  in  fetters,  and  be  holden  in  cords  of  affliction; 

9  Then  he  sheweth  them  their  work,  and  their  transgressions 
that  they  have  exceeded. 

10  He  opencth  also  their  ear  to  discipline,  and  commandeth  that 
they  return  from  iniquity. 

11  If  they  obey  and  serve  him^  they  shall  spend  their  days  in  pros- 
perity, and  their  years  in  pleasures. 

12  But  if  they  obey  nof,  they  shall  perish  by  the  sword,  and  they 
shall  die  without  knowledge. 
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BT  QERBKAN9  VAN  DEN  EECKHOUT,  A  DUTCH  AB118T, 
DI^  1674.   FROM  THE  ROYAL  GALUBRT,  ST. 

PETEKSBURO. 
+ 

**And  he  set  a  carved  image^  the  idol  which  he  had  tnade^ 
in  the  house  of  God:"— 11.  Chron,,  33,  7. 

KING  U£Z£KIAH  lived  long  and  prosperously  after 
the  shadow  of  death  had  turned  back  from  him; 
and  he  had  a  son  Manasseh,  who  succeeded  to  his 
throne.  Manasseh  was  but  sixteen  when  he  became  king. 
He  ruled  fifty-five  years  in  all,  the  longest  reign  in 
Hebrew  history,  and  the  most  e\il  and  disastrous  reign  in 
Judah. 

Young  Manasseh,  a  mere  lad,  seems  to  have  been 
easily  led  away  from  the  worship  of  the  true  Grod.  Not 
onlv  did  he  reestablish  all  the  shrines  which  his  father 
had  destroyed  throughout  the  land;  but  he  ** worshipped 
all  the  host  of  heaven  and  served  them,"  he  built  them 
altars  in  the  very  Temple  of  the  Lord.  He  even  went 
further,  and  sacrificed  his  own  children,  burning  them  to 
death,  causing  his  son  to  "'pass  through  the  fire"  in  wor* 
ship  of  Baal. 

"Moreover  Manasseh  shed  innocent  blood  very  much, 
till  he  had  filled  Jerusalem  from  one  end  to  another.*' 
According  to  Jewish  writers,  these  whom  he  slew  were 
the  followers  of  God,  whom  he  sought  to  force  to  the  worship 
of  his  idols;  and  among  the  martyrs  was  the  great  prophet 
Isaiah,  who  was  tortured  to  death.  In  other 
words,  this  was  the  first  great  persecu- 
tion "for  conscience  sake." 
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13  But  the  hypocrites  in  heart  heap  up  wrath:  they  cry  not  when 
he  bindeth  them. 

14  They  die  in  youth,  and  their  life  is  among  the  unclean. 

15  He  delivereth  the  poor  in  his  affliction,  and  openeth  their  ears 
in  oppression. 

16  Even  so  would  he  have  removed  thee  out  of  the  strait  into  a 
broad  place,  where  there  is  no  straitness;  and  that  which  should  be 
set  on  thy  table  should  be  full  of  fatness. 

17  But  thou  hast  fulfilled  the  judgment  of  the  wicked:  judgment 
and  justice  take  hold  on  thee. 

18  Because  there  is  wrath,  beware  lest  he  take  thee  away  with  ^w 
stroke:  then  a  great  ransom  cannot  deliver  thee. 

19  Will  he  esteem  thy  riches?  wo,  not  gold,  nor  all  the  forces  of 
strength. 

20  Desire  not  the  night,  when  people  are  cut  off  in  their  place. 

21  Take  heed,  regard  not  iniquity:  for  this  hast  thou  chosen  rather 
than  affliction. 

22  Behold,  God  exalteth  by  his  power:  who  teacheth  like  him? 

23  Who  hath  enjoined  him  his  way  ?  or  who  can  say,  Thou  hast 
wrought  iniquity  ? 

24  Remember  that  thou  magnify  his  work,  which  men  behold. 

25  Every  man  may  see  it;  man  mav  behold  it  afar  off. 

26  Behold,  God  is  great,  and  we  Know  him  not,  neither  can  the 
number  of  his  years  be  searched  out. 

27  For  he  maketh  small  the  drops  of  water:  they  pour  down  rain 
according  to  the  vapour  thereof: 

28  Which  the  clouds  do  drop  and  distil  upon  man  abundantly. 

29  Also  can  any  understand  the  spreadings  of  the  clouds,  or  the 
noise  of  his  tabernacle  ? 

30  Behold,  he  spreadeth  his  light  upon  it,  and  covereth  the  bot- 
tom  of  the  sea. 

31  For  by  them  judgeth  he  the  people;  he  giveth  meat  in  abundance. 

32  With  clouds  he  covereth  the  fight;  and  commandeth  it  not  to 
shine  by  the  cloud  that  cometh  betwixt. 

33  The  noise  thereof  sheweth  concerning  it,  the  cattle  also  con- 
cerning the  vapour. 

Chapter  37 

\Q<tdi»toh9itartdhecau$e€ithUgrtat\Dork%.    15  HU  wUdam  U  untearchahle  in  ihem» 

IT  this  also  my  heart  trembleth,  and  is  moved  out  of  his  place. 


2  Hear  attentively  the  noise  of  his  voice,  and  the  sound 
thai  goeth  out  of  his  mouth. 
3  He  directeth  it  under  the  whole  heaven,  and  his  lightning  unto 
the  ends  of  the  earth. 
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4  After  it  a  voice  roareth;  he  thundereth  with  the  voice  of 
his  excellency;  and  he  will  not  stay  them  when  his  voice  is 
heard. 

5  God  thundereth  marvellously  with  his  voice;  great  things  doeth 
he,  which  we  cannot  comprehend. 

6  For  he  saith  to  the  snow.  Be  thou  on  the  earth;  likewise  to  the 
small  rain,  and  to  the  great  rain  of  his  strength. 

7  He  sealeth  up  the  hand  of  every  man;  that  all  men  may  know 
his  work. 

8  Then  the  beasts  go  into  dens,  and  remain  in  their  places. 

d  Out  of  the  south  cometh  the  whirlwind:  and  cold  out  of  the 
north. 

10  By  the  breath  of  God  frost  is  given:  and  the  breadth  of  the 
waters  is  straitened. 

11  Also  by  watering  he  wearieth  the  thick  cloud:  he  scattereth  his 
bright  cloud: 

12  And  it  is  turned  round  about  by  his  counsels:  that  they  may 
do  whatsoever  he  commandeth  them  upon  the  face  of  the  world  in 
the  earth. 

13  He  causeth  it  to  come,  whether  for  correction,  or  for  his  land, 
or  for  mercy. 

14  Hearken  unto  this,  O  Job:  stand  still,  and  consider  the  won- 
drous works  of  God. 

1 5  Dost  thou  know  when  God  disposed  them,  and  caused  the  light 
of  his  cloud  to  shine  ? 

16  Dost  thou  know  the  balancings  of  the  clouds,  the  wondrous 
works  of  him  which  is  perfect  in  knowledge  ? 

17  How  thy  garments  are  warm,  when  he  quieteth  the  earth  by 
the  south  wind? 

18  Hast  thou  with  him  spread  out  the  sky,  which  is  strong,  and 
as  a  molten  looking-glass  ? 

19  Teach  us  what  we  shall  say  unto  him; /or  we  cannot  order  our 
speech  by  reason  of  darkness. 

20  Shall  it  be  told  him  that  I  speak  ?  if  a  man  speak,  surely  he  shall 
be  swallowed  up. 

21  And  now  men  see  not  the  bright  light  which  is  in  the  clouds: 
but  the  wind  passeth,  and  cleanseth  them. 

22  Fair  weather  cometh  out  of  the  north:  with  God  is  terrible 
majesty. 

23  Touching  the  Almighty,  we  cannot  find  him  out:  he  is  excellent 
in  power,  and  in  judgment,  and  in  plenty  of  justice:  he  will  not 
afflict. 

24  Men  do  therefore  fear  him:  he  respecteth  not  any  that  are  wise 
of  heart. 
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AFTER  J.  SWINGUE,  AN  ENGRAVER  OF  AMSTERDAM 
IN  THE   EARLY   EIGHTEENTH   CENTURY. 


**And  when  he  wa$  in  affliction^  he  bemmghi  the  Lofd 
kia  Godr—II.  Chnm.,  33,  12. 

THE  mass  of  the  people  of  Judah  seem  to  have 
accepted  Manasseh's  changes  leadilj,  and  to  have 
followed  him  into  every  sort  of  abomination  and 
licentiousness.  So  that  at  length  God  was  driven  to 
declare  that  Judah's  earthly  power  and  kinn^om  should 
be  wholly  taken  away  from  her,  that  only  by  sorest  suf- 
ferings and  foreign  captivity  could  the  Jews  be  tau^t 
their  vrickedness  and  folly. 

In  first  fulfillment  of  this  punishment,  an  Assyrian  army 
came  onoe  more  against  Jerusalem.  Manasseh  was  cap* 
tured,  Josephus  tells  us,  by  a  stratagem.  The  cruel  king 
was  driven  in  fetters  to  Babylon,  where  the  Assyrian  nnm* 
arch,  presumably  Esarhaddon,  held  his  court  Here 
Manasseh  was  thrown  into  prison,  and  must  have  ex- 
pected death.  He  repented  and  prayed  to  Grod,  a  form 
of  his  prayer  being  still  preserved  and  accepted  as  canoni- 
cal by  some  of  the  Christian  churches.  His  prayer  for 
mercy  was  heard.  God  pardoned  him;  Esarhaddon  par- 
doned him;  and  he  was  restored  to  the  throne  of  Jerusalem. 
There,  during  the  closing  portion  of  his  reign,  he  ruled 
as  a  loyal  vassal^ing  of  Assyria,  and  as  an  humble  and 
religious  man,  seeking  vainly  to  undo  the  evil  of  his  youth. 
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Ctiapter  38 

1  CM  ehaUenifelh  Job  to  antwer.    4  Ood,  by  his  mighty  works,  ctmvinuih  Job  of  ignonnee,  31  and  of  imbecQiiy, 

HEN  the  Lord  answered  Job  out  of  the  whirlwind,  and  said, 
2  Who  is  this  that  darkeneth  counsel  by  words  without 


knowledge  ? 

3  Gird  up  now  thy  loins  like  a  man;  for  I  will  demand  of  thee,  and 
answer  thou  me. 

4  Where  wast  thou  when  I  laid  the  foundations  of  the  earth  ?  de- 
clare, if  thou  hast  understanding. 

5  Who  hath  laid  the  measures  thereof,  if  thou  knowest?  or  who 
hath  stretched  the  line  upon  it  ? 

6  Whereupon  are  the  foundations  thereof  fastened?  or  who  laid 
the  corner  stone  thereof; 

7  When  the  morning  stars  sang  together,  and  all  the  sons  of  God 
shouted  for  joy  ? 

8  Or  who  shut  up  the  sea  with  doors,  when  it  brake  forth,  as  if 
it  had  issued  out  of  the  womb  ? 

9  When  I  made  the  cloud  the  garment  thereof,  and  thick  darkness 
a  swaddlingband  for  it, 

10  And    Drake    up   for  it  my  decreed   pldce^  and   set  bars  and 
doors, 

11  And  said,  Hitherto  shalt  thou  come,  but  no  further:  and  here 
shall  thy  proud  waves  be  stayed  ? 

12  Hast  thou  commanded  the  morning  since  thy  days;  and  caused 
the  dayspring  to  know  his  place; 

13  That  it  might  take  hold  of  the  ends  of  the  earth,  that  the  wicked 
might  be  shaken  out  of  it? 

14  It  is  turned  as  clay  to  the  seal;  and  they  stand  as  a  garment. 

15  And  from  the  wicked  their  light  is  withholden,  and  the  high 
arm  shall  be  broken. 

16  Hast  thou  entered  into  the  springs  of  the  sea  ?  or  hast  thou  walked 
in  the  search  of  the  depth? 

17  Have  the  gates  of  death  been  opened  unto  thee  ?  or  hast  thou 
seen  the  doors  of  the  shadow  of  death  ? 

18  Hast  thou  perceived  the  breadth  of  the  earth?  declare  if  thou 
knowest  it  all. 

19  Where  is  the  way  where  light  dwelleth?  and  as  for  darkness, 
where  is  the  place  thereof, 

20  That  thou  shouldest  take  it  to  the  bound  thereof,  and  that  thou 
shouldest  know  the  paths  to  the  house  thereof? 

21  Knowest  thou  itj  because  thou  wast  then  born?  or  because  the 
number  of  thy  days  is  great? 

22  Hast  thou  entered  into  the  treasures  of  the  snow  ?  or  hast  thou 
seen  the  treasures  of  the  hail, 
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23  Which  I  have  reserved  against  the  time  of  trouble,  against  the 
day  of  battle  and  war? 

24  By  what  way  is  the  light  parted,  which  scattereth  the  east  wind 
upon  the  earth? 

25  Who  hath  divided  a  water-course  for  the  overflowing  of  waters, 
or  a  way  for  the  lightning  of  thunder; 

26  To  cause  it  to  rain  on  the  earth,  where  no  man  is;  an  the  wilder- 
ness, wherein  there  is  no  man; 

27  To  satisfy  the  desolate  and  waste  ground;  and  to  cause  the  bud 
of  the  tender  herb  to  spring  forth  ? 

28  Hath  the  rain  a  father  ?  or  who  hath  begotten  the  drops  of  dew  ? 

29  Out  of  whose  womb  came  the  ice  ?  and  the  hoary  frost  of  heaven, 
who  hath  gendered  it? 

30  The  waters  are  hid  as  vnth  a  stone,  and  the  face  of  the  deep 
is  frozen. 

31  Canst  thou  bind  the  sweet  influences  of  Pleiades,  or  loose  the 
bands  of  Orion? 

32  Canst  thou  bring  forth  Mazzaroth^  in  his  season?  or  canst  thou 
guide  Arcturus  with  ms  sons  ? 

33  Knowest  thou  the  ordinances  of  heaven?  canst  thou  set  the 
dominion  thereof  in  the  earth  ? 

34  Canst  thou  lift  up  thy  voice  to  the  clouds,  that  abundance  of 
waters  may  cover  thee? 

35  Canst  thou  send  lightnings,  that  they  may  go,  and  say  unto  thee, 
Here  we  are? 

36  Who  hath  put  wisdom  in  the  inward  parts  ?  or  who  hath  given 
understanding  to  the  heart  ? 

37  Who  can  number  the  clouds  in  wisdom?  or  who  can  stay  the 
bottles  of  heaven, 

38  When  the  dust  groweth  into  hardness,  and  the  clods  cleave  fast 
together  ? 

39  Wilt  thou  hunt  the  prey  for  the  lion  ?  or  fill  the  appetite  of  the 
young  lions, 

40  When  they  couch  in  their  dens,  and  abide  in  the  covert  to  lie 
in  wait  ? 

41  Who  provideth  for  the  raven  his  food?  when  his  young  ones 
cry  unto  God,  they  wander  for  lack  of  meat. 

Chapter  39 

1  Of  the  unid  goats  and  hinds.    5  Of  ihe  wOd  ass.    9  The  unicorn.     13  The  peacock,  dork,  and  ostrich.    19  Ths 
horse.     28  The  hawk.     27  The  eagle. 


NOWEST  thou  the  time  when  the  \^'ild  ffoats  of  the  rock 
bring  forth  ?  or  canst  thou  mark  when  the  ninds  do  calve  ?■ 
2  Canst  thou   number  the   months   that  they   fulfil?  or 
knowest  thou  the  time  when  they  bring  forth  ? 

'Exactly  what  Mazzaroth  means  Is  unknown.    Some  constellation  appeals  to  be  lefeired  to.    The 
Revised  Version  explains  it  in  the  margin  by  "the  signs  of  tbe  Zo<Uak.'* 
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BY  B.  PICART,  A  FI-EMISH  MASTER,  DIED  1734. 

*^And  they  brake  down  the  aUars  (^Baalim  in  his  pres- 
ence^ — II,  Chwn.,  3J^  ^. 

AFTER  Manasseh,  came  his  young  son  Amon,  who 
like  most  of  the  Judeans  had  grown  reckless  and 
profligate,  and  despised  his  aged  father's  feeble 
efforts  at  reform .  Amon  encouraged  all  the  worst  iniquities 
of  Manasseh's  early  reign.  Fortunately  he  died  young, 
leaving  his  throne  to  his  son  Josiah,  a  lad  of  eight  years, 
Judah's  last  able  and  religious  king. 

Young  Josiah  grew  up  under  the  care  of  a  pure  and 
noble  mother,  Jedidah,  being  trained  by  her  in  the  ancient 
faith  of  God.  When  he  was  twenty,  he  resolved  to  re- 
establish the  almost  wholly  neglected  religion,  and  to 
eradicate  every  vestige  of  idolatry.  He  himself  headed 
his  priests  and  soldiers  in  traversing  the  entire  land. 
Everywhere  they  tore  down  the  ancient  shrines,  whether 
erected  to  God  or  to  idols.  The  only  centre  of  worship 
was  to  be  at  Jerusalem. 

As  for  the  images  of  Baal,  which  had  again  become 
very  numerous,  these  were  not  only  broken  down,  but 
were  ground  to  powder  and  the  dust  scattered.  The 
Baal  priests  were  slain  without  mercy  wherever  they  were 
found.  "And  he  burnt  the  bones  of  the  priests  upon  their 
altars."  Not  only  was  this  work  done  thoroughly  through- 
out Judah,  the  young  king  also  invaded  northern  Pales- 
tine, sought  out  the  old  deserted  shrines,  *'even  imto 
Naphtali"  and  beat  them  into  fragments. 
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3  They  bow  themselves,  they  bring  forth  their  young  ones,  they 
cast  out  their  sorrows. 

4  Their  young  ones  are  in  good  liking,  they  grow  up  with  corn; 
they  go  forth,  and  return  not  unto  them. 

5  Who  hath  sent  out  the  wild  ass  free?  or  who  hath  loosed  the 
bands  of  the  wild  ass  ? 

6  Whose  house  I  have  made  the  wilderness,  and  the  barren  land 
his  dwellings. 

7  He  scorneth  the  multitude  of  the  city,  neither  regardeth  he  the 
crying  of  the  driver. 

8  The  ranffe  of  the  mountains  is  his  pasture,  and  he  searcheth  after 
every  green  thing. 

9  Will  the  umcorn  be  willing  to  serve  thee,  or  abide  by  thy  crib? 

10  Canst  thou  bind  the  unicorn  with  his  band  in  the  furrow?  or 
will  he  harrow  the  valleys  after  thee  ? 

1 1  Wilt  thou  trust  him,  because  his  strength  is  great  ?  pr  wilt  thou 
leave  thy  labour  to  him? 

12  Wilt  thou  believe  him,  that  he  will  bring  home  thy  seed,  and 
gather  it  into  thy  barn  ? 

13  Gavest  thou  the  goodly  wings  unto  the  peacocks  ?  or  wings  and 
feathers  unto  the  ostrich  ? 

14  Which  leaveth  her  eggs  in  the  earth,  and  warmeth  them  in 
dust, 

15  And  forgetteth  that  the  foot  may  crush  them,  or  that  the  wild 
beast  may  break  them. 

16  She  is  hardened  against  her  young  ones,  as  though  they  were 
not  hers:  her  labour  is  in  vain  without  fear; 

17  Because  God  hath  deprived  her  of  wisdom,  neither  hath  he 
imparted  to  her  understanding. 

18  What  time  she  lifteth  up  herself  on  high,  she  scorneth  the  horse 
and  his  rider. 

19  Hast  thou  given  the  horse  strength?  hast  thou  clothed  his  neck 
with  thunder? 

20  Canst  thou  make  him  afraid  as  a  grasshopper  ?  the  glory  of  his 
nostrils  is  terrible. 

21  He  paweth  in  the  valley,  and  rejoiceth  in  his  strength:  he  goeth 
on  to  meet  the  armed  men. 

22  He  mocketh  at  fear,  and  is  not  affrighted;  neither  turneth  he 
back  from  the  sword. 

23  The  quiver  rattleth  against  him,  the  glittering  spear  and  the 
shield. 

24  He  swalloweth  the  ground  with  fierceness  and  rage:  neither 
believeth  he  that  it  is  the  sound  of  the  trumpet. 

25  He  saith  among  the  trumpets.  Ha,  na;  and  he  smelleth  the 
battle  afar  off,  the  thunder  of  the  captains,  and  the  shouting. 
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26  Doth  the  hawk  fly  by  thy  wisdom,  and  stretch  her  wings  toward 
the  south  ? 

27  Doth  the  eagle  mount  up  at  thy  command,  and  make  her  nest 
on  high  ? 

28  She  dwelleth  and  abideth  on  the  rock,  upon  the  crag  of  the 
rock,  and  the  strong  place. 

29  From  thence  she  seeketh  the  prey,  and  her  eyes  behold  afar  oflf . 

30  Her  young  ones  also  suck  up  blood:  and  where  the  slain  are 
there  is  she. 

Chapter  40 

1  /o6  humbUOi  hbnadf  to  Ood.    6  Ood  9t(rrdh  him  up  to  Aew  hU  righieoumeag^  power,  and  wiadbm.    IS  Of  At 
behemoth, 

lOREOVER  the  Lord  answered  Job,  and  said, 

2  Shall  he  that  contendeth  with  the  Almighty  instruct 
himf  he  that  reproveth  God,  let  him  answer  it. 

3  ^  Then  Job  answered  the  Lord,  and  said, 

4  Behold,  I  am  vile;  what  shall  I  answer  thee  ?  I  will  lay  mine  hand 
upon  my  mouth. 

5  Once  have  I  spoken;  but  I  will  not  answer:  yea,  twice;  but  I  will 
proceed  no  further. 

6  ^  Then  answered  the  Lord  unto  Job  out  of  the  whirlwind,  and 
said, 

7  Gird  up  thy  loins  now  like  a  man:  I  will  demand  of  thee,  and 
declare  thou  unto  me. 

8  Wilt  thou  also  disannul  my  judgment?  wilt  thou  condemn  me, 
that  thou  mayest  be  righteous  ? 

9  Hast  thou  an  arm  like  God  ?  or  canst  thou  thunder  with  a  voice 
like  him? 

10  Deck  thyself  now  ivWi  majesty  and   excellency;   and   array 
thyself  with  glory  and  beauty. 

11  Cast  abroad  the  rage  of  thy  wrath:  and  behold  every  one  that 
is  proud  and  abase  him. 

12  Look  on  every  one  that  is  proud,  and  bring  him  low;  and  tread 
down  the  wicked  in  their  place. 

13  Hide  them  in  the  dust  together;  and  bind  their  faces  in  secret. 

14  Then  will  I  also  confess  unto  thee  that  thine  own  right  hand 
can  save  thee. 

15  ^  Behold  now  behemoth,  which  I  made  with  thee;  he  eateth 
grass  as  an  ox. 

16  Lo  now,  his  strength  is  in  his  loins,  and  his  force  is  in  the  navel 
of  his  bellv. 

17  He  moveth  his  tail  like  a  cedar:  the  sinews  of  his  stones  are 
wrapped  together. 

18  His  bones  are  as  strong  pieces  of  brass;  his  bones  are  like  bars 
of  iron. 
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BT  W.  H.   BABTLETT,  A   BECENT  ENGLISH  ABTIBT. 

*'And  HUkiah  the  high  priest  said  utUo  Shaphan  (he 
scribe,  I  have  found  the  hook  of  the  law  in  the  house  of  the 
Lordr—IL  Kings,  22,  8. 

SO  FAR  as  young  JosiaH's  rough  methods  oould  ac- 
complish his  end,  Judah  was  thoroughly  cleared  of 
every  vestige  of  strange  faiths,  of  every  temptation 
to  idolatry.  Then  the  king  turned  his  thoughts  to  another 
task.  The  great  Temple  itself  had  been  used  as  a  shrine 
for  idols  of  every  kind.  Moreover  the  neglect  of  the  two 
preceding  reigns  had  crowded  the  building  with  filth 
unspeakable,  and  the  ancient  structure  was  falling  into 
ruin.  The  king  determined  to  have  it  thoroughly  cleansed 
And  repaired,  to  make  it  once  more  the  great  centre  of 
the  land's  religious  worship. 

This  scheme  of  renovation  must  have  been  even  more 
thorough  than  the  previous  similar  purification  by  Heie- 
kiah;  for  in  the  course  of  their  labors  the  workmen  came 
upon  a  roll  of  parchment  or  papyrus,  which  was  dedared 
to  be  the  old  original  copy  of  the  Law  of  Moses.  Appar- 
ently this  had  been  long  lost,  and  mudi  of  its  contents  tor- 
gotten.  The  finders  examined  it  with  curiosity;  the  wise 
men  of  the  temple  studied  it  with  amaze  and  growing 
anxiety.    Then  they  brought  it  to  the  king. 
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JOB  XLI — LEVIATHAN  DESCRIBED  933 

19  He  is  the  chief  of  the  ways  of  God:  he  that  made  him  can  make 
his  sword  to  approach  unto  him. 

20  Surely  the  mountains  bring  him  forth  food,  where  all  the  beasts 
of  the  field  play. 

21  He  Ueth  under  the  shady  trees,  in  the  covert  of  the  reed,  and 
fens. 

22  The  shady  trees  cover  him  vrith  their  shadow;  the  willows  of 
the  brook  compass  him  about. 

23  Behold,  ne  drinketh  up  a  river,  and  hasteth  not:^  he  trusteth 
that  he  can  draw  up  Jordan  into  his  mouth. 

24  He  taketh  it  with  his  eyes :  his  nose  pierceth  through  snares. 

Cfiapter  41 

Of  OodTs  great  power  in  the  kviathan. 

ANST  thou  draw  out  leviathan  with  an  hook?  or  his  tongue 
with  a  cord  which  thou  lettest  down  ? 

2  Canst  thou  put  an  hook  into  his  nose  ?  or  bore  his  jaw 
through  with  a  thorn  ? 

3  Will  he  make  many  supplications  unto  thee?  will  he  speak  soft 
words  unto  thee  ? 

4  Will  he  make  a  covenant  with  thee?  wilt  thou  take  him  for  a 
servant  for  ever  ? 

5  Wilt  thou  play  with  him  as  uuith  a  bird  ?  or  wilt  thou  bind  him  for 
thy  maidens  ? 

6  Shall  thy  companions  make  a  banquet  of  him  ?  shall  they  part 
him  among  the  merchants  ? 

7  Canst  thou  fill  his  skin  with  barbed  irons  ?  or  his  head  with  fish- 
spears  ? 

8  Lay  thine  hand  upon  him,  remember  the  battle,  do  no  more. 

9  Behold,  the  hope  of  him  is  in  vain:  shall  not  one  be  cast  down 
even  at  the  sight  of  him  ? 

10  None  is  so  fierce  that  dare  stir  him  up:  who  then  is  able  to  stand 
before  me  ? 

11  Who  hath  prevented  me,^  that  I  should  repay  himf  whatsoever 
is  under  the  whole  heaven  is  mine. 

12  I  will  not  conceal  his  parts,  nor  his  power,  nor  his  comely  pro- 
portion. 

13  Who  can  discover  the  face  of  his  garment?  or  who  can  come 
to  him  with  his  double  bridle? 

14  Who  can  open  the  doors  of  his  face  ?  his  teeth  are  terrible  round 

about. 

15  His  scales  are  his  pride,  shut  up  together  as  with  a  close  seal. 

16  One  is  so  near  to  another,  that  no  air  can  come  between  them, 

iRevtsed  Version,  "Behold.  If  a  river  oyerflow,  he  trembleth  not."    >Reviaed  Version.  "Who  hath  first 
fl^iven  unto  me." 
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17  They  are  joined  one  to  another,  they  stick  together,  that  they 
cannot  be  sundered. 

18  By  his  neesings*  a  light  doth  shine,  and  his  eyes  ate  like  the 
eyelids  of  the  morning. 

19  Out  of  his  mourn  go  burning  lamps,  arvi  sparks  of  fire  leap  out. 
•  20  Out  of  his  nostrils  goeth  smoke,  as  out  of  a  seething  pot  or 

caldron. 

21  His  breath  kindleth  coals,  and  a  flame  goeth  out  of  his  mouth. 

22  In  his  neck  remaineth  strength,  and  sorrow  is  turned  into  joy 
before  him. 

23  The  flakes  of  his  flesh  are  joined  together:  they  are  firm  in 
themselves;  they  cannot  be  moved. 

24  His  heart  is  as  firm  as  a  stone;  yea,  as  hard  as  a  piece  of  the 
nether  milhtone. 

25  When  he  raiseth  up  himself,  the  mighty  are  afraid:  by  reason 
of  breakings  they  purify  themselves. 

26  The  sword    of  him  that  layeth  at  him  cannot  hold:  the  spear, 
the  dart,  nor  the  habergeon. 

27  He  esteemeth  iron  as  straw,  and  brass  as  rotten  wood. 

28  The  arrow  cannot  make  him  flee:  sUng  stones  are  turned  with 
him  into  stubble. 

29  Darts  are  counted  as  stubble:  he  laugheth  at  the  shaking  of  a 
spear. 

30  Sharp  stones  are  imder  him:  he  spreadeth  sharp  pointed  things 
upon  the  mire. 

31  He  maketh  the  deep  to  boil  like  a  pot:  he  maketh  the  sea  like 
a  pot  of  ointment. 

32  He  maketh  a  path  to  shine  after  him;  one  would  think  the  deep 
to  be  hoary. 

33  Upon  earth  there  is  not  his  like,  who  is  made  without  fear, 

34  He  beholdeth  all  high  things:  he  is  king  over  all  the  children  of 
pride, 

Cfiapter  42 

1  Job  nUmUUth  hinuelf  unto  God.     7  God,  preferring  Job*$  cauae,  makdh  hU  frienda  nibmU  Oummivei,  a»d 
aeeepteth  him.     10  He  magnifieih  and  blesseth  Job,     16  Job't  age  and  deaih. 


HEN  Job  answered  the  Lord,  and  said, 

2  I  know  that  thou  canst  do  every  thing^  and  that  no 
thought  can  be  withholden  from  thee. 

3  Who  is  he  that  hideth  counsel  without  knowledge?  therefore 
have  I  uttered  that  I  understood  not;  things  too  wonderful  for  me, 
which  I  knew  not. 

4  Hear,  I  beseech  thee,  and  I  will  speak:  I  will  demand  of  thee, 
and  declare  thou  unto  me. 
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FROM  THE  SERIES  BT  JULIUS  SCHNORiL 

+ 

And  it  came  to  pass,  when  the  king  had  heard  the  wards 
of  the  law,  that  he  rent  his  dothes.** — IL  Chron.,  J4»  19. 

THE  ''Book  of  the  Law"  thus  strangely  recovered, 
is  believed  by  critics  to  have  been  our  present 
book  of  Deuteronomy,  or  perhaps  the  entire  five 
books  of  Moses.  Just  how  completely  the  ancient  law 
had  been  forgotten,  or  for  how  long  a  period,  we  do  not 
know;  but  certainly  the  doings  of  most  of  Judah*s  kings, 
even  to  the  best  of  th^m,  seem  to  im[^y  that  they  knew 
very  little  of  the  strict  code  of  Deuteronomy. 

At  any  rate  the  reading  of  this  completed  "Book  of  the 
Law*'  seems  to  have  come  like  a  thunderclap  upon  King 
Josiah.  He  was  astounded  to  discover  how  far  he  and 
his  people  had  wandered  from  the  ancient  faith.  He 
was  stunned  and  terrified,  as  he  heard  the  awful  curses 
which  God  had  declared  should  fall  upon  the  Hebrews 
if  they  deserted  Him.  The  king  "rent  his  dothes." 
Then  he  sent  in  haste  for  a  noted  prophetess*  Huldah, 
to  inquire  of  her.  All  these  sins  of  blasphemy  had  oer-> 
tainly  been  committed  by  his  people;  must  the  doom  pro- 
nounced against  them,  inevitably  fall?  And  Huldah 
made  sad  answer,  "Even  all  the  curses  that  are  written  in 
the  book 
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5  I  have  heard  of  thee  by  the  hearing  of  the  ear:  but  now  mine 
eye  seeth  thee. 

6  Wherefore  I  abhor  myself,  and  repent  in  dust  and  ashes. 

7  f  And  it  was  so,  that  after  the  Lord  had  spoken  these  words 
unto  Job,  the  Lord  said  to  Eliphaz  the  Temanite,  My  wrath  is 
kindled  against  thee,  and  against  thy  two  friends:  for  ye  have  not 
spoken  of  the  thing  that  is  right,  as  my  servant  Job  hath. 

8  Therefore  take  unto  you  now  seven  bullocks  and  seven  rams, 
and  go  to  my  servant  Job,  and  offer  up  for  yourselves  a  burnt  offering; 
and  my  servant  Job  shall  pray  for  you:  for  him  will  I  accept:  lest 
I  deal  with  you  after  your  folly,  in  that  ye  have  not  spoken  of  me  the 
thing  which  w  right,  like  my  servant  Job. 

9  So  Eliphaz  the  Temanite  and  Bildad  the  Shuhite  UTid  Zophar 
the  Naamathite  went,  and  did  according  as  the  Lord  commanded 
them:  the  Lord  also  accepted  Job. 

10  And  the  Lord  tumecf  the  captivity  of  Job,  when  he  prayed  for 
his  friends:  also  the  Lord  gave  Job  twice  as  much  as  he  had  before. 

11  Then  came  there  unto  him  all  his  brethren,  and  all  his  sisters, 
and  all  they  that  had  been  of  his  acquaintance  before,  and  did  eat 
bread  with  him  in  his  house:  and  they  bemoaned  him,  and  com- 
forted him  over  all  the  evil  that  the  Lord  had  brought  upon  him: 
every  man  also  gave  him  a  piece  of  money,  and  every  one  an  earring 
of  gold. 

12  So  the  Lord  blessed  the  latter  end  of  Job  more  than  his  begin- 
ning: for  he  had  fourteen  thousand  sheep,  and  six  thousand  camels, 
ana  a  thousand  yoke  of  oxen,  and  a  thousand  she  asses. 

13  He  had  also  seven  sons  and  three  daughters. 

14  And  he  called  the  name  of  the  first,  Jemima;  and  the  name  of 
the  second,  Kezia;  and  the  name  of  the  third,  Keren-happuch.' 

13  And  in  all  the  land  were  no  women  found  so  fair  as  the  daughters 
of  Job;  and  their  father  eave  them  inheritance  among  their  brethren. 

16  After  this  lived  Job  an  hundred  and  forty  years,  and  saw  his 
sons,  and  his  sons'  sons,  even  four  generations. 

17  So  Job  died,  being  old  and  full  of  days. 

IB  probsbl;  "dove,"  K«llah  caaala.  ■  rnennt  ptsnt.  >nd  Keren-bappuch  bom,  or  bot 


Ititrobttctton  to  tfpe  iBooii  of  ^PKoltn? 

In  the  Modem  Hebrew  Bible,  the  Psalter  or  Book  of  Psalms  stands  first  of  the  hagio- 
grapha  or  sacred  n^-ri tings.  It  is  not  really  a  single  book,  but  a  collection  of  sacred  songs. 
composed  at  widely  different  times  and  for  different  purposes.  The  Hebrew  psalter  b 
divided  into  five  groups  or  separate  collections  of  songs,  each  group  closing  with  a  doxologr. 
These  groups  terminate  with  Psalms  41,  72,  89,  106,  and  150. 

Usually  the  entire  book  is  spoken  of  as  the  Psalms  of  David;  because,  of  the  150  songs 
Which  make  up  the  present  book,  73  are  ascribed  by  their  own  introductory  notes  to  David. 
These  introductory  notes,  however,  have  never  been  regarded  by  the  Christian  Church  as 
partaking  of  the  inspiration  of  the  Bible  itself.  They  represent  only  the  work  of  the  Hebrew 
collector  of  the  psalms;  and  modem  criticism  inclines  te  r^ard  most  of  these  as  being  of 
much  later  date  than  David,  belonging  to  the  post-exilic  period,  some  being  as  late  as  the 
second  century  B.  C.  The  Psalter  was  indeed  the  hymn  book  of  the  post-exilic  Jewish 
Church.  The  many  songs  which  David  originally  composed  must,  however,  have  been 
long  treasured  among  his  people,  and  the  substance  of  many  of  them  may  have  been  pre- 
;served  in  the  present  collection.  We  seem  to  feel  throughout  the  well-known  chants  the 
constant  echo  of  the  "sweet  singing"  of  the  poet  king. 

Of  the  28  psalms  ascribed  by  their  introductions  to  other  authors  than  David  twelve 
are  referred  to  Asaph,  the  chief  musician  of  the  temple  under  him,  eleven  are  referred  to 
"the  sons  of  Korah,"  two  to  Solomon,  and  one,  the  ninetieth,  to  Moses. 

As  a  whole,  the  psalms  reach  a  very  high  level  of  poetic  beauty  and  religious  faith  and 
4ispiration.  They  have  often  been  spoken  of  as  forming  a  connecting  link  between  the 
teaching  of  the  Old  Testament  and  that  of  the  New.  Some  of  the  sadder  ones  have  been 
called  the  "penitential  psalms,"  but  an  undercurrent  of  joy  and  thanksgiving  runs  through 
many,  which  are  rightly  called  hymns  of  praise.  This  indeed  is  the  Hebrew  name  for  the 
collection.    They  are  luiown  as  Tehillim  or  "the  Praises." 
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BT  JUIjES  PKRONARD,  A  FRENCH  ENGRAVER  OT  THE 

EIGHTEENTH  CENTURY. 

+ 

"SujTc/y  there  was  not  holden  such  a  passover  from  the 
days  of  the  judges  thai  judged  Israel** — //.  Kings,  £5,  £S. 

EVEN  in  the  face  of  this  pronouncxment  of  the  doom 
of  Judah,  King  Josiali  did  not  despair.  He  was 
promised  that  the  end  should  not  come  in  his  day; 
also  he  was  told  that  those  who  deserved  to  escape  should 
do  so.  Therefore  Xing  Josiah  determined  to  make  such 
a  complete  reformation  and  purifying  among  his  people, 
as  no  king  had  ever  made  before.  For  this  purpose  he 
summoned  the  entire  nation  to  a  great  religious  feast.  He 
had  the  complete  Law  read  before  them;  and  once  more 
as  of  old  they  vowed  to  observe  it  in  every  details.  Then 
a  passover  was  held  in  exact  accord  with  the  ancient 
method.  The  people  left  their  houses  and  built  them- 
selves booths  to  dwell  in  during  the  ceremonies;  they  came 
from  all  the  cities  to  Jerusalem;  and  each  step  of  the  ritual 
was  followed  as  the  Law  directed. 

Notwithstanding  this,  'Uhe  Lord  turned  not  from  the 
fierceness  of  his  great  wrath."  JudaVs  troubles  were 
gathering  thick.  Even  the  good  king  Josiah  died  a  violent 
death.  He  was  slain  in  battle  against  a  huge  army  of 
Egyptians  which  came  to  fight  against  his  overlord,  the 
king  of  Assyria. 
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THE  BOOK  OF 

Siolm  I 

1  TA«  happiaut  ef  Bu  godlt.    4  Tlu  unAappincM  of  the  unflodlii. 

LESSED  is  the  man  that  walketh  not  in  the  coun- 
sel of  the  ungodly,  nor  standeth  in  the  way  of 
sinners,  nor  sitteth  in  the  seat  of  the  scornful. 
.2  But  his  deHght  is  in  the  law  of  the  Lord; 
and  in  his  law  doth  he  meditate  day  and  night. 
3  And  he  shall  be  like  a  tree  planted  by  the 
rivers  of  water,  that  bringeth  forth  his  fruit  in 
his  season;  his  leaf  also  shall  not  wither;  and 
whatsoever  he  doeth  shall  prosper, 
w       •■  iut  u..godly  are  not  so:  but  are  like  the  chaff  which  the 
wind  drivetn  away. 

5  Therefore  the  ungodly  shall  not  stand  in  the  judgment,  nor  sin- 
ners in  the  congregation  of  the  righteous. 

6  For  the  Lord  knoweth  the  way  of  the  righteous:  but  the  way  of 
the  ungodly  shall  perish. 

psalm  2 

1  The  kingdom  of  Cfvrid.     10  King*  art  txhorttd  to  mcept  it. 

iHY  do  the  heathen  rage,  and  the  people  imagine  a  vain  thing  ? 
I      2  The  kings  of  the  earth  set  themselves,  and  the  rulers 

J  take  counsel  together,  against   the   Lord,   and   against   his 

anointed,  saying, 

3  Let  us  break  their  bands  asunder,  and  cast  away  their  cords 
from  us. 


938  PSALM  III — SECURITY  UNDER  GOD 

4  He  that  sitteth  in  the  heavens  shall  laugh:  the  Lord  shall  have 
them  in  derision. 

5  Then  shall  he  speak  unto  them  in  his  wrath,  and  vex  them  in 
his  sore  displeasure. 

6  Yet  have  I  set  my  kings  upon  my  holy  hill  of  Zion. 

7  I  will  declare  the  decree:  the  Lord  hath  said  unto  me,  Thou 
art  my  Son;  this  day  have  I  begotten  thee. 

8  Ask  of  me,  and  I  shall  give  mee  the  heathen /or  thine  inheritance, 
and  the  uttermost  parts  of  the  earth /or  thy  possession. 

9  Thou  shalt  break  them  with  a  rod  of  iron;  thou  shalt  dash  them 
in  pieces  like  a  potter's  vessel. 

10  Be  wise  now  therefore,  O  ye  kings:  be  instructed,  ye  judges  of 
the  earth. 

11  Serve  the  Lord  with  fear,  and  rejoice  with  trembling. 

12  Kiss  the  Son,  lest  he  be  angry,  and  ye  perish  from  the  way, 
when  his  wrath  is  kindled  but  a  little.  Blessea  are  all  they  that  put 
their  trust  in  him. 

$s!alm  3 

The  9icurity  of  OixTi  proUdSon. 

A  Psalm  of  David  when  he  fled  from  Absalom  his  son. 

ORD,  how  are  they  increased  that  trouble    me!  many    are 
they  that  rise  up  against  me. 

2  Many  there  be  which  say  of  my  soul.  There  is  no  help 
for  him  in  God.     Selah. 

3  But  thou,  O  Lord,  art  a  shield  for  me;  my  glory,  and  the  lifter- 
up  of  mine  head. 

4  I  cried  unto  the  Lord  with  my  voice,  and  he  heard  me  out  of 
his  holy  hill.     Selah. 

5  I  laid  me  down  and  slept;  I  awaked;  for  the  Lord  sustained  me. 

6  I  will  not  be  afraid  ot  ten  thousands  of  people,  that  have  set 
themselves  against  me  round  about. 

7  Arise,  O  liORD;  save  me,  O  my  God:  for  thou  hast  smitten  all 
mine  enemies  upon  the  cheek  bone;  thou  hast  broken  the  teeth  of 
the  ungodly. 

8  Salvation  belongelh  unto  the  Lord:  thy  blessing  is  upon  thy 
people.     Selah. 

$!E(alm  4 

1  David  vraydh  for  audience.    2  He  reproveth  and  exhorteth  hie  enemiee,    6  3fan*f  happfneee  i$  in  Oo^e  favovr. 
To  the  chief  Musician  on  Negiiioth,>  A  Psalm  of  David. 

EAR  me  when  I  call,  O  God  of  my  righteousness:  thou  hast 
enlarged  me  when  I  was  in  distress;  nave  mercy  upon  me, 
and  hear  my  prayer. 
2  O  ye  sons  of  men,  how  long  will  ye  turn  my  glory  into  shame? 
how  long  will  ye  love  vanity,  and  seek  after  leasing  ?     Selah. 

iNegiooth  means  "stringed  instruments." 
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FROM  THE  SERIfS  BT  JX7IJUS  8CHNORR. 

4* 

"And  he  carried  away  Jehoiachin  to  Bab^on^  and  the 
king*  8  mother^  and  the  king^s  taives^  and  his  afieere^  and 
the  mighty  of  the  land  "-^11.  KingSy  2J^  16. 

^HE  time  had  now  arrived  of  that  tumultiioiis  up- 
heaval and  rearrangement  of  the  Eastern  nations, 
m  the  midst  of  which  Judah*s  kingdom  was 
doomed  to  perish.  The  huge  empire  of  Assyria  was 
threatened  from  every  side.  First,  Egypt  fought  against 
it  in  that  war  wherein  King  Josiah  was  shiin.  His  son, 
who  succeeded  him,  was  carried  prisoner  to  Egypt  and 
remained  an  exile  all  his  days. 

Then  came  the  final  overthrow  of  Assyria  by  the  Medes 
and  Babylonians.  Then  Egypt  in  its  turn  was  defeated 
by  Babylon.  Anarchy  reigned  everywhere.  Bands  of 
Chaldees,  Syrians,  Moabites,  Ammonites,  roamed  over 
Judah,  plundering  and  destroying.  "Surely  at  the  com- 
mandment of  the  Lord  came  this  upon  Judah  to  remove 
them  out  of  his  sight.*'  Then  at  length  uprose  the  Baby- 
Ionian  prince  Nebuchadnezzar.  Jerusalem,  ruled  now 
by  Jehoiakim  a  second  son  of  Josiah,  withstood  the  new 
conqueror  in  possibly  two  brief  sieges.  But  Jehoiakim 
was  captured  and  killed,  "died  the  death  of  an  ass;" 
and  his  son  Jehoiachin,  after  ruling  iMiefly  in  his  stead, 
surrendered  to  Nebuchadnezzar.  Jerusalem  was  cap- 
tured and  plundered;  and  a  great  train  of  prisoners,  made 
up  of  the  king,  his  household  and  eight  thousand  of  the 
leaders  of  the  Jews,  were  carried  away  by  the 
Babylonian  monarch  to  a  lifelong  cap- 
tirity  in  his  monster  city. 
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PSALM  V — THE  GOOD  PROTECTED  989 

3  But  know  that  the  Lord  hath  set  apart  him  that  is  godly  for 
himself:  the  Lord  will  hear  when  I  call  unto  him. 

4  Stand  in  awe,  and  sin  not;  commune  with  your  own  heart  upon 
your  bed,  and  be  still.     Selah. 

5  Offer  the  sacrifices  of  righteousness,  and  put  your  trust  in  the 
Lord. 

6  Th^re  be  many  that  say.  Who  will  shew  us  any  good?    Lord, 
lift  thou  up  the  light  of  thy  countenance  upon  us. 

7  Thou  nast  put  gladness  in  my  heart,  more  than  in  the  time  that 
their  corn  and  their  wine  increased. 

8  I  will  both  lay  me  down  in  peace,  and  sleep :  for  thou,  Lord,  only 
makest  me  dwell  in  safety. 


^fiialm  5 

IDavid  prayeth,  and  vrmttMeOi  hia  study  in  prayer, 
faith,  prayeth  unto  Goa  to  guide  him,  10  to  destroy  his 
To  toe  chief  Musician  upon  Nehiloth,'  A  Fsaim  of 

IVE  ear  to  my  words,  O  Lord,  consider  my  meditation. 
2  Hearken  unto  the  voice  of  my  cry,  my  Bang,  and  my 


ofesaeth  his  study  in  prayer.     4  Ood  favoweth  not  the  wicked.    7  David,  professing  hiB 
"  "'      "- '    ^    '       ••  enemies,  II  and  to  preserve  the  godly. 

David. 


_  God:  for  unto  thee  will  I  pray. 

3  My  voice  shalt  thou  hear  in  tne  morning,  O  Lord;  in  the  morn- 
ing will  I  direct  my  prayer  unto  thee,  and  will  look  up. 

4  For  thou  art  not  a  God  that  hath  pleasure  in  wickedness :  neither 
shall  evil  dwell  with  thee. 

5  The  foolish  shall  not  stand  in  thy  sight:  thou  hatest  all  workers 
of  inimiity. 

6  Thou  shalt  destrov  them  that  speak  leasing:^  the  Lord  will 
abhor  the  bloody  and  deceitful  man. 

7  But  as  for  me,  I  will  come  into  thy  houae  in  the  multitude  of  thy 
mercy :  and  in  thy  fear  will  I  worship  toward  thy  holy  temple. 

8  Lead  me,  O  Lord,  in  thy  righteousness  because  of  mine  enemies; 
make  thy  way  straight  before  my  face. 

9  For  there  is  no  faithfulness  in  their  mouth;  their  inward  part  is 
very  wickedness;  their  throat  is  an  open  sepulchre;  they  flatter  with 
their  tongue. 

10  Destroy  thou  them,  O  God;  let  them  fall  by  their  own  counsels; 
cast  them  out  in  the  multitude  of  their  transgressions;  for  they  have 
rebelled  against  thee. 

11  But  let  all  those  that  put  their  trust  in  thee  rejoice:  let  them  ever 
shout  for  joy,  because  thou  defendest  them:  let  them  also  that  love 
thy  name  be  joyful  in  thee. 

12  For  thou,  Lord,  wilt  bless  the  righteous;  with  favour  wilt  thou 
compass  him  as  vrith  a  shield. 

>The  meaning  of  Nehiloth  in  unknown.    It  has  been  conjectured  to  mean  "wind  Instruments,"  pax^ 
tlcularly  the  pipe  or  flute.    'Means  "lies." 


940  PSALM  VI — THE  MISERY  OF  SICKNESS 


^Kolttl  6 


1  David's  complaifU  in  hU  tietnesa.    8  By  faUh  he  triumphdh  aver^  kU  ciMMte. 
Musiciui  on  Negiooth  upon  Sheinioith,*  A  FMdm  of 


m.'^^ 


To  the  chief  Musiciui  on  Neginoth  upon  Sheminith,*  A  Fmim  of  DaYid. 

LORD,  rebuke  me  not  in  thine  anger,  neither  chasten  me  in 
thine  hot  displeasure. 

2  Have  mercy  upon  me,  O  Lord;  for  I  am  weak:  O  Lord, 
heal  me;  for  my  bones  are  vexed. 

3  My  soul  is  also  sore  vexed :  but  thou,  O  Lord,  how  long  ? 

4  Return,  O  Lord,  deliver  my  soul :  oh  save  me  for  thy  mercies'  sake. 

5  For  in  death  tliere  is  no  remembrance  of  thee:  in  the  grave  who 
shall  give  thee  thanks  ? 

6  I  am  weary  with  my  groaning;  all  the  'night  make  I  my  bed  to 
swim;  I  water  my  couch  with  my  tears. 

7  Mine  eye  is  consumed  because  of  grief;  it  waxeth  old  because  of 
all  mine  enemies. 

8  Depart  from  me,  all  ye  workers  of  iniquity;  for  the  Lord  hath 
heard  the  voice  of  my  weeping. 

9  The  Lord  hath  heard  my  supplication;  the  Lord  will  receive 
my  prayer. 

10  Let  all  mine  enemies  be  ashamed  and  sore  vexed:  let  them 
return  and  be  ashamed  suddenly. 

^ssalm  7 

1  David  mrayeth  against  ike  malice  of  his  enemies,  professing  his  innooeney.     10  By  faUh  ks  seeih  his  defence 

and  the  aestrueUan  of  his  enemies. 

Shiggaion'  of  David,  which  he  sang  unto  the  Lord,  concerning  the  words  of  CuBh  the  Benjamite.* 


^Av.1p 


LORD  my  God,  in  thee  do  I  put  my  trust:  save  me  from  all 
them  that  persecute  me,  and  deliver  me: 

2  Lest  he  tear  my  soul  like  a  lion,  rending  it  in  pieces, 
while  there  is  none  to  deliver. 

3  O  Lord  my  God,  if  I  have  done  this;  if  there  be  iniquity  in 
my  hands; 

4  If  I  have  rewarded  evil  unto  him  that  was  at  peace  with  me;  (yea, 
I  have  delivered  him  that  without  cause  is  mine  enemy:) 

5  Let  the  enemy  persecute  my  soul,  and  take  it;  yea,  let  him  tread 
down  my  life  upon  tne  earth,  and  lay  mine  honour  in  the  dust.  Selah. 

6  Arise,  O  Lord,  in  thine  anger,  lift  up  thyself  because  of  the  rage 
of  mine  enemies:  and  awake  for  me  to  the  judgment  that  thou  hast 
commanded. 

7  So  shall  the  congregation  of  the  people  compass  thee  about: 
for  their  sakes  therefore  return  thou  on  high. 

8  The  Lord  shall  judee  the  people:  judge  me,  O  Lord,  according 
to  my  righteousness,  ana  according  to  mine  integrity  that  is  in  me. 

9  Oh  let  the  wickedness  of  the  wicked  come  to  an  end ;  but  estab- 
lish the  just:  for  the  righteous  God  trieth  the  hearts  and  reins. 

~       iSheminith  is  a  musical  term,  referring  to  the  eighth  or  octare.   <Shiggaion  means  some  form  of  soof. 
K>f  this  Cush  nothing  is  known. 


tEfie  ilormng  of  BfeniMletti 

BT  J.  GOEREE,  A  Dinx:H  MASTER  OF  THE  SEVEN- 
TEENTH CENTURY. 

**And  ihey  hurrU  the  house  qf  God^  and  brake  down  the 
wall  of  Jerusalem^  and  burnt  all  the  palacee  thereof  with 
ChTon.m  36m  19. 
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NEBUCHADNEZZAR,  at  the  time  of  the  carxTuig 
away  of  that  first  train  of  captives,  did  not  whoUj 
destroy  Jerusalem.  On  the  contrary,  he  ac- 
cepted the  Jews  as  subjects,  and  placed  over  th^  heads 
as  his  vice-king  a  third  son  of  Josiah,  to  whom  the  con- 
queror gave  the  new  name  of  Zedekiah. 

For  eleven  years  2iedekiah  ruled  in  shame  and  sin,  then, 
encouraged  apparently  by  the  Egyptian  government,  he 
rebelled  against  Babylon.  This  time  Nebuchadnezzar 
did  not  come  in  person  against  Jerusalem;  he  sent  one 
of  his  generals,  who  besieged  the  dty.  When  the  pinch 
of  famine  came.  King  Zedekiah  attempted  to  break  out 
¥rith  his  troops  and  escape.  He  was  captured;  his  sons 
were  all  slain  before  his  eyes,  and  then,  that  this  might  be 
the  last  sight  those  eyes  should  ever  behold*  he  was  blinded, 
and  kept  a  prisoner  until  his  death. 

Meanwhile  Jerusalem  itself  was  stormed,  and  set  on 

fire.     Massacre  was  let  loose  in  every  street    The  huge 

walls  and  gorgeous  buildings  were  beaten  down,  until 

all  lay  in  ruins.    The  assailants  ''had  no  compassion 

upon  young  man  or  maiden,  old  man,  or  him  that  stooped 

for  age.'*    Such  of  the  inhabitants  as  survived  the 

murderous  fury  of  the  victors  were  driven  captive 

to  Babylon.    This  was  *'  the  great  captivity." 
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PSALM  VIII — man's  rule  OVER  EARTH  941 

10  My  defence  is  of  God,  which  saveth  the  upright  in  heart. 

11  God  judgeth  the  righteous,  and  God  is  angry  vrith  the  wicked 
every  dav. 

12  If  he  turn  not,  he  will  whet  his  sword;  he  hath  bent  his  bow, 
and  made  it  ready. 

13  He  hath  also  prepared  for  him  the  instruments  of  death;  he 
ordaineth  his  arrow  against  the  persecutors. 

14  Behold,  he  travaileth  with  iniquity,  and  hath  conceived  mis- 
chief, and  brought  forth  falsehood. 

15  He  made  a  pit,  and  digged  it,  and  is  fallen  into  the  ditch  which 
he  made. 

16  His  mischief  shall  return  upon  his  own  head,  and  his  violent 
dealing  shall  come  down  upon  his  own  pate. 

17  1  will  praise  the  Lord  according  to  his  righteousness:  and  will 
sing  praise  to  the  name  of  the  Lord  most  High. 

^flialm  8 

QodTM  ifiory  U  maanifl^  by  hU  work$,  and  hy  his  love  to  man. 
To  the  chief  MusTciaii  upon  GittUh.i  A  Psalm  of  David. 

LORD  our  Lord,  how  excellent  is  thy  name  in  all  the  earth ! 
who  hast  set  thy  glory  above  the  heavens. 

2  Out  of  the  mouth  of  babes  and  sucklings  hast  thou 


K'm 


ordained  strength  because  of  thine  enemies,  that  thou  mightest  still 
the  enemy  and  the  avenger. 

3  When   I   consider  thy   heavens,   the   work  of  thy  fingers,  the 
moon  and  the  stars,  which  thou  hast  ordained; 

4  What  is  man,  that  thou  art  mindful  of  him  ?  and  the  son  of  man» 
that  thou  visitest  him  ? 

5  For  thou  hast  made  him  a  little  lower  than  the   angels,  and 
hast  crowned  him  with  glory  and  honour. 

6  Thou  madest  him  to  nave  dominion  over  the  works  of  thy  hands; 
thou  hast  put  all  things  under  his  feet: 

7  All  sheep  and  oxen,  yea,  and  the  beasts  of  the  field ; 

8  The  fowl  of  the  air,  and  the  fish  of  the  sea,  and  whatsoever  passeth 
through  the  paths  of  the  seas. 

9  O  Lord  our  I-*ord,  how  excellent  is  thy  name  in  all  the  earth ! 

I  David  praiMdh  Ood  for  execuHno  of  judgment.     11  He  incUdh  others  to  praiee  him,    13  He  pravefh  (hat  hn  map 

have  eauee  to  vraiee  him. 

To  the  chief  MusiciaD  upon  Muth4abbea,s  A  Psalm  of  David. 

WILL  praise  thee^  O  Lord,  with  my  whole  heart;  I  will  shew 
forth  all  thy  marvellous  works. 

2  I  will  be  glad  and  rejoice  in  thee.     I  will  sing  praiso 
to  thy  name,  O  thou  most  High. 

'Glttith  is  a  word  of  doubtful  meaidns,  perhaps  a  Gittite  instrument,  or  better  a  tune  of  a  Tintafe  irmf . 
*M uth>labben  refers  perhaps  to  the  soprano  or  falsetto  voice. 


942  PSALM  IX — IN  PRAISE  OF  GOD 

3  When  mine  enemies  are  turned  back,  they  shall  fall  and  perish 
at  thy  presence. 

4  For  thou  hast  maintained  my  right  and  my  cause;  thou  satest 
in  the  throne  judging  right. 

5  Thou  hast  rebuked  the  heathen,  thou  hast  destroyed  the  wicked, 
thou  hast  put  out  their  name  for  eyer  and  ever. 

6  O  thou  enemy,  destructions  are  come  to  a  perpetual  end:  and 
thou  hast  destroyed  cities;  their  memorial  is  perished  with  them. 

7  But  the  Lord  shaU  endure  for  ever :  he  hath  prepared  his  throne 
for  judgment. 

8  And  he  shall  judge  the  world  in  righteousness,  he  shall  minister 
judgment  to  the  people  in  uprightness. 

9  The  Lord  also  will  be  a  refuge  for  the  oppressed,  a  refuge  in 
i                      times  of  trouble. 

10  And  they  that  know  thy  name  will  put  their  trust  in  thee:  for 
thou.  Lord,  hast  not  forsaken  them  that  seek  thee. 

11  Sing  praises  to  the  Lord,  which  dwelleth  in  Zion:  declare 
amon^  the  people  his  doings. 

12  When  he  maketh  inquisition  for  blood,  he  remembereth  them; 
he  forgetteth  not  the  cry  of  the  humble. 

13  Haye  mercy  upon  me,  O   Lord;  consider  my  trouble  which 

I  /  suffer  of  them  that  hate  me,  thou  that  liftest  me  up  from  the  gates 

of  death: 

14  That  I' may  shew  forth  all  thy  praise  in  the  gates  of  the  daughter 
of  Zion:  I  will  rejoice  in  thy  salyation. 

15  The  heathen  are  sunk  down  in  the  pit  Viat  they  made:  in  the 
net  which  they  hid  is  their  own  foot  taken. 

16  The  Lord  is  known  by  the  judgment  which  he  executeth:  the 
wicked  is  snared  in  the  work  of  his  own  hands.     Higgaion.  *     Selah. 

17  The  wicked  shall  be  turned  into  hell,  and  all  the  nations  that 
forget  God. 

18  For  the  needy  shall  not  alway  be  forgotten:  the  expectation 
of  the  poor  shall  not  perish  for  eyer. 

I  19  Arise,  O  Lord;  let  not  man  preyail:  let  the  heathen  be  judged 

'  in  thy  sight. 

20  Put  them  in  fear,  O  Lord:  thai  the  nations  may  know  them- 
I  selves  to  be  but  men.    Selah. 

$fi!alm  to 

1  David  eompiainelh  to  God  of  the  outragt  of  the  wicked.  12  He  praydh  far  remedy.  10  He  jmfeemlh  hiteonfidence. 

IH Y  standest  thou  afar  off,  O  Lord  ?  why  hidest  thou  Ihyselj 


^<^<  i 


in  times  of  trouble.'^ 

2  The  wicked  in  his  pride  doth  persecute  the  poor:  let 
them  be  taken  in  the  deyices  that  they  haye  imagined. 

'Hlggaion  means  resounding  music. 
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ikicreli  ^nBtteto  SleKtoreH 

BT  J.  JAICEB  TIS80T.      BEPBODUCED  BT  COUBTBBT  OP 
THE  AMEBICAN  TIB80T  SOdETT  OF  NEW  TOBK. 


**Also  Cyrut  the  king  brought  forth  the  vesteU  cf  the 
house  of  the  Lordy  which  Ndmchadnesssur  had  bnmghi 
forth  out  of  Jerutahm.** — Ezra^  i,  7. 

THE  historical  books  of  the  Old  Testament  do 
not,  fortunately,  leave  the  story  of  the  Hebrews 
at  the  tragic  moment  of  their  political  downfall. 
The  record  is  not  one  of  earthly  glory  but  of  God's  teach- 
ing to  man.  The  ancient  racial  pride  of  the  Jews  had 
been  humbled  at  length.  Now  thdr  land  was  to  be  re- 
stored to  them.  The  books  of  Ezra  and  Nehemiah  tell 
how,  some  seventy  years  after  the  carrying  of  the  first 
of  the  Judeans  to  Babylon,  their  descendants  were  per- 
mitted to  return  to  Judah  or  Judea,  as  the  land  came 
afterward  to  be  called. 

The  return  of  the  Jews  came  about  through  the  down- 
fall of  the  Babylonian  monarchs  who  had  oppressed 
them.  Babylon  was  conquered  by  the  Persians  under 
Cyrus;  and  the  conqueror  looked  with  favor  upon  the 
captive  Hebrews.  Doubtless  they  welcomed  him  in  some 
sort  as  a  rescuer;  at  any  rate  he  soon  assumed  that  atti- 
tude. Not  only  did  he  pass  a  royal  decree  permitting 
them  to  return  to  Judah,  he  also  commissioned  them  to 
rebuild  .their  ancient  temple  and  resume  their  ancient 
worship.  For  this  purpose  he  restored  to  them  the  golden 
vessels  of  the  temple,  which  still  lay  in  the 
treasure  house  at  Babylon. 
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PSALM  X — VENGEANCE  ON  THE  WICKED  943 

S  For  the  wicked  boasteth  of  his  heart's  desire,  and  blesseth  the 
covetous,  whom  the  Lord  abhorreth. 

4  The  wicked,  through  the  pride  of  his  countenance,  will  not  seek 
after  God:  God  is  not  in  all  his  thoughts. 

5  His  ways  are  always  grievous;  thy  judgments  are  far  above  out 
of  his  sight:  asj'or  all  his  enemies,  he  puffeth  at  them. 

6  He  nath  said  in  his  heart,  I  shall  not  be  moved:  for  I  shall  never 
be  in  adversity. 

7  His  mouth  is  full  of  cursing  and  deceit  and  fraud:  under  his 
tongue  is  mischief  and  vanity. 

8  He  sitteth  in  the  lurking  places  of  the  villages:  in  the  secret 
places  doth  he  murder  the  innocent:  his  eyes  are  privily  set  against 
the  poor. 

9  He  lieth  in  wait  secretly  as  a  lion  in  his  den:  he  lieth  in  wait  to 
catch  the  poor:  he  doth  catch  the  poor,  when  he  draweth  him  into 
his  net. 

10  He  croucheth,  and  humbleth  himself,  that  the  poor  may  fall 
by  his  strong  ones. 

11  He  hath  said  in  his  heart,  God  hath  forgotten:  he  hideth  his 
face;  he  will  never  see  it. 

12  Arise,  O  Lord;  O  God,  lift  up  thine  hand:  forget  not  the 
humble. 

13  Wherefore  doth  the  wicked  contemn  God  ?  he  hath  said  in  his 
heart.  Thou  wilt  not  require  it. 

14  Thou  hast  seen  it;  for  thou  beholdest  mischief  and  spite,  to 
requite  it  with  thy  hand:  the  poor  committeth  himself  unto  thee; 
thou  art  the  helper  of  the  fatherless. 

15  Break  thou  the  arm  of  the  wicked  and  the  evil  man:  seek  out 
his  wickedness  tiU  thou  find  none. 

16  The  Lord  is  King  for  ever  and  ever:  the  heathen  are  perished 
out  of  his  land. 

17  Lord,  thou  hast  heard  the  desire  of  the  humble:  thou  wilt 
prepare  their  heart,  thou  wilt  cause  thine  ear  to  hear: 

18  To  judge  the  fatherless  and  the  oppressed,  that  the  man  of  the 
earth  may  no  more  oppress. 

$fi!alm  II 

l_  David  eneourageih  himiOf  in  Ood  against  his  enemies.    4  The  providence  and  jtuHee  of  Ood, 
Pi  ' 


To  the  chief  Musician,  A  Psalm  of  David. 

the  Lord  put  I  my  trust:  how  say  ye  to  my  soul.  Flee  as 
a  bird  to  your  mountain  ? 
2  For,  lo,  the  wicked  bend  their  bow,  they  make  ready  their 
arrow  upon  the  string,  that  they  may  privily  shoot  at  the  upright  * 
in  heart. 

S  If  the  foundations  be  destroyed,  what  can  the  righteous  do  ?     ' 


944  PSALM  XII HELP,  LORD! 

4  The  Lord  is  in  his  holy  temple,  the  Lord's  throne  is  in  heaven : 
his  eyes  behold,  his  eyelids  try,  tne  children  of  men. 

5  The  Lord  trieth  the  righteous:  but  the  wicked  and  him  that 
loveth  violence  his  soul  hatetn. 

6  Upon  the  wicked  he  shall  rain  snares,  fire  and  brimstone,  and 
an  horrible  tempest :  this  shaU  be  the  portion  of  their  cup. 

7  For  the  righteous  Lord  loveth  righteousness;  his  countenance 
doth  behold  the  upright. 

Ij^Mm  12 

1  David,  deatUute  of  hwnan  eomfort,  craveth  help  cf  God.    3  He  eomfortdh  himteif  wUk  Oo^9  judgtnenU  on  ikm 

tpicted,  and  confidence  in  Ood*a  tried  promiaee. 

To  the  chief  Musidan  upon  Sheminith,  A  FMlm  of  David. 

ELP,  Lord;  for  the  godly  man  ceaseth;  for  the  faithful  fail 
from  among  the  children  of  men. 
___     _,_      2  They  speak  vanitv  every  one  with  his  neighbour:  with 
flattering  lips  and  with  a  double  heart  do  they  speak. 

S  The  Ix)RD  shall  cut  off  all  flattering  lips,  and  the  tongue  that 
speaketh  proud  things: 

4  Who  have  said.  With  our  tongue  will  we  prevail;  our  lips  are 
our  own:  who  w  lord  over  us  ? 

5  For  the  oppression  of  the  poor,  for  the  sighing  of  the  needy, 
now  will  I  arise,  saith  the  Lord;  I  will  set  him  in  saiety  from  him 
that  puffeth  at  him. 

6  The  words  of  the  Lord  are  pure  words:  as  silver  tried  in  a  fur- 
nace of  earth,  purified  seven  times. 

7  Thou  shalt  keep  them,  O  Lord,  thou  shalt  preserve  them  from 
this  generation  for  ever. 

8  The  wicked  walk  on  every  side,  when  the  vilest  men  are  exalted. 

Ij^ialm  13 

I  David  amt^aindh  of  dday  in  help,    3  Be  prayefh  for  preventing  grace.    5  He  hooMeOi  of  DiHne  mercy. 
To  the  chief  Hiisidaii,  A  Ftolm  of  David.  * 

OW  long  wilt  thou  forget  me,  O  Lord?  for  ever?  how. long 
wilt  thou  hide  thy  face  from  me? 
„_  2  How  long  shall  I  take  counsel  in  mv  soul,  having  sor- 

row in  my  heart  daily  ?  how  lon^  shall  mine  enem^  be  exalted  over  me  ? 
S  Consider  and  hear  me,  O  Lord  my  God :  hghten  mine  eyes,  lest 
I  sleep  the  sleep  of  death; 

4  Lest  mine  enemy  say,  I  have  prevailed  against  him;  and  those 
that  trouble  me  rejoice  when  I  am  moved. 

5  But  I  have  trusted  in  thy  mercy;  my  heart  shall  rejoice  in  thy 
Salvation. 

6  I  will  sing  unto  the  Lord,  because  he  hath  dealt  bountifully 
with  me. 
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tElie  leiettini  to  JentKoIem 

FBOli  TH£  BEBIEB  BT  JUUUB  8CHNOBR. 

4- 

**And  when  Iks  seventh  month  woe  eome^  and  the  chil- 
dren of  Israd  were  in  the  citiea^  the  peopU  gathered  ihefn- 
selves  together  as  one  man  to  Jerusalem** — Esra^  S^  1. 

TSnJS  enoouiaged  by  Cyrus,  a  great  number  of  the 
Hebrews*  fragments  of  aU  tribes,  but  principally 
the  men  of  Judah,  resolved  to  undertake  the  long 
and  dangerous  journey  bad^  to  Palestine.  They  gath- 
ered to  the  number  of  fifty  thousand,  under  the  leader- 
ship of  Zerubbabei,  a  descendant  of  the  kin^y  house  of 
David.  Zerubbabei  led  them  wisely  and  skilfully,  a 
journey  of  many  months;  and  they  settled  in  the  various 
hill  cities  about  Jerusalem.  They  were  not  particidaily 
well  received  by  the  few  inhabitants  whom  the  Babylon- 
ians had  left  in  the  surrounding  lands.  The  ancient 
Moabites  and  Ammonites,  as  well  as  the  settlers  [Wanted 
in  Samaria  by  the  Asiatic  tyrants,  were  naturally  jealous 
and  fearful  of  this  tremendous  caravan.  And  the  Hebrews 
on  thdr  side  were  also  afraid. 

''Then  stood  up  Jeshua  the  son  of  Jocadak"  desoend* 
ant  of  the  ancient  high-priests  who  traced  their  lineage 
back  to  Aaron.  With  his  brethren  he  summoned  the 
Hebrews  to  reerect  God's  altar  at  Jerusalem  and  pray  to 
Him  to  shelter  them.  Thus  in  trembling  and  anxiety 
they  b^an  again  their  former  religious  worship. 


▼-90 


PSALM  XrV — THE  FOLLY  OP  SIN  945 

$£lalm  14 

1  Dovftf  deacKMh  (h€  eorrupHon  of  a  natural  man,    4  Ht  eonvineeth  Vu  ufieked  by  the  tiffhi  of  their  coruicienee, 

7  He  gUfritih  in  the  ealvation  of  Ood. 

To  the  cblef  Musician,  A  Pealm  of  David. 

|Effi  fool  hath  said  in  his  heart.  There  is  no  God.     They  are 
corrupt,  they  have  done  abominable  works,  there  is  none  that 
doeth  good. 

2  The  Lord  looked  down  from  heaven  upon  the  children  of  men, 
to  see  if  there  were  any  that  did  understand,  and  seek  God. 

3  They  are  all  gone  aside,  they  are  aU  together  become  filthy: 
there  is  none  that  doeth  good,  no,  not  one. 

4  Have  all  the  workers  of  iniquity  no  knowledge  ?  who  eat  up  my 
people  as  they  eat  bread,  and  call  not  upon  the  Lord. 

5  There  were  they  in  great  fear:  for  Goa  is  in  the  generation  of  the 

righteous. 

6  Ye  have  shamed  the  counsel  of  the  poor,  because  the  Lord  is 

his  refuge. 

7  O  tnat  the  salvation  of  Israel  were  come  out  of  Zion!  when  the 
Lord  bringeth  back  the  captivity  of  his  people,  Jacob  shall  rejoice, 
and  Israel  shall  be  glad. 


$sialm  15 


David  deeaibeth  a  ctHxen  of  Zion. 
A  F&alm  of  David. 


.V)    ►r/    'a  ' 


ORD,  who  shall  abide  in  thy  tabernacle  ?  who  shall  dwell  in 
thy  holy  hill  ? 

2  He  that  walketh  uprightly,  and  worketh  righteousness, 

and  speaketh  the  truth  in  his  neart. 

3  He  that  backbiteth  not  with  his  tongue,  nor  doeth  evil  to  his 
neighbour,  nor  taketh  up  a  reproach  against  his  neighbour. 

4  In  whose  eyes  a  vile  person  is  contemned ;  but  he  nonoureth  them 
that  fear  the  Lord.    He  that  sweareth  to  his  own  hurt,  and  changeth 

not. 

5  He  that  putteth  not  out  his  money  to  usury,  nor  taketh  reward 
against  the  innocent.    He  that  doeth  these  things  shall  never  be  moved. 

^flialm  16 

1  David,  in  dtdnut  of  merite,  and  haired  of  idolatry,  fleeth  to  Ood  for  preeervation.    6  He  riutweth  the  hope  of  hie 
caUing,  of  the  renureetSon,  and  life  everlaeting, 
ICichtami  of  David. 

RESERVE  me,  O  God:  for  in  thee  do  I  put  my  trust. 
2  O  my  soul,  thou  hast  said  unto  the  Lord,  Thou  art  my 

Lord:  my  goodness  extendeth  not  to  thee;    .    -  ..         ; 

3  Bvi  to  the  saints  that  are  in  the  earth,  and  to  the  excellent,  in: 
whom:  is  all  irny  dejight. 

tllichtam  may  perhaps  mean  **a  golden  piece."    The  epithet  is  applied  to  seveial  Ftolou. 


046  PSALM  XVI — OP  THE  RESURRECTION 

4  Their  sorrows  shall  be  multiplied  that  hasten  (ifter  another  god: 
their  drink  oflFerings  of  blood  will  1  not  oflFer,  nor  take  up  their  names 
into  my  lips. 

5  Tne  Ix)rd  is  the  portion  of  mine  inheritance  and  of  my  cup: 
thou  maintainest  my  lot. 

6  The  lines  are  fallen  unto  me  in  pleasant  places;  yea,  I  have  a 
goodly  heritage. 

*  7  I  will  bless  the  Lord,  who  hath  given  me  counsel :  my  reins  also 
instruct  me  in  the  night  seasons. 

8  I  have  set  the  Lord  always  before  me:  because  he  is  at  my  right 
hand,  I  shall  not  be  moved. 

9  Therefore  my  heart  is  glad,  and  my  glory  rejoiceth:  my  flesh 
also  shall  rest  in  hope. 

10  For  thou  wilt  not  leave  m^  soul  in  hell;  neither  wilt  thou  suffer 
thine  Holy  One  to  see  corruption. 

11  Thou  wilt  shew  me  the  path  of  life:  in  thy  presence  is  fulness 
of  joy;  at  thy  right  hand  there  are  pleasures  for  evermore.    . 

1  David,  in  eonfidenee  of  his  integriiy,  cravdh  defence  of  God  oQoifui  hit  enendeB.    10  He  ekewefk  Iheir  pride, 
craft,  and  eagemesa.     13  He  prayeth  against  them  in  confidence  of  hie  hope, 
A  Flayer  of  DavicL 

IJEAR  the  right,  O  Lord,  attend  unto  my  cry,  give  ear  unto 
my  prayer,  that  goeth  not  out  of  feigned  lips. 

2  Let  my  sentence  come  forth  from  thy  presence;  let  thine 
eyes  behold  the  tmngs  that  are  equal. 

3  Thou  hast  proved  mine  heart;  thou  hast  visited  me  in  the  night; 
thou  hast  tried  me,  and  shalt  find  nothing;  I  am  purposed  that  my 
mouth  shall  not  transgress. 

4  Concerning  the  works  of  men,  by  the  word  of  thy  lips  I  have 
kept  me  from  tne  paths  of  the  destroyer. 

5  Hold  up  my  goings  in  thy  paths,  that  my  footsteps  slip  not. 

6  I  have  called  upon  thee,  for  thou  wilt  hear  me,  O  God:  incline 
thine  ear  unto  me,  and  hear  my  speech. 

7  Show  thy  marvellous  loving-kindness,  O  thou  that  savest  by 
thy  right  hand  them  which  put  their  trust  in  thee  from  those  that  rise 
up  against  them. 

8  Aeep  me  as  the  apple  of  the  eye,  hide  me  imder  the  shadow  of 
thy  wings, 

9  From  the  wicked  that  oppress  me,  from  my  deadly  enemies,  who 
compass  me  about. 

10  They  are  inclosed  in  their  own  fat:  with  their  mouth  they  speak 
proydly. 

11  They  have  now  compassed  us  in  our  steps:  they  have  set  their 
eyes  bowing  down  to  the  earth; 
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Wl)t  ilebtttlbtng  of  ttie  temple 

BT  EDWABD  VAN  DABOENT,  A  PAINTER  OF  BBITrAKT, 

BOBN  1824. 

4- 

**Then  rose  up  Zertibbabd and  be^n 

to  bwld  the  house  of  God^'—Esara,  6,  2. 

UNDER  the  lead  of  Jeshua  the  priest,  the  restored 
exiles  started  at  once  to  build  a  temple  somewhat 
similar  to  that  of  Solomon.  They  began,  as  their 
fathers  had  begun,  with  a  religious  ceremony  and  feast  of 
foundation.  "And  when  the  builders  laid  the  foundation 
of  the  temple  of  the  Lord,  thej  set  the  priests  in  thdr 
apparel  with  trumpets"  with  cymbals,  and  with  song. 
As  the  first  huge  stone  was  set  in  place  there  was  a 
great  shout  of  joy;  but  also  there  was  an  outburst  of 
wailing  from  those  old,  old  men  who  had  seen  the  earlier 
temple  in  its  splendor,  and  who  compared  Judah's  present 
feebleness  with  her  former  power. 

Nor  were  they  permitted  to  raise  the  new  Temple  in 
peace.  The  people  of  Samaria,  those  colonists  of  the 
Assyrians,  who  had  gathered  some  vague  imperfect 
knowledge  of  the  Hebrew  faith,  desired  to  aid  the  Jews 
and  unite  with  them  in  both  the  labor  and  the  ownership 
of  the  new  shrine.  To  this  the  Jews  would  not  consent. 
*'Ye  have  nothing  to  do  with  us!**  was  the  cry  of  both 
the  governor  and  the  chief  priest.  So  the  Samarians 
were  angered.  They  appealed  to  the  Persian  court  to 
stop  the  building;  they  accused  the  Jews  of  planning  a 
rebellion;  and  in  every  way  they  delayed  the 
reerection  of  the  temple,  so  that  it 
took  twenty  years  to  finish. 
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PSALM  XVIII — god's  strength  TO  AID  947 

12  Like  as  a  lion  that  is  greedy  of  his  prey,  and  as  it  were  a  young 
lion  lurking  in  secret  places. 

13  Arise,  O  Lord,  disappoint  him,  cast  him  down:  deliver  my 
soul  from  the  wicked,  which  is  thy  sword: 

14  From  men  which  are  thv  hand,  O  Lord,  from  men  of  the  world, 
which  have  their  portion  in  this  life,  and  whose  belly  thou  fillest  with 
thy  hid  treasure:  they  are  full  of  children,  and  leave  the  rest  of  their 
substance  to  their  babes. 

15  As  for  me,  I  will  behold  thy  face  in  righteousness:  I  shall  be 
satisfied,  when  I  awake,  with  thy  likeness. 

David  praiteBi  Ood  for  his  manifold  and  marveUous  blessinga. 

To  the  cbief  Musician.  A  Paalm  of  David,  the  servant  of  the  Lord,  who  spake  unto  the  Lord  the  words  of  this 
Bong  in  the  day  that  the  Lord  delivered  him  from  the  hand  of  all  his  enemies,  and  from  the  hand  of  Saul:  And 
he  said, 

WILL  love  thee,  O  Lord,  my  strength. 

2  The  Lord  is  my  rock,  and  my  fortress,  and  my  deliverer; 

__   my  God,  mv  strength,  in  whom  I  will  trust;  my  buckler,  and 

the  horn  of  my  salvation,,  and  my  high  tower. 

3  I  will  call  upon  the  Lord,  who  is  worthy  to  be  praised:  so  shall 
I  be  saved  from  mine  enemies. 

4  The  sorrows  of  death  compassed  me,  and  the  floods  of  ungodly 
men  made  me  afraid. 

5  The  sorrows  of  helP  compassed  me  about:  the  snares  of  death 
prevented  me. 

6  In  my  distress  I  called  upon  the  Lord,  and  cried  unto  my  God: 
he  heard  my  voice  out  of  his  temple,  and  my  cry  came  before  him, 
even  into  his  ears. 

7  Then  the  earth  shook  and  trembled :  the  foundations  also  of  the 
hills  moved  and  were  shaken,  because  he  was  wroth. 

8  There  went  up  a  smoke  out  of  his  nostrils,  and  fire  out  of  his 
mouth  devoured:  coals  were  kindled  by  it. 

9  He  bowed  the  heavens  also,  and  came  down:  and  darkness  wa^ 
under  his  feet. 

10  And  he  rode  upon  a  cherub,  and  did  fly:  yea,  he  did  fly  upon 
the  wings  of  the  wind. 

11  He  made  darkness  his  secret  place;  his  pavilion  round  about 
him  were  dark  waters  and  thick  clouds  of  the  skies. 

12  At  the  brightness  that  was  before  him  his  thick  clouds  passed^ 
hail  stones  and  coals  of  fire. 

13  The  Lord  also  thundered  in  the  heavens,  and  the  Highest  gave 
his  voice;  hail  stones  and  coals  of  fire. 

14  Yea,  he  sent  out  his  arrows,  and  scattered  them;  and  he  shot  out 
lightnings,  and  discomfited  them. 

>The  Revised  Yezsioii  always  retains  the  Hebrew  word  **sbeoI,'*  the  nether  world,  Hades. 


948  psAUd  XVIII — god's  blessed  gifts 

15  Then  the  channels  of  waters  were  seen,  and  the  foundations  of 
the  world  were  discovered  at  thy  rebuke,  O  Lord,  at  the  blast  of  the 
breath  of  thy  nostrils. 

16  He  sent  from  above,  he  took  me,  he  drew  me  out  of  many  waters. 

17  He  delivered  me  from  my  strong  enemy,  and  from  them  which 
hated  me:  for  they  were  too  strong  for  me. 

18  They  prevented  me  in  the  day  of  my  calamity:  but  the  Lord 
was  my  stay. 

19  He  brought  me  forth  also  into  a  large  place;  he  delivered  me, 
because  he  delighted  in  me. 

20  The  Lord  rewarded  me  according  to  my  righteousness ;  accord- 
ing to  the  cleanness  of  my  hands  hath  he  recompensed  me. 

21  For  I  have  kept  the  ways  of  the  Lord,  and  have  not  wickedly 
departed  from  my  (Jod. 

22  For  all  his  judgments  were  before  me,  and  I  did  not  put  away 
his  statutes  from  me. 

23  I  was  also  upright  before  him,  and  I  kept  myself  from  mine 
iniquity. 

24  Therefore  hath  the  Lord  recompensed  me  according  to  my 
righteousness,  according  to  the  cleanness  of  my  hands  in  his  eyesight. 

25  With  the  merciful  thou  wilt  shew  thyself  merciful ;  with  an  up- 
right man  thou  wilt  shew  thyself  upright; 

26  With  the  pure  thou  wilt  shew  thyself  pure;  and  with  the  froward 
thou  wilt  shew  thyself  froward. 

27  For  thou  wilt  save  the  afflicted  people;  but  wilt  bring  down 
high  looks. 

28  For  thou  wilt  light  my  candle :  the  Lord  my  God  will  enlighten 
my  darkness. 

29  For  by  thee  I  have  run  through  a  troop;  and  by  my  God  have 
I  leaped  over  a  wall. 

SO  As  for  God,  his  way  is  perfect:  the  word  of  the  Lord  is  tried: 
he  t^  a  buckler  to  all  those  that  trust  in  him. 

31  For  who  is  God  save  the  Lord?  or  who  is  a  rock  save  our 
God.? 

32  It  is  God  that  girdeth  me  with  strength,  and  maketh  my  way 
perfect. 

33  He  maketh  my  feet  like  hinds'  feety  and  setteth  me  upon  my 
high  places. 

34  He  teacheth  my  hands  to  war,  so  that  a  bow  of  steel  is  broken 
by  mine  arms. 

35  Thou  hast  also  given  me  the  shield  of  thy  salvation:  and  thy 
right  hand  hath  holden  me  up,  and  thy  gentleness  hath  made  me  great. 

36  Thou  hast  enlarged  my  steps  under  me,  that  my  feet  did  not  slip. 

37  I  have  pursued  mine  enemies,  and  overtaken  them;  neither  did 
I  turn  again  till  they  were  consumed. 
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"And  I,  evm  I,  Arkucerxa  tKe  Jang,  do  Moi*  a  iaerm 

to  aHilu  lnaMrera:'—Exra,  7,  SI. 

NOW  cornea  into  the  story,  Eera,  Ac  reputed  writer 
of  tlie  boadc  of  Ecnt.  Some  ^gfaty  jemn  after 
that  first  return  of  the  Jewa  to  Jerusalem,  it 
happened  that  among  the  Hebrews  still  dwelling  in 
Babylon  there  was  one  Esra,  a  priest  and  descendant  of 
Aaron.  Ezra  was  a  "retidy  scribe,"  high  in  favor  with 
the  Persian  monarch  Artaxerxea,  and  Eera  made  petition 
to  his  sovereign  that  be  might  be  permitted  to  do  as  Zerub- 
babd  had  done,  lead  another  caravan  of  the  Hebrews,  all 
who  wished  to  go,  back  to  their  ancient  homes.  So 
Artaxenea  proclaimed  a  decree  such  as  Eera  wished. 
Moreover  the  king  bestowed  on  Ezra  a  great  st*»«  of 
wealth  to  be  used  in  decorating  the  temple  of  God;  and 
the  canvan  departed. 

No  soldien  accompanied  the  Jews  on  this  perilous 
journey;  for  Eaa  had  declared  to  the  king  that  tbey  had 
no  fear;  that  thdr  God  would  protect  them.  The  deserta 
were  filled  with  brigands,  and  the  vast  wealth  which  the 
caravan  bore  was  widely  known;  yet  they  set  out  unguarded. 
And  their  God  brought  them  through  every  peril  in  safe^ 
to  Jerusalem. 
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38  I  have  wounded  them  that  they  were  not  able  to  rise:  they  are 
fallen  under  my  feet. 

S9  For  thou  hast  girded  me  with  strength  unto  the  battle:  thou 
hast  subdued  under  me  those  that  rose  up  against  me. 

40  Thou  hast  also  given  me  the  necks  of  mine  enemies;  that  I 
might  destroy  them  that  hate  me. 

41  They  cried,  but  there  was  none  to  save  thefa:  even  unto  the 
Lord,  but  he  answered  them  not. 

42  Then  did  I  beat  them  small  as  the  dust  before  the  wind:  I  did 
cast  them  out  as  the  dirt  in  the  streets. 

43  Thou  hast  delivered  me  from  the  strivings  of  the  people;  and 
thou  hast  made  me  the  head  of  the  heathen:  a  people  whom  I  have 
not  known  shall  serve  me. 

44  As  soon  as  thev  hear  of  me,  they  shall  obey  me:  the  strangers 
shall  submit  themselves  unto  me. 

45  The  strangers  shall  fade  away,  and  be  afraid  out  of  their  close 
places. 

46  The  Lord  liveth;  and  blessed  he  my  rock;  and  let  the  God  of 
my  salvation  be  exalted. 

47  It  is  God  that  avengeth  me,  and  subdueth  the  people  unto  me. 

48  He  delivereth  me  from  mine  enemies:  yea,  thou  liftest  me  up 
above  those  that  rise  up  against  me:  thou  hast  delivered  me  from  the 
violent  man. 

49  Therefore  will  I  give  thanks  unto  thee,  O  Lord,  among  the 
heathen,  and  sing  praises  unto  thy  name. 

50  Great  deliverance  giveth  he  to  his  king;  and  sheweth  mercy  to 
his  anointed,  to  David,  and  to  his  seed  for  evermore. 

1  The  creaturtM  tiiew  OotTa  glory:  7  the  ward  shews  hU  grace.    12  David  prayelh  for  fjraee. 
To  the  chief  Musician,  A  Faalm  of  David. 

HE  heavens  declare  the  glory  of  God;  and  the  firmament 
sheweth  his  handywork. 

2  Day  unto  day  uttereth  speech,  and  night  unto  night 
sheweth  knowledge. 

3  There  is  no  speech  nor  language,  where  their  voice  is  not  heard. 

4  Their  line  is  gone  out  through  all  the  earth,  and  their  words  to 
the  end  of  the  world.  In  them  hath  he  set  a  tabernacle  for  the 
sun, 

.    5  Which  1^  as  a  bridegroom  coming  out  of  his  chamber,  and  re- 
joiceth  as  a  strong  man  to  run  a  race. 

6  His  going  forth  is  from  the  end  of  the  heaven,  and  his  circuit  unto 
the  ends  of  it:  and  there  is  nothing  hid  from  the  heat  thereof. 

7  The  law  of  the  Lord  is  perfect,  converting  the  soul:  the  testi- 
mony of  the  Lord  is  sure,  making  wise  the  simple. 
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8  The  statutes  of  the  Lord  are  right,  rejoicing  the  heart:  the 
commandment  of  the  Lord  is  pure,  eimghtemng  the  eyes. 

9  The  fear  of  the  Lord  is  clean,  enduring  for  ever:  the  judgments  of 
the  Lord  are  true  and  righteous  altogether. 

10  More  to  be  desired  are  they  than  gold,  yea,  than  much  fine 
gold:  sweeter  also  than  honey  and  the  honeycomb. 

11  Moreoyer  by  them  is  thy  servant  warned:  and  in  keeping  of 
them  there  is  great  reward. 

12  Who  can  understand  his  errors  ?  cleanse  thou  me  from  secret 
favUs. 

13  Keep  back  thy  servant  also  from  presumptuous  sins;  let  them 
not  have  dominion  over  me :  then  shall  I  be  upright,  and  I  shall  be 
innocent  from  the  great  transgression. 

14  Let  the  words  of  my  mouth,  and  the  meditation  of  my  heart, 
be  acceptable  in  thy  sight,  O  Lord,  my  strength,  and  my  redeemer. 

^iBialm  20 

1  The  (hurth  Ueudh  Vke  ting  in  hit  ezplniU.    7  Her  confidence  in  God't  tuecour. 
To  the  chief  Musidan,  A  FSalm  of  David. 


HE  Lord  hear  thee  in  the  day  of  trouble;  the  name  of  the 
God  of  Jacob  defend  thee; 

2  Send  thee  help  from  the  sanctuary,  and  strengthen  thee 
out  of  Zion; 

3  Remember   all   thy  offerings,  and    accept  thy  burnt    sacrifice; 

Selah. 

4  Grant  thee  according  to  thine  own  heart,  and  fulfil  all  thy  counsel. 

5  We  will  rejoice  in  thy  salvation,  and  in  the  name  of  our  God 
we  will  set  up  our  banners:  the  Lord  fulfil  all  thy  petitions. 

6  Now  know  I  that  the  Lord  saveth  his  anointed;  ne  will  hear  him 
from  his  holy  heaven  with  the  saving  strength  of  his  right  hand. 

7  Some  trust  in  chariots,  and  some  in  horses :  but  we  will  remember 
the  name  of  the  Lord  our  God. 

8  They  are  brought  down  and  fallen:  but  we  are  risen,  and  stand 
upright. 

9  Save,  Lord:  let  the  king  hear  us  when  we  call. 

1  A  thankagiving  for  vidory.    7  Confidence  of  further  ntccess. 
To  the  chief  Musidan,  A  nalm  of  David. 

HE  king  shall  joy  in  thy  strength,  O  Lord;  and  in  thy  salva- 
tion how  greatly  shall  he  rejoice! 

2  Thou  hast  given  him  his  heart's  desire,  and  hast  not 

withholden  the  request  of  his  lips.     Selah. 

3  For  thou  preventest  him  with  the  blessings  of  goodness;  thou 
settest  a  crown  of  pure  gold  on  his  head. 
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BY  O.  EUSET,  A  IBXNCH  ENGBATEB  OF  THE 


"Now  when  Eara  had  prayed^  and  when  he  had  eon" 
feeeedf  weeping  and  casting  hiaiM^  down  hrfore  the  house 
of  Ood,  there  aseemkled  unto  him  out  oflsrad  a  very  great 
eongregatium**^^Esray  10,  i. 

DEEP  was  Esra's  despdr  when  on  airiving  within 
the  walls  of  Jerusalem,  after  his  desperate  jour- 
nejr  he  discovered  the  oondition  ol  affairs  existing 
there.  He  had  dreamed  of  finding  a  pure  religious  com- 
munity which  had  resurrected  in  its  full  beauty  the  ancient 
religion  of  Moses.  Instead  he  discovered  that  the  people, 
in  their  feebleness  and  fear,  had  united  with  the  strange 
races  by  which  they  were  surrounded,  and  adopted  many 
of  the  evil  customs  of  the  idolaters.  Most  reprehensible 
of  all  in  Ezra's  eyes  was  the  fact  that  many  of  the  Hebrews 
had  taken  wives  from  the  idolatrous  races.  To  just  such  al- 
liances could  be  traced  so  much  of  their  ancestoia'  de- 
generation. 

Ezra  wept  and  rent  his  garments,  *'and  sat  down 
astonied.*'  Then  he  prayed,  and  preached  to  the  people, 
and  cast  himself  down  in  grief.  A  vast  assembly  of  the 
people  gathered  round  him;  they  became  terrified  at 
thought  of  their  sin,  and  entreated  Ezra  to  aid  them. 
They  promised  to  put  away  their  foreign  wives,  and  so  at 
length  Ezra  allowed  himself  to  be  raised  from  his  podtion 
of  despair.  A  solenm  court  was  held  in  which  the  divorces 
were  arranged.  Thus  the  congregation  of  Israd  onoe 
more  dwelt  alone  by  themselves,  isolated  amid 
the  nations  that  surrounded  them. 
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4  He  asked  life  of  thee,  and  thou  gavest  it  him,  even  length  of  days 
for  ever  and  ever. 

5  His  glory  is  great  in  thy  salvation:  honour  and  majesty  hast 
thou  laid  upon  him. 

6  For  thou  hast  made  him  most  blessed  for  ever:  thou  hast  made 
him  exceeding  glad  with  thy  countenance. 

7  For  the  Bng  trusteth  in  the  Lord,  and  through  the  mercy  of  the 
most  High  he  shall  not  be  moved. 

8  Thine  hand  shall  find  out  all  thine  enemies :  thy  right  hand  shall 
find  out  those  that  hate  thee. 

9  Thou  shalt  make  them  as  a  fiery  oven  in  the  time  of  thine  anger: 
the  Lord  shall  swallow  them  up  in  ms  wrath,  and  the  fire  shall  devour 
them. 

10  Their  fruit  shalt  thou  destroy  from  the  earth,  and  their  seed 
from  among  the  children  of  men. 

11  For  they  intended  evil  against  thee:  they  imagined  a  mis- 
chievous device,  which  they  are  not  able  to  perform. 

12  Therefore  shalt  thou  make  them  turn  their  back,  when  thou 
shalt  make  ready  thine  arrows  upon  thy  strings  against  the  face  of  them. 

13  Be  thou  exalted.  Lord,  m  thine  own  strength:  so  will  we  sing 
and  praise  thy  power. 

$fi!alm  22 

1  David  eompUrindh  in  great  diacouragemerU.    9  He  praveUi  in  great  ditbreee.    23  He  praieeth  Ood. 
To  the  chief  Muaician  upon  Aljeleth  Shahar.i  A  Psalm  of  David. 

Y  God,  my  God,  why  hast  thou  forsaken  me?  why  art  thou 
so  far  from  helping  me,  and  from  the  words  of  my  roaring? 
2  O  my  God,  1  cry  in  the  daytime,  but  thou  hearest  not; 
and  in  the  night  season,  and  am  not  silent. 

3  But  thou  art  holy,  0  thou  that  inhabitest  the  praises  of  Israel. 

4  Our  fathers  trusted  in  thee;  they  trusted,  and  thou  didst  deliver 
them. 

5  They  cried  unto  thee,  and  were  delivered:  they  trusted  in  thee, 
and  were  not  confounded. 

6  But  I  am  a  worm,  and  no  man;  a  reproach  of  men,  and  despised 
of  the  people. 

7  All  they  that  see  me  laugh  me  to  scorn:  they  shoot  out  the  lip, 
they  shake  the  head,  saying, 

8  He  trusted  on  the  Lord  thai  he  would  deliver  him:  let  him 
deliver  him,  seeing  he  delighted  in  him. 

9  But  thou  art  lie  that  took  me  out  of  the  womb:  thou  didst  make 
me  hope  when  I  was  upon  my  mother's  breasts. 

10  1  was  cast  upon  thee  from  the  womb:  thou  art  my  God  from 
my  mother's  belly. 

'Aijeieth  Shahar  la  literally  "the  hind  of  the  morning." 
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11  Be  not  far  from  me;  for  trouble  is  near;  for  there  is  none  to 
help, 

12  Many  bulls  have  compassed  me:  strong  bulls  of  Bashan  have 
beset  me  round. 

13  They  gaped  upon  me  vnth  their  mouths,  as  a  ravening  and  a 
roaring  lion. 

14  I  am  poured  out  Uke  water,  and  all  my  bones  are  out  of  joint: 
my  heart  is  like  wax;  it  is  melted  in  the  midst  of  my  bowels. 

15  My  strength  is  dried  up  like  a  potsherd;  and  my  tongue  cleaveth 
to  my  jaws;  and  thou  hast  brought  me  into  the  dust  of  death. 

16  For  dogs  have  compassed  me:  the  assembly  of  the  wicked  have 
inclosed  me:  they  pierced  my  hands  and  my  feet. 

17  I  may  tell  all  my  bones:  they  look  and  stare  u[K>n  me. 

18  They  part  my  garments  among  them,  and  cast  lots  upon  my 
vesture. 

19  But  be  not  thou  far  from  me,  O  Lord:  O  my  strength,  haste 
thee  to  help  me. 

20  Deliver  my  soul  from  the  sword ;  my  darling  from  the  power  of  the 
dog. 

21  Save  me  from  the  lion's  mouth:  for  thou  hast  heard  me  from 
the  horns  of  the  unicorns. 

22  I  will  declare  thy  name  unto  my  brethren:  in  the  midst  of  the 
congregation  will  I  praise  thee. 

23  Ye  that  fear  the  Lord,  praise  him;  all  ye  the  seed  of  Jacob, 
glorify  him;  and  fear  him,  all  ye  the  seed  of  Israel. 

24  For  he  hath  not  despised  nor  abhorred  the  affliction  of  the 
afflicted;  neither  hath  he  hid  his  face  from  him;  but  when  he  cried 
unto  him,  he  heard. 

25  My  praise  shall  be  of  thee  in  the  great  congregation:  I  will  pay 
my  vows  before  them  that  fear  him. 

26  The  meek  shall  eat  and  be  satisfied:  they  shall  praise  the  Lord 
that  seek  him :  your  heart  shall  live  for  ever. 

27  All  the  ends  of  the  world  shall  remember  and  turn  unto  the 
Lord:  and  all  the  kindreds  of  the  nations  shall  worship  before 
thee. 

28  For  the  kingdom  is  the  Lord's:  and  he  is  the  governor  among 
the  nations. 

29  All  they  that  be  fat  upon  earth  shall  eat  and  worship:  all  they 
that  go  down  to  the  dust  snail  bow  before  him;  and  none  can  keep 
alive  nis  own  soul. 

30  A  seed  shall  serve  him;  it  shall  be  accounted  to  the  Lord  for  a 
generation. 

31  They  shall  come,  and  shall  declare  his  righteousness  unto  a 
people  that  shall  be  bom,  that  he  hath  done  this. 
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^^Wherefon  the  king  said  unto  me^  Why  %$  thy  counU- 
nance  aadr^Neh.,  2,  2, 

EZRA  had  established  in  the  downtrodden  Jews  a 
stronger  moral  fiber;  material  strength  was  to  be 
restored  to  the  nation  from  another  source.  Of 
this  we  are  told  in  the  book  of  Nehemiah.  Nehemiah 
lived  at  the  same  time  as  Ezra,  and  like  him  he  was  a 
Hebrew,  serving  King  Artaxenes.  He  had  risen  to 
what  was  accounted  a  very  high  position,  that  of  cup- 
bearer to  the  king.  In  this  rank  he  was  waiting  upon 
Artaxerxes  in  the  latter's  Persian  capital  of  Shushan  or 
Susa,  when  a  wandeter  from  Jerusalem  told  the  cup- 
bearer of  the  miserable  state  of  the  people  in  Jerusalcai« 
defenseless  and  trembling  in  the  midst  of  savage  neighbors. 
So  much  did  the  sufferings  of  his  countrymen  weigh 
upon  Nehemiah  that  he  grew  thin  and  wan.  The  king 
noticing  his  gloom,  questioned  him  as  to  the  cause.  Then 
Nehemiah  told  of  Jerusalem's  sad  plight  and  entreated 
to  be  permitted  to  rebuild  the  cit/s  walls  and  restore  its 
strengtii.  Perhaps  Artaxerxes  thought  a  frontier  fortress 
might  be  useful  against  Egypt  or  against  the  Gneks,  who 
had  defeated  the  Persians  at  Biarathon  and  Salamis. 
It  is  often  by  earthly  thou^ts  that  men's  minds  are 
swayed  to  harmony  with  the  purposes  of  God.  Artar 
xerxes  appointed  his  cupbearer  governor  of  Jerusalem 
with  orders  to  rebuilt  the  city  walls. 
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David's  confidence  in  God*9  grocfi. 
A  Psalm  o(  David. 


^isalm  23 


IkZ:^ 


HE  Lord  is  my  shepherd;  I  shall  not  want. 

2  He  maketh  me  to  lie  down  in  green  pastures;  he  leadeth 
me  beside  the  still  waters. 
3-  He  restoreth  my  soul:  he  leadeth  me  in  the  paths  of  righteous- 
ness for  his  name's  sake. 

4  Yea,  though  I  walk  through  the  valley  of  the  shadow  of  death, 
I  will  fear  no  evil:  for  thou  art  with  me;  thy  rod  and  thy  staff  they 
comfort  me. 

5  Thou  preparest  a  table  before  me  in  the  presence  of  mine  enemies : 
thou  anointest  my  head  with  oil;  my  cup  runneth  over. 

6  Surely  goodness  and  mercy  shall  follow  me  all  the  days  of  my 
life :  and  1  will  dwell  in  the  house  of  the  Lord  for  ever. 

$s(alm  24 

1  (rocfs  lordtkip  in  the  world,    3  The  cUizene  in  his  spiritual  kingdom,    7  An  exhortation  to  receive  him. 
A  Ftelm  of  David. 

HE  earth  is  the  Lord's,  and  the  fulness  thereof;  the  world, 
and  they  that  dwell  therein. 

2  For  he  hath  founded  it  upon  the  seas,  and  established 
it  upon  the  floods. 

3  Who  shall  ascend  into  the  hill  of  the  Lord  ?  or  who  shall  stand 
in  his  holv  place  ? 

4  He  tnat  hath  clean  hands,  and  a  pure  heart;  who  hath  not  lifted 
up  his  soul  unto  vanity,  nor  sworn  deceitfully. 

5  He  shall  receive  the  blessing  from  the  Lord,  and  righteousness 
from  the  God  of  his  salvation. 

6  This  is  the  generation  of  them  that  seek  him,  that  seek  thy  face, 
O  Jacob.     Selah. 

7  Lift  up  your  heads,  O  ye  gates;  and  be  lift  up,  ye  everlasting 
doors;  and  the  King  of  glory  shall  come  in. 

8  Who  is  this  Kmg  of  glory  ?  The  Lord  strong  and  mighty,  the 
Lord  mighty  in  battle. 

9  Lift  up  your  heads,  O  ye  gates;  even  lift  them  up,  ye  everlasting 
doors;  and  the  King  of  glory  shall  come  in. 

10  Who  is  this  lung  of  glory  ?  The  Lord  of  hosts,  he  is  the  King 
of  glory.    Selah. 

$s(alm  25 

1  David's  confidence  in  prayer.    7  He  prayeth  for  remission  of  sins,  16  and  for  help  in  affUetCon. 
A  Psalm  of  David,  i 

NTO  thee,  O  Lord,  do  I  lift  up  my  soul. 

2  O  my  God,  I  trust  in  thee:  let  me  not  be  ashamed,  let 
not  mine  enemies  triumph  over  me. 


'This  is  the  first  of  the  alphabetical  or  acrostic  Psalms,  poems  In  which  the  initial  letters  of  the  lineg 
make  up  the  Hebrew  aljihabet,  each  letter  followiiig  in  its  proper  order. 


954  PSALM  XX\" — A  PRAYER  FOR  FORGIVENESS 

3  Yea,  let  none  that  wait  on  thee  be  ashamed :  let  them  be  ashamed 
which  transgress  without  cause. 

4  Shew  me  thy  ways,  O  Lord  ;  teach  me  thy  paths. 

5  Lead  me  in  thy  truth,  and  teach  me:  for  thou  art  the  God  of 
my  salvation;  on  thee  do  I  wait  all  the  day. 

6  Remember,  O  Lord,  thy  tender  mercies  and  thy  loving  kind* 
ness;  for  they  have  been  ever  of  old. 

7  Remember  not  the  sins  of  my  youth,  nor  my  transgressions: 
according  to  thy  mercy  remember  thou  me  for  thy  goodness'  sake» 
O  Lord. 

8  Good  and  upright  is  the  Lord:  therefore  will  he  teach  sinners 
in  the  way. 

9  The  meek  will  he  guide  in  judgment:  and  the  meek  will  he  teach 
his  wav. 

10  AH  the  paths  of  the  Lord  are  mercy  and  truth  unto  such  as 
keep  his  covenant  and  his  testimonies. 

11  For  thy  name's  sake,  O  Lord,  pardon  mine  iniquity;  for  it 
is  great. 

12  What  man  is  he  that  feareth  the  Lord?  him  shall  he  teach 
in  the  way  that  he  shall  choose. 

13  His  soul  shall  dwell  at  ease;  and  his  seed  shall  inherit  the 
earth. 

.    14  The  secret  of  the  Lord  is  with  them  that  fear  him;  and  he  will 
shew  them  his  covenant. 

15  Mine  eyes  are  ever  toward  the  Lord;  for  he  shall  pluck  my 
feet  out  of  the  net. 

16  Turn  thee  unto  me,  and  have  mercy  upon  me;  for  I  am  desolate 
and  afflicted. 

17  The  troubles  of  my  heart  are  enlarged:  O  bring  thou  me  out 
of  my  distresses. 

18  Look  upon  mine  affliction  and  my  pain;  and  forgive  all  my  sins. 

19  Consider  mine  enemies;  for  they  are  many;  and  they  hate  me 
with  cruel  hatred. 

20  O  keep  my  soul,  and  deliver  me:  let  me  not  be  ashamed;  for  I 
put  my  trust  in  thee. 

21  Let  integrity  and  iiprightness  preserve  me;  for  I  wait  on  thee, 

22  Redeem  Israel,  O  God,  out  of  all  his  troubles. 

^altn  26 

David  TtdorHh  unto  Ood  in  eonftdenee  of  hU  iniegrity, 
A  Piolm  of  David. 

UDGE  me,  O  Lord;  for  I  have  walked  in  mine  integrity: 
I  have  trusted  also  in  the  Lord;  therefore  I  shall  not  slide. 
2  Examine  me,  O  Lord,  and  prove  me;  try  my  reins  and 


my  heart. 
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FBOM  THC  8ERIEB   BY  OUSTAVX   DOSi. 

4* 

**  Then  went  I  up  in  the  nighi  by  (he  brooks  and  vietoed 
As  waUr—Neh,,  »,  15. 

AS  FIRST  Zenibbabel  the  deMmdant  of  Thmd 
had  letumed  with  his  oountrymen  to  Judah.  then 
Ezra  the  priest  and  his  rich  caravan,  so  now  there 
•ame  Nehemiah,  wealthy,  high  in  rank,  aoQompanied  by 
acddiers,  and  aimed  with  a  royal  decree  which  commanded 
all  men  to  aid  him  in  making  Jerusalem  once  mote  a 
mighty  fortress.  Nehemiah  was  strong  and  bold,  but 
he  was  also  wise  and  subtle.  He  realized  that  the  neigh* 
bors  of  the  Jews,  the  Moabites  and  Ammonites,  the  Phfl- 
istines  and  Samarians,  would  oppose  with  all  their  might 
this  restoration  of  the  power  of  their  andent  enemies;  and 
he  knew  that  even  the  king^s  commands  might  not  prove 
onmipotent,  at  so  many  himdred  miles  from  his  capitaL 
Hence  Nehemiah  did  not  proclaim  his  missicML  He  ar- 
rived quietly  in  Jerusalem  with  his  escort,  and  abode  in 
peace  for  three  days.  Then,  desiring  to  examine  the  con- 
dition of  the  ruined  walls,  he  went  out  secretly  by  night, 
his  attendants  following  on  foot  behind  him,  and  made 
the  circuit  of  the  ruins  in  mournful  silence  beneath  the 
moonlight 

To  defend  the  city  in  that  condition  seemed  impossible. 
Yet  the  resolute  Nehemiah  was  not  depressed.  He  sum- 
moned all  the  head  men  of  the  Jews,  tc^d  them  d  his  mis- 
sion, and  urged  them  to  join  him  and  begin  building  all 
at  once  on  every  portion  of  the  walls.  He  hoped  that  thus 
the  woriL  might  be  finished  before  theii 
could  stop  it  or  attadc  them. 
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3  For  thy  lovingkindness  is  before  mine  eyes:  and  I  have  walked 
in  thy  truth. 

4  I  have  not  sat  with  vain  persons,  neither  will  I  go  in  with  dis- 
semblers. 

5  I  have  hated  the  congregation  of  evildoers;  and  will  not  sit  with 
the  wicked. 

6  I  will  wash  mine  hands  in  innocency:  so  will  I  compass  thine 
altar,  O  Lord: 

7  That  I  may  publish  with  the  voice  of  thanksgiving,  and  tell  of 
all  thy  wondrous  works. 

8  Lord,  I  have  loved  the  habitation  of  thy  house,  and  the  place 
where  thine  honour  dwelleth. 

9  Gather  not  my  soul  with  sinners,  nor  my  life  with  bloody  men: 

10  In  whose  hands  is  mischief,  and  their,  right  hand  is  full  of  bribes. 

11  But  as  for  me,  I  will  walk  in  mine  integrity:  redeem  me,  and 
be  merciful  unto  me. 

12  My  foot  standeth  in  an  even  place:  in  the  congregation  will  I 
bless  the  Lord. 

^sialm  27 

1  David  tutiaineth  his  faiih  by  the  power  of  Ood,  4  hy  his  love  to  the  aenrice  of  Ood^  9  by  prayer. 
A  Pmdm  of  David. 


t'A^jj 


HE  Lord  is  my  light  and  my  salvation;  whom  shall  I  fear? 
the  Lord  is  the  strength  of  my  life;  of  whom  shall  I  be  afraid  ? 
2  When   the   wicked,   even   mine   enemies   and   my   foes, 
came  upon  me  to  eat  up  my  flesh,  they  stumbled  and  fell. 

3  Though  an  host  should  encamp  against  me,  my  heart  shall  not 
fear:  though  war  should  rise  against  me,  in  this  will  I  he  confident. 

4  One  thing  have  I  desired  of  the  Lord,  that  will  I  seek  after; 
that  I  may  dwell  in  the  house  of  the  Lord  all  the  days  of  my  life,  to 
behold  the  beauty  of  the  Lord,  and  to  inquire  in  his  temple. 

5  For  in  the  time  of  trouble  he  shall  nide  me  in  his  pavilion:  in 
the  secret  of  his  tabernacle  shall  he  hide  me;  he  shall, set  me  up  upon 
a  rock. 

6  And  now  shall  mine  head  be  lifted  up  above  mine  enemies  round 
about  me:  therefore  will  I  offer  in  his  tabernacle  sacrifices  of  joy; 
I  will  sing,  yea,  I  will  sing  praises  unto  the  Lord. 

7  Hear,  O  Lord,  when  I  cry  with  my  voice:  have  mercy  also  upon 
me,  and  answer  me. 

8  When  thou  saidst.  Seek  ye  my  face;  my  heart  said  unto  thee. 
Thy  face.  Lord,  will  I  seek. 

9  Hide  not  thy  face  far  from  me;  put  not  thy  servant  away  in 
anger:  thou  hast  been  my  help;  leave  me  not,  neither  forsake  me, 
O  God  of  my  salvation. 

10  When  my  father  and  my  mother  forsake  me,  then  the  Lord 
will  take  me  up. 


956  PSALM  XXVIII — ^UNTO  THEE  WILL  I  CRT 

11  Teach  me  thy  way,  O  Lord,  and  lead  me  in  a  plain  path, 
because  of  mine  enemies. 

12  Deliver  me  not  over  unto  the  will  of  mine  enemies:  for  false 
witnesses  are  risen  up  against  me,  and  such  as  breathe  out  cruelty. 

13  /  had  fainted^  unless  I  had  believed  to  see  the  goodness  of  the 
Lord  in  the  land  of  the  living. 

14  Wait  on  the  Lord:  be  of  good  courage,  and  he  shall  strengthen 
thine  heart :  wait,  I  say,  on  the  Lord. 

$s;alm  28 

1  David  prayeOi  eamedty  againd  his  enemies.    6  Be  Ueseeih  Ocd.    9  He  proyeA  far  the  people. 
A  Paaim  of  David. 

NTO  thee  will  I  cry,  O  Lord  my  rock;  be  not  silent  to  me: 
lest,  if  thou  be  silent  to  me,  I  become  like  them  that  go  down 
into  the  pit. 

2  Hear  the  voice  of  my  supplications,  when  I  cry  unto  thee,  when 
I  lift  up  my  hands  toward  thy  noly  oracle. 

3  Draw  me  not  away  with  the  wicked,  and  with  the  workers  of 
iniquity,  which  speak  peace  to  their  neighbors,  but  mischief  is  in  their 
hearts. 

4  Give  them  according  to  their  deeds,  and  according  to  the  wicked- 
ness of  their  endeavours:  give  them  after  the  work  of  their  hands: 
render  to  them  their  desert. 

5  Because  they  regard  not  the  works  of  the  Lord,  noi-  the  opera- 
tion of  his  hands,  he  shall  destroy  them,  and  not  build  them  up. 

6  Blessed  be  the  Lord,  because  he  hath  heard  the  voice  of  my  sup- 
plications. 

7  The  Lord  is  my  strength  and  my  shield;  my  heart  trusted  in 
him,  and  I  am  helped:  therefore  my  heart  greatly  rejoiceth;  and  with 
my  song  will  I  praise  him. 

8  The  Lord  is  their  strength,  and  he  is  the  saving  strength  of  his 
anointed. 

9  Save  thy  people  and  uless  thine  inheritance:  feed  them  also,  and 
lift  them  up  for  ever. 

^ssalm  29 

1  David  exhortetti  prinevm  Co  give  ffUiry  to  Ood,  3  by  reaeon  of  his  power,  11  arjd  proiecUon  of  his  people. 
A  PBftlm  of  Dav)d. 

jIVE  unto  the  Lord,  O  ye  mighty,  give  imto  the  Lord  glory 
and  strength. 

2  Give  unto  the  Lord  the  glory  due  unto  his  name;  wor- 
ship the  Lord  in  the  beauty  of  holiness. 

3  The  voice  of  the  Lord  is  upon  the  waters:  the  God  of  glory 
thundereth :  the  Lord  is  upon  many  waters. 

4  The  voice  of  the  Lord  is  powerful :  the  voice  of  the  Lord  is  full 
of  majesty. 
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BT  J06EPH  TON  rtalUCH.      FBOM  THB  ALBEBUNA 

OAIXEBT,  VIENNA. 

4* 
**For  the  hmlders  every  one  had  hie  noord  girded  by  ki» 
side^  and  eo  huUded:  and  he  that  eounded  the  trum^  woe 
by  me:*—Neh.^  J^  18. 

NEHEMIAH  had  judged  rightly  as  to  the  tremen- 
dous oppoBition  all  Judah's  neighbma  would 
make  to  the  rebuildiiig  off  the  walls.  As  soon 
as  his  plans  were  known,  there  arose  an  outcry  on  every 
side,  that  he  was  rebdling  against  Artazeixes,  and  that  all 
good  subjects  must  stop  him.  Nehemiah  published  his 
special  commission  from  the  king;  but  this,  while  it  ham- 
pered the  actions  of  his  enemies,  did  not  lessen  their  anger. 
They  plotted  to  attack  Jerusalem  by  surprise.  From 
every  side  came  threats,  and  also  whispered  warnings 
of  the  deadly  purpose  of  these  enemies.  Instead  of  halt- 
ing, Nehemiah  hurried  his  people  onward.  The  builders 
were  exhausted;  they  cried  out  that  the  labor  was  too 
great,  that  their  strength  was  decayed,  that  "we  are  not 
able  to  buiki  the  wall." 

Yet  Ndiemiah  drove  them  on.  All  other  work  was 
abandoned,  and  all  Jerusalem  toiled  upon  the  defenses. 
Even  women  and  children  lent  their  aid.  One-half  the 
nation  laU»ed,  while  the  other  half  stood  guard.  Night 
and  day  they  worked  and  watched  by  turn.  No  man 
put  off  his  clothes,  until,  before  their  enemies  could  act,  the 
wall  was  over  half  way  up  and  the  city  was  safe  from  au^t 
but  a  regular  siege.  In  fifty-two  days  was  the  great  wall 
built.  Then  the  surrounding  nations  aban- 
doned their  plan  of  attack.  Nehe- 
miah had  conquered. 
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5  The  voice  of  the  Lord  breaketh  the  cedars;  yea,  the  Lord 
breaketh  the  cedars  of  Lebanon. 

6  He  maketh  them  also  to  skip  like  a  calf;  Lebanon  and  Sirion 
like  a  young  unicorn. 

7  The  voice  of  the  Lord  divideth  the  flames  of  fire. 

8  The  voice  of  the  Lord  shaketh  the  wilderness;  the  Lord  shak- 
eth  the  wilderness  of  Kadesh. 

9  The  voice  of  the  Lord  maketh  the  hinds  to  calve,  and  discov- 
ereth  the  forests :  and  in  his  temple  doth  every  one  speak  of  his  glory. 

10  The  Lord  sitteth  upon  the  flood;  yea,  the  Lord  sitteth  IQng 
for  ever. 

11  The  Lord  will  give  strength  unto  his  people;  the  Lord  will 
bless  his  people  wdth  peace. 

$sialm  30 

1  David  praiseth  God  for  his  deliverance.     4  He  exhorieth  olhera  to  praise  him  by  example  of  God's  dealing  with  Mm. 
A  Ptelm  and  Song  at  tbe  dedication  of  the  bouse  of  David: 


mim 


WILL  extol  thee,  O  Lord;   for  thou  hast  lifted  me  up,  and 
hast  not  made  my  foes  to  rejoice  over  me. 
2  O  Lord  my   God,  I  cried  unto  thee,  and  thou  hast 
healed  me. 

3  O  Lord,  thou  hast  brought  up  my  soul  from  the  grave:  thou 
hast  kept  me  alive,  that  I  should  not  go  down  to  the  pit. 

4  Sing  unto  the  Lord,  O  ye  saints  of  his,  and  give  thanks  at  the 
remembrance  of  his  holiness. 

5  For  his  anger  endureth  but  a  moment;  in  his  favour  is  life:  weep- 
ing may  endure  for  a  night,  but  joy  cometh  in  the  morning. 

6  And  in  my  prosperity  I  said,  I  shall  never  be  moved. 

7  Lord,  by  tny  favour  thou  hast  made  my  mountain  to  stand 
strong:  thou  didst  hide  thy  face,  and  I  was  troubled. 

8  1  cried  to  thee,  O  Lord;  and  unto  the  Lord  I  made  supplication. 

9  What  profit  is  there  in  my  blood,  when  I  go  down  to  the  pit? 
Shall  the  dust  praise  thee  ?  shall  it  declare  thy  truth  ? 

10  Hear,  O  Lord,  and  have  mercy  upon  me :  Lord,  be  thou  my  helper. 

11  Thou  hast  turned  for  me  my  mourning  into  dancing:  thou  hast 
put  off  my  sackcloth,  and  girded  me  with  gladness; 

12  To  the  end  that  my  glorv  may  sing  praise  to  thee,  and  not  be 
silent.     O  Lord  my  God,  I  will  give  thanks  unto  thee  for  ever. 

$sialm  31 

1  David  shewing  his  confidence  in  God  craveth  his  hdp,    7  Herejoicethinhismerey,    9  HeprayefhinhiscaJUxmiiy, 

19  He  praiseth  God  for  his  goodness. 

To  the  chief  Musician^  A  Fsalm  of  David. 

N  thee,  O  Lord,  do  I  put  my  trust;  let  me  never  be  ashamed: 
deliver  me  in  thy  righteousness. 

2  Bow  down  thine  ear  to  me;  deliver  me  speedily:  be  thou 
my  strong  rock,  for  an  house  of  defence  to  save  me. 


958  PSALM  XXXI — ^A  PRAYER  FOR  MERCY 

3  For  thou  art  my  rock  and  my  fortress;  therefore  for  thy  name's 
sake  lead  me,  and  ^nide  me. 

4  Pull  me  out  of  the  net  that  they  have  laid  privily  for  me:  for 
thou  art  my  strength. 

5  Into  thine  hand  I  conmiit  ^y  spirit:  thou  hast  redeemed  me, 
O  Lord  God  of  truth. 

6  I  have  hated  them  that  regard  lying  vanities:  but  I  trust  in  the 
Lord. 

7  I  will  be  glad  and  rejoice  in  thy  mercy:  for  thou  hast  considered 
my  trouble;  thou  hast  known  my  soul  in  adversities; 

8  And  hast  not  shut  me  up  into  the  hand  of  the  enemy:  thou  hast 
set  nay  feet  in  a  large  room. 

9  Have  mercy  upon  me,  O  Lord,  for  I  am  in  trouble:  mine  eye 
is  consumed  with  grief,  yea^  my  soul  and  my  belly. 

10  For  my  life  is  spent  with  grief,  and  my  years  with  sighing:  my 
strength  faifeth  because  of  mine  iniquity,  and  my  bones  are  con- 
sumed. 

Ill  was  a  reproach  among  all  mine  enemies,  but  especially  among 
my  neighbours,  and  a  fear  to  mine  acquaintance:  they  that  did  see 
me  without  fled  from  me. 

12  I  am  forgotten  as  a  dead  man  out  of  mind:  I  am  like  a  broken 
vessel. 

13  For  I  have  heard  the  slander  of  many:  fear  was  on  every  side: 
while  they  took  counsel  together  against  me,  they  devised  to  take 
away  my  life. 

14  But  I  trusted  in  thee,  O  Lord:  I  said.  Thou  art  my  God. 

15  My  times  are  in  thy  hand:  deliver  me  from  the  hand  of  mine 
enemies,  and  from  them  that  persecute  me. 

16  Make  thy  face  to  shine  upon  thy  servant;  save  me  for  thy  mer- 
cies' sake. 

17  Let  me  not  be  ashamed,  O  Lord;  for  I  have  called  upon  thee: 
let  the  wicked  be  ashamed,  and  let  them  be  silent  in  the  grave. 

18  Let  the  lying  lips  be  put  to  silence;  which  speak  gnevous  things 
proudly  and  contemptuously  against  the  righteous. 

19  Uh  how  great  is  thy  goodness,  which  thou  hast  laid  up  for  them 
that  fear  thee;  which  thou  hast  wrought  for  them  that  trust  in  thee 
before  the  sons  of  men! 

20  Thou  shalt  hide  them  in  the  secret  of  thy  presence  from  the 
pride  of  man;  thou  shalt  keep  them  secretly  in  a  pavilion  from  the 
strife  of  tongues. 

21  Blessed  be  the  Lord:  for  he  hath  shewed  me  his  marvellous 
kindness  in  a  strong  city. 

22  For  I  said  in  my  haste,  I'  am  cut  off  from  before  thine  eyes: 
nevertheless  thou  heardest  the  voice  of  my  supplications  when  I  cried 
unto  thee. 
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tEfie  Coteiumt  iletietoeb 

BT  ANDBIA  SAOCHI,  AN  ITAUAN  MAflTEB,  DHED  16<n. 

**And  Esra  opened  the  hook  in  the  eight  qfaU  ihe  people. 
.    .     .     .    And  all  ihe  people  aneweredt  A^men,  Awten^ 
with  l^ng  up  their  handed— Neh.,  8.  5. 

HAVING  made  the  Jews  safe  among  Uicir  savage 
enoDk..  Nehankh  proceeded  to  otguibe  tfae 
entire  nation  and  establish  a  sjstem  of  govern- 
ment.  In  this  he  was  much  aided  bj  Esra*  the  scribe. 
These  two  great  men,  woridng  in  splendid  harmony,  made 
Israel  again  a  powerful  and  a  religious  people.  When  all 
the  work  was  done  Nehemiah  arranged  a  great  ceremonial. 
A  procession  marched  about  the  walls  of  Jerusalem  in 
triumph.  One-half  of  the  people  paraded  one  way 
headed  by  Ezra,  the  other  half  marched  the  other  way 
accompanying  Nehemiah;  and  when  all  were  joined  again 
there  was  singing  and  giving  thanks  and  offering  of  burnt 
sacrifices  to  God. 

Also  at  about  the  same  time  Ezra  called  all  the  people 
together  to  renew  the  andent  covenant  of  their  race  with 
God.  This  they  did  as  their  ancestors  had  done  in  the 
days  of  Moses  and  of  Joshua,  pledging  themselves  to 
obey  all  the  Law  of  God,  and  asking  for  His  protection. 
This  is  not,  however,  the  last  scene  described  in  Nehe- 
miah, the  closing  picture  in  the  historical  books  of  the 
Bible.  Nehemiah  having  left  Jerusalem,  returns,  and  finds 
the  people  already  grown  lax  in  religion,  again  consorting 
with  "strange  wives."  He  beats  the  offenders,  exiles 
them,  caUs  down  curses  on  their  heads;  and  so 
the  book  closes  with  grim  suggestion  of 
the  future  troubles  of  the  race. 
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PSALM  XXXII — SUBMISSION  AND  CONFESSION  959 

23  O  love  the  Lord,  all  ye  saints: /or  the  Lord  preserveth  the 
faithful,  and  plentifully  rewardeth  the  proud  doer. 

24  Be  of  good  courage,  and  he  shall  strengthen  your  heart,  all  ye 
that  hope  in  the  Lord. 

$fi!alm  32 

1  Ble9aed7ies$  ctmsiaUih  in  rtmisaUm  of  gins.    3  Confession  of  sins  givelh  ease  to  (he  conscience.    8  Qcd^s  promises 

bring  joy. 

A  Psalm  of  David.  Maschll.i 

[LESSED  is  he  whose  transgression  is  forgiven,  whose  sin  is 
covered. 

2  Blessed  is  the  man  unto  whom  the  Lord  imputeth  not 
iniquitv,  and  in  whose  spirit  tliere  is  no  guile. 

3  When  I  kept  silence,  my  bones  waxed  old  through  my  roaring 
all  the  day  long. 

4  For  day  and  night  thy  hand  was  heavy  upon  me:  my  moisture 
is  turned  into  the  drought  of  summer.     Selah. 

5  I  acknowledged  my  sin  unto  thee,  and  mine  iniquity  have  I 
not  hid.  I  said,  I  will  confess  my  transgressions  unto  tne  Lord; 
and  thou  forgavest  the  iniquity  of  my  sin.     Selah. 

6  For  this  shall  every  one  that  is  godly  pray  unto  thee  in  a  time 
when  thou  mayest  be  found :  surely  in  the  floods*  of  great  waters  they 
shall  not  come  nigh  unto  him. 

7  Thou  art  my  hiding  place;  thou  shalt  preserve  me  from  trouble; 
thou  shalt  compass  me  about  with  songs  oi  deliverance.     Selah. 

8  I  will  instruct  thee  and  teach  thee  in  the  way  which  thou  shalt 
go;  I  will  guide  thee  with  mine  eye. 

9  Be  ye  not  as  the  horse,  or  as  the  mule,  which  have  no  understand- 
ing: whose  mouth  must  be  held  in  with  bit  and  bridle,  lest  they  come 
near  unto  thee. 

10  Many  sorrows  shaU  be  to  the  wicked:  but  he  that  trusteih  in 
the  Lord,  mercy  shall  compass  him  about. 

11  Be  glad  in  the  Lord,  and  rejoice,  ye  righteous:  and  shout  for 
joy,  all  ye  that  are  upright  in  heart. 

$fi;alm  33 

i  Ood  is  to  be  praised  for  his  goodness,  6  for  his  poioer,  12  and  for  his  providence.     20  Confidmoe  is  to  be  piaeed 
in  God. 

[EJOICE  in  the  Lord,  O  ye  righteous : /or  praise  is  comely 
for  the  upright. 

2  Praise  the  Lord  with  harp:  sing  unto  him  with  the 
psaltery  and  an  instrument  of  ten  strings. 

3  Sing  unto  him  a  new  song;  play  skilfully  with  a  loud  noise. 

4  For  the  word  of  the  Lord  is  right;  and  all  his  works  are  done. 
in  truth. 

*Maschil  means  "a  meditative  poem.'* 


960  FSALM  XXXIII — THE  GREATNESS  OF  GOD 

5  He  loveth  righteousness  and  judgment;  the  earth  is  full  of  the 
goodness  of  the  Lord. 

6  By  the  word  of  the  Lord  were  the  heavens  made;  and  all  the 
host  of  them  by  the  breath  of  his  mouth. 

7  He  gathereth  the  waters  of  the  sea  together  as  an  heap:  he  layeth 
up  the  depth  in  storehouses. 

8  Let  all  the  earth  fear  the  Lord:  let  all  the  inhabitants  of  the 
world  stand  in  awe  of  him. 

9  For  he  spake,  and  it  was  dtme;  he  commanded,  and  it  stood  fast. 

10  The  Lord  bringelh  the  counsel  of  the  heathen  to  nought:  he 
maketh  the  devices  of  the  people  of  none  effect. 

11  The  counsel  of  the  Lord  standeth  for  ever,  the  thoughts  of 
his  heart  to  all  generations. 

12  Blessed  is  the  nation  whose  God  is  the  Lord;  and  the  people 
whom  he  hath  chosen  for  his  own  inheritance. 

13  The  Lord  looketh  from  heaven;  he  beholdeth  all  the  sons  of  men. 

14  From  the  place  of  his  habitation  he  looketh  upon  all  the  in- 
habitants of  the  earth. 

15  He  fashioneth  their  hearts  alike;  he  considereth  all  their  works. 

16  There  is  no  king  saved  by  the  multitude  of  an  host:  a  mighty 
man  is  not  delivered  by  much  strength. 

17  An  horse  is  a  vain  thing  for  safety:  neither  shall  he  deliver  any 
by  his  great  strength. 

18  Behold,  the  eye  of  the  Lord  is  upon  them  that  fear  him,  upon 
them  that  hope  in  his  mercy; 

19  To  dehver  their  soul  from  death,  and  to  keep  them  alive  in 
famine. 

20  Our  soul  waiteth  for  the  Lord:  he  is  our  help  and  our  shield. 

21  For  our  heart  shall  rejoice  in  him,  because  we  have  trusted  in 
his  holy  name. 

22  Let  thy  mercy,  O  Lord,  be  upon  us,  according  as  we  hope  in 
thee. 
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